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Wings Over Wairarapa 2013

THE BIENNIAL Wings over Wairarapa Airshow was extremely 
successful this year. Held at Hood Aerodrome in Masterton, from 
18th to 20th of  January, the theme for this event was ‘Honouring 
the past, celebrating the future’. 

Over 25,000 people attended during the weekend to witness 
some very rare sights. Among the highlights of  the show was the 
last ever display of  the magnificent de Havilland Mosquito in New 
Zealand, and an unforgettable formation fly-past of  the Mosquito 
in the company of  two Kittyhawks, two Spitfires, a Mustang and a 
Corsair. 

Six of  New Zealand’s civilian classic jet population performed a 
first ever formation loop and we also enjoyed the welcome return 
of  a Venom to NZ skies. The amount of  aircraft manufactured by 
the famous de Havilland Aircraft Company that were in air at this 
event was staggering... Alongside the Mosquito were Gypsy Moths, 
Tiger Moths, Fox Moths and Dragons, as well as the Vampire and 
Venom jets. The RNZAF were also out in force, however the Red 
Checkers were unable to perform on this occasion.

The weather was mostly excellent, although strong winds 
required event organisers to shuffle around some displays on the 
Saturday and Sunday morning.

A late twilight display on the Friday night offered a beautiful 
light in which to view the aircraft, an excellent idea being picked up 
by more airshows. 

Whilst aviation enthusiasts here in New Zealand are well spoilt 
by the eclectic array of  flyable warbirds and classic aircraft that 
form our unique airshow scene, there were so many rare and 
vintage aircraft at Hood aerodrome this weekend that many were 
heard to declare this eighth Wings Over Wairarapa Airshow to be 
the best yet.

Chris Gee attended Wings Over Wairarapa on behalf  of  KiwiFlyer this year and has assembled this report for readers who were unable to get there themselves. 
It was obviously a great few days of  aviation. The photos are also by Chris unless otherwise marked. Visit his website at www.stereoimage.co.nz to see more.

contributed by Chris Gee

Yak 52s  (above and right)
There are many Yak-52’s in New Zealand, and there were no less than eight performing 
together at WOW 2013. They flew an incredibly tight formation aerobatics display; 
something this civilian team should feel very proud of. The final break towards the 
audience was nothing less than spectacular. They also performed an ‘Air Race’ around the 
airfield, bringing just a little bit of ‘Reno’ to the Wairarapa this weekend.

The Jets
No less than six classic jets flew in formation together at Wings Over 
Wairarapa 2013, and in what must have been a world first, performed 
a loop together above the audience. The formation included three Aero 
Vodochody L39s, two de Havilland Vampires and a BAE Strikemaster. 
The de Havilland Venom was also present, performing in other formations 
and also in an excellent solo display. (Images top: L-39 Albatros, centre: 
Strikemaster, bottom: Vampire and Venom.)

Harvards  (below)
Led by Frank Parker, the Roaring Forties Harvard Display Team can always be relied upon 
for a crowd pleasing display of formation and solo routines. The Ardmore based team is a 
standard fixture at almost every major event on NZ’s airshow calendar.
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WWII Fighters: Any airshow worth its salt in New Zealand will have WWII fighters performing, and 
Wings Over Wairarapa really outdid itself in this regard. As well as two Spitfires, Brendan Deere’s Mk 
IX.c and Doug Brooker’s TR9, there were the two P40 Kittyhawks, the P51D Mustang and the FG-1D 
Corsair. Keith Skilling’s display in the FG-1D Corsair is for many their favourite part of any New Zealand 
airshow, and here the Corsair flew in formation with the P40 Kittyhawk in a tribute to the pilots of the 
Pacific theatre of WWII. All these classic fighters flew displays during the airshow and drew much 
attention on the static display line. (Left to right above; Spitfires, Kittyhawk, Corsair, Mosquito, Mustang)

de Havilland Mosquito KA114
The star of this year’s Wings over Wairarapa 
airshow was the superbly restored De Havilland 
Mosquito, the only example flying in the world. 
This was also the final opportunity to see this 
machine in the air here in New Zealand. A few 
days after leaving the event the aircraft was due 
to be stripped down and disassembled ready for 
shipping to its owner, Jerry Yagen, in the USA. 
There are however another two, at least, being 
built by the team at Avspecs, one of which is 
destined to remain here in New Zealand.

‘Ahh de Havilland’:  The famous de Havilland Aircraft Company was well represented at the 
airshow, with a plethora of de Havilland aircraft displaying and flying together in formation. These are 
sights that are unavailable anywhere else in the world, and help to make New Zealand a premium 
destination for vintage aviation enthusiasts worldwide. The Tiger Moth, Gypsy Moth, Fox Moth, Dragon, 
Mosquito, Vampire’s and the Venom were all in attendance, providing the opportunity for some unique 
formations to take place. (Above: THe Mosquito leads a formation of two Vampires and the Venom).

WWII Formation: The greatest moment of the airshow was the final formation fly-past of the Mosquito, flanked by two Spitfires, two Kittyhawks, the Mustang 
and the Corsair. The sound as this majestic formation arced overhead was unforgettable, and is an experience that will not be replicated anywhere in world. 
There was also a ‘Merlin-only’ formation of Mosquito, two Spitfires and the Mustang. A very rare opportunity to hear five Merlin engines at once. 

WWII

P40 Kittyhawk: Those familiar with NZ warbirds will have noticed the shark’s teeth now adorning 
Frank Parker and Liz Needham’s Kittyhawk which is based at Ardmore. The new nose artwork is 
intended to help attract paying passengers, Frank and Liz having recently attained Part 115 certification 
for their company, Warbird Adventure Rides. See www.warbird.co.nz for more information.

Avro Anson:  The story behind the restoration 
of the world’s only flyable Avro Anson by Bill 
and Robyn Reid is just as amazing as that of the 
Mosquito. Sean Perrett flew this beautiful and 
gracious aircraft in a surprisingly lively display 
at the airshow, showing off every aspect of this 
vintage plane to an admiring public.

CAA Part 115 certified

LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD

WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
IS PLEASED TO OFFER FLIGHTS IN

HARVARD  l  P-40 KITTYHAWK  l  SPITFIRE

WWW.WARBIRD.CO.NZ

GIFT

VOUCHERS

AVAILABLE

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura 2244

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes free access to the Visitor Centre and weekly email ‘Ops Orders’ 
newsletter. Associate Membership $90. Full Membership $145.
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GEAR FOR AVIATORS:  Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

Located at Classic Flyers, 9 Jean Batten Drive, Tauranga Airport. 
P: 07 572 4000  E: info@nzpilotshop.co.nz   www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Ask for a quote today. Free postage on all orders over $179.

Bose  l
ICOM  l
Zaon  l
  ASA  l

Kannad  l
 Jeppesen  l
 Flightcom  l

    BeyerDynamic  l
  David Clark  l

Aircraft Spruce  l
Lightspeed  l

    Spidertracks  l
    Aviation Gifts  l
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Images of a six jet formation display at Wings Over Wairarapa 2013 by photographers Gavin Conroy, Chris Gee and Steve Engle.
Pilots: Lead (blue L-39) John Lanham, #2 (green L-39) Peter Vause, #3 (blue camo L-39) Frank Parker, #6 (Strikemaster) Dave Brown, #4 (silver Vampire) Brett Emeny, #5 (grey Vampire) Paul Hughan. KiwiFlyer   
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Kaman SH-2G Seasprite (left)
The RNZ Navy’s workhorse helicopter, the SH-2G 
Seasprite gave an excellent display. This highly 
modernised 1950s design is deployed on the 
ANZAC Frigates and the HMNZS Canterbury.

Boeing B757-200
The RNZAF’s highly modified Boeing B757-200 is always a great crowd 
pleaser, performing close manoeuvres unexpected of an airliner.

Lockheed P-3K Orion
A design dating from the 1950s, the P-3 Orion is considered to be the 
world’s leading maritime patrol aircraft. The RNZAF’s final ‘legacy’ 
Orion was the display aircraft, having not yet undergone the extensive 
modernisation the rest of the fleet have, bringing them up to P-3K2 standard.

Lockheed C-130H (LEP) Hercules
The mighty C-130 Hercules always makes an impression when it lands, 
reversing into its position in the NZDF’s static display area. This was a 
modernised LEP version, with a glass cockpit and advanced avionics.

NHI NH90 (above and left)
The new NHI NH90 is the RNZAF’s highly capable replacement for the venerable UH-1H Iroquois. It 
proved very popular in the static display, being constantly surrounded by a crowd, and made quite an 
impact when it arrived on the Saturday morning.

RNZAF on display

AgustaWestland A109LUH (above & right)
Now the primary rotary wing trainer for the Air 
Force, the A109LUH will also perform many light 
operational roles. 

UH-1H Iroquois
The Iroquois still has a few years of operation with 
the RNZAF before it is replaced by the NH90, 
and the classic ‘whop-whop-whop’ will be sorely 
missed when it goes. It performed all its usual 
tricks at the airshow, including ‘running landings’ 
and spiral tactical manoeuvres. 

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the New Zealand aviation industry and community written by enthusiasts, 
for enthusiasts. Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues. 
Visit our website for secure credit card payment, or post a cheque to: 
Kiwi Flyer Ltd., PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. Thanks !
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer today for just $25 and don’t miss out on another issue !

Gavin Conroy
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Finale Battle
The finale simulated battle and air attack on 
the airfield has become a standard at many 

airshows in New Zealand, but the organisers of 
Wings Over Wairarapa really pulled this one 

out of the hat. Along with the re-enactors on the 
ground battling it out there were pyrotechnics 

simulating flak and no less than six WWII 
fighters chasing five ‘enemy’ Harvards around 

the airfield, a very memorable sight.

WWI Battle  (left)
Although high winds curtailed a display by many 
of the WW1 aircraft that were in attendance, 
there was still the opportunity for the Nieuport XI, 
Sopwith Triplane and Pfalz D.III to get airborne 
for a good brawl on the Saturday. 

RC Aircraft
The sudden take off of a F4 Phantom in the 
morning surprised and confused many who 
were early enough to see it. The ‘pilot’ showed 
great skill when his model ‘flamed out’ and he 
performed a graceful emergency landing on 
the other side of the airfield. The damage was 
repaired quickly and it flew again the next day. 
The RC Aircraft static displays drew a big crowd 
and hopefully a new generation of hobbyists 
was inspired to join the scene.

Working Aircraft
It is easy to forget during an airshow that aircraft have a real and vital job to perform within our economy. There were some excellent displays from a Pacific 
Aerospace Cresco and Hughes 369E performing water drops, and an eye-opening display from the highly manoeuvrable Air Tractor (left). The last operational 
agricultural DHC2 Beaver (right) in the world also flew, though I am sure this immaculate aircraft is no longer used to drop fertilizer at low level!

Training for the Expected, Educating for the Unexpected

Your ability to survive an emergency aircraft 
situation comes down to the effectiveness and 
type of training you receive beforehand.

Blue Water Survival Ltd. specialises in emergency 
training including Helicopter Underwater Escape 
Training (HUET); Emergency Breathing Systems 
(EBS) training; Aircraft ditching drills for fixed wing 
operators; Sea survival training for flight crews; and 
Environmental survival training.

We pride ourselves on being a highly professional 
company dedicated to providing realistic training 
programmes in order to save lives. We combine 
research, innovative technology and specifically 
trained and experienced instructors to prepare 
aircraft personnel to manage and survive 
emergency situations.

Our custom-built underwater escape training 
simulator (pictured) is the only one of its kind in 
New Zealand. Complete with flight controls, front 
and rear adjustable seating including stretcher 
options for those involved in Search and Rescue, 
we have the ability to configure our simulator to 
imitate a range of helicopters, making for the most 
realistic training available. 

For more information or to enquire about one of our 
training programmes, please contact Brad Cassidy.

Phone: 027 2583 426 
Email: brad@bluewatersurvival.co.nz 

TRAINING SPECIALISTS        www.bluewatersurvival.co.nz

“Having recently completed Blue Water Survival’s HUET 
course I can thoroughly recommend it. The course was 
conducted in a highly professional manner, with an 
informative ground course in the morning followed by a really 
thorough practical training session in Blue Water’s excellent 
pool facility. The simulator is top class and the configuration 
can be rearranged to match your aircraft. Because the course 
is run efficiently there is ample time to go through plenty of 
different scenarios and situations – we certainly got a lot more 
dunkings than in previous HUET courses. Our entire team of 
pilots, crew, paramedics and flight nurses felt that they had 
gained a lot of knowledge and awareness from the training.” 
Harry Stevenson (Pilot) Westpac Rescue Helicopter, Wellington

“Blue Water Survival conducted a considerable amount 
of consultation with the Helicopter industry (including 
HELiPRO) to ensure they designed a HUET course that 
would meet the industry’s needs. This consultation was evident 
with their first course conducted for HELiPRO pilots and 
crew not only meeting, but exceeding our requirements and 
expectations. All crew gained valuable experience during 
the numerous pool exercises tailored to their roles (some of 
whom have carried out HUET training with other providers). 
HELiPRO will now be using Blue Water Survival as their 
preferred HUET provider.” 
Ned Lee (Ops Manager/Pilot) HELiPRO, Palmerston North

Heavy Duty
Workstations

Suitable for any garage or a
great addition to an aeromotive workshop

Contact Paul Dixon at Dixon Machinery & Dieseltech
Ph: 03 302 8946    A/h: 03 302 8767
Email: paul@dixonmachinery.co.nz

www.dixonmachinery.co.nz 

l  Seven drawers all on roller bearings. 
l  Four lockable cupboard units.
l  Huge storage area.
l  Parts trolley (stores under workbench).
l  2680mm x 1800mm x 540mm deep. 
l  Stands 1900mm tall. 
l  Left or right hand orientation.

All for $3900 plus GST.

If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Paint Stripping  l  Corrosion Removal
Paint Refinishing  l  Interior Refurbishment

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

We use and supply 
Superflite FAA approved 
Aircraft Paint Systems

for fabric, metal 
and composite aircraft.

All to a better than new standard that 
you will be proud of for years to come.

  l  Fabric, Metal and Composite
  l  Fixed Wing and Helicopters
  l  Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

Classic Aircraft Specialists
All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken

Material suppliers for all fabric requirements

Aerobatics  (right)
As well as bringing his unique Spitfire TR9 
to the airshow, Doug Brooker also stunned 
the audience with his aerobatics display in 

the MX2, a very light and manoeuvrable 
aircraft built especially for the task. 
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