
RNZAF Ohakea Airshow
The 75th Anniversary Airshow put on by the RNZAF at Ohakea on 31st 
March made for an exceptional day out that was enjoyed by a crowd estimated 
at more than 60,000. Our own aircraft (military, warbird and civilian) were 
joined by many more from overseas Air Forces, including six RAAF F/A-18 

ON THE 1st of  April 1937 the Air Force Act was passed, 
marking the start of  the Royal New Zealand Air Force becoming 
an independent service 
of  the Defence Force. 
The 75th anniversary of  
this event was celebrated 
during March and April 
this year, with parades, 
concerts and flying 
displays held across the 
country in the weeks 
surrounding this historic 
date. The Government 
had begun a review of  its 
air defence requirements 
in 1936, led by Wing 
Commander Ralph 
Cochrane, who would 
become the Air Force’s 
first Chief  of  Air Staff. 
Cochrane recommended 
a separate Air Force 
comprising an Army 
Co-operation unit and 
two medium bomber squadrons for local defence, the defence 
of  shipping lanes and to contribute to the security of  the United 
Kingdom. Between 1937 and the outbreak of  war in 1939 the 
RNZAF grew rapidly, with an order for 30 new Vickers Wellington 
bombers placed in 1938, and land at Whenuapai and Ohakea 
purchased to accommodate them.

Almost exactly 75 years later, on the 31st March 2012, it was the 
honour of  the latter of  these bases, RNZAF Base Ohakea, to host 
one of  the largest New Zealand air shows of  recent times. With a 
gate charge of  just $10, between sixty and seventy thousand people 
descended upon Ohakea on the day, far exceeding expectations. 
This led to an astonishingly large traffic jam, with many patrons not 
getting on-site until early afternoon, after half  of  the flying display 
had finished. Despite the gridlock, the airshow was a great success 
for the RNZAF, with even those arriving late enjoying the day once 
they saw and experienced what was on offer. Almost every type 
of  serving aircraft performed a flying demonstration, along with 
international visitors from allied air forces, as well as a large variety 

Hornets which put on such a great display that even those who waited in traffic 
for 3 hours to get through the gate deemed their day to have been a good one.
Chris Gee attended along with your KiwiFlyer Editor and we had a marvellous 
time. All text and photos are by Chris unless otherwise noted.

of  civilian and warbird aircraft. It was a fitting 75th anniversary 
celebration and congratulations and thanks are due to all those who 

contributed to the event.
With recent Air 

Force events being held 
alternately at Whenuapai 
and Ohakea every two 
years, one would expect 
the next occasion to 
be in Auckland in 
2014, by which time 
the NH90s will be 
fully in service, and 
possibly a decision made 
about a new advanced 
trainer. The Air Force 
Airshow organising 
committee, lead by 
Wing Commander Phil 
Bedford, have really set 
the bar high for next 
time. 

Captions to pictures
1. Harvard: The RNZAF operated 202 Harvards delivered into 

service between 1941 and 1944. NZ1015 is one of  just a handful 
still in RNZAF care, flown with the Historic Flight. The last 19 
airworthy Harvards were withdrawn from service in 1977 and sold 
along with those that were in storage. It was these aircraft that 
became the start of  a developing Warbird scene in New Zealand, 
something that now seems so familiar at airshows around the 
country, that we tend to take their appearance for granted. Many 
of  our current Warbird pilots learned to fly in a Harvard with the 
RNZAF, a predominant use of  the aircraft being for flight training. 

2. Red Checkers: The RNZAF formation aerobatics team The 
Red Checkers flew many displays up and down the length of  the 
country over the celebration period, including over many regional 
centres where they would not usually be seen. The Red Checkers 
fly the Pacific Aerospace CT-4E Air trainer, the ab-initio trainer of  
the Air Force that all aircrew must pass through in order to gain 
their wings. The Red Checkers performed many of  their signature 

A United States Air Force C-17 Globemaster taxies in front of a crowd estimated at over 60,000.

Visitors enjoyed perfect airshow weather, spreading out across RNZAF Base Ohakea to view hangar exhibits, static aircraft displays (queues for these alone 
were at times up to an hour long), and of course the airshow itself for which there was a long display line suitably close to the runway. It was a fine day out.
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manoeuvres at the airshow, including the 
Mirror and, as the finale, the Spaghetti 
Break. 

3. Orion: The Lockheed P-3K Orion 
is the RNZAF’s Maritime Surveillance and 
Response aircraft operated by No5 Sqn, 
and performed a capability demonstration 
as part of  its display routine at the air show, 
dropping a rescue package (pictured) to 
a simulated boat in distress. The Orion 
flew several low and fast passes during its 
display, along with a ‘dirty’ flyby with its 
undercarriage extended and bomb-bay 
doors open. The RNZAF’s P-3K Orions 
are currently undergoing a modernisation 
process, with each aircraft in turn being 
brought up to P-3K2 standard. The 
extensive upgrades will allow the Air 
Force to operate these aircraft up until 
2025, as well as offering the addition of  
a sophisticated multi-mode radar, along 
with new electro-optical sensors and new 
electronic warfare and communications 
equipment.

4. Hercules: Unfortunately at the last 
minute, the RNZAF’s own C-130H-LEP 
Hercules aircraft were unable to attend the 
show. However visitors were able to view 
the three foreign examples that did make 
it and were on static display. Regardless, 
we included the image for completeness, 
taken at Whenuapai the week before during 
exercise Kiwi Flag.

5. 757-200: The two Boeing 757-200’s  
that serve with the RNZAF are a far cry 
from their civilian airliner cousins. These 
aircraft were highly modified with an engine 
thrust upgrade, side loading cargo door, 
and a modular cargo-handling system that 
allows the aircraft to fulfil a combination 
of  VIP, cargo transport and aero medical 
evacuation roles. The aircraft were given 
air stairs and a crew access ladder for 
autonomous operations without ground 
support. A full communications suite was 
added to bring the aircraft up to modern 
standards. The B757 display is always 
impressive, and includes a max-rate take off  
and turn that is not something you will ever 
see a civilian airliner perform. The aircraft 
was specially painted in 75th Anniversary 
livery for the occasion.

6. Kiwi Blue: Kiwi Blue is the RNZAF’s 
Parachute demonstration team, drawn from 
the Parachute Training & Support Unit. 
With the RNZAF C-130 Hercules being 
unavailable for flying at Ohakea this year, 
they were forced to jump out of  a more 
old-fashioned platform, the C-47 Dakota. 
After a short freefall they formed up into 
a stack, with Warrant Officer Kevin Pope 
trailing a large Air Force Flag.
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Photograph by Michael NortonKiwiFlyer Magazine RAAF F/A-18 Hornet visiting Ohakea for the RNZAF 75th Anniversary celebrations, March 2012.
KiwiFlyer   The RAAF F/A-18 Hornets were star performers at the 2012 Ohakea Airshow.

Image 1, Gavin Conroy; 2,3,4 Chris Gee; 5, Michael Norton.
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OF PARTICULAR interest at the airshow was the first public 
display of  the RNZAF’s new NH90 Medium Utility Helicopter. 
These impressive aircraft are still in OT&E (Operational Test & 
Evaluation) with the Helicopter Transition Unit at Ohakea so their 
participation in the airshow was a close run thing, with the HTU 
Team working tirelessly to have the aircraft available for display. 
The quantum leap forward in technology and capability that the 
NH90 presents over the UH-1H Iroquois is obvious. This is the 
first RNZAF helicopter capable of  operating in a high-threat 
environment, with removable ballistic armour for the cockpit and 
cabin, as well as an advanced self-protection system, comprising 
Laser/Radar and IR Warning receivers coupled with decoy 
launchers. It will be armed with the same Mag-58 Machine Gun 
used on the Iroquois but can carry 12 fully equipped troops (versus 
6), and has the capacity to lift one of  the Army’s Light Operational 
Vehicles. Weather and terrain avoidance radar is fitted, along with a 
glass NVG-compatible cockpit. The aircraft is controlled by a digital 
fly-by-wire system and four-axis autopilot. With its folding main 
rotor blades and tail boom, up to four NH90s can be deployed on 
the Navy’s HMNZS Canterbury Multi-Role Vessel. 

The NH90 will carry out a wide range of  roles for the New 
Zealand Government, such as Tactical Battlefield Transport, SAR 
and Disaster Relief, as well as perform missions for the Police, 
Customs, Maritime NZ, Civil Defence and NZAID. The aircraft 
is fitted with a twin electric hoist, a digital moving map display and 
its own Auxiliary Power Unit. The RNZAF NH90s are all wired 
for the future incorporation of  FLIR (Forward Looking Infra Red) 
and HMD (Helmet Mounted Display). The RNZAF is waiting for 
this technology to mature on the platform in order to minimise risk 
before it is installed. 

For the Medivac role the helicopter can carry 9 stretchers plus 
medical crew, and the large internal dimensions allow the loading of  
palletised cargo. Powered by two Rolls-Royce Turbo Mecca RTM 
322-01/9 turbine engines, the NH90 is capable of  ‘hover-in-flight’ 
refuelling, whilst external fuel tanks can extend the NH90s range to 
1260km.

In the words of  the NH90 Flight Commander SQNLDR Chris 
Andrew, “This aircraft can carry twice as much payload, twice as 
far, in a much more survivable airframe and with all the modern 
communications required to integrate seamlessly with our allies.” 
A total of  8 aircraft have been purchased to replace the UH-
1H Iroquois, along with one ‘attrition’ airframe. So far only two 
examples are in the hands of  HTU at Ohakea, with the rest being 
delivered over the next few years. The NZDF came into the NH90 
program quite late, and avoided much of  the trouble other nations 
had with their prototypes since the technology had matured by the 
time our airframes were built.

Given the early stage of  testing that the aircraft are in, the 
Ohakea display by SQNLDR Phil Wilson was limited to basic 
handling. It was nonetheless impressive to see the Air Force’s 
newest aircraft in the air and we look forward to further capability 
demonstrations in the future.

First public NH90 display

Two of the eight new NH90 helicopters for the RNZAF are now with the 
Helicopter Transition Unit at Ohakea and were demonstrated for the first 

time at the 75th Anniversary Airshow. Bristling with technology, they offer 
around twice the payload and range of the 40 year old Iroquois’ they will 

replace. At close to $100m apiece including support and logistics, they are 
expected to provide a not dissimilar length of service to New Zealand.  

THE BIG drawcard for many at the airshow was 
the participation of  no less than six Royal Australian 
Air Force F/A-18A Hornet fighter jets from 77SQN, 
supported by an RAAF C-17. The Hornets flew 
impressive displays, with an exhilarating solo routine as 
well as a four-ship formation flight. The quite incredible 
solo routine included a ‘Square Loop’ manoeuvre, 
with the aircraft performing near right angle turns at 
each corner of  the loop, producing some great looking 
contrails as its control surfaces worked overtime to 
keep the aircraft stable. At least one of  the climbing 
manoeuvres required a 6G pull over at the top to stay 
within the allocated 20,000 feet of  airspace. Thousands 
of  spectators who spent hours in traffic jams getting to 
the show were happy to declare it all worthwhile after just 
that one display.

The formation flight was exceptionally close, at times 
with the aircraft wings overlapping, a tactic employed 
to make the aircraft look like one large target on hostile 
radar rather than four separate aircraft.

RAAF F/A-18 Hornets

1. The B47G-3B-2 Sioux was the very first helicopter 
to be flown by the RNZAF and has remained their 
helicopter trainer since 1965. Only recently retired after 
being replaced by the A109, one example is kept in flying 
condition and gave a popular display with the theme 
from M*A*S*H* playing in the background.

2. Instantly recognisable by sight or sound, the UH-1H 
Iroquois has been serving the RNZAF since 1966. 13 
aircraft will remain in service for a few years longer as 3 
SQN gradually transitions to the NH90. Four UH-1H’s 
flew together in a capability display that included the fast 
roping of  soldiers onto the runway, and the dropping of  
two cars onto the airfield. These helicopters will leave 
behind an enduring legacy when they retire, but they still 
have some work to do yet!

3. Completing the transformation to a high-tech modern 
helicopter force is the AgustaWestland A109 LUH, 
now the RNZAF’s training and Light Utility Helicopter. 
Known as the ‘Mako’ in RNZAF service, all aircrew will 
now carry out their training on this helicopter before 
transitioning to the NH-90 or SH-2 Seasprite. The A109 
will also be used for light operational roles, reducing the 
need to use the expensive and heavy NH90. The A109 
is equipped with a four-axis auto pilot and a winch. 
It carries a full communications suite, allowing it to 
interoperate with other government agencies and act as a 
communications node for the rest of  the NZDF.

4. The Royal New Zealand Navy operates five Kaman 
SH-2G Super-Seasprite helicopters. The Seasprite 
performs many roles for the RNZN, including Combat 
missions, Surveillance, Search & Rescue, Media, VIP 
and Utility tasks. They can operate off  the two ANZAC 
Frigates and the Multi-Role Vessel HMNZS Canterbury, 
as well as the two Offshore Patrol Vessels. The Seasprite 
display included the demonstration ‘rescue’ and hoisting 
of  a stranded sailor. 

NZ Military Helicopters
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COINCIDING with the 
75th Anniversary Air show 
was Exercise Kiwi Flag 
2012, a multi-lateral tactical 
air mobility exercise, which 
drew contributors from the 
USA, Australia, Singapore 
and France. Based out of  
RNZAF Base Whenuapai, 
the exercise saw fixed wing 
tactical training with tasks 
including aircraft mission 
generation and recovery, 
low-level navigation and 
the airdrop of  cargo and 
personnel to Kaipara and 
Raumai Air Weapons Ranges. 
Running from March 24 to 
April 5, the exercise formed 
a key part of  readiness 
training for the New Zealand 
Defence Force, and aimed 
to improve interoperability between the various participants. The 
international visitors were very keen to make good use of  New 
Zealand’s excellent and varied low flying terrain. 

The USAF bought 70 aircrew and two Boeing C-17 Globemaster 
III to the exercise, and while these aircraft are relatively common 
here with regular C-17 flights out of  Christchurch in support of  
the US Antarctic Program, the Lockheed KC-130J’s that the United 
States Marine Corp brought to New Zealand have never been seen 
in NZ before. The Royal Australian Airforce came with a C-130J, 
and the Republic of  Singapore Air Force arrived with a KC-130H, 
minus its air-to-air refuelling equipment. A frequent visitor to 
Whenuapai is the EADS/CASA C235 of  the French Air Force, 
based out of  New Caledonia. 

The participants flew all over the country during the exercise. 
SQNLDR Andy Scott, the RNZAF exercise director commented 
that “Only here in New Zealand can you have such a diverse range 
of  low-flying terrain within such a small area. The foreign pilots 
find the type of  flying they can do here thrilling and challenging. 
The fact they also get to show off  their aircraft at our 75th 
Anniversary Airshow is a real bonus for everybody.” Indeed, the 
visiting aircraft attracted so much attention in the static displays that 
each aircraft had long queues of  people waiting to board them.

Exercise Kiwi Flag

Teams from the USA, Singapore, 
Australian and French Air Forces 

participated in a tactical air mobility 
exercise during the RNZAF 75th 

Anniversary celebrations.

Foreign Visitors
OF THE several foreign aircraft present, 
flying displays were given by the F/A-18s 
and the USAF C-17, while the others were 
on static display for the enjoyment of  many 
who took the opportunity for a look inside. 

1. The C-17 put on an impressive 
routine, showing off  the attributes that 
make this huge aircraft so successful. Its 
Short Take Off  & Landing (STOL) abilities 
were obvious as it lifted off  and landed 
using a very small amount of  runway for an 
aircraft this size. The C-17 can carry more 
than 70,000kg over vast distances, and 
operate from unprepared airstrips. To give 
a sense of  scale to this behemoth, it can fit 
an entire C-130 Hercules payload onto its 
rear ramp and still lift it up and down.

2. A rare, not to mention expensive, 
visitor to NZ was the RAAF ‘Wedgetail’ 
AWACS aircraft. Based on a Boeing 
737 airframe, the system incorporates 
the Northrop Grumman M-AESA 
(Multifunction Active Electronically 
Scanned Array) radar. This very capable 
radar can track multiple targets the size of  
golf  balls out to over 400km in air-to-air 
mode, as well as perform surface scans. 
This aircraft is far more than an airborne 
early warning system; it can also act as 
a command post, communications hub 

and has significant electronic warfare and 
intelligence gathering capabilities. Though 
it was on static display at the airshow it was 
kept well under guard and no civilians were 
allowed inside.

3. This EADS/CASA C-235 of  the 
French Air Force operates out of  New 
Caledonia, and is a frequent visitor here. 
Capable of  tactical air-lift, medivac and 
multi-engine training, the C-235 or its larger 
C-295 cousin could make ideal platforms to 
fulfil RNZAF requirements as the C-130’s 
approach the end of  their lives. Working 
alongside a larger airlifter such as the 
A400M, C-130J or KC390, the C-235 could 
provide a cost effective alternative to heavy 
lift aircraft on smaller missions.

4. The United States Marine Corp 
KC-130J is capable of  air-to-air refuelling 
other aircraft and helicopters in flight using 
its ‘Hose & Drogue’ AAR pods. This is a 
very versatile tanker aircraft and can fly fast 
enough to refuel jet fighters, but also slow 
enough to refuel helicopters. ‘Fast’ or ‘slow’ 
pods are carried depending on the mission. 

5. The Republic of  Singapore Air Force 
KC-130H is one of  six operated by the 
RSAF, and is capable of  refuelling other 
aircraft, or helicopters, in flight. NZ has a 
strong relationship with the defence forces 
of  Singapore, with their army carrying out 
a lot of  training at Waiouru.

6. The RAAF’s C-130J is in 
the running as the replacement 
for the RNZAF’s C-130H’s 
around 2020. The C-130J is far 
more than just an upgrade to 
the existing Hercules airframe, 
being completely new-built 
and with significant engine and 
performance advances.

7. The RAAF F/A-18 
Hornets were the star of  the 
show for many. See separate 
text on page 26 of  this issue.

1

2

3

4

5

61 7

28 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 22 Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their advertisement in KiwiFlyer. 29www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Ohakea Airshow Feature KiwiFlyer

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss
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HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

NEW:  R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS



The Warbird and Civilian Participants

1. The two airworthy DC-3’s flying in 
New Zealand flew together at the airshow, 
as well as offering sightseeing rides. One of  
the most important and numerous aircraft 
ever built, the DC-3 / C-47 Dakota played 
a large role in New Zealand’s aviation 
scene, from airlines and freight services, 
through to low level topdressing and 
military service.

2. The simulated dogfight between the 
F.2B Bristol Fighter, flown by Andrew 
Vincent, and the Fokker D.VII, flown by 
Scott Mackenzie, was a highlight for many 
at the airshow. As they twirled around each 
other at not much more than stall speed, 
they brought back echoes from the past, 
re-living the era of  ‘real’ flying. Both these 
aircraft are replicas, the F.2B being built by 
Ed Store in Memphis, Tennessee, and the 
D.VII built in France for the 1966 Movie 
‘Blue Max’, and then rebuilt by The Vintage 
Aviator here in New Zealand.

3. Doug Brooker flew his twin seat ex-
SAAF TR9 Spitfire (pictured), and Brendon 
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Deere’s Mk IXc Spitfire was flown by 
SqnLdr Sean Perrett. An ex Harrier pilot 
for the RAF Sean is now an instructor for 
the RNZAF. However once they were both 
airborne their planned display was called 
off, which was a real shame since the sight 
of  these two Spitfires in the air with each 
other is a sight to behold. 

4. Graham Bethell’s P51-D Mustang 
has been displaying at air shows in New 
Zealand for many years, but still captivates 
the audience, with his immaculately 
maintained and displayed aircraft always 
impressing both seasoned airshow goers 
and first-timers alike. The P-51D was one 
of  the most successful aircraft of  WWII, 
and was in service until 1957 with the 
RNZAF who operated 30 examples.

5. Simon Gault has been flying the 
Thunder Mustang at airshows in New 
Zealand for many years now, and this is 
the sole example flying outside the USA 
at this time. With the addition of  modern 
materials and a V-12 engine, this aircraft 

HAVING returned to the skies only recently, the Hawker Hunter 
was a highly anticipated participant, and Dave Phillips put on his 
usual outstanding display of  low and fast passes in this very loud 
and impressive jet. But it was Dave’s later display in the Tiger Moth 
that really cemented his reputation as a virtuoso pilot. 
In what seemed like the ultimate juxtaposition, Dave Phillips 

climbed out of  the Hawker Hunter and into a Tiger Moth which 
he twirled around the sky in a variety of  graceful low-level 
manoeuvres that were an absolute delight to watch. Entranced by 
what they were seeing, the Tiger Moth display silenced many in the 
audience… most thinking “I didn’t know you could do THAT with 
a Tiger Moth”.

out performs the original in almost every 
respect.

6. The Yak-52 Team has a reputation for 
an extremely tight and impressive display. 
Airmanship is obvious as this team, drawn 
from various civilian owners and syndicates, 
comes together to fly manoeuvres in 
meticulous wing-tip to wing-tip formations. 
In their finale, two different formations 
rejoin as they fly toward the crowd then 
perform an impressive split-break.

7. Air New Zealand brought its brand 
new Boeing 777 to the airshow, where 
it attracted much attention in the static 
display, as hundreds of  people queued to 
get on board. A point of  interest in this 
aircraft is the new ‘Sky Couch’ economy 
seats and, of  course, its unique All Black 
paint scheme.

8. Phill Hooker flew the Falcomposite 
Furio at the airshow. One of  three now 
flying in New Zealand, this modern and 
capable kitset aircraft is fully aerobatic, 
rated to +6/-4 G’s.

9. Keith Skilling is one of  New 
Zealand’s most experienced display pilots, 
and for many years he has flown the sole 
airworthy ex-RNZAF FG-1D Corsair 
owned by the Old Stick and Rudder 
Company. His display is always breathtaking 
and this day proved no exception. The 
‘Whispering Death’ Corsair wreaked havoc 
on the Japanese in the Pacific Theatre of  
WWII.  The RNZAF operated 424 of  
these aircraft during the war, which were 
so successful that they were maintained by 
some Air Forces into the 1960’s.

10. Dave Brown flew the BAE 167 
Strikemaster (foreground) which was 
purchased by Brett Nicholls in 2010 and 
now sports bright green ‘V’ sponsorship 
that helps to keep it in the air.  Sixteen 
Strikemaster’s entered service with the 
RNZAF in 1972, and remained in service 
for 20 years. The De Havilland DH115 
Vampire has a long history with the 
RNZAF, staying in service for 22 years. 
Brett Emeny’s immaculate example is a 
regular on the NZ airshow circuit, yet never 
fails to impress with its gleaming silver 
finish and unique sound.

11. A rare international visitor the 
airshow was the Texan II AT-6, a small 
advanced two-seat trainer that was here 
to demonstrate to the RNZAF. Hawker 

Beechcraft is offering this aircraft to fulfil 
the new Advanced Pilot Training Aircraft 
requirement. The aircraft was flown by test 
pilot Michael Rambo, and supported with 
a background commentary straight out of  
the sales brochure.

12. Led by A320 Pilot and Warbirds 
Association President Frank Parker, the 
Roaring Forties flew a range of  thrilling 
aerobatics while in formation with their 
five Harvard aircraft. This team from 
Ardmore, and the Harvard especially, have 
a long history here in New Zealand, and are 
always a welcome sight (and sound!).

13. Halet Griffin’s de Havilland Canada 
DHC-2 Beaver, ZK-AZB, is one of  the 
last operational top-dressing Beavers in 
the world. It was Field Air’s first Beaver, 
imported to New Zealand in 1951 and 
played a large part in the development of  
New Zealand’s air-agricultural business.

14. This TBM Avenger has recently 
returned to New Zealand following many 
years in Australia. After being purchased 
by Brendon Deere the aircraft was flown 
across the Tasman by Guy Stevenson, 
via Norfolk Island for a fuel stop. The 
Avenger now resides at Ohakea and will 
be repainted back into RNZAF markings 
This was the biggest single engine aircraft 
to be used by the RNZAF. Up close you 

get a real feel for the huge size of  this 
aircraft, and it is difficult to imagine them 
being operated from the small (by todays 
standards) aircraft carriers during WWII. 
Guy Stevenson performed a lovely and 
sedate display in the Avenger, with plenty 
of  low passes and Bomb Bay door open, 
plus a simulated high angle of  attack 
Carrier Landing, including two ‘Landing 
Officers’ on the runway who signalled the 
aircraft in its approach.

15. Doug Brookers extreme aerobatics 
display in the MX-2 has to be seen to be 
believed. It’s the sort of  display you expect 
from a model aircraft rather than one with 
a real pilot inside. From multiple flat spins 
and fast barrel rolls to tail slides Doug 
Brookers routine is an exercise in the laws 
of  physics and superb airmanship.

16. Tony Unwin from Gyrate at 
Tauranga brought the Calidus Fern Gyro 
to the airshow, and its impressive display 
turned many heads. Whilst gyros can’t 
hover, they can’t stall either. They are 
exceptionally manoeuvrable and a great 
deal of  fun to fly, and Tony fielded many 
enquiries from his static display after the 
demonstration flight.

Chris Gee took virtually all the photos for this 
article. Visit his website at www.stereoimage.co.nz 
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Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

Available from
Phil Jones, 

NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997 
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz

SIERRA
The Best mid priced ANR headset

Light and Comfortable
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth Compatible
Cellphone Interface

Top of the Range ANR 
New Speaker Design

Microport Vent Technology
Light and Comfortable

Unparallelled Voice Clarity
Superb Stereo Sound

Bluetooth & Cellphone


