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4 Great Days with Mountain Flying New Zealand
of  which we had previous experience in). 
Although still quite young, both Ruth and 
Wayne have a great deal of  mountain flying 
experience and are expanding this side of  
their business. They also run tourist flights 
from a second company, U-Fly Wanaka.

Following our arrival at Wanaka airstrip 
on a beautiful sunny Monday morning in 
early February, Ruth and Wayne explained 
that they had arranged a four day itinerary 
for us but it could be modified if  we 

wished. On our first day we set out for 
Stewart Island. Soon after take off  we were 
heading south over the stunning Crown 
range of  mountains which lie between 
Wanaka and Queenstown and then over 
beautiful Lake Wakatipu, Kingston and 
thence to Invercargill where we had to land 
to obtain permission for our onward flight 
to Ryan’s Creek airstrip on Stewart Island. 
It was also important to obtain advice from 
the local pilots about wind and landing 
conditions at Ryan’s Creek as we were told 
this was always a tricky place to land.  

After a night on the island in an 
apartment at “Loosie’s” we flew back to 
the mainland and over Fiordland - full of  
picturesque mountains and valleys, finally 
landing in the hot sunshine for lunch 
on a grass airfield near Te Anau. In the 
afternoon it was onwards up the west coast 
to spectacular Milford Sound. Maintaining 
the correct altitude here proved somewhat 
difficult because of  updraughts but this 
was what mountain flying was all about. 
Another landing for tea on the grass airstrip 
at Glenorchy at the northern end of  Lake 
Wakatipu and then we headed back to 
Wanaka, bringing our second day to an 

RUTH Presland is a familiar face around 
New Zealand airfields, providing a South 
Island contact for Tecnam NZ, writing 
the Places to Go pages for KiwiFlyer, 
and being one half  of  the team behind 
U-Fly Wanaka and Mountain Flying New 
Zealand, based at Wanaka Airfield. 

Mountain Flying New Zealand offer 
tailor made mountain flying training for 
pilots at all levels of  capability. Courses are 
usually run over 4 days and include around 
12 to 16 hours flying in total, although 
Ruth says that less or more can easily 
be arranged depending on budget and 
time. They offer a comfortable and 
well equipped training environment 
for all pilots, whether mature, or new 
and just starting out. Courses develop 
understanding as well as the learning 
of  standard procedures for various 
mountain flying requirements such as 
ridge crossing, etc. 

A course in mountain flying 
increases pilot skills generally and 
builds a safety foundation on which 
long term repeat lessons in the 
mountains become very valuable. Ruth 
says that weather in Wanaka is good 
most times of  the year but particularly 
so in August – so plan your trip soon.  
She says that half  day and full day 
packages are available which offer 
great value at $985 and $1685 respectively 
(current at June 2011). Enquiries for tailor 
made programmes to suit your individual 
requirements are welcome at any time.

A Customer Testimonial
A good number of  Mountain Flying 

New Zealand’s customers come from 
overseas, choosing to combine a scenic 
aviation holiday with an advancement in 
their flying skills while also enjoying some 
great southern hospitality. Two such recent 
visitors were John and Paul Clifford from 
the United Kingdom who wrote of  their 
experience, providing a glowing testimonial. 
We’ll leave it to John to explain what four 
days with Mountain Flying New Zealand 
was like. John writes:

“In February along with my younger 
brother Paul I ventured to the other side 
of  the world to see what mountain flying in 
the Southern Alps was all about.

Our instructors were Ruth Presland and 
Wayne Allanson, a young couple who own 
and run Mountain Flying New Zealand, a 
flight training business at Wanaka Airfield. 
We were to fly in two seaters, a Tecnam P92 
and a Tecnam Super Echo high wing (both 

end - although not until we had eaten a 
fantastic steak at the Lake Hawea Hotel in 
the evening.

Day three was the most daunting and 
emotional day of  all with a flight up to 
Mount Cook via Fox Glacier which was our 
stop for lunch. On landing on the tarmac 
runway at Mount Cook we were met by 
Richard Royds, one of  the joint owners of  
Mount Cook Ski-planes who had waited to 
meet the ‘two aviators from England’ and 

we could not have asked for better 
hospitality. The night was spent at the 
splendid Hermitage Hotel where there 
are lots of  reminders of  Sir Edmund 
Hilary’s pioneering climbs before his 
famous ascent of  Everest in 1955. The 
following morning was an exciting 
surprise to find that we had been 
booked on a trip on one of  the ski-
planes which landed us on the Glacier 
and to our astonishment the next 
ski-plane to arrive brought a wedding 
party. The happy couple were married 
on the glacier!

Our last day took us southwards 
again with a touchdown at the gliding 
capital of  Omarama where we had a 
‘tea’ stop and pleasant conversations 
with members of  the gliding fraternity 
- a surprising number who turned out 
to be English! Our final leg was back to 

Wanaka flying over the Dingle saddle and 
Lakes Hawea and Wanaka.

Apart from being excellent instructors 
Ruth and Wayne were wonderful travelling 
companions providing us with many laughs 
along the way. We feel indebted to them 
for organising such an amazing experience. 
We both learnt a lot about the intricacies 
of  mountain flying with an emphasis not 
only on how to fly a plane but to be aware 
about the vagaries of  the weather and wind, 
how to cross geographical features such 
as saddles, and to realise the navigational 
difficulties of  flying in the mountains, 
including good traffic awareness.

For anyone wishing to undertake a 
mountain flying course this would be hard 
to better, simply because New Zealand has 
the most beautiful mountain scenery in the 
world and Mountain Flying New Zealand is 
singly the best.”   John Clifford, UK.

            
For more information

Contact Ruth or Wayne at Mountain 
Flying New Zealand on 03 443 4005, 
email: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz or visit 
www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com 

Learn how to fly here safely with Mountain Flying New Zealand.

BrumBy

Cicaré CH-7B Kit (100 Hp Rotax 912) now in production

Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896    Mobile: 027 244 9890

Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz
www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au

Streamlined Flying Wires 
 Flying Wires available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN (671-676) or AGS (320-326) Specs.
 Tie Rods available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN (701-706) or AGS (307-313) Specs. 
	 Clevis	fittings also available in Carbon Steel or Stainless Steel 
  to AN665, BS SP3 or AGS Specs. 
	 Testing	and	recertification	service for your old assemblies available.  
   Russ Ward   P: 021-116-1965   E: flyingwires@vintageaero.com

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

NEW:  R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS


