KiwiFlyer
TM

The New Zealand Aviators’ Marketplace

$

5.90 inc GST

ISSN 1170-8018

Issue 25

2012 #6

Mosquito Restoration and Ardmore Airshow
Christmas Gift Guide for Aviators
Ag Planes Past and Present - Part One
Products, Services, News, Events, Warbirds, Recreation, Training and more.

KiwiFlyer Issue 25

2012 #6

From the Editor
This is Issue 25 of KiwiFlyer which somehow
seems more significant than our 24th and 4th year
anniversary last time. Perhaps it’s because we’re a
quarter of the way to 100 now. We’re not planning
on taking 12 more years to get there however,
since following feedback from advertisers and
readers, there will be seven issues next year instead
of six. They will continue to be evenly spaced, give
or take the odd week to help align publication with
various aviation events of significance. That’s more
to do for your editorial team but it’s not work if
you enjoy it, and everyone who contributes to
KiwiFlyer certainly does.
We could not overlook the magnificent restoration
of de Havilland FB.26 Mosquito KA114 which
had its first flight at Ardmore recently and is
deservedly the feature of this issue. Gavin Conroy
and Chris Gee co-operated on an article that
begins as the project did with Glyn Powell’s vision
and determination to see an idea through. There
are plenty of details and interesting anecdotes on
the research, building, finishing and test flying, the
latter contributed by Mosquito test pilot, Keith
Skilling. A ‘Mosquito Launch Spectacular’ airshow
was held at Ardmore and was indeed spectacular.
Chris also wrote up a photo essay on this which
we have included for readers who couldn’t attend.
Plenty did though, blocking roads around the
airfield for many miles.
Our cover gives a clue to something new for this
issue for which we welcome John Nicolson to
the KiwiFlyer contribution team. John is putting
together a series on Ag. Planes – Past and Present.
There is a rich and interesting history to be
presented here and we start right at the beginning
with Government backed trials of lupin seed
sowing along Ninety Mile Beach.
Anyone who has ever wondered about flying
themselves to Australia will find Lance Weller’s
Trans Tasman Checklist article to be very useful
and informative. And anyone interested in the
discipline, vagaries, and sometimes excitement
of test flying is sure to enjoy part two of Frank
Parker’s story on this important role and significant
position of trust.
It’s Christmas soon and the end of another year
that seems to have raced by once again. It remains
to sincerely thank all those who have supported
and contributed to KiwiFlyer in 2012, and to wish
all readers a very Happy Christmas and safe flying
over the holiday season for a great start to 2013.

Michael Norton

Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine
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Industry News Briefs
International Advanced Helicopter
Training School announced for Nelson

HNZ Group Inc. has confirmed it will
establish an internationally recognised
advanced helicopter training school in
Nelson.
HNZ Group Inc. Executive Vice
President International, Keith Mullett, says
the Nelson-based school will see an initial
investment of NZ$1m, a figure he says is
expected to increase in coming years.
“Nelson is a great location for advanced
helicopter training, as the school will
be within minutes of diverse and often
difficult terrain,” Mullett says. “The local
ranges are ideal for pilots to learn about
the mechanics of mountain winds, and to
practise advanced flying techniques. We are
expecting a lot of interest from overseas
pilots.”
HNZ Group CEO, Don Wall, added
that “HNZ Group is committed to growing
its New Zealand operations, and as part of
that commitment we will establish an HNZ
Topflight School in Nelson at the beginning
of next year. There is one other HNZ
Topflight School in the world, which is in

Canada. The new Nelson-based school will
work in partnership with our sister school
in Canada and be the only one of its kind
in the Southern Hemisphere.”
The announcement coincided with the
first visit to New Zealand by the company’s
international Board from Canada.
The company’s growth strategy will
see a minimum of $35 million worth of
investment come into New Zealand over
the next 18 months.
Tecnam launches new P92 Classic Light

The 7th generation model in the Tecnam
P92 range has recently been launched. The
P92 Classic Light has a fly-away launch
price of just NZ$76,900 +GST (at current
forex rates). This is for a basic, entry-level
configuration, to which various upgrades
can be added at time of purchase. MTOW
is 500kg.
It is 20 years since the first P92 Echo
Classic flew and Tecnam has produced
nearly 2000 P92 variants since. Giovanni
Nustrini, who set up Tecnam NZ 15 years
ago is delighted to be able to offer the new
aircraft at such an exceptional price and
says that it has superb flying qualities.
Backed by Tecnam’s pedigree, warranty
and after sales service, the P92 Classic Light
will likely open a new market, being those
that would like to own a brand new aircraft
but previously could not afford to do so.
Contact Giovanni at Tecnam NZ on
09 298 9144 or 021 832 626, email: info@
tecnam.co.nz or visit www.tecnam.co.nz

The new Tecnam P92 Classic Light
CTC adds $280m to Waikato economy
over eight years

Airline pilot training organisation,
CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Limited
has recently paid back a $3m loan it was
given by Hamilton City Council in 2004
to help establish a flight training school at
Hamilton Airport.
It was this financial support from the
Hamilton City Council that landed the New
Zealand operation of UK pilot training
organisation CTC Aviation Group at
Hamilton Airport. Eight years on, CTC’s
Hamilton operation turns over more than
$12m per year, and (based on a NZTE
recognised revenue multiplier) estimates it
has contributed more than $280m to the
Waikato economy in this time.
A ceremony to celebrate the loan
repayment and thank the Council for its
support was held on 28th November at
CTC’s facilities at Hamilton Airport.
Hamilton City Mayor Julie Hardaker,
Deputy Mayor Gordon Chesterman and
other guests were given a tour of CTC’s
facilities before settling in for a formal
presentation and thank you from CTC’s

New Zealand managing director Ian
Calvert. CTC also introduced a graduate
who is now a pilot with Jetstar.
Mr Calvert said the Council’s support
was critical in securing CTC’s operations in
Hamilton, and the event was a celebration
of the successful relationship between the
two organisations. “We started in 2005
with a turnover of around $2.5M and
approximately 50 cadets. Thankfully the
Council had the foresight to recognise
the value of having an international
organisation like CTC in the region, and
this year we turned over more than $12M
and trained more than 200 cadets. We are
very pleased to have paid back the Council’s
loan and we are proud to be a significant
contributor to the Waikato economy,” said
Mr Calvert.
Mayor Hardaker said the development
of the aviation cluster had been a success
story for the Waikato, which continued
to make a significant contribution to the
economy, adding that “CTC is a big part of
the success of the aviation cluster and we
congratulate CTC for its contribution to
the regional and Hamilton economies.”
CTC currently has 190 cadets in training
who are citizens of 15 countries around the
world, and provides training in association

with 16 international airline partners. CTC
has a fleet of 36 aircraft and employs 63
instructors. Since launching here in 2005,
CTC has flown more than 183,000 hours
and trained more than 1250 cadets.
New SportCruiser and state-of-the-art
factory in China

Anton Meier of Aerosport Aviation,
distributor for SportCruiser aircraft in the
Pacific region, was recently in China for
the opening of a brand new state-of-theart, dedicated factory for SportCruiser
production. During the opening ceremony

Anton Meier signs an order for 10 new
SportCruisers at the factory opening ceremony.

attended by numerous dignitaries and
significant political guests, Anton placed
an order for 10 of the new aircraft, most
of which have been pre-sold to customers

throughout Australasia. This was a
significant occasion, earning Anton and by
association New Zealand, valuable respect
from influential leaders in the fledgling
Chinese aviation industry.
Anton says that the new factory is
outstanding, with every machine there
being brand new and most being CNC
controlled, making the new SportCruiser
‘tool perfect’ in its construction.
There are more than 50 upgrades in the
new aircraft, the most significant being
the installation of the new Rotax 912 iS
fuel injected engine as standard (with 20%
less fuel burn giving an 8 hour range).
The nosewheel is now steerable with
individual brakes remaining and Dynon
D1000 SkyView Twin 10” screens with
synthetic vision will be standard. There are
new ailerons and alterations to the elevator
which now achieve harmony between all
flying surfaces and with a major redesign
of structural strength in some areas of the
aircraft, Anton says the new SportCruiser
will be perfect as a reliable flight trainer.
KiwiFlyer will have more about the new
SportCruiser factory and aircraft in a future
issue. Contact Anton on 07 829 5940 or
021 289 5999, email: anton@aerosport.
co.nz or visit www.aerosport.co.nz

Apply now for
2013 Scholarships
Up to $70,000...!

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore
Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz
Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188
Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz
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contributed by Gavin Conroy and Chris Gee

Return of the ‘Wooden Wonder’
After thousands of hours of restoration work over the last eight years by
Avspecs, the first public display of de Havilland FB.26 Mosquito KA114
was a major event for the New Zealand warbird scene. The restoration has been
a mammoth task, with multiple challenges to overcome and there are many who
said, “it cannot be done”. Through the determination of owner Jerry Yagen,
restoration experts Warren Denholm and Glyn Powell, and the dedicated team
at Avspecs, the aircraft has returned to the sky amidst much popular fanfare.

Under the expert guidance of Dave Phillips and Keith Skilling, KA114 took
to the air on 27 September 2012 for the first time since 1945. Just two days
later, Dave and Keith performed exhilarating displays of the Mosquito at an
Ardmore Airshow, put on especially to celebrate the restoration and allow the
public to see the aircraft in the air before it heads offshore. Warbird enthusiasts
from all over the world arrived at Ardmore for this very successful event which
was also attended by KiwiFlyer Contributors Gavin Conroy and Chris Gee.

ONE OF THE few
history, being flown by
WWII combat aircraft
many New Zealanders
constructed almost
within the RNZAF while
entirely from wood,
under RAF command in
the Mosquito earned
Europe during WWII.
the nickname ‘Wooden
One of the most famous
Wonder’. With the
missions under taken by
bombing of England’s
a Kiwi aircrew was the
heavy industry by the
Amiens prison raid in
Germans, the Mosquito’s
1944, which saw a group
wooden construction
of Mosquitos destroy
became even more
a wall surrounding a
important. Without
prison in France. This
having to rely on the
was a risky operation
heavy engineering carried
performed under
out in factories, the
urgency that saved the
aircraft parts could be
lives of many French
constructed over various
Resistance fighters,
dispersed locations, such
who were about to be
as furniture companies,
executed imminently.
and brought together
The successful mission
Not what you expect to see fly past while having lunch up the Sky Tower. Brett Emeny’s DH.115 saw 258 prisoners escape
to produce the finished
Vampire accompanies its older sibling on a flight across Auckland City. Gavin Conroy photograph.
aircraft. The aircraft
although unfortunately
was extremely light, could sustain severe battle damage, and have
102 inmates were killed by the bomb damage or shot by German
repairs carried out at forward operating bases. The aircraft was
soldiers. Fifty guards were killed and one Mosquito was shot down
fast, manoeuvrable and could deliver a punishing blow, commonly
with the loss of both crew.
armed with four 20mm Hispano cannons, four .303 Browning
The last official European war mission was on 21 May 1945. The
machine guns and a payload of up to 2000 pounds of bombs or
Mosquito was a major contributor to the Allies’ victory in Europe,
rockets.
with the Mosquito increasing German night-fighter losses so badly
The de Havilland Mosquito was converted into many different
that the Luftwaffe is said to have awarded two victories for every
variants and carried out numerous roles in WWII, performing
one Mosquito shot down.
medium bomber, tactical strike, anti-submarine, anti-shipping,
night fighter, reconnaissance and battlefield air-interdiction
Acquiring KA114
missions. Initially developed in some secrecy, the existence of the
Built at the de Havilland factory in Toronto, Canada, KA114 first
Mosquito was announced on the BBC Home Service radio after
flew in early 1945, too late to see active service, and was delivered
the controversial Oslo Mosquito Raid of 25 September 1942, an
straight into reserve storage. It then spent three months with the
attack on Gestapo HQ in Norway that left 80 civilians dead and one
Royal Canadian Air Force’s 7 OTU (Operational Training Unit) in
Mosquito destroyed.
Nova Scotia before entering storage after WWII in Alberta. KA114
The aircraft has a firm place within the tapestry of our nation’s
was fortunate to avoid being scrapped. Purchased by a Canadian

Warren Denholm, owner of Avspecs, whose team
restored KA114 over an 8 year period.
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Glyn Powell, whose vision started the project, built
all of the wooden wing and fuselage structures.
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Proud owner of KA114 Jerry Yagen, founder of the
Military Aviation Museum at Virginia Beach.
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Gavin Conroy

de Havilland FB.26 Mosquito KA114 formates for Gavin Conroy’s camera in the skies above Ardmore

its wings needed to be trimmed with a chainsaw to fit it into
the container, which must have been a difficult choice to for all
concerned to make.
The relationship between Warren and Jerry had been solidified
through the restoration of a Curtiss P-40E Kittyhawk in 2003, with
Jerry finding the workmanship carried out by Warren’s team to
be of an exemplary, world-class standard. The pair had discussed
the possibility of future restoration projects together, and, finding
inspiration in Glyn’s passion for a Mosquito restoration, these three
incredibly determined and resourceful people came together to
work on a project that would come to captivate one of the worlds
most vibrant and successful warbird scenes.

farmer in 1948, it stayed on a farm in Alberta, where it deteriorated
until 1978 when it was transferred to the Canadian Museum of
Flight and Transport. Unfortunately the aircraft suffered more
damage, literally falling into two pieces while being loaded onto a
trailer for the trip to the museum in Vancouver.
Many years later, in a workshop at Drury, near Auckland, Glyn
Powell began an attempt to restore a Mosquito T43. Although
using wood in the airframe had been a brilliant idea during WWII,
these airframes were not built for longevity, with deterioration of
the wood and break down of the glues and fabric taking its toll
on the parts of the aircraft that remained. It became obvious that
re-producing the wooden airframe would be the most uniquely
challenging aspect of restoring a Mosquito. Glyn wanted the work
to be done using the original specifications, but using modern glue,
fabric and other materials that would help his Mosquito stand up to
the test of time. He enlisted the services of a boat builder to help
produce moulds for the fuselage, as well as build the wings and tail
section.
Inspired by Glyn’s work, Warren Denholm, managing director
of Avspecs, and Jerry Yagen, the founder of the Military Aviation
Museum at Virginia Beach (www.militaryaviationmuseum.org is well
worth a look), saw a great opportunity to take up the challenge of
returning a Mosquito to the skies. Glyn knew of the incomplete
airframe in Canada, and Jerry financed him to fly over to have a
look at it. Following Glyn’s advice, and without having set eyes on
the airframe himself, Jerry Yagen purchased KA114 in 2004 and
had it shipped over to Avspecs in New Zealand. Unfortunately

Once the remains of the airframe arrived in New Zealand,
the Avspecs team unloaded the aircraft and set about removing
all of the useable parts and fittings. Although the woodwork
was in terrible condition, most of the metal parts could be used
again. Alternatively patterns could be drawn up from damaged
components to produce new ones. This was easier than starting
from scratch, especially when the plans were extremely hard to
come by. The project was slow to get going initially due to the wood
that was required to build an airworthy machine being very hard to
source. After a worldwide search a suitable supplier was eventually
found and the project picked up pace.
It took Glyn just under three years to build the wooden wing and
fuselage structures from scratch and the aircraft was then handed

In the Avspecs hangar, circa 2008 with KA114 beginning to look and feel
like the aircraft it will become as the project steadily progresses.

Room for a crew of two in the Mosquito cockpit which saw service in bomber,
fighter, pathfinder, strike, photo reconnaissance and transport roles.

The Restoration Process

KiwiFlyer is focused on the NZ aviation community and marketplace. Phone Michael on 0800 535 937 to discuss how we can help your business.
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over to Avspecs at Ardmore for fit-out and completion which was
a huge job indeed. The team there had been restoring hydraulic and
electric systems, making pipes, and constructing new cowlings and
other parts that would be required. The cowlings were fabricated
by a team of four lead by Derek Smith, and were particularly
challenging, with hundreds of hours spent building the complete
set for both engines.
A multitude of new parts were going to be needed, as the
aircraft had no engines or undercarriage, along with many other

worked almost exclusively on KA114 since its arrival at Avspecs.
“When you look in the cockpit it is amazing how much of it came
directly from KA114; the throttle quadrant, control column, and
more are all original. We didn’t have the original radios but Charles
Darby had some, although none of the aluminium trays that the
radios sit on. They are very difficult to source these days.” said
Andy, adding that “Fortunately the original radio trays were still in
KA114 which is rare as a lot of that stuff normally sells well at the
scrap yard.”
After years of tireless
effort by the Avspecs
team working through
each of the aircraft’s
systems, by the beginning
of 2012 things had
progressed impressively.
The wheels would go
up and down, some
electrical systems were
working in the cockpit,
and the cowlings and
other sheet metal work
were moving along well.
Warren predicted that the
aircraft would fly in the
third quarter of 2012,
but of course he did not
yet have a specific date
in mind. Warren’s friend
Peter Fahey came up with
the idea of having an
airshow at Ardmore to
celebrate the Mosquito’s
Chris Gee
return to the sky before
it would be shipped to
KA114 during a cruise power (still at 300mph) fly-past at the Ardmore ‘Mosquito Launch Spectacular’ Airshow.
the USA to join Jerry
items that were extremely difficult to locate. Jerry’s talent finding
Yagen’s collection in Virginia Beach, and eventually the date of 29th
rare parts was illustrated when he secured a brand new pilot seat,
September was set.
with the maker’s tag still attached, via an internet auction site.
The team started working longer hours and sometimes seven
Two former RNZAF Merlin 25s complete with genuine engine
days a week, with a few extra pairs of hands brought in, to ensure
mounts were found in Australia, and were purchased for the
they would have the aircraft completed and flying on time, with
project. These were sent to California to be restored by Vintage
Warren as project manager ensuring that all the parts were ready
V-12s. Each is rated at 1610hp at 3000 rpm.
when required, as well as tested and built to the highest standards. It
The propellers, overhauled by Safe Air near Blenheim, presented
would soon be time for painting.
another challenge to the team. They only had one original Mosquito
Choosing a paint scheme for any aircraft is a difficult task and
propeller blade, the other five being cut down Lancaster propeller
various different ideas were thrown around before a 487 Squadron
blades.
RNZAF colour scheme was finally chosen. Andy spent many
Many other New Zealand based companies have helped to
hours researching this colour scheme and its correct camouflage
make components like radiators and fuel tanks. The significant
placement. Then on August 8, 2012, the aircraft was towed across
task of making radiators (none had been produced since Mosquito
Ardmore Airfield for the painting to begin. It was the first time
production ended) was taken on by Replicore, a company already
KA114 had travelled more than just a few feet since arriving. The
experienced in fabricating aircraft radiators such as for the P-40
aircraft’s painting was the culmination of a huge amount of work
series of fighters. The Mosquito radiators were totally different
by the team at Airspray Ardmore Limited. It was expected to take
however and following hundreds of hours of research and
up to a month to paint the aircraft but a team of five, lead by Roy
painstaking work, the end result is stunning.
King, got the job done in less than 11 days, working 10 hours per
The Mosquito used a complex hydraulic system, which was
day to complete what turned out to be a magnificent paint job.
another huge challenge to replicate. Paul Levitt took responsibility
Once the aeroplane was towed back to the hangar the team
for this and, not prepared to use original piping due to potential
finished off a huge amount of smaller jobs, including the addition
failures from old stock, spent over a year making new piping for the
of four machine guns and the fitting of four 20mm cannons under
hydraulic system.
the nose, complete with original ammo boxes. The first flight was
Avspecs engineer Andy Hosking (an absolute perfectionist)
getting near.
was responsible for the entire cockpit fit-out and detailing and has
8
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The Flight Test Regime

September 19 would see a major milestone passed with the first
starting of an engine.
Apart from a couple of minor fuel leaks the engine ran sweetly.
The leaks turned out to be just two loose bolts, and were fixed
quickly. On September 20 the aircraft’s weight and balance was
checked and on September 21 the right hand engine was started
successfully. September 23 saw both engines running, the chocks
removed and Warren taking the aircraft for its first taxi. Everything
went fine and after a short taxi he stopped at a holding point and
ran the engines up to 2700 rpm and 6 psi of manifold pressure.
The noise was deafening but demonstrated that the aircraft wanted
to fly. September 24, 25, and 26 were very busy for the team as it
took the CAA two full days to do all of the inspections. Work was
progressing well on the cowlings, radios were operational and the
gear doors, freshly returned from the paint shop, were installed
and checked. Following sign off and the issue of a Certificate of
Airworthiness the only thing left to do was fly it!
Jerry Yagen arrived into New Zealand just in time to see his
aircraft take to the air on the 27th of September. When he saw
the aircraft in its completed state he said “This is why I get aircraft
restored in New Zealand, the workmanship is outstanding and
nobody does it better than the Kiwis”. Warren invited him into the
cockpit for a look, and soon after he was treated to a double engine
run, the first with the full set of cowlings fitted.
The Mosquito was airborne for the first time about an hour
later under the command of Dave Phillips, with Warren Denholm
as the other crew member, accompanied by the T-28 Trojan chase
plane flown by Rob Silich with photographer Gavin Conroy on
board. On the ground a large crowd had gathered and the Mosquito

roared into the sky accompanied by cheers and clapping from the
onlookers. The Mosquito looked great as it took off and began to
catch up with the Trojan. Carrying out his duties as the chase pilot,
Rob flew the Trojan directly under the Mosquito to check the doors
had closed properly as well as checking for any fluid leaks, but all
was well. The aircraft was flown at different speeds and different
configurations with flaps up and down, undercarriage checks were
performed along with the confirmation of many other systems.
The aircraft landed at Auckland International Airport 45 minutes
later and apart from an issue with the airspeed indicator the flight
was a total success. Whilst at Auckland Airport there was a crew
changeover and Keith Skilling got his turn in the cockpit, flying it
for 30 minutes before returning to Auckland International. Dave
Phillips and Warren then took off and landed back at Ardmore
a few minutes later. Auckland International had been chosen
to operate the aircraft from initially due to its longer and wider
runways. The test flight had brought a couple of small issues to
attention, though these were easy to rectify. The next day the newly
painted cowlings were installed and another successful day of test
flying carried out.
The Airshow

The media and enthusiast hype that surrounded the first
public display of de Havilland Mosquito KA114 was intense, with
thousands of people converging on the usually calm airfield from
across the globe. Under the expert command of Dave Phillips and
Keith Skilling the aircraft performed three displays at the airshow,
much to the delight of the crowd, and especially the restoration
team, who put so much hard work into the project over so many
years. Performing alongside a plethora of other classic aircraft

Would you like to see something different in KiwiFlyer or perhaps contribute yourself ? Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz with your ideas.

9

KiwiFlyer

Fly away in a Tecnam P92 CLASSIC LIGHT
* NZ$
from as low as

76900

+ GST

Celebrating 20 years since the first Echo Classic flew, and 15 years of aircraft
distribution and support in New Zealand, Tecnam are proud to now re-launch a
basic, entry-level aircraft with superb flying qualities at an exceptional price.
* based on exchange rates at time of print

(see photo essay in this issue of KiwiFlyer), KA114 was the star
KA114 to the air, and to thank all those involved. Several of the
attraction, the one everybody had come to see. The sound of those
former WWII Mosquito aircrew were in attendance, and it was a
twin Merlin engines tearing up the sky as she passed overhead was
very special time for them as many had not seen a Mosquito since
exhilarating, initially leaving both the crowd and commentators
WWII and were deeply grateful to have been able to again see
in a stunned silence until cheers and clapping burst forth. There
one in the air. With the last flyable Mosquito destroyed in a fatal
were several Veteran Mosquito pilots in
accident at an airshow in the UK in 1996,
attendance at the show, seated comfortably
this was a day that many thought they would
in their own VIP area. Many of them were
never see, let alone here in New Zealand.
visibly in tears as the thundering flybys
Following the airshow some other
of the aircraft brought back long distant
finishing jobs were attended to, including
memories.
the time consuming job of adding dozens
Keith flew the first two flights with
of decals onto the aeroplane, as well as
Dave in the right seat, then they swapped
further detailing on the inside and outside
positions for the last display. These final
of the aircraft. Now the work begins on
passes were quite special as KA114 flew
dismantling KA114 so it can be shipped
in formation with a DH Vampire, its
out to Jerry Yagen’s Military Aviation
subsequent replacement in the fighterMuseum at Virginia Beach in the USA.
bomber role, and then two passes leading
Due to the size of the aeroplane a few
a Spitfire, Mustang, and Kittyhawk. With
options are being looked at to get it to the
Dave and Keith having only spent a few
US safely. The main wing and fuselage can
hours in the air with KA114 before the
be separated but shipping containers are
display, she was handled with great respect
still the same size as the ones that bought
during a routine that was both gentle and
KA114 to New Zealand originally, and
dramatic. After the airshow, Keith exclaimed
unlike the last time it was shipped, there
“That is the best restored aircraft I have
is no way that the wings will be cut off
ever seen and had the honour to fly. The
with a chainsaw to get everything in! Once
aircraft handles well, much like a DH
the Mosquito safely arrives in Virginia the
Chris Gee
Devon, it is indeed a pleasure to fly and nice
Avspecs team will be there for reassembly
A magnificant sight and sound. We can be very
to have on one’s logbook”.
and test flying.
proud of our NZ warbird restoration capabilities.
Between them these pilots have an
extensive amount of flying experience. Keith Skilling flew Bristol
More Mosquitos
Freighters, C-130H Hercules with the RNZAF, and has also test
KA114 is the only Mosquito flying out of a total of 7800 built
flown many of the aircraft that have been restored by Avspecs over
but fortunately this won’t be the last time we see one here in NZ.
the years. He is best known for his time spent with the Brietling
Now that Glyn Powell has mastered the moulds and the Avspecs
Fighters display team flying the FG-1D Corsair, which is a type he
team have KA114 under their belts, it will be easier to produce
still regularly flies here in New Zealand. Dave flew A-4K Skyhawks
more, and there are rumours they have been contracted to build
with 75 Squadron RNZAF before becoming a Senior Captain
another two aircraft, one of which will remain in New Zealand.
with Cathay Pacific. The fast jet experience was something Dave
The story of de Havilland FB26 Mosquito KA114’s return to
missed so he bought a Hawker Hunter and is well known for his
the air is set to remain one of the highlights of the decade for many
spectacular displays at airshows around New Zealand. He has
aviation enthusiasts here in New Zealand. KiwiFlyer congratulates
become legendary for the versatility and airmanship shown during
Jerry Yagen, Glyn Powell, Warren Denholm and the entire Avspecs
his Tiger Moth displays and most recently test flew Bill and Robyn
team on a job well done, and the organisers of the ‘Mosquito
Reid’s Mk 1 Anson in Nelson.
Launch Spectacular’ airshow at Ardmore Airport on an extremely
A dinner was held following the show to celebrate the return of
successful event.

In 20 years of service, the P92 worldwide fleet now stands at nearly
2000 aeroplanes in both ULM/LSA and VLA categories.
Fly TECNAM and join thousands of other satisfied aircraft owners.
Tecnam pedigree, warranty, and after sales service are second to none.

Contact us today:
09 298 9144
021 832 626
info@tecnam.co.nz
www.tecnam.co.nz

TECNAM

Chris Gee

Test pilots Keith Skilling and Dave Phillips shake hands with veteran Mosquito aircrew at the end of the airshow.
Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their advertisement in KiwiFlyer.
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KiwiFlyer Feature
contributed by Keith Skilling

Flying the Mosquito
ABOUT 20 years ago Glyn Powell told me
that he was going to build a Mosquito. He
said he knew people thought he was mad
but said he had the time and the passion
to complete the task. My initial reaction
was somewhere between admiration and
scepticism but all coupled with the hope
that it would all come to fruition one day. I
didn’t doubt his tenacity. I just thought the
project would become overwhelming.
As I stood beside him while Warren
Denholm started the port Merlin for the
first time he said to me, “people have
almost stopped laughing now”. They
certainly have and as I wander through the
various rebuild facilities in Auckland and
see more Mosquitos being built, I also see a
huge testament to Glyn’s perseverance and
conviction. Glyn’s patience is even more
admirable when one considers how little
support he and Warren received from their
visits to British Aerospace and DH Support
in England. Anything with ‘Mosquito’
written on it was ‘unobtainable’.
As a youngster at Taieri airfield many
years ago, I would gaze out of my bedroom
window at the ex RNZAF Mosquitos lined
up outside waiting for disposal. Maybe that
is where the infatuation started, or maybe
like everyone else, the more I read about
this magnificent aeroplane over the years,
the more I grew to appreciate it. Everything
I had read on the Mosquito was about
what a wonderful aeroplane it was, so I was
unprepared for what I found as I delved
deeper.
Dave Phillips had been preparing the
data for the test flying of Jerry Yagen’s
Mosquito for a couple of years and
had discovered some quite disturbing
comments regarding poor single engine

performance, structural
weaknesses and control
flutter. I came into
the project several
months prior to the
first flight and together
we started going
over every piece of
information regarding
flying the Mosquito
that we could find.
Fighter Bomber configurations included the usual fixed armaments of four
Old test flight reports, 20mm Hispano Mk.II cannons in the fuselage belly and four .303 (7.7 mm)
magazine articles,
Browning machine guns mounted in the nose.
countless Mosquito
enough to have an engine failure on
books, and pages of accident reports
take-off. The single engine safety speed
were devoured until we thought we had
according to ‘pilot’s notes’ is around
a pretty good appreciation of flying the
190mph, and with lift off at around
aircraft. One vivid report was from an
120mph, there is quite a ‘graveyard gap’!
Israeli pilot who went to England to pick
Sadly also there are numerous reports
up a Mosquito and stumbled on a hangar
of Mosquito pilots getting too slow on
full of Mosquitos up on trestles with their
approach with the inevitable loss of control
undercarriages missing, apparently due to
and fatal results.
collapses caused by uncontrolled swings on
We agreed that a significant amount of
take-off and landing. I was also surprised
taxi and ground handling time was required
to find that Dave had discovered three ex
prior to the first flight, so we each spent a
Mosquito pilots with very lucid memories.
lot of time practicing this - time very well
George Aird and Peter Henley, both ex
spent. We were helped by the excellent New
BAe test pilots, and George Stewart, a
Zealand built radiators that showed no sign
WWII Mosquito pilot who also went on
of overheating, regardless of the power
to train Chinese pilots onto the Mosquito.
settings and weather conditions. George
They were all very willing to pass on their
Stewart had suggested a take-off technique
experiences, which proved invaluable.
that he had used when teaching the Chinese
It soon became apparent that most
pilots to fly the Mosquito. Selecting zero
of our potential problems would revolve
boost on the brakes prior to releasing them
around ground handling, particularly with
ensured a reduced time to safety speed and
swing, not helped by a fully castoring,
more importantly, no swing, an excellent
unlockable tail wheel. I understand a tail
suggestion that we have adopted with great
wheel lock was considered but rejected
success.
because of fuselage strength issues. The
Like Dave, I have flown several first
second problem area would be single
test flights of aircraft out of Avspecs
engine handling should we be unlucky

Mark Tantrum
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that have been built under the guidance of
Warren Denholm and his team, so I had
absolutely no concerns about engineering or
airworthiness. Glyn had also used the very
best of wood products and excellent modern
glues, so structural integrity was not an issue.
I am quite familiar with Merlins and the
aircraft seemed surprisingly simple to operate
being basically a two engined Spitfire. All that
was left now was to go and fly it.
For added safety on the first flight we
elected to have a chase plane, a T-28 flown
by Rob Silich, and the first landing would be
at Auckland International for extra runway
length and extra facilities. Dave had the
honour of the first flight from Ardmore.
Apart from a static leak giving unreliable
airspeed (the T-28 was fortuitous), the
aircraft performed very well. Dave’s grin on
arrival at Auckland said it all. My turn next.
What a huge thrill it was to open up the
two Merlins to +13 the first time. It is a
wonderful noise experience sitting six feet
behind a Merlin at full power, but sitting
between two of them is truly incredible.
The Mosquito flew beautifully straight out
of the hanger and it was everything I had
imagined; stable, responsive, plenty of
power, excellent visibility and very reliable.
What a machine to go to war in! All of the
performance figures were as good, or better
than predicted, a testament to the superb
accuracy of the rebuild. Apart from a few
minor instrument problems the aircraft has
performed flawlessly in the 8 hours it has
flown as I write this.
After getting comfortable in the aircraft
and taking it through a fair proportion of
the test flight regime, Dave and I displayed
it at Ardmore for a “Mosquito first flight”
airshow. We limited ourselves to a maximum
of 300mph and cruise power (any more
power would have had us exceeding 300mph)
and nothing approaching a wingover, very
tame by both of our standards. Even with
this mild regime the Mosquito still created an
incredible impression.
I still can’t believe that so many people
came from all over New Zealand and
Australia just to see the Mosquito fly. Roads
were jammed for miles around Ardmore and
sadly a lot of people did not even get inside
the gates, such is the aura surrounding this
aircraft.
Thank you very much Jerry and to all
involved, it has been a huge thrill and honour
to be involved myself. And please Jerry - can
I do a few rolls and loops? After all it does
have ‘fighter’ in its name.
			Keith Skilling

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE
Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport
Advertise in this space from
$112 +GST per issue
KiwiFlyer is focused on the New
Zealand aviation community and
delivered FREE to every aircraft
operator and aviation business.
Retail, website and other
targeted distribution assures
advertisers of the widest possible
market coverage. We can help
prepare your advertisement or
write promotional editorial about
your business.

20m x 5.5m Power Doors
Large Apron
Sealed Taxiway
Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

P: 0800 535 937
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www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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Painting and Signage
for award winning aircraft

Contact Owen Walker
Phone 09 295 1407
Fax 09 296 1728
Email: owen.walker@apaero.co.nz
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DURING the last few years Roy King
challenging work, from Roy’s side this
of Airspray Ardmore Ltd. and Neil
being the technicalities of achieving
Richardson of Reflect Icon Signs Ltd.
authentic paint finishes (and colours) on
have developed a reputation for providing
warbird aircraft as well as overcoming
comprehensive aircraft re-finishing services
access obstacles (the Mosquito required
at Ardmore. Although both offering a
scaffolding, with difficult ‘reach’
variety of other services,
requirements to many
the two companies
parts). In Neil’s case, there
frequently co-operate on
are the complications of
the re-finishing aspects
re-creating old-time fonts
of warbird restoration
for plaques, labels and
projects, Roy looking after
markings, as well as the
painting processes and
difficult surfaces some of
Gavin Conroy
Neil undertaking all of the
these must be applied to.
markings, signage, plaque
(Reference lines etc. having
and decal requirements.
to be created by detailed
Their latest project has
study of old photographs).
been Mosquito KA114
Even simple items like
featured earlier in this
roundels often require four
issue of KiwiFlyer. Initial
or more separate masks to
Gavin Conroy
involvement with the
be made. Neil also mentions
Mosquito project began
the care required when
three years ago when Roy
trimming vinyl graphics on
painted the tail, rudder and
canvas; “one slip and I’d
stabiliser components. Neil
have to leave town!”
has been working on cockpit
Both Roy and Neil
placards and other markings
greatly enjoy their
as various parts became
warbird work, saying that
ready over the last year.
participating in these
Then with barely two weeks
projects is a “real buzz”
to go before the ‘Mosquito
and that they are very
Launch Spectacular’ airshow
grateful to Warren Denholm
at Ardmore, KA114 was
(Avspecs) and Paul
wheeled into the Airspray
McSweeny (Pioneer Aero)
Gavin Conroy
hangar for its finishing coats
for the opportunity to work
Projects have included (from
of paint to be applied. Roy
top): DH FB.26 Mosquito, DH.89 on such amazing aircraft.
Dragon Rapide, Dyn’Aero MCR-4S “We’re usually the last step
and Neil say the pressure
and Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk.
was intense, as the job was
in a long and expensive
expected to take 3 to 4 weeks, however with
process and it’s great to be the ones adding
plenty of extra effort and overtime, the
finishing touches that help make these
team was proud to declare the job complete
aircraft look so good,” says Neil.
after just 11 days.
The aircraft looks magnificent and is
certain to join a list of others (that have
been restored at Ardmore and painted
by Airspray) that have won significant
international awards in recent times. These
include Jerry Yagen’s DH Dragon Rapide
(Best Transport Aircraft: Oshkosh 2010), a
P40 Tomahawk (Grand Champion: Omaka
Classic Fighters 2011, Best Warbird: Reno
Airshow 2011, Reserve Grand Champion:
Oshkosh 2012), a Dyn’Aero MCR-4S (Best
Composite Aircraft: Tauranga Airshow
2012) and others.
Roy and Neil say they specialise in

Mobile 021 987 397
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Would you like to see a profile on your business in KiwiFlyer? Call us on 0800 535 937 to discuss options.

1

2

3
Captions: 1. Reflect Icon specialise in cockpit
and instrument labels, often involving the creation
of custom fonts for authenticity. 2. The Tomahawk
nears completion. 3. Venom markings and
colours had to be interpreted from b&w photos.

It’s not just about warbird restoration
(or even just aircraft) however. Airspray
undertakes all types of work (including cars
and exotic paint finishes by request) from
small repairs or touch-ups through to full
strip and repaints. And Reflect Icon can
produce building signage, window effects,
promotional signs, vehicle branding, and
much more. Contact them at the numbers
shown below.
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Aviation Event Report
contributed by Gavin Conroy

The Vintage Aviator Remembrance Day Airshow

Gary Yardley flew this new D.Va Albatros. John Lanham
teamed up with the other Albatros for a pairs display.

The RE.8 makes a pass with Gene DeMarco at the
controls. Bevan Dewes is the gunner in the back.

Gary Yardley flies the BE.2c. The Union Jack symbol was
used in WW1 before roundels were introduced.

THE Vintage Aviator Limited’s (TVAL)
Remembrance Day Airshow on November
12 can only be described as an outstanding
success, with a clear blue sky and not a lot
of wind.
These shows are hosted every few
months to mark significant days occasions
such as ANZAC and Armistice Days.
Historic Hood Aerodrome is the venue and
since the last show earlier this year, five new
airworthy aircraft have been introduced
to the public and three flew overhead for
everyone to enjoy at the airshow.
The most significant debut was by the
second FE.2b fighter/bomber named
‘Jess’ which is one of two operated by
TVAL. This one is modelled after the
night bomber version - there are only two
airworthy airframes on the planet and they
were both here!
Jess had the bomb racks all loaded
up, and looked as though it was ready to

take on the opposition. The Fee as it is
affectionately known looked almost scary
as it took off; the overall gloss black adding
a very sinister element to this bomber. This
FE.2b debut was only announced a couple
of days out from the show and no doubt
helped to lift crowd numbers (including
Jay McIntyre and I who flew up from
Blenheim just to see it).
Gene De Marco flew the aeroplane
and Keith Skilling formed up on him in
the second FE.2b. Gene was very busy,
having earlier flown the second RE.8 to be
constructed by TVAL with Bevan Dewes
as gunner in the back. The RE.8 is a big
aeroplane and looks stunning with the large
four bladed propeller which is a work of
art in itself. The first RE.8 to come out of
the TVAL workshops is now in the UK
and following a short flying career there
it is destined for static display at the RAF
museum at Hendon. Hence those present

Unfortunately the two new Sopwith Pups could not fly on
the day due to the crosswind conditions.

The Fokker Dr.1 Triplane has just been nailed by an
SE.5a. German aircraft get hit hard during these displays.

were very happy to be able to see another
flying in New Zealand.
Another Albatros D.Va made an
appearance in the capable hands of Gary
Yardley. This aircraft is very striking and
wears an overall silver colour scheme, with
green checkers adorning both wings. It
wears Jasta 5 markings. The warrior figure
on the side is thought to have been used
for intimidation and it still works some 90
years later.
Two rotary powered Sopwith Pups
were to display for the first time but
remained ground based due to the shifty
wind conditions. The Pup is a very light
aeroplane so good conditions for flight
are needed and as WWI ended a long time
ago there is no reason to put aeroplanes or
pilots at risk.
Other notable displays were a dogfight
between three Fokker Dr.1 Triplanes and
three SE.5a fighters. Each pilot did their
best to get on the oppositions tail using
manoeuvres that are always amazing to
watch.
The three Triplanes also formed up with
two Fokker D.VIIIs and a Fokker D.VII
and thus we got to see a formation of
six Fokkers comprising of three different
types. To think we get to see sights like
this in New Zealand still has many people
pinching themselves.
Types such as Pfalz D.III, Airco DH.5,
Nieuport 11, Sopwith Triplane, Sopwith
Camel, Bristol Fighter, etc all flew, and it is
not surprising how many people around the
world are in awe with what is being done
by TVAL to bring the WWI era of aviation
back to life.
Many hard working volunteers put
in long hours to make these airshows
possible, so keep an eye on the TVAL
website for details on the next show (www.
thevintageaviator.co.nz). It is well worth the
trip, no matter where you live.

Jerry Chisum takes a hit flying the Fokker D.VII.
This aircraft has an interesting background, it actually starred in the 1960s movie “Blue Max”.

The most impressive sight was seeing British aircraft lined up while three Fokker DR.1 Triplanes, two
Fokker D.VIIIs and a Fokker D.VII come charging in to attack the airfield. These airshows take the
crowd back in time and provide a fantastic history lesson to all in attendance.

The Sopwith Camel and FE.2b bask in the sun whilst in
the air, a Bristol Fighter leads three SE.5a fighters.

John Lanham takes off in the Nieuport 11. Its agility was
well demonstrated by a very spirited display routine.
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Gene De Marco heads out in the FE.2b night bomber. The tubular shaped thing under the front cockpit section is the
aiming system for the 9 bombs that make up the bomb load. It is great to see one looking so authentic.
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Avsure Insurance Feature
contributed by Bill Beard

Hawker Pacific provides King Air B200s to RNZAF

Insurance Policy Deductibles Explained

RNZAF 42 Squadron has operated five King Air B200s since 1998
aircraft in order to meet the operational needs of the RNZAF
when they were leased to replace the squadron’s Andover fleet.
as well as to supplement the factory standard advanced Rockwell
Based at Ohakea since 2002, the squadron is under the command
Collins Pro-Line 21 avionics suite and Pratt & Whitney PT6 turboof the RNZAF Flying Training Wing, with the aircraft being tasked
prop engines. Further, all aircraft have been identically configured,
for multi-engine conversion and continuation training of pilots
greatly simplifying training, operational, and maintenance
including those on Wings courses, and a limited VIP transport role
requirements.
around New Zealand.
The new leasing contract term is for five years and includes
In October 2012, the NZ
on-site maintenance of the four
Defence Force signed a contract
new aircraft at Ohakea by Hawker
with Hawker Pacific New Zealand
Pacific, who have set up a base
for the supply and maintenance
there employing 13 staff for the
support of four King Air B200
task. The team is managed by
aircraft to replace the present fleet
Maurice Gordon, previously of
1
which have been returned to the
Asia Pacific Aerospace and very
previous lessor.
well known throughout the NZ
King Airs are in widespread
aviation industry.
use for training and transport
Craig Purry says that “The five
roles by Defence forces around
year performance-based contract
the world. Australia for example,
encompasses an innovative
operate a fleet of King Air
finance leasing solution provided
350s.“The King Air B200 is a high
through Hawker Pacific New
performance turboprop aircraft
Zealand. It also provides support
that has proven itself to Defence
arrangements utilising the unique
2
3
forces across the world as a
and efficient Hawker-developed
flexible and reliable platform,”
Hybrid Airworthiness processes
says Craig Purry, Vice President
which have been specifically
for Government Business Hawker
tailored to meet the demanding
Pacific.
RNZAF training and air lift
Although not new, the
operational requirements.” He
replacement aircraft are a
adds that “The demonstrated
significant upgrade to the present
strength of the relationships that
fleet, having advanced Rockwell
have already been established
Collins Pro-Line 21 avionics
across all facets of the project
suites which among many other
bodes extremely well for the
4
advantages, now enables Air
future success of this project
Force crew training to take place
1. The first of the new fleet to arrive at Ardmore was this example, ex USA, going forward. Hawker Pacific’s
in a modern cockpit environment. during June. 2. All of the replacement aircraft are configured with Rockwell approach in combining civilian
Completely refurbished, with new Collins Pro-Line 21 avionics suites. 3. Interiors ar configured for VIP domestic efficiencies and tailored military
transport. 4. A proud Hawker Pacific team at Ardmore on delivery day with
paint and corporate transport
specific customer outcomes is
the four B200s on the apron.
interiors, the new B200s are also
especially relevant in an era where
much more suited to their VIP transport role within New Zealand.
there is increasing pressure to deliver capabilities in an innovative
Air Vice-Marshal Peter Stockwell, Chief of Air Force, says that
and cost effective manner.”
“The B200 aircraft is a critical component of our fleet as it will
The effort and dedication of numerous members in the
be our interim advanced pilot training aircraft and also provide a
Hawker Pacific team has already been rewarded by seeing the new
domestic air transport capability.”
relationship between RNZAF and Hawker Pacific off to a great
Once notified as the preferred tenderer, Hawker Pacific arranged
start. “We are delighted to welcome these newer B200s into the Air
the purchase of the fleet of aircraft and ferried them to New
Force fleet and we look forward to working with Hawker Pacific,”
Zealand. They were then modified, tested and accepted, including
said Air Vice-Marshal Stockwell.
gaining the necessary airworthiness approval of both NZCAA and
King Air B200 Specifications
NZ Defence Force.
Engines: Two P&W PT6A-42 rated at 850 Shaft HP each.
General Manager of Hawker Pacific New Zealand, Steve
Length 13.33m, Wingspan 16.61m, Height 4.57m
Siddall, says his team at Ardmore did a superb job of configuring
Basic weight 3,700kg, MTOW 5670kg
the aircraft to RNZAF requirements with a very quick turnaround
Range 3,635km, Endurance 5.5hrs, Speed 289kts, Ceiling 35,000ft.
time from when they first arrived in the country only a couple of
months prior to going into service. Also involved were Aviation
For more information
Painting Services of Hamilton, who repainted all of the B200s into
Contact Hawker Pacific NZ GM Steve Siddall on 09 295 1630
RNZAF livery, taking little more than a week for each aircraft.
or email: steve.siddall@hawkerpacific.com
A large range of modifications were made to the standard

All aviation insurance policies contain deductibles
of some sort, however the nature and applications
of these are not always well understood. Bill Beard
from Avsure explains some common terms and
how the process of calculating deductibles in the
event of an accident is usually applied.
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Policy Deductibles

A hull deductible (sometimes referred to
as an excess), applies to all aviation policies
involving repairs but may on occasions
not be applied in the event of a Total or
Constructive Total Loss. Hull deductibles
are predominately applied as a percentage
of the agreed total value. For the majority
of fixed wing aircraft, the deductible is
usually 1% of the hull value subject to a
minimum dollar value (usually $1000) on
lower valued hulls.
For aviation uses involving abnormal
hazards such as agriculture and for the
majority of helicopters, a hull excess
of 5% is usually applied and this is
sometimes increased to 10% in the case
of inexperienced pilots or extremely
hazardous uses.
The important thing to understand is
that in the case of repair claims, the hull
deductible/excess is calculated on the total
hull value – not the amount of repairs.
Third party liability property damage
claims however are not usually subject to an
excess or deductible.
Pro-Rata/Time-Life
Component Adjustments

Another deduction made from a claim
can be a Pro-Rata/Time-Life Component
Adjustment. Particularly helicopters (other
than total or constructive total loss) are
subject to contribution by the policy holder
for the proportion of the overhaul or
replacement cost of any unit or component
in relation to the TBO or “life” of the
replaced unit or component. The insurer
will deduct the appropriate amount on the
application of the following formula:
Used Time or Hours Flown divided by
Overhaul TBO, multiplied by Overhaul or
Replacement Cost.
This can have a major impact on the
eventual proceeds of a claim following
say a main or tail rotor blade strike on
components nearing the end of their TBO.
To discuss this topic or any other questions relating
to aviation insurance or to seek quotations, contact
Bill Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

Accident and Incident Reports are provided courtesy of
Type:		
Robinson R44 HLZ
Location: Hastings
POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
28 September 2012
Report:
During an orchard spraying
operation, while the pilot was
concentrating on avoiding a line of trees,
the tail rotor struck a wire. Tail rotor
effectiveness was lost and the main rotor
struck some trees. Helicopter rolled over.
Type:		
Spitfire Mk26 Replica SPT
Location: Wanganui
POB: 1
Operation: Private Other
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
29 September 2012
Report:
After take-off, one undercarriage
leg would not retract. When the pilot
recycled the gear, the retracted gear would
not extend. The pilot conducted a wheels
up landing on the grass runway.
Type:		
Robinson R22 Beta HMR
Location: Kaikoura
POB: 2
Operation: Private Other
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
31 October 2012
Report:
On landing, tail wind caused the
helicopter to sink unexpectedly and RPM
decayed. Applying power did not help
recover the RPM. Helicopter continued
sinking and impacted the ground.
Type:		
Aerospatiale AS350BA HBI
Location: Pioneer Hut
POB: 5
Operation: Transport Pax Injuries: Nil
Date:		
11 November 2012
Report:
Helicopter suffered a dynamic
rollover while landing at Pioneer Hutt.
The four climbers and pilot on board
were not injured, and were able to walk
approximately 500m to Pioneer Hutt.

Type:		
NZ Aerospace FU24-950 WLN
Location: Gore 		
POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
5 November 2012
Report:
Aircraft became too slow on
short final, landing on the nose wheel first,
causing it to collapse rearwards.
Type:		
Cessna 172R WAM
Location: Raglan
POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
6 November 2012
Report:
Aircraft had a hard landing,
undercarriage collapsed and prop damaged.
Type:		
Helicycle IBN
Location: Nelson
POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
5 August 2012
Report:
During hover-taxi, the helicopter
started to gain altitude to approximately
30ft-50ft. As the pilot lowered the
collective, the helicopter made a rapid
descent and contacted the ground at speed.
Type:		
Air Tractor 402B PCC
Location: Birch Hill
POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
19 October 2012
Report:
Left main landing gear leg
collapsed on landing. The left wingtip
skidded along the ground.
Type:		
Cessna 162 AMN
Location: Dargaville
POB: 1
Operation: Not stated
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
17 November 2012
Report:
Aircraft door flew open in flight.
Aircraft landed at Dargaville but the door
was substantially damaged.

Please note: These weekly accident reports are sourced from www.caa.govt.nz and contain information as reported to the CAA
recently. As such, the accuracy of the information supplied cannot be guaranteed. Refer to www.caa.govt.nz for other details which
may be added as more information is received by the Authority.

Contact us for a
free no obligation
quotation on any
aviation insurance
requirement you have
AIRCRAFT

Avsure provides the most competitive
insurance programmes available in the
Aviation Industry. When considering
your aircraft insurance, you
definitely need the best ADVICE,
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES.
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance
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KiwiFlyer Feature
contributed by Frank Parker

Test Flying Part 2 - Putting it in to Practice
In the last issue of KiwiFlyer, regular contributor Frank Parker wrote a general item on test flying, focusing on maintenance requirements. In this article he tells of
recent experiences with a specific aircraft, the Flug Werk FW 190 reproduction.
not translated correctly and so
lost their context and meaning.
A German speaking work
colleague was able to assist and
‘engine at the operating with
only one magnet do not shake’
became ‘nil vibrations with
single magneto’.
Meanwhile a test flying
program was developed to
submit to CAA. I based this
on past Warbird flight testing
(P-40 and Yak 3) that I had been
associated with, the main goals
being to prove the airframe/
engine/propeller combination
and then establish handling
characteristics.
The aircraft was held up in
transit so it became a challenge
to ready it for the intended
airshow. Nonetheless Jay
McIntyre and co worked their
magic and had RFR ready for
Gavin Conroy
flight a few days out.
The FW 190 is presented in the livery of Erich Rudorffer during operations in Finland in 1944. Rudorffer was one of the
My first impression of the
Luftwaffe’s high scoring aces with 222 kills. See the June 2011 edition of KiwiFlyer for more information.
aircraft was one of awe. While
60 years ago fitted with an engine (of
IN 2010 I was contacted with reference to
not ‘big’ as in a P-47 Thunderbolt, it has an
about the same weight and power of the
my possible interest of test flying a Flug
aggressive stance, not unlike the Corsair.
original) and fitted with a propeller (about
Werk FW 190 reproduction which was
The aircraft lacks the visual pedigree of the
the same as the original). There had been
destined for Omaka, the aim of course
Spitfire or Mustang, but the big Russian
some problems with other flying examples,
to have the aircraft ready for the then
Asch 82 engine exudes power and the
including one forced ditching because
upcoming Classic Fighters Airshow.
aircraft has a real sense of purpose.
of a problem with the propeller pitch
For me personally this was close to
The cockpit is snug, apparently built
mechanism.
winning Lotto. I’ve had an affinity with
around the average Luftwaffe pilot of 5
There was no one with recent experience
these aircraft from schoolboy balsa
feet 10 inches. The seating is almost supine
to discuss the basics of this aircraft with, let
model days. Prior to involvement with
with legs at hip level to help overcome
alone any finer points. The closest advice
Kittyhawk CAG I had seriously considered
G effects. Systems wise, this aircraft is a
constructing a replica from ‘Jurca’ plans - I
I got was from a UK based friend who
departure from the American and British
suggested I needed to wear a pointy hat!
figured a P&W 1830 from a DC-3 would
norms of hydraulics and pneumatics. It is
I think he had confused it with a helmet
do the trick! Alas, common sense prevailed.
all electric, a reflection on designer Kurt
from the Kaiser’s War.
I had followed the Flug Werk project
Tanks background as an electrical engineer.
The Omaka folk associated with the
over 10 or more years and was familiar as
After a thorough inspection and briefing
aircraft were most helpful in providing
to how a number of these reproduction
with engineer Jay McIntyre it is time for taxi
some Pilots Notes which had been through
aircraft had been produced, faithful to the
trials. Starting the engine is straight forward
a translation program. This was interesting
original design specifications, and how a
with an inertial starter, a hearty cough and
reading and although useful background
number had flown in Europe and the USA.
plenty of exhaust smoke before it settles
information, many technical terms had
To have the privilege and opportunity to fly
to a rumbling idle. After start checks are
one myself was edging on fantasy.
Don’t miss...
From the outset this was a different
project. The aircraft was not a rebuild of
The first major display for this aircraft is planned for the Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow over
a known quantity such as a P-40 which
Easter Weekend, 29 -31 March 2013.
rolls out of the shop exactly as they did
The aircraft owner, Chariots of Fire Fighter Collection, is also producing a DVD with an in-depth
in their thousands sixty years ago. It was
review of the background, assembly and test flying of the aircraft.
an airframe built to the specifications of
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to cycle the flaps, then engine checks and
off for a taxi about the airfield. It is soon
apparent that the brakes are on the weak
side but sufficient for positive control and
the long undercarriage is harsh, finding
every airfield ripple.
After a couple of familiarisation taxi
runs and simulated take-off runs up to
40 knots or so it’s time to fly. There were
a couple of unknowns, firstly the trim
positions. The aircraft has a trimable
horizontal stabiliser and fixed tabs on
the rudder and aileron. With no better
knowledge we decided to set these to
neutral !! It also has a wide chord propeller
and reasonably small rudder, so there was
some thought on take off yaw.
With these in mind it’s time to roll. I
eased on the power smoothly, so far so
good, bit more power, tail up, whoa we’re
off to the left with full right rudder. Time
for some brake and ease off on the power.
With the harsh undercarriage it all feels like
a rally car on a dirt track and I won’t forget
that take off in a hurry!
After take-off, I select gear up, ease
back on the power, establish a climb, and
gather my thoughts. The first obvious
problem is the trims - a bootfull of right
rudder, a handful of left aileron and plenty
of forward elevator force are required to
maintain wings level. At least the elevator
can be trimmed. There’s no option but to
put up with the other!
After the takeoff it was a relief to settle
into a cruise over the airfield at 1500 feet
and gather the senses. Instantly this aircraft
was different to any other I had flown. The
big Asch while the same as the Lavochkin
seemed harsher and the control trim

An agressive stance helps to create a very visual
sense of purpose to the design.

The 14 cylinder Russian Shvetsov ASh-82 engine
provides the Flug Werk FW 190 with 1850hp.

The cockpit still carries German language signage, so
a good deal of study was required before flight.

being well out of whack was a challenge,
as was my unfamiliarity with the cockpit.
Well that’s what I volunteered for, best
get on with it. Overhead the airfield I set
some basic power configurations to check
controllability, then made an approach to
the stall to gauge a reasonable approach
configuration.
For the initial landing I headed to
Woodbourne and its generous area of
grass. Lined up for Grass 06, the first
landing was acceptable if not pretty, the
long undercarriage proving harsh but
ground control positive. Time to gather
one’s thoughts and taxi back for a further
circuit and landing, again successful. Now
let’s go and challenge Omaka.
The next surprise, after two reasonably
non eventful circuits at Woodbourne was
when overhead Omaka and the right main
undercarriage hangs up. Now this is a
bad look. After a little trouble-shooting, I
get the gear down and make a reasonable
landing. The problem was traced (in
German – Irish – English translation) to a
‘wiggly wire’ in the undercarriage up lock.
The next two flights in the aircraft were
generally confirmation of procedures
and attention to the obvious ‘snags’ such
as trims. Also evident was my nemesis,
communications. The VHF radio had a
squelch disable problem so it was full static
full time which along with the ambient
noise of the aircraft made any R/T
communication with anyone a challenge.
On the fourth flight, I was just
beginning to get a feel for the aircraft when
during some manoeuvre checks an engine
vibration developed. To an old helicopter
pilot it was a definite medium frequency,

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer today for just $25 and don’t miss out on another issue !

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the New Zealand aviation industry and community written by enthusiasts,
for enthusiasts. Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues.
Visit our website for secure credit card payment, or post a cheque to:
Kiwi Flyer Ltd., PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. Thanks !
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

If you know someone you would like to see on the Kiwi Flyer Interview page then let us know about them and we’ll try to arrange it.
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about engine RPM. As I was in the early stages of test flying,
Omaka was only a few minutes away for a precautionary landing.
After technical evaluation it was found that the propeller needed
to be removed and returned to the manufacturer in Germany for
repair, so suffice to say we missed the airshow.
Subsequently we have completed 18 hours of flying on this
aircraft. The only minor recurring problems are cracked exhaust
stacks (the P-40 has a similar problem after 60 years).
The test flight program was concentrated on establishing stable
operating parameters, temperatures, pressures, fuel consumption,
expanding the flight envelope by increasing the airspeed five knots
at a time, checking climb and glide performance and exploring
the stalling regime - firstly 1 G straight and level, approach
configuration, then onto ‘manoeuvre’ stalls, in steep turns under
2+ G. The aircraft has negligible pre-stall buffet and when it stalls
it is quite sharp with a positive wing drop which is something to
remember for aerobatics - it will bite! The next task is to expand the
manoeuvre envelope, firstly easing up the airspeed, looking for any
signs of control flutter then chandelles, and high wingovers, moving
onto aileron rolls, loops, barrel rolls and half cubans.
The Focke Wulf is a different aircraft. It does not possess the
classical handling of the P-40 or Spitfire nor the nimbleness of
the Yak 3. Strangely I liken it to a helicopter with a neutral feel, i.e.
once trimmed, that’s it. From 180 – 550 k/hr (100 to 300 knots)
there is no need for elevator trim and only a touch of rudder. The
stick gets heavy with high speed but you don’t have to fight it as the
trim changes, indeed you use elevator trim once cleaned up after
takeoff and use it again as the gear and flap goes down for landing.
Nonetheless its performance is impressive and as you develop a feel
for it those classic aerobatics are delightful.
This project has been a two year adventure with a few hiccups
along the way. It has been an interesting experience getting to grips
with this unique aircraft and discovering its character. While I have
been the ‘lucky’ guy who gets to fly, the project has been a team
effort. My thanks firstly to the owner who entrusted his aircraft
to me, the support team from Classic Wings who facilitated the
project and of course the engineering team, Jay McIntyre and his
staff who have made it all happen.

Extension programme for Centurion engines
developed by Aeromotive

We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator
Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment.
AGlaze Superior Protection - Exclusive Aviation Partner in New Zealand
Contact Chris 021 262 2272

www.adnz.co.nz

Cheers, Frankly@xtra.co.nz

Based in Alexandra and covering
all the Southern Lakes area.
Seats and carpets for all aviation
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.
All approved materials.

Cicaré SIngle & Tandem Kit Helicopters
(Rotax 914 turbo - max power to 11,000 ft)
Contact: Phil Sowersby at Hastings
Home: 06 878 8896 Mobile: 027 244 9890 Email: springbox@ihug.co.nz
www.brumbyhelicopters.com.au
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DIAMOND DA42 TwinStar aircraft from Hamilton based
and a mount to enable the unit to be run as a Quick Engine
international flight trainer CTC Aviation have criss-crossed Waikato
Change unit complete with flight propeller were completed. At
skies and beyond since 2007. During that time the fleet of eight
this stage Centurion acknowledged the expertise of Aeromotive as
DA42 trainers has become the world leader in hours flown for the
a fully approved service centre with a role to supply accumulated
type equipped with the Centurion 2.0 jet-fuelled engine. Initially the
data from the CTC fleet to Centurion for on-going analysis. The
2.0 litre engine, introduced in late 2006
approval enables the engine shop to
and derived from the Mercedes Benz
withdraw further CTC engines and
A200 CDI, began with an 1100hour
inspect these as part of their engine life
TBO. In a comprehensive airline pilot
extension programme. Such engines are
training environment that time is used
not zero timed. The bottom end of the
fairly quickly.
engine remains intact for the inspection
Recently, maintenance provider
process and engines continue to accrue
Aeromotive (using the FADEC data
hours. The programme at this stage
accumulated from the fleet and their
remains open ended and leading engines
service experience) persuaded engine
in the programme have accumulated in
manufacturer Centurion to extend
excess of 3000 hours TT.
the TBO to 1500 hours. Upon the
For CTC a satisfactory engine life
accumulation of 1500 hours TT and
extension programme appeals in the
prior to the engine life extension
reduction of overall costs per flying hour
Diamond DA42 Centurion engine
programme, the only option was to
and consequently a more competitive
return the engine to the manufacturer
hourly rate for the aircraft. The engine
and accept a new replacement unit.
is frugal in fuel requirement and shows
This achievement was catalyzed
very few defects up to TBO. The
in the final quarter of 2011 when
intention to fly to a 2400 hour TBO has
the situation arose to carry out an
been mooted.
exploratory strip of a pair of time
For Aeromotive’s engine shop, the
expired engines. Aeromotive engine
opportunity to gain return to service
shop staff found the overall condition
experience with an engine based on
to be more than satisfactory. “There
automotive technology has been
were some component issues related to
invaluable. The capability of the shop
wear in the cam chain drive system and
Diamond DA42 TwinStar outside CTC’s hangar at Hamilton. has increased, primarily in the detailed
the engine oil pump assembly. These
analysis of data collected from the
matters were brought to the attention
FADEC component and monitoring
of Centurion engineers who happened
processes which take on similarities
to be in Hamilton at the time,” said
to that of large turbine engines. The
Greg Mundell, Aeromotive Engine
engines are also subject to an oil analysis
Shop Manager. “This necessitated the
programme through Gough’s laboratory
replacement of cam drive wheels and
in Christchurch.
chain along with a replacement oil pump
Aeromotive remains the only
and associated drive chain, the pump and
workshop world-wide to undertake
drive wheel being a non serviceable unit.
this engine life extension programme.
A further issue related to where high
The OEM, Centurion, doesn’t offer the
time engines were showing a reluctance
programme to other users of the engine.
to start easily. A compression leak down
The Diamond DA42 is not the only
test revealed low compression in some
type with the Centurion 2.0 engine
In the Test Cell at Aeromotive’s Hamilton facility.
cylinders. Subsequent removal of the
installed. The single engine Diamond DA
cylinder head showed a number of valves recessed in their seats.
40 carries the powerplant and an ‘S’ variant of 150hp is offered as
While camshaft drive and oil pump issues were satisfactorily dealt
a retrofit option for Cessna C172, Piper PA28 and Robin DR400
with through replacement components, the most cost effective
types. A larger V8 series, the Centurion 4.0 is available as an
method of dealing with the recessed valves was to replace the
option for the Cessna C206 and Cirrus types. Aeromotive are well
cylinder head and associated valves,” he said.
equipped with knowledge and experience to service these.
A satisfactory test cell run for the reassembled engine saw an
For more information
approval to return the engine to service. The test cell while set up
Aeromotive offer a one-stop shop for aircraft servicing,
primarily for air cooled horizontally opposed engines required little
including all aspects of piston engine overhaul and maintenance.
modification for the Centurion engine. The test cell control cabin
Contact Greg Mundell on 07 843 3199, email: greg.mundell@
was configured to take advantage of the full FADEC capability
aeromotive.co.nz or visit www.aeromotive.co.nz
of the engine, some shrouds were manufactured to direct airflow
Share your business achievements with the NZ aviation community in KiwiFlyer. Contact Michael on 0800 535 937 to find out more.
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Kiwi Flying Adventure
contributed by Lance Weller
Weather

Trans Tasman Checklist
Flying a light aircraft to or from Australia is the sort of achievement for many aviators that either
appeals a lot, or doesn’t appeal at all. It is becoming far more common than it used to be however, with
several crossings now happening each year. Lance Weller from Angel Flight NZ knew there would be a
lot of organisation and logistics required when he was planning his own recent Tasman crossing and has
contributed this article to help steer others with the same thoughts in the right direction. Readers should
note that the information that is given applied to Lance’s trip only and is neither intended to be exhaustive
or current. Rather, it offers a taste of what is involved and several very useful tips and contact points for
anyone considering a similar adventure.
WHILE I was setting up ‘Angel Flight
NZ’ in November 2011 it became clear
that if I was to fly Angel Flight missions
myself then I would need my own aircraft,
here in New Zealand. However, my Cirrus
SR20 G3 was 1300 miles away in Brisbane,
Australia. So I started to research how I
could make this flight safely. Finding out
everything I needed to wasn’t easy, hence
this article which may assist anyone with
similar aspirations. The main issues were
Safety Equipment, Weather, and Customs /
Quarantine Requirements
Safety Equipment

I purchased a Winslow Island Flyer liferaft (weight 16kg) direct from Winslow in
Florida USA for approx US$4000 including
airfreight to Brisbane. They are all built to
order and therefore it was brand new. It is
worth paying an extra US$265 to have it
vacuum packed so servicing is not required
for 3 years.
As we need a minimum of 2 litres of
water per person per day, we each had 6L
of water on board and high energy muesli
bars, on the assumption that if we were
unlucky enough to have to ditch then we
could be in the life-raft for 3 days. A good
quality aviation life-jacket was worn at all
times.
We had three GME EPIRBs with GPS
location, two registered with Australian
SAR and one with NZ SAR.
We took a ‘Spot’ GPS tracker. These are
95x65x25mm and weigh just 200 grams.
I purchased it in Australia for A$170 but
they are also available from Aviation Safety
Supplies here in NZ.
We attached it with Velcro ‘buttons’ on
top of the instrument panel, so it has a
clear view of the sky to receive GPS signals.
By subscribing to their tracking service
(at US$185 per annum) the Spot Tracker
sends a location signal every 10 minutes
to family and friends, which is shown on
Google Maps, so they could all follow our
progress. It was very accurate to the extent
24

that it caused an anxious moment for our
followers when they noticed us flying right
past Lord Howe Island. They thought we
had missed seeing Lord Howe Island due
to cloud and in fact we did fly past Lord
Howe, but it was so we could photograph
Balls Pyramid, 12 miles to the South East.
On landing we just pressed an OK button
to send a pre-worded message saying
“Landed safely at destination airfield”
which means you do not have to rush
around finding a telephone box to call and
say you have arrived safely.
In our ‘Grab Bag’ we had a signal
mirror (with aiming hole in the centre of
the mirror), Rescue Streamer, 12m long x
150mm wide, and orange floats made by
Rescue Streamer in Hawaii which can also
be used on land. We also had a hand held
Vertex Aviation radio, Garmin Aera 500
portable GPS, Laser Rescue Light (which
sends a fan of light 1 mile wide visible
at a distance of 20 miles at night and 3
miles by day, operates for 40 hours and is
waterproof) from Greatland Laser in Alaska
(US$100). There were also thermal bags
and thermal blankets, as the floor of the
life raft would get very cold. To keep raft
weight to a minimum I chose not to have
an insulated raft floor. There were various
other safety items carried as well.
We also carried an i-Pad which showed
our position at all times on aviation charts.
Being able to obtain fuel enroute at Lord
Howe and Norfolk Islands should not be
taken for granted and you should telephone
fuel suppliers to ensure they will have
Avgas on your arrival there. Phone +61
2 6563 2066 for Lord Howe and Norfolk
+67 232 4122.
To gain access to official Australian
Aviation weather go to Airservices
Australian Aviation with NAIPS (it is free)
but takes 24 hours for confirmation of
registration. Australia provides aviation
forecasts for both Lord Howe Island. and
Norfolk Island.

The route: Brisbane - Lord Howe - Norfolk - Kerikeri

Balls Pyramid near Lord Howe Island is 1843’ tall.

You Training for the Expected, Educating for the Unexpected

Your ability to survive an emergency aircraft situation comes down to
the type and effectiveness of the training you receive beforehand.
Located in the Manawatu, Blue Water Survival Ltd.
specialises in emergency training including Helicopter
Underwater Escape Training (HUET); Emergency Breathing
Systems (EBS) training; Aircraft ditching drills for fixed
wing operators; Sea survival training for flight crews; and
Environmental survival training.
We pride ourselves on being a highly professional company
dedicated to providing realistic training programmes in order
to save lives. We combine research, innovative technology
and specifically trained and experienced instructors to
prepare aircraft personnel to manage and survive emergency
situations.
Our custom-built underwater escape training simulator
(pictured) is the only one of its kind in New Zealand.
Complete with flight controls, front and rear adjustable
seating including stretcher options for those involved in
Search and Rescue, we have the ability to configure our
simulator to imitate a range of helicopters as well as fixed
wing aircraft, making for the most realistic training available.
For more information or to enquire about one of our training
programmes, please contact Brad Cassidy.
Phone: 027 2583 426
Email: brad@bluewatersurvival.co.nz

www.bluewatersurvival.co.nz

Customs and Quarantine Requirements

Arriving at Lord Howe Island.

Arriving at Norfolk Island.
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

This is the biggest single issue when
planning flight. We watched a slow moving
high from West of Perth as it travelled
east and 10 days later was located over the
Tasman Sea.
When you download the Lord Howe
Island Aerodrome Chart from the
Australian Airservices website you will see
that “Severe turbulence in the approach to
the runway can preclude a safe landing. The
only safe course of action in such cases
is to divert to Australia”. (Neither we or
most light aircraft have enough fuel to do
this). Note that winds of 12 knots or more
from 120o to 240o sector and 320o to 060o
sector can cause this severe turbulence. I
found it very useful to draw these sectors
on the aerodrome chart to get a good
understanding of which winds make a
landing difficult. The Lord Howe Island
runway is 886m with water at each end.
Download the Norfolk Chart as for
Lord Howe Island. There are nice long
runways there for 737 operations.
There is always a meteorological
observer on duty at Norfolk whom you
can telephone for the current situation
(they will not provide a forecast but their
radar has a range of 512 km). Phone: +67
232 2079. On the Bureau of Meteorology
(BOM) website enter Lord Howe Island
forecast and Norfolk Island forecast and
they will provide a 5 day weather outlook
which was very useful.
The grid point wind chart No. 81622
provides wind direction, wind speed in
knots, temp in degrees Celsius at heights
of 5000, 10,000 and 14,000 etc. in grids
from Australia to NZ. This was very useful
for checking if a headwind strength would
cause a problem.

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

I believe we complied with all
requirements and the following notes
were as applicable as at January 2012, but
I provide no guarantee and readers should
make their own enquiries.
We departed from Archerfield (Brisbane)
for Lord Howe Island. There were no
Customs requirements at Archerfield as on
landing again we would still officially be on
Australian soil.
396nm from Archerfield we arrived at
Lord Howe Island. This was a short stop
and from where we would officially leave
Australia so all Customs formalities must
be complied with. They require 24 hours
prior notice of arrival, including aircraft
registration and type, full name, date of
Have you got an interesting aviation story that KiwiFlyer readers might enjoy? Call us on 0800 535 937 and we’ll help you to share it.
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contributed by Frank Parker

Pilots Wanted

“Flying an Angel
Flight NZ mission
and helping
someone while
you fly may be
among the most
satisfying flying
you will do”

Angel Flight NZ needs ‘Angels in Cockpits’
Angel Flight NZ is now well under way having flown 2,569 nm to and from
Auckland. Our total team of Pilots, Earth Angels and Mission Coordinators
is now 78 persons. With 36 Pilots mainly in the North Island and as we are
starting to receive enquiries from other parts of North Island and South
Island we would like Pilots from Napier, New Plymouth, Paraparaumu,
Palmerston North and the South Island to consider registering with us.
Pilots need to have 250 hours PIC, have current Pilot’s Licence, BFR and
Medical and be willing to donate 5 – 10 hours of their time and their aircraft
per year.

Contact Lance Weller
Phone: 09 434 3271 or 027 893 4587
Email: lance@angelflightnz.co.nz

given permission to leave the next morning without any further
Customs formalities required. As it was a Sunday, and apart from
the landing fee of A$41.58, there were fees for parking A$15 for
1 day, there was an Airport Manager’s ‘Out of Hours fee’ of A$40
and Out of Hours refuel fee of A$50. The cost of fuel was A$3.44
per litre. The Norfolk Airport Manager’s office was very helpful,
allowing access to a computer for lodging our NZ Flight plan and
obtaining NZ weather.
For landing in New Zealand, application (on form NZCS361)
must be made at least 5 working days prior to arrival to gain
approval to arrive at a Non-designated Customs Airport, which in
our case was Kerikeri Airport, 481 nm from Norfolk Island. Email:
ntc.trade.evaluators@customs.govt.nz
Once this approval is acquired you must then advise Customs
(Email: opuamarine@customs.govt.nz) and Quarantine (Email:
mqsopua@maf.govt.nz) at least 24 hours prior to arrival. In
addition MAF should be telephoned on 09 402 5946 or Customs
on 029 602 1669 just prior to departure from Norfolk, so they
can drive 40 minutes or so from their Opua office. They need this
phone call to ensure they will be waiting for your arrival as their
main task at Opua is clearing international yachts into NZ.
On arrival at Kerikeri, stay in your aircraft with doors closed
again (yes it does get hot) and wait until a spray can is handed in.
All our luggage was inspected and a fee of NZ$188.15 was paid to
MAF.
Space does not permit advice on lodging flight plans for
Australian and NZ sectors. You should know how to calculate
critical point and understand how it differs from point of no return.
It is a good idea to calculate these a few times using actual weather
data in the comfort of your home rather than doing it for the first
time when under stress in the cockpit.
As you will be fully loaded on departure and much lighter on
landing a weight and balance for both take off and landing is
essential.
Don’t necessarily expect to be able to fly in straight lines either.
I was surprised by the random nature of cloud we encountered
from time to time which required detours to maintain cloud
clearance.
If you are flying from NZ to Australia, all the same Customs and
other requirements need to be met in reverse.
All in all, it was an interesting experience while reminding oneself
regularly that the aircraft does not know it is over water. I can be
contacted on 027 893 4587 or email: lance@angelflightnz.co.nz
			

BE PART OF THE ACTION!

		

Lance Weller

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes free access to the Visitor Centre and weekly email ‘Ops Orders’
newsletter. Associate Membership $90. Full Membership $145.
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Name

Post to:
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New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited.
Ardmore Airfield.
Phone: (09) 298 9207
PDC 14
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz
Papakura 2244
www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

NZ Warbirds Association
receives RNZAF Aermacchi
IN March 2011 the NZ Warbirds
While the Association has no immediate
Association received Skyhawk NZ 6709 on
plans to fly the aircraft, the decision was
loan from the Air Force Museum to display
made to protect this option in the future
in the Hangar Visitor Centre at Ardmore.
and accordingly, the reassembly had to be
At the time this loan was negotiated
completed correctly. We were fortunate
there was also
that Pioneer Aero
consideration on
Manager Paul
the possibility
McSweeny had
of receiving an
worked on these
Aermacchi trainer.
aircraft during his
These aircraft
Air Force years
had been procured
and held up his
for the RNZAF in
hand to help.
1991 to replace the
Paul, directing an
aging Strikemaster
enthusiastic team
trainers.
of volunteers,
In 2001, in
soon had the
line with the
aircraft un-jigged
Government’s
and the assembly
decision to scrap
was completed
the Air Force
over a few weeks
Air Combat Role
to go on display in
the aircraft were
the hangar in early
removed from
October.
service to remain
Compared to
in storage awaiting An RNZAF Aermacchi Trainer during more bouyant times the ruggedness of
a decision on their in our Air Force. Coincidentally the Strikemaster at left the Skyhawk the
of the picture is NZ 6370, now privately owned by Brett Macchi has a sleek,
disposal.
Then followed Nicholls and based at Ardmore. (RNZAF Official Photo). almost attractive
a change of
appearance, a
Government
hint of Ferrari
and a change of
or something
direction. It was
equally exotic,
accepted that there
and no doubt a
was no ready sale
reflection of its
for the aircraft and
Italian heritage. As
it was decided to
mentioned above,
allocate a number
the Association
to appropriate
has no immediate
aviation collections
plans to operate
around the
L to R: Paul McSweeny, Gary Rasmussen, Ace Edwards, the aircraft,
Frank Parker in front of NZ 6471 now domiciled in the however we have
country. The
NZ Warbirds Association hangar at Ardmore.
process was much
preserved this
simpler than the Skyhawk disposal, and
option with careful detail and recording
in essence the aircraft were donated to
of the reassembly. In the future, should
the chosen institutions who then had to
funding become available we may well see
fund their disassembly and preparation for
NZ 6471 gracing the Ardmore sky.
transport from Ohakea Air Force Base.
(A magnificent plan. Please send money... Ed.)
NZWA had allocated the funds for
In the meantime this new acquisition
this and were fortunate in a sponsorship
in company with Skyhawk NZ 6709 is an
from one of our supporters which
added attraction to our Visitor Centre.
covered the transport costs. On Monday
NZ Warbirds wishes to acknowledge
2nd September, two truckloads of crates
assistance from Stevens Home and Giving,
outside the hangar, with the next task being
Pioneer Aero, and our team of volunteers
to turn it back into an aircraft.
in this project.
For feedback on any of our content in KiwiFlyer, phone 0800 535 937 or email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

birth and passport number for each person on board. We emailed
these details to: stanfenton@optus.com.au
Life is very relaxed on Lord Howe. We telephoned Stan on
arrival who advised he would complete the paperwork on our
departure the next morning. Passports were stamped and we were
issued with a stamped General Declaration which has to then be
given to Customs at Norfolk Island. An Inwards/Outwards crew
report Form 3 and Aircraft Outward Manifest were completed. The
landing fee was A$30 and fuel $2.51 per litre (which is brought to
the Island in 40 gallon drums).
Another 484nm on from Lord Howe Island we arrived at
Norfolk Island.
Both Customs/Quarantine and the Airport Manager require 24
hours prior notice of Aircraft type, Registration, full names, date
of birth and passport numbers, arrival time, departure time and
MTOW fuel required. Email info@airport.govt.nf and customs@
admin.govt.nf. We made radio contact with Norfolk Unicom at 150
nm out.
On arrival you will be directed to taxi to fuel pumps. Stay in your
aircraft and do not open the doors. Quarantine will pass a spray
can to be used to spray the inside of your aircraft, wait 5 minutes
and then it is off to Customs where you hand over the ‘General
Declaration’ from Lord Howe Island, and receive a new ‘General
Declaration’ which is to be given to NZ Customs. We were then

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE
5 SOLD - LIMITED 2013
SLOTS AVAILABLE
NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44s & R22s
ALWAYS AVAILABLE
NEW AND PRE-OWNED
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE

Contact: Brett Sanders
Bus: 		 09 299 9442
Fax: 		 09 299 9458
Mobile: 		 021 748 984
Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:
www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
Ardmore Airport, Auckland.
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Following 8 years of restoration, de Havilland FB.26 Mosquito KA114 takes to the sky above Ardmore in September 2012.

Photograph by Gavin Conroy.
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Products and Services

Aviation Business Profile

If your aircraft
needs some care, we can
help breathe new life into it.
Classic Aircraft Specialists

All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken
Material suppliers for all fabric requirements

Paint Stripping l Corrosion Removal
Paint Refinishing l Interior Refurbishment
l
l
l

Fabric, Metal and Composite
Fixed Wing and Helicopters
Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

USA

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

HELISPRAY by HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

for Robinson R44

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp
Honda l Low mass oscillation
absorbing carbon fibre booms
l All stainless / carbon fibre
construction means zero
corrosion l Fast and simple
installation and removal
l Single boom isolation option

for AS350 B2, B3,
and Super C

All to a better than new standard that
you will be proud of for years to come.
We use and supply
Superflite FAA approved
Aircraft Paint Systems
for fabric, metal
and composite aircraft.

HELISPECS

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

l 1000 litre capacity with
room for foaming l Belly
tank incorporating simple one
person installation and removal
l Forward mounted carbon
fibre booms l Optional light
weight carbon fibre tank
l Single boom isolation option
l Accurate, pressure operated
contents gauge in pilot’s
console l Dump doors open
and close from pilot’s controls
for fire fighting and partial
load dumps l Designed by
Operators for Operators
l Competitively priced
l Buy NZ made

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS
l 220 litres capacity per pod
l Light weight - each pod only
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural
load per pod l Vented for
animal carriage l Removable
drain bung for cleaning l
Simple 30 second installation
or removal l Elegant design
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER by HELISPECS

KiwiFlyer

Innovative Carousel Hangar Solutions
FOR MORE than 40 years, Schaetz Design & Construction
at Seletar Airport in Singapore since February 2012. Where land
GmbH in Germany have been involved in the design and
and lease costs are at a premium, the land occupied by the hangar
construction of innovative aircraft hangars. More than 250 units
was reduced from 1200m2 to 450m2, with the hangar being able
have been built throughout Europe, and there are new vertical
to accommodate up to 14 aircraft on two decks. The automated
storage designs now being built in Singapore. Do-it-yourself
mechanical parking and lifting system provides easy and safe
construction kitsets are also
parking and relocation of general
available for export worldwide
aviation aircraft, helicopters and
including to New Zealand.
small business jets up to 14.5m
The core of the company’s
wingspan and 3.5 tonnes of
product offering is the Schaetz
take-off weight. A hydraulic lift
Carousel, designed to eliminate
moves the aircraft 7m vertically
the frequent need to rearrange
back and forth between the
aircraft in a crowded hangar and
mezzanine and the ground level.
therefore also eliminate the all too
The carousel is easily operated by
common ‘hangar rash’ that results.
only one operator from a video
Of equal benefit is the much more
controlled switchboard which
efficient use of available hangar
allows the operator to move the
space.
carousel precisely to the centre
The Carousel is based on an
of the hangar opening. After a
engine-driven rotating turntable
quick installation process with
that facilitates one-man handling
prefabricated steel parts, the
and relocation of any aircraft in
machine was installed and ready to
the hangar toward the hangar
operate within 12 days.
door, of which there need be
Florian Schätz, Director of
The latest award winning hangar design from Schaetz Design and
just one – another significant
Schaetz
Design & Construction
Construction is this multi level carousel system built in Singapore.
cost saving of the approach. The
GmbH
(Germany)
says, “The
Carousel hangars (multi or single level) save space, time, money and
system works like a large ‘Lazy
system
is
very
straightforward
and
reduce hangar damage to aircraft.
Susan’, allowing any aircraft to
easy to maintain. Our design and
be extricated from the turntable
construction success is attributable
when requested within only 90
to the reduction in the cost of
seconds.
material, land, operations and
Standard designs are available
maintenance while maximising
for turntable diameters of 22m,
the use of the material to full
24m, 27m and 32m with loads of
functional capacity.”
up to 60 tonnes able to be brought
Currently, Schätz and his team
directly through the turning
are developing a compact multiplatform into the foundation. A
level storage facility for business
3kW engine can be mounted subjets with up to 35m wingspan.
Schaetz Carousels can be integrated into purpose built or conventional
surface or above ground.
hangar designs. Kits can be purchased for import into New Zealand.
For more information
The company recently won
Enquiries from New Zealand for hangar design and carousel
the ‘Innovator’ category of the 2012 Singapore Concrete Institute
componentry supply can be directed to Florian Schätz via:
Excellence Awards for their newly patented and world first,
info@aircraft-carousel.com or visit www.aircraft-carousel.com for
Vertical Aircraft Parking System. Such a design, utilising stacked
more information.
carousels has been in operation in MAJ’s General Aviation Centre

Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N
l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery
l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting
l Initial installation $1800+gst l Replacement batteries $700+gst

R44 GROUND
HANDLING WHEELS
l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid
clearance l Telescoping handle

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss
all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com
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Currently under development is a nested carousel system to park 110 business jets in low energy hangars using less than two football fields of land.
Would you like to see a profile on your business in KiwiFlyer? Call us on 0800 535 937 to discuss options.
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Aviation Event Report
contributed by Chris Gee

Mosquito Launch Spectacular
THE 29th of September saw Ardmore
Airport host a spectacular airshow to
celebrate the flight of Mosquito KA114.
This was expected to be the last opportunity
to showcase the aircraft to the public before
being shipped back to its owner in the
USA. The crowd numbered in the tens of
thousands and descended on Ardmore from
across the country. People also came from
as far as Europe to see the Mosquito in the
air, with one couple building a month long
holiday around the event. The infrastructure
put in place held up surprisingly well to the
greater than expected number of people
wishing to attend, though queues of traffic
stretched for miles. Many gave up waiting in
stationary traffic and simply parked their cars
on the side of the road, choosing to walk the
last few kilometres to get in.
Along with the visiting enthusiasts, many
owners and pilots brought their aircraft
to display alongside the Mosquito. New

Zealand’s vibrant classic aircraft and warbirds
scene is world renowned and if ever there
was a good excuse to get together and display
their aircraft, this was it. The airshow became
a magnet for de Havilland aircraft over this
weekend, as though they were there to root
for their cousin the Mosquito as she took to
the air again, and cheer her on as she wowed
the crowd. If only Geoffrey de Havilland
could have been around to witness his legacy
still very much alive on the other side of the
planet, 47 years after his death.
Weather conditions were superb, although
a crosswind arose that altered the displays of
a few aircraft. It was all a huge success and
greatly enjoyed by all who attended in spite of
the usual traffic woes. Those who complained
they could not get onsite until after midday
now know to leave home earlier next time.
Chris Gee attended on behalf of
KiwiFlyer and assembled the following photo
essay for readers to enjoy.

The de Havilland DH.82 Tiger Moths were there in abundance, performing an 8-ship
formation fly-past, as well as Dave Phillips’ magical solo display in ZK-BEN. The Tiger
Moth was at the centre of NZ’s pioneering aviation days and remains greatly loved.

Hallett Griffin put on an excellent
handling display in the de Havilland
Canada DHC-2 Beaver, this example
in immaculate condition and still
operational for agricultural work.
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GEAR FOR AVIATORS: Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

Thousands of people descended on Ardmore
from around New Zealand and some travelled
from as far as Europe to see KA114 in the air.

l BeyerDynamic
David Clark
l
l Aircraft Spruce
Lightspeed
l
Spidertracks
l
Aviation Gifts
l
l

l
l
l
l
l
l

Ask for a quote today. Free postage on all orders over $179.

Located at Classic Flyers, 9 Jean Batten Drive, Tauranga Airport.
P: 07 572 4000 E: info@nzpilotshop.co.nz www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Fittingly, the aircraft that would come to replace
the Mosquito in service were also in attendance,
the de Havilland DH.115 Vampire and de
Havilland DH.112 Venom. The Vampire, flown
by Brett Emeny, flew a solo display and a stunning
formation fly-past with the Mosquito. The Venom
(below), brought back to life by Jerry Gaston,
taxied over to the static display area under its own
power (see ZK Review in this issue of KiwiFlyer).
One of the highlights for many at the show was the arrival of the
gorgeous Mk 1 Avro Anson from Nelson. Lovingly restored by Bill
and Robyn Reid, this 1936 vintage aircraft first flew after a 10-year
restoration in May this year. It is the only one of its kind flying in
the world today, and was displayed at Ardmore by RNZAF Historic
Flight pilot Sean Perrett. More than 11,000 Ansons were produced
between 1935 and 1952.

The de Havilland Canada DHC-1
Chipmunk’s solo display was expertly flown
by Gavin Trethewey. The aircraft also flew
in formation with other Chipmunks and
more de Havilland aircraft including a
DH.89 Rapide and a DH.83 Fox-Moth.
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

The Mosquito was in the company of
a trio of fellow classic allied fighters
which have been a part of the NZ
Warbirds scene for a number of
years. Doug Brooker’s TR9 Spitfire,
flown here by Gavin Trethewey,
treated the crowd to a short solo
routine. Graham Bethell flew several
fast and low passes with the beautiful
P-51D Mustang while Liz Needham
flew the P-40N Kittyhawk in its solo
display. A highlight of the show was
when these aircraft formed up with
the Mosquito for a series of low
formation fly-pasts.

Bose
ICOM
Zaon
ASA
Kannad
Jeppesen
Flightcom

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their advertisement in KiwiFlyer.
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Aviation Event Report
It would hardly be a New Zealand airshow without the
participation of a gaggle of Harvard’s, and they were out
in force at Ardmore. Formation aerobatic displays by the
‘Roaring Forties’ display team and a solo display by Gavin
Trethewey in No.92 were well received by the crowd.

Aircraft and
Component
Painting Services
Part 145 certified

The historic re-enactors go hand in hand
with warbirds displays in New Zealand,
reminding us of a time, place and situation
that should never be forgotten. They carried
out an entertaining mock battle in front of
the audience, and through the attention to
detail and historic realism of people like
Robbie Lane and Susie Ford, added a timely
atmosphere to the static displays.

(Right) The M38 Miles
Messenger is unique on the New
Zealand register and has been
displaying here for many years.
It has its own ram-air generator,
and also has no electric starting
motor, necessitating that its
propeller must be hand cranked
for it to start.

Two L-39 jets were in attendance at the airshow, along with
the much loved ‘Blunty’ BAE 167 Strikemaster. They flew
together with the Vampire in what was a very impressive,
and noisy, dissimilar formation. While flying in a fast jet
may seem like an impossible dream for many, adventure
flights can now be booked in the Strikemaster that will give
you the ride of a lifetime!

The crowd was treated to some sensational aerobatics routines in between the classic
aircraft displays. Dave Cranna’s display in his Zlin Z50LS was impressive, as was Richard
Hood’s stomach churning effort in the Giles 202. The RNZAF’s CT-4E also showed
off its manoeuvrability to crowd pleasing effect.

Classic Cars from across
the North Island arrived
at Ardmore to support
the airshow, with a
wide variety of types
in attendance. These
vehicles are always
popular with the crowd,
and those parked in the
static display really added
to the look and feel of
the show.

(Left) Arthur Gotland’s gliding display was a
real eye opener for many in the crowd, with
a masterful routine displaying superb energy
management and the kind of manoeuvres
that most people don’t expect to see gliders
perform. Eventually he came in low and it was
surely time to land, but no, there would be
another loop, and then another, until finally
he touched down gracefully onto the grass,
seemingly with seconds to spare.
(Right) The
Trojan T-28 had
played a big part
in the Mosquito’s
first flight as
the chase plane,
flown by Rob
Silich. This ex US
Navy trainer may
look ungainly
on the ground,
but as soon as
she is airborne
she becomes a
graceful, and
noisy, performer.

Scale
Quality
Technology
Efficiency
Speed

Harking back to the barnstorming days of
old, Susan Scott’s wing-walking display, flown
by Graham Woods, was extremely popular.
Miss Scott comes from a family with a history
of aviation, and is in fact a fourth generation
wing-walker. Her great grandmother, Hilda
Alexander, was a record-breaking wing walker
who wing-walked across Cook Strait in 1971,
at the age of 72, and set a record as the oldest
wing-walker at 78. Susan has been flying since
she was 16, and wing-walking since she was 18.

The scale that allows us to
take on the big jobs,
means that we can
offer very cost effective
solutions for operators of
small aircraft too.

! NEW !

Fly a Robinson R22 at owner’s rates

Fly in and fly out
‘cut & polish’ service
with paint match and
touch ups, all from
$250+GST for
small aircraft.

Based at Ardmore, this aircraft presents better than new
after a restoration grade overhaul just 100 hours ago.
Includes l All new avionics l Powerflow performance exhaust
Spidertracks l Traffic awareness   l Touch screen GPS
Bluetooth phone with remote l Helipods l Life jackets and PLB
No monthly syndicate fee. No need to purchase a share that you
can’t sell later. No risks of ownership, just the benefits.

The crowd in attendance was huge and no doubt took the organisers and certainly the traffic control systems by surprise. That said, the show
was good enough that even those who waited for hours in their cars, or who gave up and walked several kilometres, went home happy.
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Rates from $285+GST an hour depending on usage. Conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available. Ph: 021 667 866 or E: rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

75 Ingram Road, Hamilton Airport
P: 07 843 0392

F: 07 843 7059

E: info@aviationpaintingservices.co.nz
www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz

Ensure your business is promoted in the next issue of KiwiFlyer. Email your requirements to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
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Christmas Gifts for Aviators

New Zealand Warbirds Calendar 2013

Book Review

If you enjoy seeing Gavin Conroy’s
air to air photography in KiwiFlyer
then you’ll really like this calendar
which is also a NZ Warbirds
Association fundraiser. Buy one for
yourself and some more for friends.
Available from Stevens and
Whicoulls stores nationwide as well
as the Aviation Heritage Centre
at Omaka. The RRP of $34.99
includes a $5 donation to the
NZ Warbirds Association.

A Great
Gift Idea for
Christmas

Wigram – The birthplace of military
aviation in New Zealand.
Bee Dawson, Random House, RRP: $45

FOR nearly 70 years Wigram Air Force
base played a key role in New Zealand’s
military history. Influential citizens such
as Sir Henry Wigram were paramount in
bringing to the government of the day’s
attention, the need for aviation initiatives
which would ultimately benefit the nation.
In this new book, Social Historian Bee
Dawson outlines the history of Wigram
airfield, the nation’s first Air Force base, in
a refreshing way that considers anecdotal
evidence of life on station.
Interspersed with some wonderful
evocative photos capturing social aviation
history of an earlier era, Dawson adds
depth to the narrative outlining the role
Wigram played in shaping the Royal New
Zealand Air Force into what it is today.
Wigram began as the Sockburn
aerodrome on the southern outskirts of
Christchurch when in 1916 the Canterbury
Aviation Company was formed with the
assistance of Henry Wigram. As a civil
entity it laid the ground work in training
pilots for the Royal Flying Corps for
service in World War I, as did the Auckland
based Walsh Brothers Flying School. Post
war the field was used by the Canterbury
Aero Club, hosted refresher courses for
ex military pilots and attempted to grow
aviation throughout the South Island.
Wigram donated money, existing land
and facilities to the government in 1923
whereupon the Canterbury Aviation
Company ceased to exist. He made a final
free gift of land adjoining the airfield in
1931. Dawson lays out these historical
aspects in an informative way interspersed
with anecdotes and humour while
remaining factual and relevant.
This book is a most suitable companion
to a similar, albeit smaller recent work by
the author titled Hobsonville: Portrait of
a seaplane station, and adds to our literary
records of the rich New Zealand aviation
history we have.
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SALES - SERVICE - INSTALLATION
www.avionics.co.nz

More than just avionics
Sunglasses from $168

Watches from $250

Lap Trays, Beer Tankards and
Coasters also available

Torches from $28

Check our website for more Christmas gift ideas

www.avionics.co.nz

SOUTH PACIFIC AVIONICS

The KiwiFlyer Team wishes all of our readers a very Happy Christmas and enjoyable holiday season.

|

Ph: 09 298 1373

|

sales@avionics.co.nz
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LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD

GIFT S
R
CHE
VOU ABLE
L
AVAI

WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
IS PLEASED TO OFFER FLIGHTS IN
HARVARD l P-40 KITTYHAWK l SPITFIRE
CAA Part 115 certified

WWW.WARBIRD.CO.NZ

10x Magnifier with optical scale
A 10X magnifier of the highest optical quality with excellent
resolution and perfect illumination. Includes graduated optical
scale to take direct measurements from the area being
inspected. This is the type of
tool recommended by spark
plug manufacturers such as
Champion for the inspection
of spark plug firing end
insulators. $62 +GST

Phone: +64 3 348 7232 Mobile: +64 272 025 846 Fax: +64 3 348 7242
Email: info@randolphsunglasses.co.nz

www.randolphsunglasses.co.nz

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2013
You’ve got to be there !

AirVenture Oshkosh is the must see event (at Least once) for every
aviation enthusiast. Because the event is so big it pays to travel with
someone who has been there before and who knows how to plan the
best value for the time available. It also means that accommodation,
transport and other logistics are all sorted out for you, so you can
concentrate on enjoying the show. The New Zealand expert in this
regard (having operated 26 previous tours and with many repeat
customers) is Gaye Pardy Travel. Gaye’s 27th AirVenture tour to
Oshkosh departs on 27th July 2013.

Filters should always be used
when filling aircraft from fuel
containers.

Survive with a CO detector that works.
This digital CO detector is small at only 68x36x16mm, weighs only
28 grams and will provide monitoring & a readout of CO over a
12 hour period and warn you audibly and visually when 3 different
levels of CO are reached.
SPECIAL PRICE for a limited time at only $199 including GST
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This filtration funnel is a heavy
duty fast-flow type, portable and
self cleaning. The filter has dual
74 micron teflon coated stainless
steel fuel filters and an anit-static
funnel body. When properly used,
it will virtually eliminate contaminated fuel going into your tanks.
It is available in two sizes and will
never need replacement parts.
From $30 +GST

2012 Tour Group pictured

This will be our 27th tour to Oshkosh. Enquire today !

We are a TAANZ bonded member & IATA accredited agent with Travel Managers Group Ltd.

The KiwiFlyer Team wishes all of our readers a very Happy Christmas and enjoyable holiday season.
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Kiwi Flying History
contributed by John Nicolson with assistance from Dave Paull

Ideal Christmas
Present !

Part 1 - The Miles Whitney Straight and Auster B.8 Agricola

How much is your life/wife worth?

John Nicolson says he was first attracted to aerial topdressing aircraft as a
wide-eyed youngling during the mid to late 1950s. He confesses that ag. planes
became an obsession, a consequence of which has been an ample photo collection,
much of which has been gifted to him over the years. Readers will be both
enlightened and entertained as John looks closely through the dust and bird

Now available for Cessna 172 and 182

BRS Whole Aircraft Parachute distribution and service is now available in New Zealand from Leading
Edge Aviation Ltd. We are the only factory authorised repacking centre in the Southern Hemisphere.
Phone Bryn Lockie on 09 973 5119

Email: leadingedge@ParakaiAirfield.co.nz

KiwiFlyer
Event
Guide
December 8th
NZ Warbirds Pearl Harbor Open Day

10am - 4pm at Ardmore. $10 entry
and under-14s free. Static Displays and
Practice Flying Displays 10:30, 12:30 and
2:30 pm. Entry includes the chance to
win a flight in a warbird. Scenic flights
available. www.nzwarbirds.org.nz
January 1st
Wings Over Woodville

The world’s first New Year’s aviation
event. 8th anniversary this year at Athbey
Farm, Woodville. $10 lunch at midday.
Aviators and ground crews only, no public
admittance. Contact Manawatu Microlight
Club President Ed on 027 356 9787.
January 8th-22nd
Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School

Annual two-week flying school for Scouts
and other young people at Matamata
Airfield. Now in its 47th year. For more
information visit www.scouts.org.nz/
walsh, email walsh@scouts.org.nz or
phone David Jupp on 021 476 676.
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Ag. Planes Past and Present

www.brsaustralia.com

January 18th-20th
Wings Over Wairarapa Airshow

At Hood Aerodrome, Masterton.
Honouring the past and celebrating
the future with WWI, WWII and
contemporary aircraft flying displays.
Practice day on Friday. Airshows on
Saturday and Sunday. More information at
www.wings.org.nz
January 26th-28th
NZ Autogyro Association Fly-in

Annual fly-in and AGM at Dannevirke.
Visiting enthusiasts welcome.
Contact Brett Oswald 07 304 9882 or
brettoswald@hotmail.com
January 26th-28th
NZ International Airshow

Now at North Shore Airfield. Check
www.nzairshow.com for details or contact
Peter Newport on 021 380 318, email:
peter.newport@airshowsystems.com
February 1st-3rd
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs

Marlborough Aero Club and Bulls
Flying Doctor Service STOL / Precision
Landing competition. This is a new annual
event. More details closer to time or
email: craig@soundsaero.co.nz
February 8th-10th
SAA Great Plains Fly-in

At Ashburton. Annual event at this

KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

This magnificent book by Gavin
Conroy showcases his photography
of 15 WWII era fighters. Each of the
15 is given its own chapter including
detail photos, a history of the type
and actual aircraft pictured, plus
commentary from the pilots of them
today. Available nationwide and from
www.craigpotton.co.nz. RRP $59.99

welcoming grass airfield with flying
competitions, annual dinner and AGM.
Contact Adrienne Fillery P: 09 405 0553
e: admin@saa.org.nz www.saa.org.nz
March 2nd-3rd
Tiger Moth Club AGM fly-in

At Opotiki. ANnual rally with
competitions, dinner, AGM, and more.
Graeme Wood on 09 418 3044 or email:
woodsy@clear.net.nz
March 19th-29th
NZ Air Safari 2013

Starting in Masterton and finishing in
Motueka, timed for the Omaka Airshow,
this event includes 10 days of flying that
covers all of New Zealand. More info
from www.flyingnz.co.nz
March 29th-31st
Classic Fighters Airshow

Omaka, Blenheim. Friday practice day
and twilight show 5pm. Saturday/Sunday
Airshow 10am–3.30pm. More than 70
aircraft participating plus ground theatre
and pyrotechnics.
www.classicfighters.co.nz
June 17th-21st
Aviation Industry Conference Week

The annual AIA conference week and
trade expo will be held in Dunedin
this year. Significant earlybird booking
discounts. More details www.aia.org.nz

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

NEW Zealand’s eco-credentials
in terms of aerial agricultural are
well documented as a world-wide
leader in the industry. The idea of
aerial agriculture in New Zealand
(and the world) surfaced in 1906
when Kiwi John Chaytor, a
farmer in Marlborough, used a
hot air balloon to spread grass
seeds over a large boggy and
non-productive area of his farm.
In 1926 another Kiwi farmer,
John Lambert, thought it would
be a good idea to apply fertiliser
from a plane over the many
hilly parts of his farm. But the
idea, seemingly, went down like
a lead balloon. In fact those in
the ‘circle’ thought the man was
bonkers. Even the government
of the day turned their nose up at
the idea of aerial topdressing.

droppings at a variety of history making New Zealand aircraft over the next
several issues. It won’t all be about history though, as many of these types are
still in service today, albeit perhaps in different roles to that of their original
purpose. We start the series right at the beginning, with Government backed
trials of lupin seed sowing along Ninety Mile Beach.
Talking about on the job
statistics, and comparatively
speaking, an Oamaru ag. pilot
flew his 750shp Cresco through
a working day of 10 hours
during which time he spread 340
tonnes of solids (a metric tonne
= 2,204lb) - the Cresco’s usual
payload is around 4,400lb.
ZK-BMJ Auster B.8 Agricola

BMJ, C/n B.102, was one of
six, of only nine ever UK-built
Agricolas to come here, starting
This UK immigrant in Miles Aircraft’s 1936 Miles M-11A Whitney Straight
was owned by the NZ Public Works Department in the late 1930s and was in 1956 (with one as a spare) flown mainly by their Chief Pilot Alan Prichard up until the 1950s. Eight
thus BMJ, BMK, BMM, BMN,
Whitney Straights arrived here in the late 1930s, three of which served with BML and CCV. The Kiwis had
the RNZAF. ZK-AFH was withdrawn from use in 1962 and was
originally ordered 15 Agricolas.
scrapped c.1966. (John Nicolson Collection)
Known light-heartedly as the
‘Flying Hen Coop,’ the Agricola,
which was manufactured by
Auster, could haul upwards
of 1,700lb of super and was
ZK-AFH Miles Whitney Straight
powered first by a 240hp
As it happened, somebody
Continental engine before five
must have dropped a flea in
Kiwi B.8’s were fitted with a
the ear of a high level official
260hp Continental engine - as
because it was the government
in ZK-BMN, BMJ, BXO, DEU
that actually sparked what was to
and CCU. The Agricola, having
become aerial topdressing and/or
first flown in 1955, was built of
aerial cropspraying, as we know
fabric-over-steel framing and had
it, in the late 1930s. From the
a ROC of 770ft/min. The type
Looking every bit bullish, gawky even, is this 260hp Auster B.8 Agricola,
was effectively up against the
late 1930s and on into the early
which was ultimately dogged here by the Fletcher. Agricola insiders were
established FU24 and didn’t really
1940s, Alan Prichard, a pilot for
fond of the B.8’s light stick forces, its great visibility from the cockpit (pilot
the Public Works Department,
being seated ahead of the hopper) and they say it was nice to fly - especially make much of as footprint on the
at slow speeds. November 1956 - BMJ went to Airlift (NZ) Ltd, ex-Bristol
local topdressing scene - and its
flew government-backed trials
Aeroplane Co NZ Ltd (the Kiwi agency.) August 1960 - BAC repossessed
life here is a bit higgledy-piggledy,
of lupin seed sowing along
BMJ and it was thus transferred to Associated Farmers Aerial Work Ltd
to say the least. Agricolas BXO,
Ninety Mile Beach - Prichard was
of Martinborough at the same time. 1960 - leased to Air Contracts Ltd at
CCU and DUE were build-ups
later trialling the technique of
Masterton and was there equipped with a 260hp Continental six engine.
BMJ suffered a few ‘typical industry’ prangs thereafter.
spreading super and he had much
in NZ - CCU, for example, was
August 1977 - registration cancelled. (John Nicolson Collection)
earlier been sowing seeds for a
made up from the hand-picked
farmer from a DH.60 Gipsy Moth. For the trials, Prichard flew the
remnants of BMK, BML and CCV. The Kiwi Agricola’s flew with
department’s two-seat 130hp Miles Whitney Straight (ZK-AFH),
Air Contracts (BMJ/BXO/CCU/CCV), Airlift (BMJ/BMM/
which had been fitted with a specially-built hopper that could
BMK), Rangitikei Air Services (BML), and Associated Farmers
provide for a 330lb/150kg payload.
Aerial Work (BMJ, BMM, BMN, BXO and DEU.)
Alan Prichard initially sowed a ton of seed in seven hours of
Our last surviving B.8 Agricola (BXO) went to the UK in 2005
flying, over two days. And in mid 1946, ZK-AFH, when flown by
and is today the only one of its type still flying in the world. John
another Government pilot, spread 5,900lb of bluestone crystals
Stephenson, who restored BXO, had connections with the Agricola
over 1,400 acres of land in the Thames area.
in NZ spanning many years.
Our targeted free circulation to all aircraft owners and the aviation industry ensures that advertising in KiwiFlyer Gets Results.
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Autogyros

Component Fabrication for Gyro Home-builders
Most aircraft home-builders (rotary or fixed wing) have a good modicum of engineering skills and a well equiped home workshop. But where to turn when the task
gets a little too complicated or where particular accuracy or fabrication skills are required? Many gyro builders in particular give Neil Hintz a call at Autoflight.

1

2

3

4

5

sales throughout the Asia Pacific region.
A part-time business quickly became a full-time one, as Neil
continued with his development of Subaru conversions, focusing
on geared reduction drives under his new Autoflight brand. These
reduction drives are exported worldwide and under a now familiar
theme, they caught the attention of Titan Aircraft in the USA who
now purchase Autoflight drives for their own kits as well as a variety
of other components that are all manufactured in Autoflight’s
Hamilton workshop.
The company also produces a variety of gyro components as a
sub-contractor to RFD, supplying all of their rotor-heads and many
other CNC machined components which RFD then on-sell as part
of their own kits. In turn, Neil supplies New Zealand customers
with RFD manufactured rotor-blades and tails which he imports.
Extensive fabrication capabilities

6

7

8

9

10

1. Dominator suspension with disc brake package fitted. 2. Disc brake components. 3. Multi cable push-pull throttle quadrant. 4. Engine mounting system
component. 5. CNC machining a gearbox output flange. 6. RFD rotor-head bearing block. 7. 3D modelled, machined pattern for casting. 8. Subaru
EA81 engine frame on Dominator gyro. 9. Two stroke crankcase casting in CC601-T6 ready for machining. 10. Front oleo with damped castering wheel.

AUTOFLIGHT can trace its origins back to a time when owner
Neil Hintz, an experienced fitter turner and toolmaker, began to get
asked by friends to make parts for the autogyros they were building,
similar to those that Neil was fabricating for himself. At about the
same time Neil also recognised the potential for utilising Subaru
engines as cost effective microlight power plants and developed
conversion kits for their aeromotive use.

The latter brought Neil to the attention of Rotor Flight
Dynamics (RFD) in the USA, makers of Dominator autogyros and
well renowned in autogyro circles. After meeting with RFD, an
arrangement was subsequently agreed for Neil to supply engines to
the company, exported from a small workshop in Hamilton. At this
time, just over 10 years ago, Neil formed Autoflight Limited to also
manufacture Dominator autogyros in NZ under licence to RFD, for

With a workshop that includes a 4 axis CNC machining centre
(with a dimensional capability of 850x500x500mm) and CNC
lathe (both driven by a suite of 3D solid modelling and machining
programs), manual lathes and mills, a cylindrical grinder for
grinding hard shafts, tube bending and
tig welding equipment, plus much more,
there isn’t much that Neil and his team of
two can’t turn their hands to. Capabilities
include complicated patternmaking and
casting, usually in CC601 alloy heat treated
to T6 standards, either for one-off jobs
or production runs. The CNC lathe can
operate up to 400mm diameter, and is well
suited to one of its current tasks being the
manufacture of light aircraft wheels, again
for export.
If it can’t be made in house at
AutoFlight, then Neil can probably arrange
it through his wide network of engineering
contacts – including for hard chroming,
nikasil treatments, gear hobbing and more.
Autoflight hasn’t forgotten its
beginnings however, and Neil is well known
in autogyro and other microlight and
experimental aircraft circles as a
go-to person for all of the fabrication jobs
that home-builders aren’t quite confident
enough to take on themselves. These
Join the NZ Autogyro Association
can include the bending and welding of
complicated engine frames; fabrication of
suspension, brakes and wheel components;
control components; pre-rotators; and
more. Development, fitting and tuning of
Subaru engines for aeromotive use has also
become a speciality.

-

www.autogyro.org.nz

For more information

Magni M24 VIP
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www.magnigyro.co.nz
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

Call Mike: 021 422786
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

To discuss any component fabrication
requirements, email: info@autoflight.co.nz
or phone Neil weekdays between 8.30
and 5pm on 07 824 1978. Neil can also
supply Autoflight gear reduction drives and
Dominator autogyro kitsets (both of which
will be covered in more detail in a future
issue of KiwiFlyer).
If you’re involved in a project that might interest KiwiFlyer readers then let us know and we’ll share it. Contact Michael on 0800 535 937.
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How do gliders get into the air?
I HAVE written a lot about what gliders do when they’re in the air,
but not much about the critical early part of the flight when they
actually get into the air. There are two common methods in use,
being aero tow and winch, but there are other ways to do it too.
Aero-tow Launching

KiwiFlyer is published every two months by Kiwi Flyer Limited.
Editor: Michael Norton

the end of the airfield, as far from the launch point as possible.
Basically it is a machine with a big motor and a large spool of cable.
Traditionally in NZ the wire used to be #8 fence wire, but these
days is more likely to be stranded cable or a modern composite
material like Dyema. The winch cable is attached to the belly hook
of the glider. The checks and launch signals are the same but within
three to four seconds of the “all out” the glider will be airborne,
flying at sixty knots and have rotated to be pointing at the sky as it
climbs out. It is just like launching an enormous kite. About 300 ft
AGL the climb will steepen to about 45°. The pitch drops off at
the top of the climb, and levels off to a
normal flying attitude for release. If the
glider over-flies the winch, the belly hook
will back release, but the pilot should have
pulled the bung before that happens.
In less than a minute you’ve gone from
ground level to somewhere between 800
to 1200 ft. The difference depends on
wind strength, skill of the pilot and winch
driver, and the length of the cable. As you
can imagine, it is hard to instruct during
a winch launch and the briefing and debrief will be thorough. Just like aero-tow,
it isn’t hard. It just takes practise. Winch
launching is considerably cheaper than
aero-towing and on a good day, 1000 ft is
enough to let the glider find lift and get
away.
If you are a power pilot, give glider
sites with winches a wide berth. A winch
launch happens fast and you will never
see the cable that slices your wings off (or
wraps around your rotor blades. Ed.)

Aero-tow essentially is precision formation flying behind a power
plane, until the glider reaches a height sufficient to allow the pilot to
contact lift (or the cost of the tow exceeds the depth of his pocket,
whichever comes sooner). Aero-tows are expensive but their
efficiency makes them the most popular
method used in this country. Many gliding
clubs own their own towplanes and they
range from microlights rated for towing,
such as Auckland Aviation Sports Club’s
FK Lightplanes FK9, through Piper Cubs,
to the very popular Piper Pawnees.
Learning to fly a glider on aero-tow
is not difficult from either end of the
rope, but it does have to be precise. The
tow-pilot needs to know the glider’s max
towing speed, emergency procedures, and
if he wants to keep his club members
happy, he’ll know how to read the sky and
fly the glider to an area of good lift.
At the other end of the 80m rope,
the glider pilot puts a lot of trust in the
tow-pilot. Once checks are completed,
a wing runner attaches the rope to the
glider and checks that it is secure. The
wing runner holds the glider’s wings level
and the signal is given to the tow plane to
“take up slack”. Once the rope is taut the
“all out” is given. The tow-plane starts to
Bungee launching a glider at a vintage rally. The process
accelerate gently, the wing runner keeps
Alternatives
involves volunteers running down a hill until the bungee
is at maximum stretch, thence catapulting the glider into
the wing level for as long as possible,
There are other ways of getting a
the air over their heads. Lots of fun for everyone, but
before letting it fly off his hand. Usually,
glider in the air. An auto tow is similar to
fortunately modern techniques are more efficient.
by the time the runner lets go, the wing
a winch launch, but involves a powerful
car with a long cable that races into wind to launch the glider. Large
is just starting to fly. The glider pilot then keeps his wings level and
airfields or beaches are the place of choice for this. Not surprisingly,
follows that rope. The glider is lighter than the power plane and will
this launch method is generally considered good fun by all involved.
lift off the ground first. Once both aircraft are airborne the glider
Bungee launching is one of the original glider launch methods. It
slides up above the aeroplane’s slip stream in ‘high tow’ position.
is not very efficient and is very labour intensive. The glider launches
The wings of the tow-plane should sit just on the horizon, from the
from the top of a slope. A group of people hold the glider still,
glider’s point of view. Australians are different, they fly below the
while two other groups race off down the hill, hanging onto two
slip stream in ‘low tow’.
rubber bungee cords, which attach by a single cord to the glider
Then it is just a matter of keeping the glider’s wings level with
tow hook. When the cords are stretched as far as the volunteers
the other plane’s. If the tow-plane banks, the glider banks. The
can manage, the glider is released by its minders and catapults out
glider can need quite a lot of rudder to keep from sliding too far
and over the heads of everyone. Hopefully the pilot can slope soar
out to the side in a turn. Once the glider has reached release height,
and even climb. Usually though, it is just a gentle sledge ride to the
1000 ft AGL for a circuit or 2000 ft or higher for soaring, then he
bottom of the hill. Then everyone comes down to haul the glider
pulls the release knob and turns to the right while the tow-plane
back up again. When bungy launching is resurrected at vintage
turns left. For safety’s sake, both ends of the combination can
rallies and the like, it too, seems to be considered great fun.
release the rope if needed.
Winch Launching

Compared to the sedate climb behind a plane, winch launching
has been likened to a bungee jump in reverse. The winch sits at
44

I’m Jill McCaw and I’m editor and publisher of SoaringNZ, the official
journal of Gliding NZ. For subscriptions and details on gliding clubs see the
GNZ website.
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Flight Examiners available throughout NZ for:
l

Instructor rating continued competence

l

Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR and IFR competency checks

l

Private Pilot Licence issue

l

Instrument rating continued competence

l

Removal of limitations ILS, NDB, GPS issue

l

Aerobatic rating issue and renewal

Training
now available
to meet new
PBN/GPS CAA
requirements

RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV

l
l

Instructional techniques training courses
King Air simulator available
Contact: Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary
safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2.
We have limited student numbers to
ensure personalised career training.
Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.
Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris: P: 03 359 6891 M: 027 316 8444
E: chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

More safety. More utility. More fun !

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nz

Would you like to see something different in KiwiFlyer or perhaps contribute yourself ? Contact us with your ideas.
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Training Services

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School
Personalised PPL, CPL
and MEIR Training
No wasted taxi or holding time
Controlled airspace moments away
Focused and cost efficient
Our brand new Tecnam Twin is here
Extensive new offices and classrooms
Owned and run by airline pilots with
experience spanning four decades

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E: info@chopper.co.nz

www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Available from
Phil Jones,
NZ’s Lightspeed
Dealer since 1997
Ph: 0800 116 741

specialfx.co.nz
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PHOTOGRAPHY
SURFING . BANNERS

Tecnam 2008 arriving shortly

The Best mid priced ANR headset
Light and Comfortable
Superb Stereo Sound
Bluetooth Compatible
Cellphone Interface

Jeff Van West of Aviation Consumer wrote “New Zulu is in our opinion, the most comfortable over the ear headset ever worn.”

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES
TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

Now registered with NZQA

Malcolm: 027 484 0635 E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz

SIERRA
Top of the Range ANR
New Speaker Design
Microport Vent Technology
Light and comfortable with unparallelled
voice clarity and superb stereo sound
Bluetooth & Cellphone Interface
Now including FlightLink in flight cockpit
recording for iPad and iPhone

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment
where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations.
Call us for an information pack or
a trial flight to start your career today.

www.chopper.co.nz
Providing Personalised Training to Private and Commercial Pilots for over 20 years

Advertise in this space from $75 +GST per issue.
KiwiFlyer is focused on the New Zealand
aviation community and delivered FREE to
every aircraft operator and aviation business.
Advertisers can be assured of the widest
possible market coverage.

Professional Aviation
Ground Courses and
PilotBooks Training Manuals

P: 0800 535 937 E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Teaching outstanding skills
taught to us by the pioneers
of mountain flying.
Fly in your plane or ours.
Call to enquire about
our half and full day
packages or your individual
requirements.
P: 03 443 4005
E: info@u-flywanaka.co.nz

www.mountainflying.co.nz

Enquiries and Enrolments being taken
for the following upcoming courses:

Basic Turbine Knowledge
8-9 May & 30-31 October

ATPL Courses

3 times in 2013
Autumn, Winter and Spring
See our website for details
PilotBooks Training Manuals for:

PPL, CPL,
IR, BTK and ATPL
See our website for full information

www.waypoints.co.nz
Contact: Mark Woodhouse
waypoints@clear.net.nz
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Email details of your upcoming event to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz for inclusion in our Event Guide.
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ZK Register Review

provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific

contributed by Penny Belworthy

ZK-VNM DH112 Venom

A DH112 Venom has recently taken to
the air for the first time in New Zealand.
For John Luff of Wanganui Sea and Air
Charters (2006) Ltd., this was a very special
time as his original Venom with the same
registration was damaged on arriving at the
Masterton airfield to take part in the Wings
over Wairarapa airshow in January 2011.
Damage was significant enough that it was
deemed beyond repair and written off.
John with the help of Gerry Gaston,
an engineer with past RNZAF Vampire
experience, went on a search for a
replacement Venom and in February of
this year the new ZK-VNM arrived in New
Zealand from Switzerland. The aircraft
was complete when it was in Switzerland
but hadn’t flown for several months. Once
in New Zealand the Venom undertook a
refurbishment which John says couldn’t
have been achieved without the help of
Grant Biel and his team at Rural Aviation.
No 14 Squadron RNZAF leased
Venoms from the RAF and flew them
out of Tengah, Singapore in anger against
insurgents during the Malayan Emergency,
between 1955 and 1958. Trevor Bland, New
Zealand Warbirds Association founding
president and patron, flew Venoms

in Singapore with 14 Squadron and
remembers it as a “potent warplane due to
its capacity to carry a couple of thousandpound bombs, rockets and cannon”. The
colour scheme on VNM is based on the
original Venom scheme that Trevor Bland
flew while serving.
Around 1400 Venoms were built and
it was developed into a night fighter and a
naval version, the Sea Venom. The Swiss
operated their Venoms until 1983.
ZK-VNM will soon be flown to its
home base at Ohakea in readiness for some
airshow appearances.

increased reserve power, improved altitude
performance, fifth seat, and large baggage
compartment. Operations Manager for
Outgro Aviation, Brian Knight said they
now have two R66 aircraft in operation
around New Zealand and have flown
over 800 hours to date between the two.
For any more information email: info@
outgroaviation.co.nz

ZK-MSP Morane Saulnier

ZK-IOA Robinson R66

A SECOND R66 for Outgro Aviation
of Dannevirke has been supplied by
HeliFlite Pacific. Outgro describe the R66
as a stand out machine for their range of
work due to its increased performance,
payload and exceptional fuel consumption.
Outgro, who specialise in the application of
fluidised fertiliser and other aerial operation
including lifting work, designed and built
the spray gear for the R66.
The Robinson R66 Turbine retains many
of the design features of the R44, including
a two-bladed rotor system, T-bar cyclic,
and an open interior cabin configuration.
Notable differences are the R66’s

FIRST of its type in New Zealand is
another aircraft from the Airdrome
Aeroplane Company of Holden USA, this
time it is a Morane which is a three quarter
scale of the French 1914 Morane Saulnier
Parasol Type L. The Type L became one
of the first successful fighter aircraft when
it was fitted with a single machine gun
that fired through the arc of the propeller,
which was protected by armoured deflector
wedges. Its immediate effectiveness in
this role launched an arms race in fighter
development, and the Type L was swiftly
rendered obsolete. The original Type L
used wing warping for lateral control, but a
later version designated Type LA was fitted
with ailerons.
As this is the first aircraft that Frank
Price has built he was looking for
something that looked good and would be

Buying an aircraft? - We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft? - We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.
Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…

Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.
Contact Peter McCarty
P: 09 295 0665
E: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.
www.hawkerpacific.com

NZ’s one-stop Rotary and Fixed Wing maintenance facility all under one roof

ARRIVALS - August/September/October 2012		
DHP Beech B200
Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd
Papakura
Aeroplane
FEB
The Vintage Aviator FE2b-1
The Vintage Aviator Limited
Masterton
Aeroplane
FKG Fokker D-VII Replica
Dr G G Ritchie
Ashburton
Microlight Class 1
HAK MBB BO 105 CBS-5
Oceania Aviation Limited
Papakura
Helicopter
HCE Robinson R66
R J & J D Griffiths
Westport
Helicopter
HMI Bell 206B
Helicopters South Canterbury Ltd
Timaru
Helicopter
HQC MBB MBB-BK117 A-3
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Papakura
Helicopter
HQD MBB MBB-BK117 A-3
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Papakura
Helicopter
HQI
MBB MBB-BK117 B-2
Helicopters Otago Limited
Mosgiel
Helicopter
HQJ MBB MBB-BK117 A-3
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Papakura
Helicopter
HQO MBB MBB-BK117 A-3
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Papakura
Helicopter
IAI
MBB BO 105 S
Mr B J Comerford
Porirua
Helicopter
IAJ
MBB BO 105 S
Mr B J Comerford
Porirua
Helicopter
IBV
Aerospatiale AS 350B2
Mr B J Comerford
Porirua
Helicopter
ICP
Robinson R44 II
North Shore Helicopters Limited
Albany
Helicopter
IJH
Bell 206L-3
Salt Air Limited
Paihia
Helicopter
IJO
Eurocopter AS 350 B3
Faram Aviation Group Limited
Hastings
Helicopter
IKH
Robinson R44 II
Kitto Helicopters Limited
Balclutha
Helicopter
IOA
Robinson R66
Outgro Aviation Ltd
Dannevirke
Helicopter
ISK
Aerospatiale SA 315B
Northland Helicopters Ltd
Kamo
Helicopter
IWY Bell 206L-4
Helicopters Otago Limited
Mosgiel
Helicopter
IXL
Bell OH-58A
Ludgater Holdings Limited
Christchurch
Helicopter
KCE
Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
Hamilton
Aeroplane
LHC
L M Harris CASH Aviation M3
Mr L M Harris
Tauranga
Microlight Class 2
MOS DH 98 Mosquito F.B. Mk 26
AVspecs Limited
Manukau
Aeroplane
MSP Morane Saulnier L
Mr FR Price
Papakura
Microlight Class 1
MVA ATR-GIE ATR 72-212A
Mount Cook Airline Ltd
Christchurch
Aeroplane
NDS P & M Aviation QuikR
Mr N D Scoble
Upper Hutt
Microlight Class 2
PPD
The Vintage Aviator Sopwith Pup The Vintage Aviator Limited
Masterton
Aeroplane
RES
The Vintage Aviator RE8-1
The Vintage Aviator Limited
Masterton
Aeroplane
RVQ Vans RV-9A
Total Entertainments Consultants Ltd North Shore City
Amat Built Plane
RVU
Vans RV 7
Mr M A Gorton
Riverton
Amat Built Plane
SKZ
Cessna U206F
Skydive Zone (Bay of Islands) Ltd
Paihia
Aeroplane
SRC
Piper PA-31-325
Air Gisborne Ltd
Gisborne
Aeroplane
SXB
Beech 77
Mr R A R Glasson
Drury
Aeroplane
TDO Cessna T206H
BLM Holdings Limited
New Plymouth
Aeroplane
TLB
Boeing 737-3Q8
Airwork Flight Operations Limited Manukau
Aeroplane
TVE
TVA Albatros DVa-1
The Vintage Aviator Limited
Masterton
Aeroplane
VNM DH 112 Venom Mk 1
Wanganui Sea and Air Charters
Wanganui
Aeroplane
WHZ Tecnam P2008
Waikato Aero Club (Inc)
Hamilton
Aeroplane
WIP Tecnam P2008
Waikato Aero Club (Inc)
Hamilton
Aeroplane
WLS Beech 76
Ardmore Flying School Ltd
Papakura
Aeroplane
XXS
Yakovlev Yak-52
Kaipara Aviation Trust
North Shore City
Aerplane
YHC Rotorway Exec 162F
Mr I D Deaker
Oamaru
Amat Built Heli
YPM Pipistrel Sinus
Mr S Fukutake
Auckland
Microlight Class 2
TRANSFERS - August/September/October 2012
ADT
DH 60G Gipsy Moth
Jan & Jerry Chisum
Hastings
Aeroplane
BTP
Piper PA-18
Mr D J Little
Richmond
Aeroplane
BUC Gardan GY-20 Minicab
Mr C N Bellingham
Pukekohe
Amat Built Aeroplane
BUQ Cessna 180A
Skydiving Kiwis Limited
Christchurch
Aeroplane
BYC
Fletcher FU24
Killarney Farm Awamate Limited
Wairoa
Aeroplane
CAG Curtiss P-40N
Warbird Adventure Rides Ltd
Drury
Aeroplane
CUD Piper PA-28-140
McKay Family Partnership
Auckland
Aeroplane
DFI
Cessna 172L
Black Robin Airlines Limited
Wellington
Aeroplane
DGC P & M Aviation Quik GT450
Blue Sky Microlight 2006 Limited Motueka
Microlight Class 2
DPJ
Cessna 180J
Longslip Station Ltd
Omarama
Aeroplane
EBF
Piper PA-28-180
Archer Partnership
Tauranga
Aeroplane
ETS
Cessna A152
Air Manawatu Ltd
Feilding
Aeroplane
EUD NZ Aerospace FU24-954
Skydive Queenstown Limited
Queenstown
Aeroplane
EZK
Cessna 172M
Plane Sense Limited
Masterton
Aeroplane
FBI
Kavanagh E-180
Mr D J Barrow
Auckland
Balloon
FEQ Ultralight Mirage Mk.II
Mr P R M Wilson
Auckland
Microlight Class 1
FLF
Cessna A152
Massey University Aviation School Palmerston North
Aeroplane
FLH
Cessna A152
RNZAF Akl Aviation Sports Club
Waitakere
Aeroplane
FST
Quad City Challenger II
Pest Aid
Tauranga
Microlight Class 2
FSY
Micro Aviation B22 Bantam
Mr D F Mohi
Waipawa
Microlight Class 2
FVP
Piper PA-23-250
Sunair Aviation Ltd
Mount Maunganui Aeroplane
FWN Micro Aviation B22 Bantam
Mr T E Pinny
Ohaupo
Microlight Class 2
GBW Schleicher Rhonlerche II
M Hursthouse / R Sharland
Nelson
Glider
GDR Schempp-Hirth Ventus-2b
Mr T R Newfield
Christchurch
Glider
GDT Schleicher K 7 Rhonadler
Upper Valley Gliding Club (Inc)
Lower Hutt
Glider
GFX Schleicher AS-K 13
Mr L H Stephens
Papakura
Glider
GVB Bryan HP-18
Ms V F Bryner
Alexandra
Amateur Built Glider
GYL
Schempp-Hirth Duo Discus
Piako Duo Syndicate
Hamilton
Glider
GZZ Schleicher ASH 25 E
Mr T R Newfield
Christchurch
Power Glider
HCD Hughes 369E
Wairarapa Helicopters Ltd
Masterton
Helicopter
HDP Schweizer 269C
Longslip Station Ltd
Omarama
Helicopter
HDQ Aerospatiale AS 350BA
The Helicopter Line Ltd
Queenstown
Helicopter
HFJ
McDonnell Douglas 500N
Mountain Helicopters Fox Glacier Fox Glacier
Helicopter
HGL Robinson R44
Precision Helicopters Ltd
Upper Urenui
Helicopter
HGO Aerospatiale AS 350BA
Central South Island Helicopters Ltd Oamaru
Helicopter
HGS Hughes 369HS
Heavy Jet Limited
Howick
Helicopter
HGU Robinson R44 II
The Alpine Group Ltd
Wanaka
Helicopter
HHI
Robinson R44
Franz Josef Alpine Lodge Ltd
Franz Josef Glacier Helicopter
HKU Aerospatiale AS 350BA
Fine Particle Application Limited
Inglewood
Helicopter
HLL
Robinson R44 II
Heliops Southland Ltd
Otautau
Helicopter
HMM Aerospatiale AS 350B2
The Helicopter Line Ltd
Queenstown
Helicopter
HMX Schweizer 269C
Lost Coast Properties Limited
Whataroa
Helicopter
HPC Robinson R44 II
Mr A M Gunton
Waikaia
Helicopter
HPK
Bell 206B
Wairarapa Helicopters Ltd
Masterton
Helicopter
HRR
Robinson R44 II
Helicopter Corporation Ltd
Hamilton
Helicopter
HRT
Robinson R22 Beta
Mr D T Collins
Taupo
Helicopter
HSR
Hughes 369D
Way to Go Heliservices Limited
Rangiora
Helicopter
HTK
Bell 206L-1
Deep South Helicopters Ltd
Gore
Helicopter
HTY
Robinson R44 II
Bay Heliwork Ltd
Hastings
Helicopter
HVQ Robinson R44
Way to Go Heliservices Limited
Rangiora
Helicopter
HVX Robinson R44 II
Reid Helicopters Nelson Limited
Wakefield
Helicopter
HWA Robinson R22 Beta
Broadlands Holdings Limited
Taupo
Helicopter
HWD Hughes 369HS
Mountain View Helicopters Ltd
Christchurch
Helicopter
HXA Robinson R44
Heliops Southland Ltd
Otautau
Helicopter
HXC Robinson R44
Heliops Southland Ltd
Otautau
Helicopter
HXL
Robinson R22 Beta
Heli-Hire Limited
Rotorua
Helicopter
HXS Hughes 269C
Wairarapa Helicopters Ltd
Masterton
Helicopter
HXV Hughes 269C
Shoreline Helicopters Limited
Napier
Helicopter
HZF
Schweizer 269C
Chittick Air Limited
Napier
Helicopter

F O R A L L F I X E D W I N G A N D ROTA RY
M A I N T E NA N C E , R E PA I R A N D
AV I O N I C S R E Q U I R E M E N T S ,
C O N TAC T H A W K E R PAC I F I C
AT A R D M O R E O N 0 9 2 9 5 0 6 6 5

NEW AIRCRAFT | USED AIRCRAFT | ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
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Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Peter McCarty on 09 295 0665,  email: peter.mccarty@hawkerpacific.com

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK Register Review
relatively easy to construct. So construction
started in his single car shed about four
years ago after he imported a kit which
contained all the materials required for
the airframe and coverings and plans. The
engine is a Valley Engineering ‘Big Twin’.
This is 990cc V twin four stroke (40hp) that
was supplied as a package with a PSRU and
Culver propeller. Although heavier than a
two stroke of similar power, it does sound
more in keeping for an aircraft of this type.
The completed aircraft weighs about 350 lb
empty and as such is a Class 1 microlight.
The aircraft is now complete and
nearer to Christmas time Frank will be
transporting it down to Te Kowhai airfield
for its first flight.

ZK-MVA ATR 72-212A

AIR New Zealand’s first new-generation
ATR 72-600 aircraft has been handed over
in Toulouse, France recently, decked out in
airline’s famous ‘all black’ livery.
The aircraft is the first of its kind for
Air New Zealand which has a total of
seven on order with options to purchase a
further five for a total list price of US$270
million. The ATR 72-600 order potentially
doubles the size of Air New Zealand’s ATR
fleet and is expected to put two million
additional regional seats into the market.
The first ATR 72-600 aircraft will
enter Air New Zealand subsidiary Mount
Cook’s fleet in mid-November. Mount
Cook General Manager Sarah Williamson
says the new ATRs will allow the airline
to further expand its domestic operations
with increased frequency, extra capacity
and to service new ports. This first aircraft
will service Nelson and New Plymouth in
addition to the ports where the ATR 72500 currently flies.

...continued from previous page
IAG
Schweizer 269C
Heli A1 Limited
ICV
Bell 206L
Helinorth Limited
IFU
Robinson R22 Beta
Heliops Southland Ltd
IGG Robinson R22 Beta
Heliops Southland Ltd
IJW
McDonnell Douglas 500N
Reid Helicopters Nelson Limited
IKL
Hughes 369D
Gisborne Helicopters Limited
INN Eurocopter EC 120 B
Helimoore Limited
IPT
Kawasaki BK117 B-2
Skyline Aviation Limited
IRG
Robinson R22 Beta
Heliflite Charter & Training Limited
IRW Robinson R44 II
Wood Contracting Nelson Limited
ITZ
Robinson R44 II
Precision Helicopters Ltd
IZU
Robinson R44 II
Ecodrilling Limited
JAG
Pitts S-2A
M V Burkhart Ltd
JAR
Micro Aviation B22 Bantam
Mr J R Douglas
JBU
Cessna 152
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
JCL
Cessna 172RG
Mr P R Bennett
JDO Airborne Windsports Edge 582 Mr K A Ellett
JGY
Ultravia Pelican Club VS
Mr C Mitchell-Anyon
JIC
Cessna 152
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
JLE
Rans S-6ES Coyote II
Mr D J Scobie
JQI
Maule M-5-235C
Mrs P M Hally “The Factory”
JRT
Zenair CH701 STOL
Mr G A Heslip
JTC
Piper PA-38-112
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
JVC
Piper PA-38-112
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
KNZ Denney Kitfox III
Mr P M Godfrey
LBW Colomban Cri Cri MC-15
Mr R J Ward
LGE
Cessna 172P
Avcraft Engineering New Zealand
LJA
Maule M-5-235C
Mike Earl Earthmoving Ltd
LMG Impulse Aircraft Impulse 100 TD Mr J G P White
MAD Quad City Challenger II
Mr M C Ralfe
MER Thruster Aircraft Thruster
Mr J W Searle
MGM Corby CJ 1 Starlet U/L
Mr R J Bannister
MJF
Piper PA-31
Taranaki Air Ambulance Trust
MZM AutoGyro Europe Calidus Fern
Gyrate NZ Limited
NEI
Cessna 152
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
NUT Akrotech G202
The Great Stunt Company
PAJ
Tecnam P2002 Sierra
Manawatu Districts Aero Club
PDZ
NZ Aerospace FU24-950
Skydive Queenstown Limited
POG Europa Aviation Europa Tri Gear Mr J C Martin
PTN
DHC-1 Chipmunk Mk 21
RNZAF Ohakea Av’n Sports Club
RED
Rans S-12 Airaile
Mr A D Mehlhopt
RNS Rans S-6ES Coyote II
Drumblade Farm Limited
RNX Cessna 172N
Wakatipu Aero Club (Inc.)
STX
Pitts S-2B
Southern Lakes Learn To Fly Limited
TAF
North American F-51D
Strikemaster Limited
TDS
Maule MX-7-180B
Canterbury Aviation Limited
THA Tecnam P92 Echo Super
Hawkes Bay East Coast Aero Club
TKR
Micro Aviation B22 Bantam
Barrott & Sanders Syndicate
TKR
Micro Aviation B22 Bantam
Mr N W Izard
TNT
Corby CJ 1 Starlet U/L
DCM & DJW Corby Syndicate
TVI
North American Harvard 2A*
Warbird Adventure Rides Ltd
TWR Piper PA-38-112
RNZAF Akl Aviation Sports Club
TZD
Robin R2160
R B & J F Pearce
VRV
Vans RV-6
Mr P L Merwood
WAR North American Harvard 3*
Mr C E Rodgers
WAR North American Harvard 3*
Strikemaster Limited
WDQ Supermarine Spitfire Mk IX
Warbird Adventure Rides Ltd
ZGR Cessna 152
Wakatipu Aero Club (Inc.)
DEPARTURES - August/September/October 2012
BRA
Auster J5F
Mr D L Devine
BXH Fokker F27 Mk 100
Air New Zealand Ltd
CBN Druine Turbulent Ultra Light
Williams/Thompson/Knox Syn
CFV
Mooney M20E
Mr B P Lockie
CTA
NZ Aerospace CT/4A Airtrainer Airlift Trading Ltd
DEW Cessna 207
Milford Sound Flights Limited
DHP Beech B200
Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd
GIE
Rolladen Schneider LS6-c
Mr I G Evans
HAU Bell 214B-1
McDermott Supply Company
HAV MBB BO 105 CBS
Oceania Aviation Limited
HNK Aerospatiale AS 350B2
HNZ New Zealand Limited
HOU Kawasaki BK117 B-2
Helilink Limited
HTC Bell 206B
Wayport Pty Limited
IFK
Eurocopter AS 350 B3
Kershaw Aviation Group Ltd
IIJ
Agusta-Bell AB 212
Oceania Aviation Limited
IRS
Eurocopter EC 130 B4
Helicopter Trustee Limited
ISR
Agusta AW119 MKII
Heli Solutions Limited
KBN Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
KBU Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
KHP
Beech B200
Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd
LDZ
Cessna A188B
Mr N W Keane
MHP Beech B200
Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd
PHP
Beech B200
Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd
PND Rutan Varieze
Mrs P M Kilbourne
STT
Tecnam P2004 Bravo
Total Entertainments Consultants
TZY
Tecnam P2006T
Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd
VAA Saab Aircraft AB SAAB 340B
Vincent Aviation Ltd
XLE
Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Kiwi Air Limited

Otorohanga
Whangarei
Otautau
Otautau
Wakefield
Gisborne
Reefton
Napier
Papakura
Brightwater
Upper Urenui
Upper Moutere
Masterton
Lumsden
Paraparaumu
Timaru
Tauranga
Wanganui
Paraparaumu
Wyndham
Rangiora
Fairlie
Paraparaumu
Paraparaumu
Kaiapoi
Christchurch
Feilding
Waikari
Takapau
Hokitika
Mount Maunganui
Woodend
New Plymouth
Mount Maunganui
Paraparaumu
Papakura
Palmerston North
Queenstown
Mount Maunganui
Palmerston North
Timaru
Ashburton
Queenstown
Cromwell
Auckland
Christchurch
Hastings
Hamilton
Te Awamutu
Auckland
Drury
Waitakere
Albany
Porirua
Auckland
Auckland
Drury
Queenstown

Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 1
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 1
Microlight Class 1
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Amat Built Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Amat Built Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 1
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Amat Built Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane

Te Karaka
Auckland
Waitakere
Albany
North Shore City
Queenstown
Papakura
Nelson
Australia
Papakura
Nelson
Auckland
Australia
Queenstown
Papakura
Auckland
Tauranga
Hamilton
Hamilton
Papakura
Australia
Papakura
Papakura
Waihi Beach
North Shore City
Taupo
Wellington
Gisborne

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight C1
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Glider
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
A/b Aeroplane
Microlight C2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane

Dest
W/d
W/d
W/d
Exp
Exp
W/d
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
W/d
Exp
W/d
W/d
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp

ZK-FEB FE2b-1, ZK-PPD Sopwith Pup, ZK-RES RE.8 and ZK-TVE D.Va Albatros
FOUR new aircraft have been registered
for The Vintage Aviator Ltd. of Masterton
and all were seen at the recent Vintage
Aviator Remembrance Day Airshow.
Completed over the winter months were
the TVA D.Va Albatros ZK-TVE, marked
up in the colours of the Royal Prussian
Jasta 5 fighter ace Fritz Rumey, TVA RE.8
50
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ZK-RES, marked up as A4267 which is
their second RE.8, a TVA Sopwith Pup
ZK-PPD, marked up as B2162 which is also
their second Pup, and also another second,
a TVA FE.2b ZK-FEB, marked up as a
night bomber serialled A5650 and named
Jess, featuring under-wing bombs plus a
larger bomb between the wheels. For The
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

Vintage Aviator Limited whose primary
aim is to build WW1 aircraft, engines and
propellers to the same specifications they
were originally made over 90 years ago, this
is a remarkable achievement. See
Photos of these aircraft at the TVAL
Masterton Airshow appear earlier in this
issue of KiwiFlyer.
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Advertising
Index page
								
www.liviuavionics.com

NZ CAA MO-70230 Part 145
SUP-70230 Part 19F
Service on call for all:
l Overhaul, Repair of Instruments, Radios
l Avionics inspections, Installations
l Work at your site or ours

Call Liviu on 021 048 7055 or (09) 268 1199
Email: liviu.filimon@liviuavionics.com

Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class.
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.
Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz www.cabri.co.nz
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Advertise to thousands of Kiwi Flyers right here!
For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer
is discounted to only $35 including GST for 50 words
and a colour photograph.
Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi
Flyer Limited to Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura,
Auckland 2244.
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards
or bank transfer payments are welcome but can only be
accepted by internet payment.
Please contact us for details by email or phone 0800
KFLYER (0800 535 937).
The next Classified deadline is 14th Jan.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details.

If you have a Place to Go that you would like to see featured in KiwiFlyer then email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz or phone 0800 535 937.
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NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

1994 Robinson R44 Astro

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT
1998 R22 BETA II 1980 Hrs TTSN,
190 Hrs since overhaul, always hangared
NZ$230,000+GST
3 Delivered
5 Sold - Limited slots available from mid 2012
New Robinson R22 Beta II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

Piper Archer II PA28-181

Piper Warrior II PA28-161

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

ZK-IWT, 12 Year O/H August 2006, New M/R blades
March 2009, Time Remaining Helicopter 1694.20hrs,
Time Remaining Engine 1494.20hrs, $250,000 +GST
Contact Alex Rodger on 021 372740
or email: newport29@xtra.co.nz

DEMONSTRATOR 2010 MD500E

Four Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin Avionics
Package, Fargo Aux Fuel Tank, Extended
Landing Gear, Tinted Windows, Rapid Door
Removal Hinges. POA.

1994 R44 ASTRO 1712 Hrs TTSN,
506 Hrs since 12 year overhaul
NZ$250,000+GST
2012 R44 Raven II New aircraft ready for
immediate delivery. Observation windows,
high skids, corrosion protection, tan leather
seats 			
$POA
2013 R66 Turbine Be quick to select
your specification 		
$POA

Wanaka Hangars
for Lease

2006 Schweizer 300CBi 900 Hrs TTSN,
Immaculate aircraft with helipod spray
system. Only 300 Hrs ag work
$POA

WANAKA AIRPORT COMPANY
Various sizes 458 - 2430 sqm.

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT
1976, ZK-UFS, TT 8959 hours since new. Engine 1650
hours TBO. Prop 1200 hours TBO. Bendix-King IFR
avionic package with dual nav/coms. Maintained to Air
Transport standard. Excellent records. Exterior; white
and blue with gold stripes. Interior; grey and blue.
Contact Richard Small at Waikato Aero Club,
07 843 5655 or email: richard.small@flywaikato.co.nz

Suit various Aviation Businesses including
Flying Schools, Engineering,
Tourism, Aviation Sales.
1977, ZK-WWW, TT 3620hrs
20hrs on 4 new Lycoming cylinders, 20hrs since prop
overhaul, new paint, no corrosion, dual digital comms,
Apollo VFR GPS, VOR with glideslope.
Call 021-105-5019 or walkergerry@yahoo.com

Contact Chris Marsden
Phone: (03) 443 2091 or 0210 279 3197
Email: cjmarsden1@me.com

www.skysales.co.nz

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE

Call now for information on this exceptional
aircraft. 5 Place, Large Baggage Locker,
RR300 Turbine. An impressive performer!
CONTACT SKYSALES
P: 0800 ROBINSON E: info@skysales.co.nz Chris Barry: 021 844 490 Alex Rodger: 021 372 740

1977 CESSNA U206G 7700 Hrs TTSN, Engine 240
TSO, Prop 380 TSO, ex Ardmore. NZ$195,000+GST

FISHER R80 TIGER MOTH
Home Built Fibreglass Aircraft
For Sale in flying order (uncertified)
or as parts.
Items for sale:
1. Complete Aircraft
2. Lycoming IO-360 with
McCauley CP Prop and Governor
3. Bendix King Radio and Transponder
4. 406MhZ Emergency Beacon
5. Full set of instruments
A really lovely aeroplane with all the magic of a classic
biplane. The result of 2500 hours work by a passionate
builder. Rotax 912S reliability and a delight to fly. Dual
controls, 70 knot cruise. 240 hours TT. Registered
Class 2 microlight. $90,000. Located Rangiora.
Ph: (03) 313 8592 Email: hypo.10@hotmail.com

ROBINSON, MD, BELL, EUROCOPTER,
SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

Complete with Offices, Staff facilities,
Storage and Concrete Apron.

Plus more...
Located Ashburton.
Make an offer! Phone 021 033 9844

2003 CESSNA T182T 1100 Hrs TTSN, Analogue
with KAP140 Auto Pilot, ex NZ.
$POA
2004 CESSNA 182T 1200 Hrs TTSN, G1000,
KAP140 Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore US$269,900+GST
2005 CESSNA 182T 1672 Hrs TTSN, G1000,
KAP140, ex Ardmore.
US$269,900+GST
2008 CESSNA T206H 720 Hrs TTSN, G1000,
GFC-700 Auto Pilot, ex Ardmore. US$495,900+GST
2013 CESSNA J182T Register your expression of
interest in the new diesel engine powered Cessna
Skylane. 155kt cruise and max endurance of 12.3 Hrs.
2006 SCHWEIZER 300 CBi 900 Hrs TTSN, Aux Fuel
$POA
Tank, Cargo Hook, Load Cell, Bear Paws…

1981 Cessna Citation I SP ZK-NDT 4672 Hrs SN. Original factory engines 1188 hrs since
P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records. Cescom.
Multiple interior configs. Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft and operate to/from small airports. Fresh major
inspections. Hangarage, Crew & Management available! US$595,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk II ZK-KAS Tidy example just traded.
8820 Hrs Since New. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 2000 Hr TBO. 1112 Hours Since
Factory Overhaul 2008. 2 Cessna NAV-COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, VOR/ILS.
Fresh 100 hour inspection and ARA March 2012. Asking: $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

CESSNA, PIPER, BEECH, FIXED OR ROTARY
WING, SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT
YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.flightline.co.nz

Excellent condition Cessna 150H

Firefly Aerial Fire Lighters

ATTENTION R44 OWNERS
Sapphire Premium Overhauled Engines for sale.
Exchange O-540-F1B5 (RT) from $45,995+GST,
Exchange IO-540-AE1A5 from $49,995+GST. For
more information visit www.flightline.co.nz or phone
Tony van Tiel on 021 637 606 or
Alan Hockey on 03 486 2754.
Asking $40,000 no GST. TT 6223 with a Rolls Royce
0-200A with 1600+ hours to run. Prop 1578 to run.
Mint hour builder nothing left to do but fly. New paint,
no corrosion, always hangered. Call Mitch Carlson on
0272419342 or skipromitch@hotmail.com
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Used reconditioned Firefly aerial firelighter units
for sale. Three units available priced from
$5,000 to $9,000 +GST Contact John Hobday
Rotor and Wing Maintenance Ltd.
Phone 07 3788688
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CONTACT FLIGHTLINE
E: info@flightline.co.nz
Chris Barry: 021 844 490
E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

P: 0800 CESSNA

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

1974 Piper PA28-180 Archer ZK-DOS 8917 Hours
Since New as at March 2012. Lycoming IO-360.A4M.
180 HP. 3606 Hours SN. 1413 Hours Since Factory
Overhaul. Dual VHF, VOR, Transponder, ELT.
Wingleveler Autopilot. $69,900 incl. of GST (if any).

1969 Piper PA32-260 Cherokee Six-B ZK-ENZ 15504
Hours SN. Lycoming O-540 1998 since factory new in 1982. Calendar
time to Jan 2021. Prop 756 since o/h. Garmin GNC-250 COM/GPS &
Transponder. King KX-170 and KY-195B VHF COMS. 7 Seats. Cargo
door. Fwd & rear baggage. Asking $59,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

1977 Cessna 152
7825 Hours Since New. Lycoming O-235.
Garmin 430 GPS. Dual COM, GPS Transponder.
Always Hangared. 3 Owners since new.
Asking: $45,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna T210-N Turbo Centurion II. ZK-ETI
4951 Hours SN. Superb 6 seat high performance transport. Great Garmin
and King IFR Avionics. EFIS HSI. Tip tanks. 388 hours to 1600 Hour TBO.
Hangared at Ardmore Airport. Asking $199,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1998 EAGLE 150B ZK-EGL 430 Hours SN.
GPS / COM, Transponder, Intercom. Standard Eagle
Factory Equipment Full Gyro Instruments. 120 kt cruise at
23 lph. Factory demonstrator. $75,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

2000 Eagle 150B ZK-PNM 205
Hours SN. Bendix-King avionics with GPS
/ Moving map. Special Price $79,900
+GST if sold in NZ. Inspect at Ardmore!

Contact Dennis: P. 09 298 6249 | M. 0294 923 160 | E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura.
www.DtiAircraftSales.com
International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 44 years.                 Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

KiwiFlyer Classifieds reach many thousands of Kiwi Flyers. Don’t miss the chance to sell your aircraft in our next issue.

1980 Cessna 404 Titan
ZK-NDY US$499,900 +GST.
Classic Tiger Moth
ZK-CYC NZ$139,900 no GST.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
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Places to Go
contributed by Ruth Presland

Places to Go: Taupo
A RECENT trip to Taupo for a holiday
really opened my eyes to the hospitality
of the North Island. We planned to take
a vehicle plus a plane, to make sure we
would have ample opportunity to sight-see
while we were there. Flying in was straight
forward, and after lunch at Raglan, the
boys arrived. Local frequency is unattended
118.40 with AWIB on 125.20. Do not join
overhead as there is a fairly busy drop zone
adjacent to the airport. Air Zealand has
daily flights into Taupo as well, so there is
a small terminal with a little café there for
hungry pilots.
We drove into town and I was reminded
of my home area and also the Bay of
Islands. The town centre is geared for
shoppers and the whole area is really a big
tourist playground. Once settled into our
accommodation, for which there is ample
(mostly right by the lake), it was time to
browse the brochures. With so much to
do in only a few days we worked out our
itinerary for the week as each person in
our team had specific sights they wished to
visit. One day was allocated for the boys
to do a fly around of the region while the
girls did the shops. Both activities took
up almost the whole day. The fly around
included overhead the Huka Falls, a landing
for lunch at Opotoki and of course the
famous flight over Mount Tarawera.
Although I have flown over it before it
really is the most spectacular sight. Note to
pilots, keep a look out for the now closed
airstrip on the top, near the eastern end. I
bet those pilots who landed there could tell
some stories!
On the shopping side there are great
boutique shops such as the Kitchen Shop
which is just down the road from Hunting
and Fishing. We spent a lot of time in both
these shops, partly because we were going
fishing on the lake but mostly because there
was so much to see inside them. Another
shop I liked was called The Merchant
(www.themerchant.co.nz). If you like the
unusual such as black pudding, kumara
crisps or boutique beer then this is for you.
Attractions are many and a great wet
weather one is the glass blowing studio
(www.lavaglass.co.nz). For a tiny fee you
can watch the glass blowing in action.
Our group sat fascinated as they formed
a bowl out of a blob of white hot glass
that used to be sand. The Huka Falls are
a must and do take the short walk down
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Float Planes ready for scenic flights on the lake edge.

Huka Falls from the air.

Lake Taupo looking towards Mt. Ruapehu.

Mt. Ngauruhoe on a superb Spring flying day.

to see the mighty Waikato river tumble
down the falls themselves. We would have
liked to try the Huka Falls River cruise
which is a purpose built boat that takes a
leisurely and informative tour right up to
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 25

the base of the falls. Good idea for a rainy
day as well, because you are inside with
hot drinks and biscuits while watching the
scenery and learning all about the extensive
wild life of the area (www.hukafallscruise.
co.nz). It starts from the Aratiatia Rapids
area, which is where a dam opens up to let
the water cascade down the river. A few
times each day, spill gates from the dam are
opened at the top of the Aratiatia rapids
and the narrow gorge fills with turbulent
water surging past at up to 90,000 litres per
second. Then, as the gates are closed about
thirty minutes later, the turbulence recedes
to a placid stream. There is a good walking
track in the area as well. On the way back
you can visit the mud pools and steam,
go for a helicopter ride and many other
activities. We dropped into the Huka Honey
Hive which sold delicious honey mead
which is worth a taste.
Then it was out onto the lake with
fishing licenses in hand. Lake Taupo is full
of fish, thanks to the hatchery just past
Turangi. This is another fantastic rainy day
visit with the highlight being feeding the
fish in the Tongariro River. If down that
way, another must do is a visit the Grand
Chateau Hotel. It is really stunning, just
down from the Whakapapa Ski field.
Whenever we heard the float plane
start up, it was all people to the balcony
to watch it take off. Our group of 6 had 5
pilots, so we soon ended up down at the
jetty, enthusiastically talking flying with the
float plane pilot (www.tauposfloatplane.
co.nz). They also offer float plane ratings so
add that to your bucket list for your Taupo
holiday.
Lastly if you have had enough of
flying for the day, then a visit to Scenic
Cellars is another must (www.sceniccellars.
co.nz). I remember going 20 years ago and
purchasing the first bottle for my wine
cellar. A trip down memory lane revealed
they still have an amazing cellar themselves
and also reasonably priced unique bottles
to purchase to start your own. We sat down
to a wine tasting of reds from all over the
world and some delightful nibbles. The
business is family run and being served
by the owners makes this experience well
worthwhile.
Our trip ended all too soon, so planning
is in place for the next one. What we all
took from our stay was the friendliness of
the locals and the wonderful array of things
to do for all ages and interests, whether
aviation minded or not. Add Taupo to your
places to visit today.
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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