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Clinton Kraidy’s MIG25

THOSE WHO attended the Pear] Harbour commemoration day
at Ardmore recently were treated to an impressive flying display by
Clinton Kraidy with his large MIG 25 Foxbat.

A well-executed model flight is great to watch. With Clinton
flying his MIG25 it is more impressive when you consider that this
19 year old actually designed and built the massive 2.8m wingspan
twin jet turbine model himself!

Clinton has been flying radio controlled models for about 9
years. As a 10 year
old, he started flying
basic 2 channel
gliders from Mt
Wellington under
the tuition of his
dad, Daroish. He
then graduated to
4 channel powered
gliders off Bastion
Point. Learning to
fly on the old type :
analogue transmitters, [ ST
there was no buddy
system as a student
pilot. Daroish
would stand behind
Clinton and take
over the controls if
he got into difficulty.
Clinton is now a well
accomplished model
pilot, flying with
confidence and a very
high level of skill.

Needing a project
for his school NCEA
Level 3 Technical class in February 2010, Clinton chose to design
and build a large twin turbine model aircraft. A build of this size
and type would be daunting for a well experienced modeler but that
didn’t faze Clinton. Initially the intention was to build a 5m long
version but this would prove too big for the engine thrust capacity.
Further calculations showed that the 1:5.2m scale version would be
more practical and 4m became the chosen length.

There were no plans available for a MIG25 model of this size.
Apart from a series of photos, and based around a 1:72 scale static
model, the whole project was designed by Clinton from the ground
up. The challenge was then to build it to scale as much as possible.
This was largely achieved, though due to practical restrictions the
landing gear and wing thickness are not to exact scale. However
these factors do not detract from the sleek lines of the aircraft.
Clinton estimates he spent around 300 houts building the model
over a period of 11 months. This included building moulds to form
the fibreglass fuselage.

The maiden flight was made at Tokoroa in February 2011 and
proved the success of the design and build. The centre of gravity
was spot on and minimal trim alteration was required to achieve
stable flight. Clinton says he was very pleased with how well it flew
as there were no nasty surprises at all. The aircraft is very easy to fly,
being responsive on the elevator with aileron rolls quite slow.

Surprisingly for a jet, Clinton stated it actually has the
characteristics of a trainer. The landing speed is a respectable

At Tokoroa. Compare the size to the smaller jets parked behind.

Contributed by Janice Angus

70km per hour. That is not to say it isn’t a speedy beast. When the

turbines are wound up this jet has been clocked at 220km per hour
with its” onboard telemetry system. It is powered by two AT] 170

turbines, each generating around 17kg of thrust.

Clinton is the only one who has flown the model. Being such a
large aircraft, both in size and weight (42Kg) he needed to become
certified as the sole pilot
to operate this “pilot

less aircraft” through the
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The MIG is still a
‘work in progress’ with
the final finishing and
detail to be completed.
Clinton has thoroughly
enjoyed all aspects of
the design and build
of this aircraft. He
relishes the sense

Taxiing at Ardmore.
of achievement and
| challenge of putting together such a large model
and particularly the power of jet turbine engines.
Already, he is looking towards his next big build
project, a 4m Arado 234 twin jet turbine bomber.
% This aircraft was the first operational jet-powered
German built bomber but saw only limited service
in the closing stages of WW II. Clinton is intending
to produce a rugged model that will be suitable for
flying at a wide range of model flying sites.

The MIG, being such a large model, is limited to
flying at selected model flying sites, with long sealed
runways. He regularly travels down to Tokoroa
for their jet flying days and Springhill, just out of
Wellsford, is another great large jet flying site.

If you get the
opportunity to see
Clinton flying his
MIG 25 Foxbat you
will be amazed. The

sheer size of the
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the sport of model
flying. And as to be
expected, he got
excellent NCEA
marks for the project.
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Products and Services

SporiStar

New Evektor Harmony LSA
SportStar MAX now available in
standard or IFR configuration

For more information contact the New Zealand agent Colin Marshall at Aeroflight Aviation
Phone 03 312 5402 or 0274 125 402, email: colin-m@xtra.co.nz www.evektor.cz/sportstar/

GA Electrical repairs and installations. MRO for BTH Magnetos,
Actuators, Starter Generators, Strobes, Voltage Regulators and more.

ceNTRALL
KEEPING YOU FLYING

650 Flying in 42 countries - This aircraft must be good!

Hangar 1, Steele Road  Phone Martin on 07 843 2936 or 027 733 0208
Hamilton Airport Email: centralaero@clear.net.nz www.centralaero.co.nz
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REMUERA

Airlie Court, 320 Remuera Road,
Remuera, Free Roof Top Parking

Hours: Monday-Friday 8am to 6pm
Late Night Thursday by appointment

reception@remueradoctors.co.nz
t +64 9 524 6504

- ME - 1 (New Zealand) - Australia (CASA)
- JAA (Renewals anly) - Canada
- US (Fan) - Fiji

Dr Bill Daniels & Dr Anton Wiles
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Book NOW for
your Pilot Medical

www.remueradoctors.co.nz

Solo ‘Wings

Service - Support - Sales - Spares
ARAs - Restoration and Repair

Your One Stop Shop For:
GA - Sport & Recreational Aircraft

New Zealand’s
only authorised
Rotax Sales and

Service Centre

2 de Havilland Way, Tauranga Airport
Ph/Fax (07) 574-7973 (7 days)
Email:info@solowings.co.nz
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JAPAN NEW ZEALAND AVIATION COMPANY

H? We offer services for:

Importing and Sourcing
Japanese logbook translation
2 Business Development Advice

Introduction and Liaison

Contact: Yasuo Ariyama P: 021 297 7715 E: jnzac@hotmail.com

-

waikato aero club

FLIGHT TRAINING AND AIR CHARTER

ATTENTION

Do you need:

to build multi IFR hours?

Twin Comanche:
$430/hr S, $460/hr D
Archer lll:
$268/hr S, $298/hr D

to renew your Instrument Rating?
a GPS rating?

GST incl, plus Airways fees.
Prices subject to change.

Our IFR aircraft have Aspen EFIS
and Garmin GPS. They can be
configured for either traditional or
technically enhanced panels.

Phone: 07 843 5655
Email: info@flywaikato.co.nz

www.flywaikato.co.nz

MOUNTAIN FLYING

NEW ZEALAND

Teaching outstanding skills taught to us
by the pioneers of mountain flying.

Please enquire about a tailor made programme to suit your requirements.

www.mountainflyingnewzealand.com

Our targeted free circulation to all aircraft owners and the aviation industry ensures that advertising in KiwiFlyer Gets Results.




