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Exploring the Autogyro Register
THE NEW Zealand aircraft register is a mixed bag when it comes 
to autogyros. More recently, owners are registering them in the 
Gyroplane category, whereas historically they were 
designated as either Class 1 (single seat) or Class 
2 (two seat) Microlights. This means there are a 
few more around than many expect, especially if  
they see the Gyroplane category and assume that is 
where they all sit. 

For the purpose of  statistics, combining all 
Class 1 and 2 Microlights with Gyroplanes on 
the register yields about 1040 aircraft. How many 
people would have guessed that 1 in every 13 of  
these is an autogyro? There are 80 on the register 
now, ranging from the most basic 1970’s era 
homebuilt that might make 45kts and 200fpm on 
a good day, to the latest composite, fully enclosed, 
fully instrumented 100kt tourer costing the thick 
end of  $200k. There’s a good deal more stored in 
sheds around the country too. So it’s not the fringe 
sport of  slightly eccentric aviators that it once was 
(some of  us will just have to find a new hobby). 
What happened?

In the 1950s and 60s ‘gyrocopters’ were 
popularised by Igor Bensen’s kitset designs and do-
it-yourself  learn to fly manuals. The NZ Rotorcraft 
Association was formed in 1960 and there are in 
fact still 7 Bensen gyros on the NZ register today. 

For the next 20 years, most all the gyros 
available in NZ were built from plans or basic 
kitsets, or indeed by copying someone elses and 
probably adding ‘improvements’ along the way. 
There’s at least 20 on the register that still fall into 
this category. There are plan or kit built examples 
such as the Wasp Air Buggy (3), or Air Command 
Commander (2) and others are pure homebuilts, 
often named after their proud creator, for example the Rex Telfer 
Rex-1 or the Bruce Naish Gyro 1 place.

The only commercially produced gyro during this time was the 
McCulloch J-2 which offered a limited jump take off  capability 

using the equivalent of  a Hughes 300 rotor head. There is one on 
the NZ register, located at New Plymouth.

In the early 90s, a radical new design appeared 
on the scene. This was the Rotor Flight Dynamics 
Dominator. Initially ridiculed for its gangly 
looks and strange tall tail, this gyro was in fact 
designed with principles of  flight foremost in 
mind, something that had not been well attended 
to by most other manufacturers of  the time. 
The Dominator is a dynamically stable rotorcraft 
and over time has amassed a devoted group 
of  followers who think it looks very beautiful 
(declaration of  interest, the KiwiFlyer Editor owns 
one). Indeed it still ‘dominates’ the NZ register, 
albeit by a small margin. There are 9 two seaters 
and 4 single seat Dominators listed. Dominator 
gyro parts are made under licence in NZ by 
Autoflight at Hamilton.

The other popular design of  the 90s was the 
RAF2000. These are a fully enclosed design and 
were available almost ready to fly away thanks to 
NZ Distributor Rob Sanders who was based in 
Tauranga. There are 7 RAF2000 gyros still on 
the register. Rob designed the original RAF2000 
horizontal stabiliser during his time with the 
aircraft, a significant safety modification that 
greatly improved the stability of  the design.

Wholly designed and produced in New Zealand 
is the UFO Helithruster, of  which there are 
presently 3 on the register and the Aero Sport 
Kahu (1).

In the last 5 years, gyro development and 
accessibility has improved dramatically with several 
manufacturers around the world taking advantage 
of  a surge in popularity for the aircraft. Many of  

these ‘new’ designs are derived to a degree from the Italian Magni 
Gyro, of  which we have 3 on our register.

Gyrate at Tauranga are the NZ distributors for Autogyro Europe 
who offer MTO-3 Eagle, Calidus and Cavalon models. There are 6 
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MTO-3s, 2 Calidus’ and there is a Cavalon 
on the way to NZ presently. Gyrate have 
also brought in 3 Xenon two seat side by 
side gyros as well as a variety of  second 
hand machines over the last few years.

We also have two Italian Brako gyros on 
the register, also available new from local 
distributors.

There are still the same opportunities 
to build your own if  you want to, but the 
great majority of  new registrations are 
for fly-away models, almost always two 
seat, and usually capable of  cross country 
touring at 90+ kts. Gyros have become 
much more acceptable to the masses, are 
regularly demonstrated at airshows around 
the country and last year participated in the 
Around New Zealand Air Safari, earning 
the respect of  many other participants in 
the process. 

If  you would like to get involved in this 
very enjoyable and growing sport, contact 
any of  the advertisers listed.


