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What a great summer for aviation. The dry weather 
has created all sorts of  problems for farmers and 
for water supplies, but it has been rather good for 
flying. As this issue goes to print, the last big airshow 
of  the season will be underway at Omaka. Jill and 
John McCaw are there on behalf  of  KiwiFlyer 
readers and will have plenty of  great images ready 
for our May edition. This next issue will also feature 
a comprehensive guide to the Aviation Industry 
Conference Week being held in Dunedin from 
17th to 21st June. Contact us soon if  you require 
promotional content as this issue has additional 
conference circulation and space always fills up fast.

The NZ International Airshow has been and gone 
amongst plenty of  controversy and criticism. Some 
aspects of  it though were indeed praiseworthy. Chris 
Gee attended for KiwiFlyer and we have a warts and 
all report for readers starting on page 14.

We took a trip to Tauranga one fine day recently 
to visit Tony Unwin at Gyrate and sample the new 
Cavalon Autogyro. This German built aircraft is a 
two seat, side by side, fully enclosed gyro with all the 
creature comforts and technology you would find on 
the most sophisticated light sport aircraft. If  you’ve 
stayed away from gyros for reasons of  perceived 
comfort and cross country capability then check out 
our photos and flight report and book yourself  a trial 
flight with Tony.

There’s some interesting and diverse content in 
this issue, also rotorcraft oriented. Lloyd Heslop 
describes the ‘flying’ excavator he has constructed for 
easy delivery to remote places by helicopter, and we 
interview John Oakes to talk, amongst other things 
about helicopter operations he has undertaken on 
Macquarie Island.

Those of  us who fly just because we like it will enjoy 
reading the Gliding page this month. Jill has titled 
her article ‘In Praise of  Local Flying’, the point being 
that you don’t have to go anywhere to enjoy yourself. 
She’s borrowed a quote from Warren Pitcher; “The 
joy is in the flying. Where you go or what you do 
while you are flying doesn’t matter one little bit.” 
Hear, hear. 

If  you’re attending Conference Week in Dunedin 
then look us up there and say hello. Your feedback, 
comments and contributions are always welcome.

Enjoy your reading and fly safe.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: Marlborough Aero Club’s two “new” 
Cessna 172s, acquired to head up their Strip Flying  

training programme. Gavin Conroy photograph.
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Industry News Briefs
Kannad XS3 battery replacement program

Aviation Safety Supplies Ltd wish to remind 
operators that many of  the XS3 PLBs will need 
their batteries replaced this year. Lloyd is hoping 
that you will book them in gradually so please check 
when yours is due and contact him on 07 543 0075.

Massey aviation students argue case for GPS
Massey aviation students entered the debate over the role of  

GPS in basic flight training recently when they presented a safety 
seminar on the topic to industry in February.

The presentation, titled ‘GPS in the NZ General Aviation 
Environment’, was created by graduates of  the School of  Aviation’s 
Flight Instructor Course as part of  their group study assignment.

School of  Aviation Chief  Executive Ashok Poduval says the 
seminar is topical because the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) is 
currently consulting on the issue of  GPS in flight training.

A recently issued notice of  proposed rule making by the CAA 
proposes that the Private Pilot’s Licence syllabus exclude the use of  
GPS equipment in cross-country navigation training.

Mr Poduval says the CAA is possibly concerned that pilots will 
become over-reliant on GPS and not learn fundamental navigation 
and map reading skills. “At Massey we integrate the use of  GPS 
progressively into the initial training programme. We use scenario-
based training so students are required to deal with scenarios using 
basic navigation methodology, and the GPS is introduced as a 
supplementary aid as they progress through the syllabus.”  

As a part of  their assignment, the students investigated all the 
pros and cons of  using GPS in basic flight training and reviewed 
overseas training syllabi. They concluded that the technology was 
now so pervasive within New Zealand aviation that it would not be 
beneficial to exclude it from the training curriculum.

“In their conclusion to the seminar, the students say: ‘GPS is 
the present and the future’,” Mr Poduval says. “They argue the 
case for pilots to be taught both map reading and GPS skills in an 
integrated way from the initial stages of  flight training, as this would 
enhance flight safety. Yes, basic navigation principles and methods 
are essential, but introducing legislation that excludes GPS training 
from the Private Pilot’s Licence syllabus is not going to be helpful 
with light aircraft increasingly using this technology.” 

Asia Pacific Aerospace selected as Rolls-Royce RR300 AMROC
Asia Pacific Aerospace (APA) Pty Ltd has been selected by Rolls-

Royce to become an Authorised Maintenance Repair and Overhaul 
Center (AMROC) for the support of  the RR 300 engine for the 
Australasia region.  

 “We are delighted to 
have been selected as the 
RR300 AMROC for the 
Australasia region. The 
RR300 AMROC expands 
our current M250 AMROC 
support agreement with 
Rolls-Royce.” said Steve 
Mason, APA Chief  
Executive Officer.

The RR300, with take-off  power and performance of  300shp, 
was unveiled in 2007 and currently is in production for the 
Robinson R66 helicopter. 

As a Rolls-Royce M250 and RR300 AMROC, APA provides 
comprehensive in house maintenance services to support various 
operators across the world. APA is authorised to carry out 
specialised major and critical component repairs, a full range of  
aviation and non-aviation machining, welding and metal spraying 
as well as the repair, testing and overhaul of  the Rolls-Royce M250 
series engine fuel components.   

Based in Pinkenba, adjacent to Brisbane International Airport, 
and operating from very modern and technologically advanced 
facilities, APA provides support to commercial and military 
operators of  the Rolls-Royce M250 and RR300 Series powered 
aircraft, Honeywell LTS101 and the Australian Defence Force 
operated GE T700 and M250 engines. Support facilities are located 
in Singapore and New Zealand (at Ardmore).  

helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss

all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com

HELISPRAY  by  HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS

l 220 litres capacity per pod 
l Light weight - each pod only 
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural 
load per pod l Vented for 
animal carriage l Removable 
drain bung for cleaning l 
Simple 30 second installation 
or removal l Elegant design 
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER  by  HELISPECS
Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N

l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries 
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery 

l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting 
l Initial installation $1800+gst  l Replacement batteries $700+gst

HELISPECS

for AS350 B2, B3, 
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with 
room for foaming l Belly 
tank incorporating simple one 
person installation and removal 
l Forward mounted carbon 
fibre booms l Optional light 
weight carbon fibre tank 
l Single boom isolation option 
l Accurate, pressure operated 
contents gauge in pilot’s 
console l Dump doors open 
and close from pilot’s controls 
for fire fighting and partial 
load dumps l Designed by 
Operators for Operators 
l Competitively priced 
l Buy NZ made

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp 
Honda l Low mass oscillation 
absorbing carbon fibre booms 
l All stainless / carbon fibre 
construction means zero 
corrosion l Fast and simple 
installation and removal 
l Single boom isolation option

for Robinson R44

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid 
clearance  l Telescoping handle

R44 GROUND 
HANDLING WHEELS

Airways New Zealand takes top international award
Airways NZ has won an international award for a project 

which saves airlines nearly a million dollars of  fuel a year and 
reduces delays by around 400%. The Southern Performance Based 
Navigation Installation Project makes flying into the mountainous 
and difficult Queenstown airport safer and more efficient. It won 
the prestigious Jane’s ATC Awards in the Operational Efficiency 
category. Over 70 submissions were received from air navigation 
service providers, regulatory bodies and private-sector companies 
around the world.

Speaking from ATM World Congress in Madrid, Spain, where 
he received the award, Airways Chief  Executive Ed Sims said this 
project was further evidence that Airways was truly a world leading 
organisation; “Airways is a small but smart air navigation service 
provider. It is brilliant to be recognised for the high level of  service 
and technical excellence that we’ve achieved.”

The Southern PBN project utilises GPS technology to maximise 
the use of  airspace. In Queenstown, this means increasing the 
number of  flights per hour in poor weather from 4 to 12, and 
reducing delays from 2000-2600 minutes a month to only around 
400 minutes a month.

The judging panel included industry experts from around the 
world. This is the second year in a row that Airways has won an 
award.  Last year it won the Service Provision category for keeping 
NZ’s skies open after the Christchurch earthquakes.

Airways opens new training facility to meet global demand
An air traffic control training facility purpose-built for 

international students was officially opened by Airways NZ in 
March, to support growing global demand for Airways’ world-class 
ATC training.

The new facility opposite the Massey University campus in 
Palmerston North is already being put to good use, with 32 students 
from Saudi Arabia’s General Authority for Civil Aviation (GACA) 
currently undertaking ab-initio (basic air traffic control) training 
there, and a group from Saudi Arabia National Guard about to start 
their ATC training at the centre next month.

With three aerodrome air traffic control simulators and six radar 
simulators, all developed with Airways world-leading Total Control 
simulator technology, the Palmerston North training centre is now 
set up to cater for increased demand from global air navigation 
service providers.

Airways ATC ab-initio training is a proven success story.  
With an over 80% success rate, plus the high calibre of  Airways 
graduates, it costs less to train air traffic controllers through Airways 
than through most other training programmes. 



Big Numbers visit NZ’s 
Largest Pilot Training School 
AN open day at CTC 
Aviation Training (NZ) 
Limited on Saturday 
16 March saw a large 
number of  potential 
pilots in attendance to 
hear about the future 
of  airline training in 
New Zealand. 

CTC, a global leader 
in airline pilot training, 
opened its doors to 
over 160 people from 
around New Zealand 
and Australia who 
were eager to find out 
more about what the largest flight training 
organisation in the country has to offer. 

Two Jetstar Captains were on hand to 
talk to visitors about the growth of  Jetstar 
and the opportunities 
available to them 
including CTC’s 
Jetstar Cadet Pilot 
Programme, which 
trains people with no 
experience through 
to a type rating on 
an Airbus A320 and 
a position as a First 
Officer with Jetstar. 

Richard Falkner, 
Jetstar Training Captain 
and Flight Operations 
Manager for New 
Zealand, delivered 
two presentations 
on the day speaking 
about what it takes to 
succeed in the airline 
industry, and his own 
career path to date. 

CTC’s Managing 
Director, Ian Calvert, 
said “There is huge 
demand for pilots in 
the Asia Pacific region 
and the future of  
our industry relies on 
more young people 
training for a career as 
an airline pilot. The open day was a great 
success; it’s an opportunity for people to 
see the extensive facilities at CTC and for 
us to show them how we differ from other 
flight training schools – a key difference 
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being that we are the only training provider 
in New Zealand with direct airline cadet 
programmes.” 

Open day attendees were shown around 
the Hamilton training 
facility by CTC’s Flight 
Instructors and were 
given the chance to 
see the state-of-the-
art training aircraft 
and flight simulators 
up-close. Visitors also 
took the opportunity 
to speak with CTC’s 
current cadets to learn 
more about the life of  
a trainee airline pilot. 

Two guests on 
the day won a flight 
in a Diamond DA42 
Twinstar, while 
two others won the 
opportunity to have 
a lesson in a flight 
simulator. 

CTC has over 
200 cadets from 15 
countries around 
the world currently 
training in Hamilton. 
Many of  the cadets 
will go directly from 
training to positions 
as First Officers with 
CTC’s partner airlines 

including Jetstar, British Airways, easyJet, 
Royal Brunei Airlines, and Dragonair. 

Those interested in learning more about 
airline pilot training at CTC should visit the 
company’s website www.ctcwings.com/nz

KiwiFlyer

Richard Falkner, Jetstar Training Captain and Flight Operations Manager for 
New Zealand speaking to attendees at the CTC Open Day in Hamilton.

Aviation Events

Richard Falkner with guests at the Open Day.

Visitors and potential students were able to 
have a hands-on look at the CTC fleet of 
aircraft, with two winning a trial flight.

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz
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WHY ATTEND
At New Zealand’s largest industry 
run aviation conference you will:
l  Meet and interact with industry’s 

leading participants.
l  Catch up with old friends, make 

new friends.
l  Learn about change, 
 why it’s occurring, and the 

impact on you.
l  Make connections, leverage 

existing relationships, meet new 
business prospects and identify 
new business opportunities.

l  Gain inspiration and knowledge 
through diverse experiences.

THE AGENDA
l  Aligning policy and practices, creating maximum value.
l  Making smart decisions, enhancing safety and profitability.
l  Accessing the best market intelligence.
l  Providing the right product/service solutions 
“One Industry One Voice” Building a $16Bn industry by 2016.

ATTENDANCE IN 2012
l  25 trade stands.
l  320 conference delegates 

from New Zealand, Australia 
and the United States.

l  Conference speakers from 
New Zealand, Australia, 
China, India, Singapore and 
the United States.

OUTLOOK FOR 2013
“Global seismic changes 
  in regulatory practice and 
  market penetration are  
  creating opportunity.”

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
l  Leaders in aviation who have a commitment to ensure the 
 success of New Zealand’s foremost reliability sector.
l  The next generation of Business Leaders.
l  Overseas companies keen to learn how the NZ aviation industry ticks.
l  Aviation Investors.
l  Ideas Innovators.

                                           HOW TO REGISTER 
Go to www.aia.org.nz and follow the directions from the home page

Aviation Industry 
Conference Week 
June 17-21 at Dunedin Town Hall

Incorporating NZAAA, NZHA, AEANZ, EMS NZ, 
NZFTD, NZTFO, Airlines, Supply and Services.

KiwiFlyerAviation Events

contributed by Irene King

Aviation is in our DNA
Safety and Growth - the double helix

BEING safe without growth is challenging. Growth without safety 
is impossible. Growth and safety working together presents our 
best opportunity to achieve the target of  a $16Bn sector revenue 
contribution to the economy.

Meeting this target and understanding what it means for your 
business will be the centerpiece of  this year’s Aviation Industry 
Conference Week, being held from 
17-21 June in Dunedin. But we won’t 
let our focus on safety slip.

Big decisions are being made 
by governments at home and 
around the globe. They impact on 
the global regulatory environment 
with the potential to unleash a new 
level of  both competitiveness and 
opportunity that we have not seen 
for decades.

Risk profiling, a feature of  
the NZAAA programme is one 
example where the old methods 
of  prescriptive rule making are 
being replaced by a new realisation that it’s about Industry and the 
Regulator working collaboratively and sharing the responsibility 
for ‘safety’. Industry participation and engagement is the key as the 
mitigations developed are ones which we will have joint and shared 
ownership over with the CAA. If  you don’t participate then you 
don’t get to influence and have your say.

New challenges emerging include the role and responsibility 
of  Directors. Set in the context of  the Pike River inquiry, this 
impacts heavily on Mum and Dad businesses where one is the 
silent surviving partner. Cyber crime, a review of  the best apps for 
aviation and saving literally thousands off  your maintenance and 
fuel bills by using the best Gas Turbine washes are just some of  the 
interesting B2B presentations.

Each day there will be a one and a half  hour presentation on 
international growth opportunities. We’ve worked up two case 
studies of  recent initiatives – one an example of  collaboration 
across aviation, with aviation businesses increasing capabilities and 
reducing costs by replacing an imported product with something 
developed at home. The other, about how we penetrate the high 

value-add part of  the value chain – 
that’s the strange looking diagram 
at left – and the concept of  aviation 
ambassadors promoting each other’s 
products.

Aviation week is the only 
aviation conference in New Zealand 
organised by the industry for the 
industry. We’ll be concluding with an 
Aviation Leadership Forum speaking 
about growth and safety in the years 
ahead. The line up is impressive – 
Government sector leaders, combine 
with Industry sector leaders to 
present their vision. On no previous 

occasion have we - military and civilian, government and industry, 
aligned and together talked about what we all want to see.

Aviation is the sector that delivers:
 • High value jobs.
 • Creates wealth for countries, businesses and individuals.
 • Every day, 24/7 interconnectedness.
 • And does this in the context of  high reliability and integrity.

This is our world – this is our DNA.

KiwiFlyer will feature a comprehensive guide to 
Aviation Industry  Conference Week in our May issue.

Aviation Events

KANNAD 406 MHz ELTs and PLBs

www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Phone 07 543 0075
Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

KANNAD 406MHz ELT kits, both AF Compact 
and Integra AF and AF-H ex stock along with 
all accessories.
Does your older Kannad XS3GPS PLB need 
a new battery this year?  Check it out!

KiwiFlyer 
Event Guide
June 16th
Dannevirke Flying Club Dawn Fly-in
Landing competition on arrival and 
usual sumptuous breakfast supplied. 
Contact Gary by email: gmmore@xtra.
co.nz or phone 06 374 4180 on the day. 

June 17th-21st
Aviation Industry Conference Week
The annual AIA conference week and 
trade expo will be held in Dunedin 
this year. Significant earlybird booking 
discounts. More details www.aia.org.nz

June 28th-30th
Brass Monkey Fly-in 2013
At Lake Station Airfield, Nelson. Local 
flying, great food, accommodation, 
landing fees, and TALL stories, all for 
the one fabulous all inclusive price. 
Contact Kevin Allport on 
027 234 5961 or 03 548 5387 
or email: allport@actrix.co.nz 

Our targeted free circulation to all aircraft operators and the aviation industry ensures that advertising in KiwiFlyer Gets Results. 9

Heavy Duty
Workstations

Suitable for any garage or a
great addition to an aeromotive workshop

Contact Paul Dixon at Dixon Machinery & Dieseltech
Ph: 03 302 8946    A/h: 03 302 8767
Email: paul@dixonmachinery.co.nz

www.dixonmachinery.co.nz 

l  Seven drawers all on roller bearings. 
l  Four lockable cupboard units.
l  Huge storage area.
l  Parts trolley (stores under workbench).
l  2680mm x 1800mm x 540mm deep. 
l  Stands 1900mm tall. 
l  Left or right hand orientation.

All for $3900 plus GST.

Time to make decisions
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contributed by Craig Anderson with photographs by Gavin Conroy

KiwiFlyer Event Report

Bush Pilot Champs at Omaka

THE inaugural Healthy Bastards Bush 
Pilot Champs was held at Omaka on 
February 2nd, and judging from reports 
of  those who attended, it was a huge 
success. The event saw 55 aircraft entered 
in the S.T.O.L. and Precision Landing 
competitions, with aircraft and pilots from 
as far afield as Ardmore and Rangiora.  

The weather played its part to 
perfection, with a gusty north westerly 
breeze picking up in the afternoon, making 
things challenging for the pilots, and 
entertaining for the many spectators.

The success of  the day was due to 
many factors, however many spectators 
commented that there was very little 
downtime compared to many airshows, 
and there was no time to get bored! The 

range of  aircraft and pilot experience levels 
also added to the interest factor. Pilot 
experience ranged from 65 hours to 39,000! 
All flew very well, with no incidents of  any 
kind on the day. Aircraft types ranged from 
the normal Piper Cubs/Pacers, Maules, 
Cessna 180/185 to a Walter powered 
Fletcher (courtesy of  Aerowork) and 
Cessna Caravan (courtesy of  SoundsAir). 
The event will definitely be repeated next 
year, and promises to be bigger and better! 

2013 results, and information on 
next year’s event can be viewed at www.
marlboroughaeroclub.co.nz/index.php/
stol.

The Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot 
Champs is run by the Marlborough Aero 
Club and main sponsor Dr. Dave of  Bulls 

Flying Doctor Service. Dave got in behind 
the event in a clever effort to promote his 
mens health campaign to New Zealand 
pilots. At the presentation evening after 
the competitions, Dave commented that 
this is his first big sponsorship event, and 
its success will ensure continuation of  
the partnership with the Aero Club, and 
the promotion of  his Healthy Bastards 
message.

New aircraft and Strip Flying Training 
Programme at Marlborough Aero Club 

The Bush Pilot competition was 
designed by the Marlborough Aero Club 
to promote their new flight training 
programme, which has a strong focus on 
strip flying, and hands on piloting skills. 

WINNERS of  the 4 events (each took 
away prize money of  $500 cash) were:

S.T.O.L. - Microlight Category: 
Jerry Chisum in CH701 Zenair ZK-ZKX 
(built and owned by Jock Struthers of  
Blenheim). 
T/O 17.6m; Land 32.8m

S.T.O.L. - Light Touring Category: 
Nigel Griffith in PA18A-160 ZK-BOY. 
T/O 32.0m; Land 29.3m

S.T.O.L. - Heavy Touring Category: 
Trevor Collins in H250 Helio Courier 
ZK-TCE. 
T/O 34.7m; Land 27.8m

Precision Landing: 
Grant Wisnewski in his immaculate 108-3 
Stinson ZK-NCC.  Distance of  2m.

KiwiFlyer

With this programme in mind, the club has also recently imported 
two immaculate ‘new’ Cessna 172s.

Both feature the obligatory manual flaps (with 40 degrees), 
leading edge STOL kits, and amazing forward visibility over the 
nose.

ZK-OMK originated from San Francisco, and is a 1956 ‘straight 
tail’ 172 converted in the mid 1980s to Tail Dragger configuration. 
She has only 3000 hours on the airframe and sports a recently 
overhauled O-300 engine that has been ‘ported and flowed’ putting 
out 165hp.  Tyres have also been given the once over with 8.50s 
now fitted.

ZK-OMR is a 1963 ‘E’ model (the last model produced with 
manual flaps) with only 2500 hours total time and is in as new 
condition. I am told the previous U.S. owner (based in Arizona) 
used to polish the inside of  the rear fuselage! A factory new O-360 
engine was retrofitted several years ago giving awesome take-off  
and climb performance.

All Cessna SIDS were completed during the New Zealand C of  
A inspections with no issues.

Both aircraft performed with impressive results at the Healthy 
Bastards Bush Pilot Champs, and are now online with the 
Marlborough Aero Club. Already they are proving very popular. 
The club intends to “put the fun back into flying” by encouraging 
students to learn from ab-initio in a tail dragger, and once 
experienced enough and appropriately trained, to take the club 
aircraft into local airstrips and enjoy the back country of  NZ that is 
normally only accessible by private owners.

Roll on 2014! And if  you are looking to enter next year - be in 
quick... It is shaping up to be a cracker!

Willy Sage takes off in just over 50 metres in one of Sounds Air’s Caravans. 
The word “WOW” was heared all over the airfield!

Andrew Whelan gets away in his turbine powered Fletcher. Commentators: Ray Patchett, Dr Dave Baldwin, Craig Anderson, Willy Sage.

Marlborough Aero Club’s two ‘new’ Cessna 172s. 
The tail dragger is flown by Ray Patchett while Craig Anderson formates nice 

and close in the ‘E’ model for Gavin’s camera.

Precision landing winner Grant Wisneski flying his Stinson. 
He touched down 2.0m after the judging line.

ContaCt owen walker
Phone  09 295 1407     Fax  09 296 1728      Mobile  021 987 397
eMail:  owen.walker@aPaero.Co.nz



contributed by Jill McCaw

Interesting People in Aviation: The Kiwi Flyer Interview KiwiFlyer

An Interview with John Oakes
Helicopter Pilot and Director of Central South Island Helicopters
THIS issue’s person of  interest is helicopter pilot John Oakes, a 
man using his unique blend of  skills to help eradicate introduced 
pests on some of  the world’s most remote and inhospitable islands. 
Jill McCaw talks to him about how this came about, why he does it, 
and what it’s like flying in the Sub Antarctic.

Tell us about your day job John.
I’m part of  the family business, Central South Island Helicopters 

Limited. We operate out 
of  Herbert near Oamaru 
in North Otago. We’ve 
been operating since 
1988 in the South Island 
and offer services such 
as agricultural work, 
heavy lift up to 1800 kg, 
surveying, pest control, 
fire fighting, tourism 
sightseeing, fishing and 
hunting, and search 
and rescue. We’ve got 6 
helicopters and 2 planes 
and these days my job 
is in co-ordinating it 
all. We’ve got 3 people 
working in the office 
and another 13 or 
14 staff, loaders and 
support crew. It’s my job 
to plan each day for each 
aircraft and crew.

How long have you been 
flying helicopters?

Well I’ve been 
involved with them for 
longer than I’ve been 
a pilot. I started in live 
capture (deer recovery) 
in 1975 as a netter. I did 
my flight training in ‘82 
and got my commercial, 
which I paid for as I 
went, in ‘88. I’ve flown 
full time ever since.

It was your pest control skills that got you involved with Macquarie Island. Is 
that right?

That’s right, that and a bit of  knowing the right people at the 
right time. Macquarie Island is one of  the sub Antarctic islands 
and it is Australian territory. The Australia Antarctic Division has 
maintained a base there since 1948. In 1997 it became a World 
Heritage site and planning began for eradicating the pest from the 
island. It was a really bold plan. They were hoping to make a triple 
eradication of  rabbits, rats and mice, something that’s not been 
achieved before.

New Zealand’s Department of  Conservation (DoC) are world 
leaders in this sort of  thing so they were approached. All credit to 
DoC here for letting their experts get involved. Queenstown DoC 
officer Keith Springer became part of  it. Keith ended up working 
for Tasmania’s Parks and Wildlife Service. He spent five years pre-
planning for the operation. Keith knew of  me from work we’d done 
on pest control in the South Island.

I’d also done some wild deer recovery in Queensland. I was 
involved in the live 
capture programme in 
South East Queensland 
and the Torres Strait in 
the early ‘80s. In fact 
that’s where I met my 
wife Bruna.

Helicopter Resources 
from Hobart won the 
tender Keith put out 
for the Macquarie pest 
control contract, and 
they knew me from the 
time in Queensland. 
They had no agriculture 
or baiting experience 
and knew I did. It all fell 
into place. 

When did you first get to 
Macquarie Island?

We were only 
supposed to go for 
the one time. All the 
planning was completed 
in 2009 and we were to 
have three months there 
in 2010. In the end the 
weather was so bad we 
only managed to get 
10% of  the operation 
done so we came home 
and reprogrammed it for 
the next year.

And what do you actually do 
on the island?

Well we did 
three complete go rounds of  the island with baiting. We had 
approximately 300 tonnes of  bait dropped at 20kgs per hectare but 
with different rates for different hot spots. Before baiting could 
start, we first had to unload it all off  the ship.

I was the lead pilot and I was subcontracted to Helicopter 
Resources. I supply the aircrew, ground crew, support gear, eg 
the buckets and GPS units and other gear. Putting the equipment 
together was a big job. Helicopter Resources supplied the four 
squirrel helicopters and a complete set of  spares and then more 
spares.

So obviously you have to bring everything with you.
We have to be completely self-

sustainable.
The first year we had to carry in the 

whole set up. The huts were carried off  the 
ship on long lines. And we had to bring in 
all the supplies for the huts. Once the ship 
goes away, you’re on your own for three 
months so you have to have everything you 
are going to need. The ship stays a week to 
unload. All unused stuff  from the previous 
season and all waste from the island gets 
loaded back on the ship and then the ship 
goes away. Last season in February I was 
one of  three pilots doing the re-supplying. 
We long lined 350 tonnes of  freight on and 
off  the ship. 

Normally there are only 10 to 12 people 
there, but with the eradication people 
and the builders and plumbers who were 
working on the new power house we had 
up to 30 to 35 people so that is why we 
flew in extra huts. 

Our operation, as well as pilots, has 
three ground crew, two engineers and ten 
hunters who were a separate component to 
our crew.

Macquarie Island is at 54°S in an area of  
extreme weather conditions. How does that affect 
working there?

All of  us working for Helicopter 
Resources had to go through the Australia 
Antarctic training and health and safety 
things. We had to have really good job 
safety planning in place to prove we could 
do everything we said we could. And then 
you have to be prepared to look after 
yourself  for months.

Last year when I was there one of  the 
workers, a girl, broke her back in one of  
the research sites. She was a long way from 
base and the weather was clagging in but I 
managed to fly out and get her back to base 
where there is a doctor on site. It was six 
weeks before the boat came back and she 
spent that time on a bed in a cast. She has 
since healed up completely. If  I couldn’t 
have gotten to her when I did, the way the 
weather was, it could have been weeks until 
we could have gotten her back to base.

So the weather can be pretty extreme?
The biggest thing, as pilots, that we had 

to deal with was windy, turbulent, rough 
conditions. We were pleased we were flying 
Squirrels which deal with that sort of  thing 
pretty well. We had to fly to make the 
operation succeed. We were sowing in 30 
knots sometimes. It could be real hard on 
the lee side of  the island.

It was usually visibility that stopped us 
flying, not the wind.

You did the big pesticide drop in 2011. Did you go 
back last year (2012)?

I did. The place had got to me and I 
really wanted to see the results of  our work 
so last year I went down just to do the 
resupply trip.

The results were amazing. When we 
left at the end of  July last year the hunters 
had found 13 rabbits, no rats and no mice. 
Since then, there have been no rabbits, 
rats or mice found. No mice is amazing. 
Mice are so hard to get rid of  and we are 
coming up to two years pest free. The 
island is bouncing back with flora and 
fauna thriving. The regrowth is dramatic. It 
is very satisfying.

The whole thing is pretty awesome, one 
of  the good things you do in your life.
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You’ve done a few similar jobs as well in fairly 
exotic places. 

I guess you can call the Galapagos 
exotic. Yes, we baited ten small islands in 
the Galapagos. My wife Bruna ground 
crewed. That was absolutely awesome. The 
place is mind blowing with the turtles and 
lizards and things, plus the volcanic stuff. 
There are thousands of  acres of  solid lava 
so that was a real eye opener for me. When 
we sowed Bartholomew Island we were 
operating out of  a volcano crater on the 
next island.

I’ve also done some pesticide sowing on 
some islands in Fiji.

Working out of  a volcano crater in the Galapagos 
sounds like we need to come back to you for a 
sequel to this interview. Thanks for talking to us 
John. We’ll have to catch up again in the future.

Photos by John Oakes and Rob Rogel.

The team involved in the Macquarie Island Pest Eradication Project. Most of them are Kiwis.

John Oakes and Denis Browne on Macquarie Island in 2011.

Long-lining freight off the ship. Last season 350 tonnes were moved to and from the island by helicopter.



Technology
At most airshows, the audience’s close 

up view of  the action lasts only a few 
seconds as the aircraft whizz past the 
crowd line, before they quickly diminish to 
small dots in the sky or leave the confines 
of  the airfield to start their next pass over 
the field. The key to the Airshow Systems 
concept lies in allowing the audience to be 
right there, in the cockpit with the pilots for 
their entire display.

In this show, almost all aircraft were 
equipped with cameras, along with a video 
feed from a helicopter having an advanced 
‘Cineflex’ stabilised camera system. All 
this was displayed on large outdoor 
daylight-visible LED screens, meaning 
that spectators got to witness close-ups 
of  aircraft and stuntmen, “as if  you were 
flying alongside the display yourself  in 
another aircraft” with the noise and action 
overhead, plus voice sound feeds from 
some pilots including Yves Rossy (Jetman). 
The airshow in many ways relied on this 
technology, since most of  the stunts took 
place high overhead and normally, only 
those of  us with long zoom lenses could 
make out any of  the action. The ‘holistic’ 
experience afforded by the technology 
employed was remarkable and greatly 
enhanced the enjoyment of  the show. 

Brooke Howard-Smith provided a 
lay-man’s show commentary, with audio 
designed by Ratu Gordon and supplied by 
Oceania Audio. (Finally an audio supplier 
that puts their speakers behind the crowd 
line and not in front of  it!).
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NEW Zealanders are very fortunate to have such a flourishing 
airshow scene, with a range of  events that more often than not are 
put on by enthusiasts simply to share their passion for aviation. 
Ticket prices usually represent exceptional value, especially for 
example at RNZAF Open Days which attract a very wide audience 
numbering in the several tens of  thousands. Yet the traditional 
airshows here often follow a similar theme; classic aircraft hurtle 
through the skies overhead, perhaps with a historic re-enactment 
and a simulated battle at the end of  the day. As much as we love our 
traditional Kiwi airshows, they are remarkably similar to each other, 
often with the same or similar aircraft moving from show to show, 
flying against a different location and backdrop.

This year out of  left field, came Peter Newport and Airshow 
Systems Limited with a different angle on how an audience could 
enjoy the experience. The New Zealand International Airshow 
leveraged outside TV broadcast technology with both in-aircraft 
and helicopter mounted cameras shooting the action from altitude 
and relaying live to big screens on the ground to offer an all new 
experience of  the action. Adding parallel air racing and the Jetman 
formation flying was a bold divergence from what we are familiar 
with seeing and there is no question that this part of  the airshow 
worked really well. Indeed, many spectators commented on the 
“cool technology” and how “every airshow should have this”. On 
the other hand, there was much comment on the lack of  Warbirds, 
gaps in the programme and a perception that the programme being 
offered didn’t match up to the ticket prices being charged.

The event was not without its challenges. Although recognising 
their importance, the organisers were unable to secure the 
involvement they sought from Auckland Council’s Events Agency, 
Ardmore Airport (which had been the preferred location) or the 
NZ Warbirds Association. The decision to stage the show at North 
Shore Airfield was made just a few months out. 

Following on the heels of  the incredibly (and unexpectedly) 
popular Mosquito launch at Ardmore, where huge crowds sat 
in traffic gridlock for miles and food stalls and toilets could not 

cope with the numbers, Airshow Systems 
laid-on a park-and-ride scheme, “Rolls-
Royce” traffic management, comfortable 
seating, shade tenting, outdoor hi-fi, and 
enough food vendors, bars and toilets to 
cater for 22,000 spectators each day. They 
also switched the CAA, Fire, Police and 
Ambulance arrangements to North Shore 
and had to gain Auckland Council resource 
consent for the event, all with only weeks 
to go – quite an achievement and a credit to 
the support of  North Shore Aero Club and 
all the agencies involved for their excellent 
work. 

Leading up to the event there was heavy 
support from TV3 and Mediaworks, both 
advertising the show and interviewing 
participants, together with both national 
and local newspaper articles covering the 
human interest aspects – such as North 
Shore Helicopter Training flying into Dairy 
Flat School and the children there building 
their own ‘Jetman’ from cardboard.

There are high costs involved in 
staging an event like this and financial 
success relied on big crowd numbers. A 
conservative estimate is that 10,000 people 
attended over the three days, this being less 
than a third of  what was required to make 
the numbers really work. Despite many of  
the contractors and suppliers knowingly 
signing “at risk“ contracts, (tying their 
payments to the financial success of  the 
event), there were a lot of  creditors who 
were left unhappy when Peter Newport 
placed Airshow Systems into voluntary 
liquidation just a week after the show. 

North Shore Aero Club spokesman 
Trevor Dance commented “All of  us put 
a huge effort into supporting this event, 
with over 50 volunteers, ATC and Young 
Eagles giving up their time to support the 
show. The field was immaculate, our aircraft 
were beautifully turned out, smoke systems 
were installed in the Robins and our pilots 
delivered a flawless performance as you saw 
on TV3 and from the photos in the media. 
The North Shore Airpark volunteered 
their land for aircraft parking and spectator 
use and our neighbours in Postman Road 
and surrounds were very helpful and 
cooperative - we could not have asked for 
more. Of  course we are disappointed about 
the financial failure of  Airshow Systems, 
but we are focussing our minds on the 
huge positives and lessons learnt from the 
event.” 

There were indeed positives to be taken 
from the event, not the least of  which was 
the technology employed.

contributed by Chris Gee

NZ International Airshow KiwiFlyer

The NZ International Airshow
A NEW type of  Airshow was held over Auckland Anniversary Weekend at North Shore Airfield. With 
‘Jetman’, international aerobatic and stunt acts, air racing, technology that would place the audience ‘inside 
the cockpit’, and a TV advertising campaign, organiser Peter Newport and his company Airshow Systems 
Limited hoped to bridge the gap between traditional airshow enthusiasts and the general public, thus 
attracting large numbers to attend over three days. For a variety of  reasons, some of  which are mentioned 
below, attendance was significantly down on expectations and the event was a financial failure which resulted 
in Airshow Systems going into voluntary liquidation a week later. 

Many of  those who attended greatly enjoyed the show, but many also came away disappointed, some 
bitterly, having realised too late that this was not another Warbirds Over Wanaka or similar style of  event. 
Despite these polarised expectations and a good deal of  post-event armchair criticism, the many people who 
volunteered their time and effort to the show and the numerous creditors who are unlikely to be paid, deserve 
to hear that their efforts were not all in vain. There were in fact a lot of  positives that can be taken from the 
occasion, many of  which it would be great to see incorporated into future airshows in New Zealand.

Chris Gee attended on behalf  of  KiwiFlyer and put the following report together for our readers.

The crowd wasn’t huge, but they were appreciative of the visiting international 
display acts, especially Jetman and some of the stunt oriented aerobatics.

A helicopter fed live video of airborne action to 
huge LED display screens on the ground.

Richard Hood in the Giles 202.

The Red Checkers performed a full display 
including mirror and spagheti break manoeuvres.

Most planes were fitted with cockpit cameras, 
which offered an all-new perspective of the action.
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Contact:  Brett Sanders
Bus:   09 299 9442
Fax:    09 299 9458
Mobile:   021 748 984
Email:	 	 brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:	 	 www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
 Ardmore Airport, Auckland.
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Jetman
The star attraction at the 

show was without a doubt the 
incredible Swiss aviator, innovator 
and pilot Yves ‘Jetman’ Rossy. 
An experienced and respected 
individual, Yves served with the 
Swiss Air force where he flew 
Hawker Hunters, Northrop 
F-5’s and Dassault Mirage III’s. 
He also flew 747s for Swiss Air. 
It is the strap-on Jet Powered 
Wing that has made him famous 
however. Comprising a semi-rigid 
carbon-fibre wing with a span 
of  2.4 meters coupled with four 
large model jet aircraft engines, 
the Jetpack allows him to reach 
speeds of  304 km/h. Taken as a 
helicopter passenger to an altitude 
of  5000 feet, Yves hangs outside the door and his engineer starts 
the four jet engines, where they are brought to idle. He then falls 
backwards like a rock holding his hands above his head to stabilise 
before powering-up his engines and establishing stable flight. An 
endurance of  up to 20 minutes allows enough time to perform 
some amazing stunts before it’s time to open the parachute and 
return to earth. On the Monday Yves performed a world first 
by flying in formation with no less than five aircraft, all Robins 
operated by the North Shore Aero Club. Daryl Gillett, Geoff  
Sheehan, Tim Hawkes, Alistair Blake, and John Punshon flew these 
aircraft in a very tight formation. Despite the height this took place 
above the crowd, the video screens and smoke made this highly 
visible to the delighted audience.

CFI Daryl Gillett explains some of  the work that was put in to 
make this feat possible. “We are lucky at North Shore Aero Club to 
have pilots with a good amount of  formation experience, and very 
importantly, who have all flown together extensively. Having that 
trust and experience to formate on each other previously meant 
we could get away with a few less practice flights, but we did get all 
five aircraft up in the air on the Friday night, with Yves on-board 
the lead aircraft so he could gain some feel for the Robins and the 
formation. On each day the briefings were not very brief  at all, in 
fact most certainly very thorough!” He adds “Coordinating five 
aircraft, Yves with his Jet-wing, and two helicopters is not easy. It 
was extremely important that each person knew exactly what their 
role was, and who looks out for whom. The easiest thing by far 
was working with Yves; he is the most pleasant person to get along 
with, and his professionalism was astounding.” There are very few 
pilots on earth who get the opportunity to fly with Yves Rossy, and 
the formation flight was a career highlight for Daryl. “I consider 
myself  extremely lucky to have experienced the things I have done 
in aviation, but that was one of  the most special moments. At 
one point in formation I managed to sneak a quick peek at Yves, 
and all I could think of  was ‘it feels like I’m in a YouTube video 
with Jetman!’.  The whole team was buzzing after the five-ship 
formation. Yves and the guys did an extraordinary job, as well as 
both helicopter crews.”  Afterwards, Yves was the consummate 
gentleman and a real entertainer, patiently signing autographs and 
getting photos with the very appreciative crowd after each sortie, 
sometimes for up to two hours.

Yves Rossy (Jetman) in a world-first formation with five aircraft. The Robin 2160s from North Shore Aero 
Club were flown by Daryl Gillett, Geoff Sheehan, Tim Hawkes, Alistair Blake, and John Punshon.

Yves Rossy checking his equipment. 
Trevor Dance photo.

An engineer working on one of Yves’ jet wings.
Trevor Dance photo.

Yves returns to earth under a parachute. Several formation variations were flown.

Yves Rossy departs the helicopter at 5000 feet by falling backwards, then stabilises and powers up his 
engines which have been running at idle. The jet wing has an endurance of up to 20 minutes.

The Robin formation team with Yves. L to R: Alistair Blake, John Punshon, Yves 
Rossy, Tim Hawkes, Daryl Gillet and Geoff Sheehan.  Trevor Dance photo.

Standing outside the helicopter for the ride to 5000 feet, Jetman’s four 
engines are started and brough to idle by an on-board engineer.

Jetman airborne over the Albany countryside. André Bernet photograph.
www.andrebernet.ch
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Stuntmen 
(and women)

One of  the event draw cards was 
the stunts carried out by world-class 
performers. Award winning daredevil 
couple, aerobatic champion Melissa and 
wing-suit performer Rex Pemberton did 
a novel act with Melissa barrel rolling 
around her husband in the Giles 202 as her 
husband was free-falling in his wing suit. 
She then performed a solo aerobatic display 
while her husband landed. At the time of  
the show, she had logged only 1.5 hours on 
the Giles but her aerobatic performance 
was flawless, reminding us of  just how 
impressive her award winning flying skills 
are. The ‘Squirrel’ wing-suit stunt team 
(men falling from the sky in sleeping 
bags as John Campbell from TV3 called 
it) and New Zealand’s own Chuck Berry 
carried out their routines very well in gusty 
conditions; sometimes Mother Nature just 
refused to play ball. The Squirrel wing-suit 
team pulled off  a world first, when one of  
their team intercepted his colleague wearing 
a wing-suit in mid-air, and then proceeded 
to stand on his back, ‘surfing’ him down 
until they pulled their parachutes. Chuck 
Berry, obviously a few poles short of  a 
tent, attempted to parachute to the ground 
using a standard run of  the mill ‘Red Bull 
Marquee’, a large blue tent usually found 
at festivals shading the beer. All of  his 
attempts resulted in a mid-air ‘blow-out’ 
and immediate deployment of  the reserve 
chute, adding to the drama and comedy - 
“all part of  the act” says Chuck – and were 
certainly very entertaining. Usually much 
of  this would have been a small dot in the 
sky, but the view of  the stunts on the big 
screens was spectacular. 

Air Racing
Another new concept 

for a NZ airshow was the 
parallel Air Racing. The 
concept was simple… Two 
pilots are led into the start 
line by the lead plane, which 
pulls up and away to signal 
the start of  the race. Each 
pilot must, while flying 
parallel tracks with smoke 
on, negotiate a loop, then a 
stall turn back in the other 
direction, then a loop, a half  
Cuban back to the other direction, then 
another loop, and finally cross the finish 
line. Whoever is first across the finish line 
after the addition of  penalties issued from 
the ground based judge, is the winner!  

In an effort to keep it fair, each pilot 
was given one of  a pair of  Robin 2160s of  
identical specification, randomly chosen 
before each race. The pilots of  course still 
declared they had handling differences that 
affected the results and although it would 
have been more spectacular with unlimited 
category aircraft, the Robins performed 
remarkably well, and were great to watch 
in the air. The lead plane was the beautiful 

Falcomposite Furio (www.falcomposite.
com) flown by Giovanni Nustrini.

The Races were run as a series of  heats 
over the three days, with the first races 
deciding who out of  Richard Hood, Grant 
Benns and Wayne Ormrod would represent 
New Zealand, with Melissa Pembleton 
(USA) Paul Bennett (AUS) and Paul 
Andronicou (AUS) competing to represent 
the rest of  the world. The final race came 
down to Richard Hood versus Paul Bennet, 
with Paul coming out on top to take out a 
nice shiny trophy. Whilst not a Reno or Red 
Bull style of  air race, all in all it was a very 
entertaining concept.

Left: Airshow pilots Richard Hood and Melissa Pemberton with NSAC volunteer Trevor Dance.
Right: Melissa Pemberton prepares for her performance. Trevor Dance photo. 

Left: Melissa and Rex Pemberton put on a combined display with Melissa in the Giles 202 and Rex free-
falling in a wing-suit.    Centre: Chuck Berry attempts to use a Red Bull Marquee as a parachute. 
Right: The Squirrel wing-suit team, otherwise known as parachutists in sleeping bags, descend.

Left: Melissa Pemberton barrell rolling around husband Rex in the wing-suit.   Right: Chuck Berry.

The Squirrel men heading up for their jump, in a 
‘Squirrel’ helicopter. Jill Guillemin photo.

Wing-suit pilots being interviewed by 
commentators after touchdown.

Left: Paul Bennet won the air race competition.   Right: The action.
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The sole participant from the classic 
‘Warbirds’ scene was Brett Nicholls’ BAC 
167 Strikemaster flown by Andrew Hope. It 
was great to see this wonderful (and noisy) 
aircraft, as it added significant contrast to 
the other aircraft performing. 

Dog-fights were performed each day 
by the Fox Moth and several Tiger Moths, 
but for many die-hard aviation enthusiasts 
expecting to see traditional airshow aircraft 
displays, the show just didn’t stack up. 

The Royal New Zealand Air Force was 
supportive with their Boeing 757 taking off  
from Whenuapai Air Base “just down the 
road” and flying their usual good looking 
display of  clean, dirty, fast and high alpha 
passes and aborted landings, followed 
by impressive max rate climb outs and 
wingovers. Given the size of  North Shore 
Airfield, the huge 757 added something 
special - such a large aircraft just shouldn’t 
be that close or that low over such a small 
airfield.

The huge NH90 helicopter attracted a 
lot of  attention on static display, with an 
opportunity to get close to the machine 
and talk to the crews. The highlight of  the 
RNZAF presence was a brilliant display 
on the Monday by the Red Checkers. They 
performed all their best routines, such 
as the Mirror (with a third aircraft barrel 
rolling around behind them), and the 
spectacular ‘Spaghetti Break’ towards the 
audience for a finale.

The extra perspective from the big 
screens really added to the experience, 
especially with the aerobatic performances, 
with the pilot’s view of  the world spinning 

Debrief
There are a myriad of  factors that led to the unfortunate lack 

of  attendance by the ticket buying public, which in turn led to 
the voluntary liquidation of  Airshow Systems Limited and the 
consequence that many suppliers and vendors will be out of  pocket, 
albeit that some may have ‘bought into’ the concept and accepted 
‘at-risk’ terms for payment.

Despite the financial failure of  the event, the North Shore 
Aero Club still believes the experience was a positive one for it, 
all things considered. “The show was a moment in history for the 
club, with two aviation world firsts achieved and putting the club 
in the public limelight for three days on national television” says 
spokesman Trevor Dance. He adds; “Hosting this event on our 
50th anniversary was a testament to our welcoming, friendly and 
open-minded approach to great ideas which promote all forms of  
aviation at North Shore, but we do wish the organisers had taken 
our advice on ground attractions and airshow content”.

In hindsight there was clearly an attempt to stage a big new 
show (with matching ticket prices – they were $55 for a day pass) 
without building up a history and reputation beforehand. There was 
also a demonstrable misunderstanding of  just what attracts people 
to events such as this. Competition from other established events 
like the Auckland Anniversary Regatta (which attracted a claimed 
150,000 people to watch) may also have had an impact. New 
Zealanders are renowned for being last minute event ticket buyers 
(just ask any concert promoter, none of  whom have fingernails left 
to chew on!) and are also renowned for looking for bargains. In this 
regard, the vastly improved patronage on Monday with discounted 
$35 tickets clearly hit a sweet spot. 

It goes without saying that the lack of  classic warbirds and other 
participants in the airshow had a negative effect on the numbers 
through the gate. New Zealanders are very spoilt by the variety of  
aircraft that perform at our airshows, and many traditional attendees 
felt the line-up at NZ International Airshow was not worth the 
entry fee.

A great deal of  energy and effort went into producing the NZ 
International Airshow and in the words of  organiser Peter Newport 
“We had to overcome incredible civic obstacles and aviation politics 
just to get the show to take place at all and it makes me very sad 
to think that all that effort, media exposure and immense technical 
achievement will not produce any ongoing local development. 
These new approaches that we’ve pioneered will eventually change 
the face of  airshows - and persuade more young people to get 
into aviation. I’m proud of  what we achieved and am extremely 
grateful to everyone who did have the courage to support the 
event, especially TV3 - and am sorry that it was not a commercial 
success.”

Had everything gone to an original plan and with more content 
appealing to both the established airshow attendees and those 
attracted by the new ideas, the NZ International Airshow could 
have become one of  the mainstays of  the aviation event calendar 
and with growth over time brought a whole new demographic into 
the airshow scene. There is an opportunity now for someone to 
take the best of  both worlds and build something quite special for 
the future. I for one, would like to see the technology showcased 
here used at other airshows in New Zealand.

                                             Chris Gee   www.stereoimage.co.nz 

past as they rolled and looped above 
the audience - you could really see just 
how much effort these pilots have to put 
in during their displays. The intimacy 
of  North Shore Aero Club added an 
atmosphere of  apparent danger and 
excitement with the aircraft so close. It was 
funny to watch the inexperienced airshow 
attendees who almost fell off  their chairs 
and ran off  in fright when Richard Hood 
first took off  and snap-rolled straight into 
his display just metres from the ground - 
hilarious. The Giles 202 has the fastest roll 
rate in the world, capable of  a dizzying 500 
degrees per second. As a point of  interest 
the Extra 300 that was flown so well by 
Wayne Ormrod at the show is available as 
a “flight experience”. You can join Wayne 
doing aerobatics or take control under his 
guidance at X-Flight (www.xflight.co.nz). 

The traditional participants

1. The Extra 300 flown by Wayne Ormrod.   
2. Looks real in this image but it’s a (very large) 
model Mig25 built and flown by Clinton Kraidy. 
3. Fox and Tiger Moth dog-fights.   4. The 
Falcomposite Furio was the lead plane for the air 
racing.   5. The Ardmore based Strikemaster.   
6. Head to head in the Red Checkers display.   
7. Red Checkers ‘Spaghetti Break’.   8. NH90 
disappearing behind a cloud of freshly mown 
grass.   9. RNZAF Boeing 757 dominates the 
airfield.   10. Red Checkers ‘Mirror’ manoeuvre.
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Flight Training

Instrument Ratings

Instructor Training

Theory Courses

Fly with the 
North Shore Aero Club 

and take advantage of:

Our own airfield
Un-congested airspace

High Pass Rates
Experienced Instructors

Large and Diverse Aircraft Fleet
Personalised Training

www.northshoreaeroclub.co.nz09 426 4273
office@nsac.co.nz

MGL iEFIS® Integrated	autopilot,	moving	map,	terrain,	airspace,	airfields,	frequencies...	the	works!

MGL’s new generation glass panel.
Flexible	architecture	and	configuration.
Single/dual	RDAC	engine	data	acquisition.
Direct connect to Rotax 912 iS EMU.
Single/dual iBOX®  central processor.
Up to 8 touchscreen displays (7”, 8.5”, 10”).
Multiple	user	configurable	screens.

For more information contact:
Stuart	Parker,	07	825	2800,	021	076	3483,	stuart@sparxfly.co.nz



Flying Excavators
A FAMILIAR sight around Nelson in 
recent times has been a cleverly designed 
flying excavator, a collaborative project 
between Heslop’s Engineering and Reid 
Helicopters.

Lloyd Heslop says the idea arose from 
frequently observing crews at the end of  
roads disassembling excavators with tales 
of  back strain and difficulty, while waiting 
for a helicopter bound for remote places to 
pick up the pieces. These would then be re-
assembled in a river bed somewhere using 
numbers of  people, lengths of  wood as 
levers and blocks, and sheer determination. 
Often the parts being transported would 
be right on the limits of  allowing safe 
operation, even stripped as far as possible 
and with operations occurring in ideal 
conditions. As well, this typical approach 
meant that even small jobs would often 
take several days due to the time required 
for breakdown and reassembly for both 
legs of  the trip. As Lloyd says, “it wasn’t a 
very efficient use of  resources”.

Working with Toby Reid, of  Reid 
Helicopters in Nelson, Lloyd took on the 
challenge to address these issues in regards 
to remote operation of  a 1.8 tonne IHI 
excavator. Their goal was that it needed to 
be safely and efficiently transportable with 
the company’s FX Squirrel, then assembled 
by one man on any reasonably flat piece of  
ground in one hour. 

Lloyd first set about the task of  reducing 
the excavator to flyable packages. “We 
stripped everything off  the main base 
unit including counter weight, cab, floor 
mats, tracks, boom, battery, fuel and still 
it weighed 1.3 tonnes. It was obvious the 
machine needed to be split in a unique way 
to overcome this problem. The base had 
expanding tracks and it seemed logical that 
if  we could split the machine through the 
slew ring, the right weight combination 
could be achieved. After unbolting 
everything and weighing all components we 
found the base unit to be 850kg. To make 
the split we fabricated another base unit 
raising the main body about 120mm and 
attached them together by pins and bolts. 
The hydraulics separate by quick couplers. 
To separate the track assembly from the 
main body, we fabricated some skids that 
slotted into the original track frame. 

For disassembly, we lift the machine with 
blade and bucket, then lower it onto the 
skids to take the weight. After uncoupling 
the hydraulics on the base, an extension 
of  hydraulic hoses is installed so that with 

pins and bolts removed, applying pressure 
down with the boom then rocks the body 
back and this allows the track assembly to 
be driven out from beneath. Rotating 180o, 
the canopy is unbolted and turned upside 
down on the track base and pinned in place. 
Rotate 180o again and the bucket is placed 
and pinned to the blade. At this point, the 
main lift ram is unpinned and relocated to a 
bracket inside the canopy roof  extended to 
carry the boom weight. With all the quick 
couplers on the boom uncoupled, the pin 
is removed and the track base, boom and 
canopy are driven clear of  the base unit. 
Then we place the seat inside the canopy 
and all panels, tools etc. inside the box. 

The sequence of  flight is to carry a 
sling load with tool box, fuel, counter 
weight, additional buckets, ripper plus up 
to 3 people to the job site. Next we fly the 
track assembly, placing it at the front and 
lastly fly the main body placing it so that it 
is within reach of  our hydraulic extension 
hoses. With 2 people, the machine is 
operable within 45 minutes of  landing. 
Often, these loads are transported as part 
of  flights already required, allowing the 
machine to usually be operable within one 
return cycle of  the helicopter. 

All assembly and disassembly can be 
done by one man without any excessive 
lifting causing body strain. Also due to the 
ease of  assembly/disassembly, it is possible 
to fly in, do a job and return all within 
one day if  necessary. It’s fairly straight 
forward, but we’ve found that having our 
staff  do the assembly/disassembly is far 
more efficient and we do this for a minimal 
additional charge as part of  the operation.”

Potential uses of  Lloyd’s flying excavator 
include drill site preparation, sewerage tank 
installation, house foundations in coastal 
areas, disaster relief  in isolated areas, bridge 
construction, hut foundations, cycle track 
construction - and any need to excavate 
where access by normal means is restricted.

Lloyd says that Heslop’s Engineering 
Ltd specialise in challenges of  this type and 
have also been working on a light weight 
gravel skip for aerial use. Reid Helicopters 
Ltd offer a range of  services including 
heavy lifting, fire fighting, tourism, fishing, 
flight training, power line stringing and 
more, matching a machine to suit your 
needs. They also welcome the opportunity 
to solve customer’s logistical problems. 

Visit www.helicoptersnelson.co.nz for 
more information on Reid Helicopters or 
contact Lloyd at Heslops Engineering, Ph: 
0800 437 567, E: j.aberhart@heslops.co.nz 
or visit www.heslops.co.nz

Driving the tracks out with extended hoses.

On the job within an hour of arrival.

At site, awaiting re-assembly.

Ready for sling loading in three packages.

The canopy rotates onto the track unit.
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CELEBRATING 250 AUSTRALASIAN DELIVERIES AND COUNTING... TECNAM



TECNAM

Contact us today:  
09 298 9144 
021 832 626    

info@tecnam.co.nz
www.tecnam.co.nz

     APRIL 2013
 S M T W T F S
  1 2 3 4 5 6
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 

     MAY
 S M T W T F S
    1 2 3 4 
 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
 12 13 14 15 16 17 18
 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
 26 27 28 29 30 31

     JUNE
 S M T W T F S
 30      1 
 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
 16 17 18 19 20 21 22
 23 24 25 26 27 28 29

     JULY
 S M T W T F S
  1 2 3 4 5 6 
 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
 28 29 30 31

     AUGUST
 S M T W T F S
     1 2 3 
 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
 18 19 20 21 22 23 24
 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

     SEPTEMBER
 S M T W T F S
 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
 29 30 31
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A division of Boston Marks Group Limited
P: 09 298 8206  or  0800 322 206   F: 09 298 8218  
E: insure@avsure.co.nz     www.avsure.co.nz

Contact us for a 
free no obligation 

quotation on any 
aviation insurance 

requirement you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY

PROPERTY

PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Aero Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
l  Chemical   l  Hangarkeepers

l  Hangars and Contents

l  Pilot Personal Accident
l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. When considering 
your aircraft insurance, you 
definitely need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES. 
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

Type:  Robinson R44 II   HXM
Location: Wanaka    POB: 3
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  1 January 2013 
Report: Pilot lost visual contact with 

the ground due to condensation on the 
windshield while hover-taxiing to takeoff. 

 Tail rotor contacted the ground and 
directional control was lost. Collective was 
reduced, with minor damage to skids from 
a resulting hard landing. Tail rotor drive 
shaft had sheared, with the whole assembly 
partially sheared from the tail boom.

Type:  Titan T51 Mustang   WUH
Location: Motueka    POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  8 February 2013 
Report: Aircraft made a wheels up 

landing. The pilot reported that there was no 
malfunction on the aircraft’s part.

Type:  Cessna 172N   EKG
Location: Whitianga    POB: 4
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  27 January 2013 
Report: Aircraft had a hard landing which 

caused the gear to collapse, bending the 
propeller and damaging the cowling.

Type:  Pacific Aerospace Cresco   LTT
Location: Ohura    POB: 1
Operation: Agricultural Injuries: Nil 
Date:  25 January 2013 
Report: Aircraft hit several sheep on its 

take-off  roll after they broke onto the 
 airstrip while being mustered.

Type:  PZL-104 Wilga 35   PZL
Location: Omaka    POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  31 January 2013 
Report: Aircraft stalled in the flare 
 causing the wing to drop and contact the 

ground resulting in the aircraft overturning.

Accident and Incident Reports are provided courtesy of

These accident reports are sourced from www.caa.govt.nz and contain 
information as reported to the CAA recently. As such, the accuracy of  the 
information supplied cannot be guaranteed. See www.caa.govt.nz for 
other details which may be added as more information is received.

Type:  Rans S-6ES Coyote II   XAC
Location: Rangitata Island   POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Minor 
Date:  11 January 2103 
Report: Aircraft bounced while 

conducting a three-point landing, became 
airborne and landed heavily in a paddock 
beside the runway. The main gear collapsed, 
the propeller struck the ground, and the 
passenger received minor injuries.

Type:  Robinson R44 II   IPY
Location: Glenorchy POB: 3
Operation: Other   Injuries: Nil 
Date:  11 January 2013 
Report: Main rotor blade struck the tail 

boom during start-up due to a wind gust.
Damage was caused to the tail boom, with 
associated damage to the rotor blades.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta   IMZ
Location: Nokomai Station  POB: 1
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  19 January 2013 
Report: Helicopter was flying up a 

valley and suddenly lost altitude due to a 
suspected downdraft. Helicopter hit ground 
and rolled 6 times, breaking off  the tail.

Type:  Cessna 152   KTZ
Location: Kiwitea POB: 2
Operation: Training Dual Injuries: Nil 
Date:  6 February 2013 
Report: Aircraft stalled during terrain 

awareness training, impacting the ground. 
The student and instructor exited the 
aircraft without injury, which then caught 
fire approximately 20 minutes later.

Type:  Robinson R22 Beta   HIY
Location: Karamea    POB: 2
Operation: Private Other Injuries: Nil 
Date:  21 January 2013 
Report: Helicopter experienced unusual 

vibrations while flying at 4500ft. Pilot 
decided to make a precautionary landing 
but the tail struck the ground during 
landing and helicopter rolled over.
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Avsure Insurance Feature

contributed by Bill Beard

HAVING purchased Aircraft Hull 
Coverage, you rightly assume your 
maintenance shop has what the industry 
calls “Aviation Hangarkeepers and Products 
Liability Insurance”. Often have I heard the 
comment “I don’t need hull cover yet as it 
will be covered by my engineer’s insurance 
when it’s in his hangar”.

The facts are that this may not be the 
case. Hangarkeepers Insurance only covers 
the negligence and legal liability of  the 
hangar owner with regard to aircraft held in 
their care and custody. If  your engineering 
organisation denies they are responsible or 
the circumstances of  the loss won’t stand 
up in court, then you can’t expect any 
compensation from their insurers. It is very 
important then, that you maintain your own 
insurance even for a construction project or 
lengthy refurbishment programme.

Having clarified that, let’s consider a 
couple of  scenarios that might occur totally 
beyond your control ie, the hangar burns 
down, the aircraft (or parts) are stolen or 
during an engine run the apprentice taxies 
into something requiring a replacement 
prop and bulk strip (even worse if  your 

engine is running on condition and you 
have to overhaul the engine).

If  you have your own hull insurance, 
you may be reluctant to claim under your 
own policy as there is the policy deductible 
to consider, loss of  No Claims Bonus, a 
possible premium increase next renewal 
and a claim that you could be accountable 
for, for years to come. If  the shop readily 
admits liability and their insurers step up to 
the mark then it could be convenient to let 
them get on and rectify the damage.

However, even if  there is no dispute 
with the shop or their insurers denying 
liability it’s always best to lodge a claim 
under your own policy and let your own 
insurers appoint a Loss Adjuster to sort 
out the mess. They will do the negotiations, 
pay any legal fees that arise and isolate 
you from the nitty gritty negotiations. 
By assigning the claim to your insurance 
company you will have an adjuster that 
will be on your side and like you will want 
your aircraft repaired quickly and properly. 
In addition, your insurance company will 
have every expectation of  recovering all the 
costs from the negligent party. 

Even though the loss will be a claim 
under your policy, a loss due to someone 
else’s negligence will not generally be 
considered adversely in future renewal 
evaluations. Your insurance adjuster will 
take charge and if  necessary redirect 
repairs to an alternative repairer (only with 
your approval) who may be able to get 
the job done quicker. Your insurers will in 
turn pursue the negligent party and their 
insurers for full reimbursement and also 
assist in the recovery of  the deductible and 
any other relevant expenses. Your insurance 
company assumes your Rights of  Recovery 
when they pay the repair costs – this is 
called Subrogation.

Things naturally take an entirely 
different course if  you or your repair shop 
are not insured. My best advice therefore 
is to firstly ascertain your maintenance 
provider has the necessary Hangarkeepers/
Products Liability Cover and their level of  
coverage is enough to cover the full value 
of  your aircraft. Low cost maintenance is a 
bad option when it comes at the cost of  no 
insurance back-up. 

To discuss this topic or any other 
aviation insurance questions, contact Bill 
Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

Maintenance Shop Insurance

Scale

Quality 

Technology

Efficiency

Speed

75 Ingram Road, Hamilton Airport
P: 07 843 0392    F: 07 843 7059   

E: info@aviationpaintingservices.co.nz   
www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz

! LOOK ! 
Fly in and fly out 

‘cut & polish’ service 
with paint match and 

touch ups, all from 
$250+GST for 
small aircraft.

Aircraft and 
Component 

Painting Services
Part 145 certified

We offer chemical, hydroblast 
or mechanical stripping, 
electostatic or standard 

painting and infrared or bake 
oven curing in purpose-built 

temperature controlled spray 
booths with underfloor lighting. 
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contributed by Steve Engle

Colin Austen’s winning Panther took 3.5 years to scratch build.

Aeromodelling: The ANZAC Jet Meeting
THE ANNUAL ‘ANZAC Jet 
Meeting’ was held at Tokoroa 
Airfield from 15-17th February.

From early beginnings with only a 
handful of  modellers about 10 years 
ago, the event has now grown to be 
the largest jet event of  the year for 
the NZ Jet Modellers Association.

We had 53 pilot registrations 
including 14 Aussies (and ex-pats) 
and approximately 80 turbine 
powered models on show. There 
was even a jet-powered carbon fibre 
skateboard.

Word of  the jet meeting had been 
spread at Wings Over Wairarapa in 
Masterton two weeks prior to the 
event, through members handing out 
dozens of  fliers while we were there. 
Lots of  interest was generated from 
our static and flight displays at the 
WOW show. As well, the big Mig25 
jet flew at the recent Auckland 
Airshow and all of  this helped to 
ensure a great public turnout at 
Tokoroa.

As this is our premiere event of  
the year, a lot of  volunteer time and 
effort was put in during the weeks 
prior to the event. We were very busy 
mowing and scrub-cutting, removing 
rubbish and generally tidying up the 
airfield apron and other areas.

Thanks go to the South Waikato District Council for sweeping 
the taxiway and runway as FOD (Foreign Object Damage) can be 
expensive if  sucked into our high-revving turbines (195,000 rpm).

Some really keen modellers arrived on Thursday. However the 
airfield was unavailable until late afternoon due to a driver training 
program using the runway, so these early-bird pilots had to wait.

Friday
At 7:15am on Friday morning we volunteers were onsite putting 

up temporary safety fencing, strategically placing hay bales and 

attempting to construct gazebos 
using pigeon English instruction 
manuals. Generators were fired up 
to enable overseas pilots to charge 
batteries.

The official start of  the event was 
with the standard pilots briefing and 
weather report etc. We had arranged 
for the airfield to be closed and had 
NOTAMs in place. CAA granted 
us a 1000’ ceiling which we closely 
monitored, keeping a handheld VHF 
radio nearby in case of  wayward 
student pilots.

Scrutineering was carried out 
throughout the day with models over 
15kg being ‘signed off ’ through a 
separate delegated authority using 
our Large Model inspection process 
and rules. A few minor issues with a 
couple of  models were discovered, 
and models were then cleared to the 
flightline.

The first plane to get airborne was 
piloted by an Australian. They very 
much enjoyed our fantastic facilities 
and leisurely approach to things, 
making the most of  all opportunities 
to get airborne. Roger Perrett (ex-
pat) commented “You are spoiled 
here with the Tokoroa site. This 
is the best flying setup and I love 
coming back here”.

We had a maximum of  4 planes in the air at once during peak 
times, but generally there were usually only 2 or 3 flying together. In 
the afternoon we had a full-size Harvard flyby - they were on their 
way to another event further down South. 

Friday is traditionally the practice day of  the event and it usually 
ends with a bit of  carnage. This year the only damage to occur was 
a few undercarriage mishaps. 

On Friday night the local ATC put on a BBQ at the field. This 
was great as it also provided for additional scrutineering time and 
last minute proving flights in calm conditions before the public 

arrived on Saturday. The ATC also manned the gates and BBQ 
(doing a roaring trade) during the weekend, also assisting with 
carpark marshalling duties and more.

Saturday
Saturday morning was foggy until 10am. A fellow modeller came 

over for a flying visit in his Jodel and landed before our NOTAM 
was active.

A steady stream of  public visitors came throughout the day. 
There were lots of  ‘oohs’ and ‘ahhs’ from the crowd as they 
witnessed skilful flying and great demonstrations put on by the 
pilots. Many people commented that they had no idea our jets 
actually flew - or else they thought that they were jet looking models 
but were prop driven.

We had a heli-only slot at lunchtime, and the public got to see 
four turbine helicopters in the air including the Mil24 (which weighs 
24kg). The 3 metre wingspanned A10 Warthog also had a solo slot 
and was very impressive.

We had been lent a portable wireless PA system and this was 
put to good use with a running commentary to the public by Tony 
Withey on the microphone. He answered all the usual “How fast?, 
how high?, how much?” questions.

We also had a radar gun available and there were some surprising 
results. In general the smaller models were actually flying slower 
than expected and big models were travelling faster than they 
appeared. Stu Hellyer’s new Vigilante was clocked at 384kph 
(although this was downwind after a dive!).

Other highlights for the public included the first annual ‘Trans 
Tasman thrust-o-meter’ challenge.

Each pilot had to nominate what output they thought their 
turbines would produce, and they were then measured against a 
rather sophisticated looking device (actually a glorified pair of  
bathroom scales). Thrust estimates (by male pilots) were generally 
shown to be on the optimistic side.

The sky rained foam for a few minutes after a foam electric 
powered EDF L39 Albatros folded its wings neatly in on 
themselves. 

We had a 3 Panther formation organised, however the lead 

The boys and their toys: 53 pilots, including 14 from Australia, with 80 models.

Pete Brown’s F4 Phantom complete with chute.

Strikemaster and Aermacchi.

Stu Hellyer’s new Vigilante was clocked at 384kph !!
If your aircraft 
needs some care, we can 
help breathe new life into it.

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

Paint Stripping  l  Corrosion Removal
Paint	Refinishing  l  Interior Refurbishment

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

USA

We use and supply 
Superflite	FAA	approved	
Aircraft Paint Systems

for fabric, metal 
and composite aircraft.

All to a better than new standard that 
you will be proud of for years to come.

  l  Fabric, Metal and Composite
  l  Fixed Wing and Helicopters
  l  Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

Classic Aircraft Specialists
All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken

Material	suppliers	for	all	fabric	requirements

2012 Tour Group pictured

AirVenture Oshkosh is the must see event for every aviation enthusiast. 
Because the event is so big it pays to travel with someone who has been 
there before and who knows how to plan the best value for the time 
available. It also means that accommodation, transport and other logistics 
are all sorted out for you, so you can concentrate on enjoying the show. 
New Zealand’s AirVenture expert is Gaye Pardy Travel. Gaye’s 27th 
AirVenture tour to Oshkosh departs on 27th July 2013 and includes a visit 
to the Boeing factory, Museum of Flight, Spruce Goose, and much more. 
The tour ends with an optional cruise to Alaska. We welcome your enquiry.

We are a TAANZ bonded member & IATA accredited agent with Travel Managers Group Limited

Tour departs 27th July. Contact Gaye Pardy today on 07 574 1950 or 0274 939 073
Email: travel@gaye-pardy.co.nz or visit www.gaye-pardy.co.nz for more information

Enquire	Today	!“You’ve got to be there”
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The Jamiesons from Australia with Kermit.

plane took off  and suffered a catastrophic 
tailplane failure. This model was 15 years 
old and sadly decided that today, enough 
was enough. 

Peter Agnew is a regular visitor from 
Australia and this time he brought over a 
new Aermacchi M346 two metre jet for 
us to ogle at. Unfortunately at one point 
he was having too much fun with it and 
consequently ran out of  fuel while airborne, 
requiring an out-landing in a paddock. 
The undercarriage suffered and it was not 
able to fly anymore during the weekend. 
We did have a recovery vehicle with trailer 
stationed close by. This got well used over 
the weekend and saved many pilots from a 
long embarrassing walk after the occasional 
extended landing or engine-out.

Conditions were so favourable on 
Saturday that there were still people flying 
at 7pm when they were supposed to be 
at the local RSA for the scheduled pilots 
dinner.

Overnight hangar facilities were 
once again provided by Henk Meerkerk. 
With  several large 3 metre models to 
accommodate this year, there was a bit of  
a juggling act trying to fit everything in. Of  
course there were some late antics amongst 
the pilots but we can’t put them into print.

Sunday
On Sunday morning we had a quick (less 

than an hour long) AGM in the clubrooms 
and then it was back into flying.

Jason Starkey (Aus) performed his 
famous ‘space shuttle’ takeoffs. This 
involves getting airborne, wheels up, flying 
level at 5 feet to build up speed then pulling 
up 90 degrees and disappearing rapidly.

A couple of  the guys tried formation 
flying with a Panther and a F86. This is 
harder than it sounds as it is very difficult 
to fly so close to each other (intentionally!) 
and to coordinate manoeuvres together. It 
looked great from a spectator’s point of  
view.

Prizegiving was at 2pm so that pilots 

from out of  town could leave soon 
afterwards due to the amount of  return 
travel that they had to do. Some had come 
from Christchurch and as far away as Perth.

The overall best scale jet award was 
won by Colin Austen with his scratch built 
24% (2.7m long) Panther. The project took 
Colin 3.5 years and was built from scaled 
up Nic Zirolli plans. It is powered by a 
Behotec (German) turbine that produces 
18kgs thrust and the model itself  weighs 
23kg. It therefore flies in a very scale like 
manner i.e. not grossly overpowered. 
Colin’s attention to detail is outstanding and 
the effort he has put into this project made 
him the well-deserved winner.

Many thanks go to the sponsors who 
donated goodies for prizes: 
www.intairco.net, www.jetcentre.co.nz and 
www.hobbycity.co.nz 

After most people departed, there 
were glorious late afternoon calm flying 
conditions. The gentle breeze was blowing 
straight down the strip so an ideal time for 
me to have my one and only flight for the 
whole weekend.

The airfield cleanup operation began and 
it was very pleasing that a few others stayed 
to assist. Many hands make light work as 
the saying goes.

In appreciation
Now to the Thankyou list:
South Waikato Council for organising a 

luxury onsite portable toilet facility.
Tokoroa ATC for looking after the BBQ 

and gates.
Dave Hodges, Pete McGregor & Grant 

Ridley spent many hours tidying the 
grounds.

PO Box 812
Cambridge 3450
New Zealand

CAANZ Approval SUP 69410

HARDWARE - AN, MS, NAS and other standards
RAW MATERIAL - Sheet, Tube, Bar and Extrusions

GENERAL GA PARTS - Airframe, Engine and associated items
MICHELIN TYRE DISTRIBUTOR

SPECIALIST IN SOURCING HARD TO FIND PARTS

For	all	your	requirements,
Please contact:

P   +64 7 827 0233
F   +64 7 827 0236
M   +64 21 869 114
E   avparts@xtra.co.nz

Rene Redmond and his CompARF Flash.

Steve Blackman’s 15 year old Panther.
 Unfortunately it was destroyed minutes later.

Chris Pickering and his Viperjet.

Mibo A-10 Warthog with a 3 metre wingspan!

This LongRanger was one of several helicopters at 
Tokoroa including an Mi24 weighing 24kg.

Chris Pickering organised the fuel for 
the overseas visitors, and Paul Buckrell 
printed all the name tags etc.

Steve Engle (myself) for being Flightline 
Director and photographer

Brian Borland (Secretary) and Stu 
Hellyer (President) put countless hours into 
preparation for the weekend.

There were a lot of  others who helped 
out throughout the event - Brendon Smith 
spent many hours scrutineering models 
and others helped out with Flightline 
marshalling duties etc. A big thanks to you 
all.

Lastly - the arrangement between our 
controlling body (Model Flying NZ) and 
Air New Zealand meant that the overseas 
guys had pre-approval for their models 
transport. They were welcomed by the 
check-in staff  and had no hassles at all. 
Excellent service thanks.

Have a look at our website www.nzjma.com 
for details of  our next meeting and feel free 
to come along for a look. 
                Steve Engle

Angel Flight NZ needs ‘Angels in Cockpits’
Angel Flight NZ is now well under way having flown 2,569 nm to and from 
Auckland. Our total team of Pilots, Earth Angels and Mission Coordinators 
is now 78 persons. With 36 Pilots mainly in the North Island and as we are 
starting to receive enquiries from other parts of North Island and South 
Island we would like Pilots from Napier, New Plymouth, Paraparaumu, 
Palmerston North and the South Island to consider registering with us.
Pilots need to have 250 hours PIC, have current Pilot’s Licence, BFR and 
Medical and be willing to donate 5 – 10 hours of their time and their aircraft 
per year.

Pilots Wanted

Contact Lance Weller 
Phone: 09 434 3271 or 027 893 4587
Email:	lance@angelflightnz.co.nz

“Flying an Angel 
Flight NZ mission 
and helping 
someone while 
you fly may be 
among the most 
satisfying flying 
you will do”

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the New Zealand aviation 
community written by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts. 
Subscriptions cost just $25 for 6 issues. 
Visit our website for secure credit card payment, or post a 
cheque to: Kiwi Flyer Ltd., PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. 

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer today for just $25 (6 issues)
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FLY IN A WARBIRD

WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
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AVAILABLE

Post to:  New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited. 
	 Ardmore	Airfield.	
 PDC 14
 Papakura 2244

Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz

 www.nzwarbirds.org.nz
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KiwiFlyer
contributed by Frank Parker

NZ Warbirds

BACK IN November there was little on 
the NZ Warbirds Calendar. How things can 
change. 

Following on from the very successful 
Mosquito First Flight Display in September, 
NZ Warbirds ran a twice yearly Open 
Day on Sunday 9th December with 
the continuing theme of  remembering 
Pearl Harbour, the surprise attack which 
brought the USA into the fray of  WWII. 
On these days Warbirds provides up to 
three one hour flying displays during the 
day, a formula which enables the airfield 
to function (almost) normally and enables 
Warbirds to display its unique aircraft in a 
relaxed atmosphere. It is an opportunity 
for the Association to promote itself  and 

Summer’s Fun

provide visitors with a day of  entertainment 
at a budget price.  

January 19-20 being Wellington 
Anniversary Weekend, saw the Wings 
Over Wairarapa Airshow in Masterton. 
Two years previously the Weather God 
had been most disgruntled for this event 
and a weather bomb saw the Sunday 
show cancelled, a disappointment for the 
audience and participants and a disaster 
for the promoters. For this year’s show 
the organisers went all out and produced 
a stunner. Pride of  the show was the 
Mosquito on its last outing before being 
shipped to the USA. This unique aircraft 
was supported an incredible collection of  
other types. de Havilland was represented 

by numerous types from the Gypsy 
Moth to the Venom. There were some 
memorable formations of  the Mosquito 
with Vampires and Venom and Mosquito 
with two Spitfires and Mustang. That’s 
five Merlins in formation - a wonderful 
sound. There were six WWII fighters and a 
number of  The Vintage Aviator Limited’s 
WWI collection. The highlight for many 
was the six aircraft Jet Formation. This 
was led by John Lanham and comprised 
three L-39 Albatros’, two Vampires and a 
Strikemaster (see Kiwiflyer Issue 26 for a 
background on this formation). Overall, a 
successful and entertaining weekend.

Come mid-February and it was Art 
Deco Weekend. The Roaring 40s Team 
have displayed at Napier in support of  
this weekend for the past eight years. It is 
always a relaxing weekend with lots of  ‘30s’ 
action. The vintage cars are my favourite 
and if  this period of  history rings your 
bell then you have to make it at least once. 
There are thoughts of  a more organised air 
display in support of  the event next year, so 
watch this space.   

For a local day out, the Whenuapai 
Aviation Sports Club invited Warbirds to 
their facilities for a lunchtime BBQ on 
Saturday 2nd March. This saw a number of  
aircraft, including the Harvards, a pair of  
Yak 52s from Pauanui, T-28 Trojan, L-39 
Albatross, and MX-2 (not a Warbird but…) 
make the short trek across the city and 
take advantage of  the opportunity to fly 
a display practice over the field. I hear the 
‘snags’ were pretty good too. Thanks to the 
Whenuapai folk for their invitation.

The following day, March 3rd, was 
the Ardmore Showdown. This is really a 
‘Petrol Heads’ day with burnouts and drags 
by a variety of  hot machinery. Warbirds 
provides a limited display “to add a little 
sobriety to the mayhem”. For this event the 
Harvard Team were once more in action 

alongside displays by the Spitfire, two Yak 52’s, Strikemaster and an 
aerobatic display by Wayne Ormrod in the Extra 300. Once again 
another successful day for the Warbirds Team.  

On this same weekend the Tiger Moth Club held a fly in 
and AGM at Opotiki with over 10 aircraft and 20+ people in 
attendance. As with the rest of  summer this year the Weather God 
was in good humour and a successful weekend was enjoyed by all.

As I write this, thoughts are on the Classic Fighters Airshow at 
Omaka which is happening over Easter. This is another ‘major’ for 
the Association with participation planned for the Harvard Team, 
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Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.

All approved materials.

the Fighters (Spitfire, Mustang and Kittyhawk), Strikemaster plus 
a number of  other classics from the hangar. This Airshow by its 
title features the Classic aircraft of  the 1930s and Fighter Aircraft 
of  WWI and WWII - and the organisers are promising a couple of  
surprises. I can’t say much as this magazine goes to print but one of  
them has a big round engine!! I’m looking forward to this show.

The final planned event for the year will be another NZ 
Warbirds Open day on 2nd June themed on ‘Remembering 
D-Day’, 6th June 1943 when the Allies started the invasion of  Nazi 
Occupied Europe, one of  the pivotal actions of  WWII.

All of  the above activity requires a lot of  support and while 
the frontline folk, that is the pilots, are highly visible I wish to 
endorse the NZ Warbirds Volunteers who do all the planning and 
groundwork to ensure these events are successful. Thank You folks.

Regards, Frankly@xtra.co.nz  

The Roaring 40s Harvards are in action almost every week during Summer, either ‘on the job’ 
at airshows around the country, or practicing at their home base of Ardmore.

For many, the highlight of this year’s airshow
season has been the de Havilland Mosquito.

The fun isn’t limited to warbirds. High performance 
aerobatic displays feature at most airshows. 

Wings Over Wairarapa this year saw the first 
formation display by six warbird jets.

We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator     

Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary 
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment. 

AGlaze Superior Protection - Exclusive Aviation Partner in New Zealand

Contact Chris  021 262 2272           www.adnz.co.nz

Gavin Conroy
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New Cavalon Gyro Lands in NZ
FORMED in 1999 and represented here in New Zealand by Tony 
Unwin and his company Gyrate at Tauranga, Auto-Gyro Europe 
has fast become the world’s leading autogyro manufacturer. Based 
in Germany where virtually every component of  their range of  
aircraft are manufactured in-house, the company now employs 
50 staff  and has 
produced well over 
1000 aircraft. They are 
currently operating at a 
maximum capacity of  
some 300 aircraft per 
annum. 

Their latest design 
is the Cavalon, a fully 
enclosed side by side 
model designed for 
comfortable cross 
country touring. 
Built in response to 
market demand and 
launched in 2012, more 
than 60 have already 
been produced (with 
currently a 3 month 
wait for a build slot). We already have 3 of  those here in NZ. 

The design is revolutionary for a commercialised gyro. Cavalon 
has a fully structural carbon fibre monocoque body. The engine 
frame bolts directly to the body, as does the very short stainless 
steel mast. A firewall is incorporated between the cabin and rear 
fuel tank / engine installation. The undercarriage and tail are also 
carbon fibre, the strength of  which can be demonstrated by four 
people standing on the horizontal stabiliser simultaneously.

The aircraft is powered by a standard Rotax 914 with an 
Airmaster constant speed propeller. The main rotor is 8.4m in 
length and made of  extruded aluminium. All controls are by push-
pull cables and pitch and roll trim systems are standard.

Payload is up to 235kg depending on engine options and the 

The new Auto-Gyro Cavalon, offering side by side seating and very comfortable touring.

large cabin can accommodate most pilot sizes with a maximum seat 
weight of  110kg. A 100 litre fuel tank gives a cruising range of  6 
hours at 80mph and with generous luggage space behind the seats, 
Cavalon can be considered a genuine cross country touring aircraft. 
Cruise speed is 90mph and Vne is 100mph.

Cavalon holds 
the British BCAR 
section T certification 
for gyro design and 
also recently won a 
prestigious Red Dot 
design award ahead of  
4500 other products 
entered and voted on 
by a 30 member jury.

An Abundance of 
Features

Aside from being 
very user friendly and 
versatile, Cavalon 
offers great visibility, 
comfort and cabin 
space. Seats are fully 

adjustable in position and tilt, and pedals are also adjustable. Doors 
which include good sized air vents, are held open by pneumatic 
struts. There are high intensity LED head lamps, strobes and 
nav lights. A variety of  instrument configurations are available, 
including the latest options in EFIS and MFD systems. 

Flying the Cavalon
Your KiwiFlyer Editor has a good few gyro hours up his sleeve 

and it’s fair to say, I was quite looking forward to a fly of  the new
Auto-Gyro Cavalon.

We start with a typical pre-flight as Tony also points out some of  
the features of  the aircraft. An unavoidable first impression is that 
the Cavalon has been very nicely engineered and manufactured with 
a huge amount of  attention to detail. It’s very European.

I’m not used to fully enclosed gyros. My own is a completely 
open frame Dominator design and I enjoy the aspect of  essentially 
having a chair that flies with nothing around you. I have flown 
partially enclosed Magni Gyros and the Auto-Gyro MTO Sport but 
this will be a new experience. I also have a fair amount of  Robinson 
R22 time and am expecting the Cavalon cabin to be similarly ‘cosy’ 
(read cramped), especially for taller people such as myself. It’s not. 
In fact it is remarkably spacious with plenty of  shoulder room and 
fully adjustable comfortable seating.

We adjust the seat, more for the sake of  it than because it looks 
necessary. Access is easy and the doors hold themselves open with 
pneumatic struts. With feet on pedals, knees are a little raised and 
this would be fine except that the pedals are easily adjustable by a 
very clever slide arrangement operated by reaching down to where 
your feet are resting. I can stretch my legs out and am already 
thinking that this cockpit would be comfortable enough to sleep in. 

It only takes a few moments to acquaint myself  with the quite 
large instrument panel. This aircraft is optioned with a fully 
functional Dynon EFIS which appears to monitor, calculate, store 
and display everything imaginable.

Visibility is excellent, even with the 
large panel taking some of  the lower 
forward view that is always there in partially 
enclosed and open gyros. I can’t look at the 
ground between my feet but there are many 
advantages that are outweighing this small 
compromise.

It’s time to start and taxi to Tauranga’s 
grass crosswind vector. Tony talks me 
through the process which is straight 
forward. Steering is by nose wheel and 
braking by a single lever coupled to the 
throttle for one handed operation. We’re 
not hurrying but the suspension absorbs 
the bumps with no effort.

Lined up now, the pre-rotator is engaged 
electronically with a push of  the stick 
mounted button, again making for safe 
and easy one-handed operation. With stick 
back the blades will comfortably self  (i.e. 
auto) rotate in the wind from 100rpm so it’s 
off  with the pre-rotator and brakes and on 
with the throttle until we are balanced on 
the main wheels and ready to fly. Despite 
Tony’s encouragement (more throttle, more 
throttle, more throttle) I’m being cautious 
with the progression as I get a feel for the 
aircraft’s handling, and we use about half  
the runway to get airborne. Then we’re into 
a steady climb towards the Mount for some 
handling exercises. 

My first airborne impression is that 
being inside the fully enclosed cockpit 
makes this feel remarkably like a fixed 
wing flight. It’s timely to note here that it 
is a hot day and that the cabin ventilation 
and door vents work very well, helped 
also by a retractable overhead sun-screen. 
We throttle back to a cruise speed and the 
noise from our full power climb diminishes. 
With noise cancelling headsets, the cabin is 
a pleasant place to be and communication 
is very relaxing. That’s one big difference to 
an open frame gyro which usually requires 
shouting into the microphone for anything 
to be heard above the racket from the prop 
and wind. 

Now at the Mount, we’re due for a 
reminder that we are indeed flying a gyro. 
That comes by way of  travelling just below 
the summit on the lee side in 15-20kts of  
breeze. Buffeting is there, but it’s minimal 
and not at all uncomfortable – a trait of  
gyros which easily handle wind conditions 
that would ground most other microlight 

Captions above right: 
Cavalon heading towards Mount Maunganui. 

Insets show door open and LED headlight detail.
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contributed by Jill McCaw

In Praise of Local Fying
MY gliding stories often involve amazing feats of  derring-do and 
awesome records broken – gliders going higher, further, faster. I am 
worried that readers of  my column will 
get a skewed idea of  what the sport is all 
about. 

“ The joy is in the flying. 
Where you go or what 
you do while you are 
flying doesn’t matter 
one little bit. ”

A while ago I got involved in an email 
conversation with a Taupo Gliding Club 
member, Warren Pitcher. That sentence 
above is his words and I couldn’t have 
said it better myself. I am a local pilot 
myself. I only rarely fly cross country, 
and even then it barely rates as cross 
country flying compared to what some 
of  my friends and family are doing. I 
tip-toe away from the airfield and if  I’m 
out of  glide range of  my home airfield 
I’m a little bit nervous and I won’t do it 
if  I haven’t got complete confidence in 
the weather conditions and know that 
I can get home again. I’m not saying I 
couldn’t land out. I know the land out 
areas around Omarama and Springfield 
where I do most of  my flying and I’m 
quite confident I could land in any of  
them safely. I just really don’t think it’s 
worth the bother. 

I do fly cross country with other more 
experienced pilots and it is a glorious 
experience. I’ve flown hundreds of  
kilometres and climbed to lofty heights 
with legends and friends. I’ve even had 
‘epic landouts’ on some of  these trips. 
(An ‘epic landout’ is one in which the 
retrieve is more of  an adventure than the flight – for instance 
landing on the surf  beach at Raglan and taking 5 hours to get the 
glider back to the airfield 2 km away.) The thing is I don’t want to 
go through any of  that on my own. I like just pottering around in 
the air. I don’t need to go a long distance to enjoy my flight.

Warren described it perfectly in his email and I’ll going to leave 
the rest of  the column to him. 

“I really enjoyed getting away from the home strip on the odd 
few occasions I flew cross country. But if  I am truly honest, the 
hassle of  retrieve crews and all the extra work, not to mention risk 
taking, higher stress levels, etc of  that sort of  flying meant that I 
enjoyed my flying far more if  I could spent the flight close to home 
base in familiar territory, knowing I would be safely tucked up in my 
own bed after just a brief  walk back from the hangar to my tent. 

 “I remember a flight in Taupo; I flew over four hours, always 

in sight of  home and chatting happily to Christchurch control 
most of  the time, as I mooched about high above Lake Taupo, well 

above seven thousand feet. I could have 
gone in any direction for miles, but the 
place was so beautiful and the lift that 
day was weak wave, silky smooth and 
simply delightful. When I finally landed 
I was met by many stories of  cross 
country flights that had ended far away 
in paddocks with many folk involved 
in long dreary retrieve drives. I had had 
a wonderful time and ended up back 
home with my glider beside my tent and 
my un-driven car collecting dust under 
the tree the other side of  my tent. Such 
contentment!

 “Never feel you have to apologise for 
flying locally, when you may have been 
able to fly many miles cross country in 
some other person’s opinion. I know lots 
of  pilots with a great many hours in their 
logs and far better pilots than I’ll ever be, 
who have never flown away from home 
base, they are all just as much in love 
with gliding as the fanciest cross country 
pilots. Each to his/her own I say.”

 Thanks Warren. I enjoy my thermals 
and my familiar view of  the world from 
on high, every bit as much as those who 
have made it past the curve of  the earth. 
Gliding is an amazing sport that really 
does provide something for all pilots. 
If  you’d like to give it a go, get in touch 
with your local club. Find the details 
on the (newly upgraded) Gliding New 
Zealand website. www.gliding.co.nz

I’m Jill McCaw. For aviation, gliding 
and rugby photos, plus subscriptions 
to SoaringNZ see our (also new and 
upgraded) website: 
 www.mccawmedia.co.nz

Sometimes all you want is a nice safe view of your 
local airfield (Omarama).

Landing on the beach at Raglan was no big deal but 
created an epic retrieve.

Airborne above Lake Taupo is a very scenic place to be.

Magni  M24  VIP www.magnigyro.co.nz Call Mike:  021 422786
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aircraft. The other reminder comes by way of  Tony demonstrating 
some typical gyro manoeuvres. We turn on a dime to fly in the 
other direction, then turn back again for an orbit of  the Mount. I 
take control again 
and try the same, 
expecting that yaw 
and pitch control 
will require more 
attention than 
I’m used to in a 
gyro, due to the 
fully enclosed 
cabin presenting 
so much surface 
area to the relative 
wind – typically 
a problematic 
handling issue for 
pusher configured 
gyros. It’s not 
too bad though, and quite a lot easier than I expected to maintain 
coordinated flight throughout a range of  manoeuvres, although I 
didn’t try to upset things by deliberately flying poorly.

We return to Tauranga and I manage a normal approach 
(discovering that the aircraft is indeed slippery and not all that 
initially interested in descending) and typical gyro-style low speed 
landing into wind again on the grass vector. Later as part of  a photo 
flight, Tony sets us up for a crosswind landing onto the seal (the 
EFIS suggests about 18kts worth). That’s no mean feat in a gyro 
and we land, albeit with a bump (sorry Tony I had to mention it), 

demonstrating both Tony’s confidence in the aircraft and its flight 
envelope versatility. 

Taxiing back to the hangar, I’m wearing my normal gyro grin. 
Pre flight, I had 
wondered whether 
flying in a fully 
enclosed, luxurious 
gyro such as this 
would rob me of  
the ‘fun’ experience 
that gyro flying is. 
And it didn’t. It’s 
not like the open-
air motorcycle in 
the sky I’m used 
to, but it is still 
very enjoyable and 
simultaneousely 
quiet, comfortable, 
and warm. You 

can talk to your passenger easily, open and fold a map, even have a 
cold drink. This is a serious cross country proposition that you can 
comfortably fly in moderate winds and have plenty of  fun doing 
so. If  you’ve been avoiding gyros for reasons of  perceived comfort, 
you need to call Tony and go for a fly in the Cavalon.

For more information
For all enquiries about gyro sales or flight training, contact Tony 

Unwin at Gyrate in Tauranga on 0800-FLY-A-GYRO, 
email: fly@gyrate.co.nz or visit www.gyrate.co.nz

On approach to runway 07 at Tauranga. Top right: Seat backs are easily adjustable for tilt. There is also 
ample luggage space behind the seats. Bottom right: Pedals can be quickly adjusted for reach.
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Contact: Mark Woodhouse
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Professional Aviation 
Ground Courses and 

PilotBooks Training Manuals

Enquiries	and	Enrolments	being	taken	
for the following upcoming courses:

Basic Turbine Knowledge
8-9 May & 30-31 October

ATPL Courses  
3 times in 2013

Autumn, Winter and Spring
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We offer professional training in a
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Malcolm: 027 484 0635  E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz        
www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

Now registered with NZQA

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace moments away

Focused	and	cost	efficient

Our brand new Tecnam Twin is here

Tecnam 2008 arriving shortly

Extensive	new	offices	and	classrooms

Owned and run by airline pilots with 
experience spanning four decades

FLIGHT   TRAINING
Pacific Helicopter Training introduces revolutionary 

safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

We have limited student numbers to 
ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Chris:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

E:  chris@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nzMore safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Training 
now available 

to meet new 
PBN/GPS CAA 
requirements

l RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
l SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV
Train for an airline in one of the best equipped multi-engine turbo charged Senecas in 
the country, with highly experienced instructors that have actual airline experience.

ADVANCED MULTI-ENGINE IFR TRAINING

A: Woodbourne Airport, Blenheim      Ph: 0800 743 432

P: 03 443 4005  
E:	ruth@mountainflying.co.nz

Teaching outstanding skills 
taught to us by the pioneers 
of	mountain	flying.	
Fly in your plane or ours. 
Call	to	enquire	about	
our half and full day 
packages or your individual 
requirements.

www.mountainflying.co.nz

Expect	to	fly	3	to	4	hours	a	day	to	achieve	from	12	to	16	
hours	 flying.	 Spend	 the	whole	 day	with	 us,	 as	we	 stop	
after	each	flying	lesson	for	a	break	and	de-brief	with	a	cup	
of tea and picnic, tailor made to your skill level.  Please 
enquire	about	our	newly	introduced	competitive	NZ	pilot	
hourly	flying	rate	or	pilot	only	rate.

Introduction to Mountain Flying – 4 Day Course 
Next dates: 19th-22nd April           19th-22nd July ENROL NOW

 !



ARRIVALS - January / February 2013  
CSF Diamond DA20-C1 CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
CSG Diamond DA20-C1 CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton Aeroplane 
CSH Diamond DA20-C1 CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton Aeroplane 
CSI Diamond DA20-C1 CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton Aeroplane 
CWX Quad City Challenger II Mr G G Iles  Murupara  Microlight Class 2
DAB Diamond DA20-C1 Hawker Pacific NZ Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane 
EAW Tomark Aero Viper SD-4 Wilson Aviation Limited  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
FCR Cessna 172S CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd  Hamilton Aeroplane 
HBI Aerospatiale AS 350BA James Patrick Scott  Fox Glacier  Helicopter 
HDK Robinson R44 New Zealand Helicopters Limited  Christchurch  Helicopter 
HZZ Eurocopter AS 355 N Skywork Helicopters Ltd  Warkworth  Helicopter 
ICI Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Mr B J Comerford  Porirua  Helicopter 
ICN Bell 47J-2 H F T Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
JET Aero L-29 Double X Aviation Limited  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane 
JWH Cessna T206H Opiki Cropping Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane 
JWK Rans S-7S Courier Mr J W Keenan  Temuka  Microlight Class 2
KCG Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
KCI Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
MCM Gippsland GA8 Milford Sound Flights Limited  Queenstown  Aeroplane 
MVB ATR-GIE ATR 72-212A Mount Cook Airline Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
NAH Piper PA-44-180 Nelson Aviation College Ltd  Motueka  Aeroplane 
PMS Ultramagic S-50 Mr P M Hicks  Matamata  Balloon 
PSC Piper PA-18-135 S P & G J Coulter  Geraldine  Aeroplane 
RHR RANS S-6S Coyote II Mr R D Harpur  Tuatapere  Microlight Class 2
TMJ Auto Flight Single Seat Dominator Mr T M Jefferis  Putaruru  Gyroplane 
UTP Preceptor Ultra Pup Mr T R Smith  Te Awanga  Microlight Class 2
WYX Sonex Aircraft LLC Waiex Mr L B Turner  Whitianga  Microlight Class 2
ZVE Cameron N-133 Balloon Expedition Co of NZ Ltd  Waitakere  Balloon

TRANSFERS - January / February 2013
BUG Cessna 180A Mr B A Hellyer  Kaukapakapa  Aeroplane 
CEO Cessna 172S Wellington Aero Club (Inc)  Wellington  Aeroplane 
CHJ Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr H W Bradley  Turangi  Microlight Class 2
CMZ Fletcher FU24-950M Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
CXM Cessna 177B PSC Aviation Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane 
DAB Diamond DA20-C1 Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane 
DAC AESL Airtourer 150 S R & A Brodie  Winchester  Aeroplane 
DRB Cessna 182T Point Health Pty Ltd  Queenstown  Aeroplane 
DRK Gardan GY-20 Minicab U/L Mr A M Kebbell  Paraparaumu  Microlight Class 2
DTQ Cessna 150H Mr K Horton  Takaka  Aeroplane 
DXZ Cessna U206F Milford Sound Flights Limited  Queenstown Aeroplane 
EBK Piper PA-28-180 Mr A G Barr  Timaru  Aeroplane 
EDA Evans Volksplane VP-1 UL Mr L J Jacobs  Mount Maunganui  Microlight Class 1
EDS Beech F33A Southern Alps Investments Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
ELI Pitts S-2E Mr R G Harris  Papamoa  Aeroplane 
FGV Cessna 172M Ron Frew Family Partnership Ltd  Ohakune  Aeroplane 
FLF Cessna A152 Auckland Aero Club (Inc)  Papakura  Aeroplane 
FNB Piper PA-34-200T R & J Aeroleasing (Partnership)  Napier  Aeroplane 
FWN Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr J W Searle  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
FXY Alpha R2160 Flying Fox Aerobatics Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane 
GEI Schleicher Ka 6CR Mr H L Middleton  Wellsford  Glider 
GHQ Slingsby T.59D Kestrel 19 Mr L W Patterson  Picton  Glider 
GNA Glaser-Dirks DG-200 Mr Apas-Cree  Auckland  Glider 
HBB Bell 206B Helitrips Ltd  Auckland  Helicopter 
HBV Robinson R44 Alabaster Helicopters Ltd  Taihape  Helicopter 
HEQ Robinson R22 Beta Alton Drilling Limited  Pukekohe  Helicopter 
HFP Robinson R44 II Mr D C Carter  Lyttelton  Helicopter 
HGI Bell 47J-2 HNZ New Zealand Limited  Nelson  Helicopter 
HGT Aerospatiale AS 350B Partner Group Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
HMY Eurocopter EC 120 B Air Charter Ltd   Auckland  Helicopter 
HOI Hughes 369D Coast to Coast Helicopters Limited  Mapua  Helicopter 
HOI Hughes 369D Heli Tours Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter 
HOY Robinson R44 II Mr S P MacIntyre  Tauranga  Helicopter 
HSE Aerospatiale AS 350B James Patrick Scott  Fox Glacier  Helicopter 
HVR Robinson R22 Beta Straka Construction & Earthmoving   Silverdale  Helicopter 
HXB Robinson R44 II Partner Group Limited  Auckland  Helicopter 
IBV Aerospatiale AS 350B2 The Helicopter Line Ltd  Queenstown  Helicopter 
IDD Hughes 369D Mr W R Hales  Hanmer Springs  Helicopter 
IHE Robinson R44 II Auckland City Helicopters Ltd  North Shore City  Helicopter 
IHX Robinson R44 II RD Manufacturing Limited  Takanini  Helicopter 
IHX Robinson R44 II Stealth Automotive Limited  Pukekohe  Helicopter 
IJO Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Faram Aviation Group Limited  Hastings  Helicopter 
INO Hughes 369E Ralph Schultz Helicopters Ltd  Maungaturoto  Helicopter 
INP Robinson R44 II Helilease International Trust  Auckland  Helicopter 
JLS Rans S-7S Courier Mrs K Smith  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
JQK Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
JQM Fisher Aero Corp Horizon II Mr F P Reinecke  Hamilton  Microlight Class 2
JSD Cessna 172S Air Hawkes Bay Limited  Hastings  Aeroplane 
KCE Pacific Aerospace 750XL Hinton Skydiving Centre Limited  United Kingdom Aeroplane 
LEI Jabiru UL Mr S Amstad  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
LQA Cessna 172M Arabia Aviation Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane 
LTU Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Aerospread Limited  Napier  Aeroplane 
MAJ Piper PA-38-112 Helicopter Charter Karamea 2006   Karamea  Aeroplane 
MBM Piper PA-44-180T Mr A W Miller  Christchurch  Aeroplane 
MIV Aero Designs Inc. Pulsar XP Mr R A Dawson  Tauranga  Microlight Class 2
MRM Vans RV-8 Mr K B Jane  Hamilton  Amat Built Aeroplane
MTX Micro Aviation Bantam B22S Mr H Parata  Reporoa  Microlight Class 2
NIC Avid Flyer STOL UL Mr R M Cohen  Napier  Microlight Class 2
NPH Cessna A152 New Plymouth Aero Club (Inc)  New Plymouth  Aeroplane 
OWL Jodel D.18 Mr P J Locke  Hokitika  Microlight Class 2
RFX Vans RV 7A Mr A J Scott  Hamilton  Amat Built Aeroplane
SAJ NZ Aerospace FU24-950M Super Air Ltd  Hamilton  Aeroplane 
SKS Aeros Ukraine Skyranger Swift Mr R J Laskey  Palmerston North  Microlight Class 2
TPW Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Griffin Ag-Air Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane 
WEB Bernard Webb Spyder Mono Mr N W Izard  Te Awamutu  Microlight Class 1
WLN NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Phoenix Aviation Ltd  Gore  Aeroplane 
XBD Bede BD-5B Mr A J Vincent  Rolleston  Amat Built Aeroplane

DEPARTURES - January / February 2013  (continued next page)                   
CNZ Piper PA-28-140 The Old Aero Payne Company  North Shore City  Aeroplane W/d
FIV Flying Microlight Mustang Mk.1 Mr M J C Harding  Waimate  Microlight C1 W/d
FRT Piper PA-28-151 Playne Air Limited  North Shore City  Aeroplane W/d

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker	Pacific	are	New	Zealand’s	one-stop	rotary	and	fixed	wing	maintenance	facility	under	one	roof	at	Ardmore.
Contact	Craig	Brown	on	09	295	1639,		email:	craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIXED WING AND ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR AND
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARDMORE ON 09 295 0665

NZ’S ONE-STOP ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE FACILITY ALL UNDER ONE ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Craig Brown  P: 09 295 1639
E: craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.

www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-MCM  Gippsland GA8

THE 8th Gippsland GA8 Airvan to join 
the CAA register has been brought in from 
Australia by Milford Sound Flights Limited. 
Milford Sound Scenic Flights is one of  
the region’s most experienced flightseeing 
operators, flying visitors to Milford Sound 
for over 20 years. They currently operate 
a fleet of  aircraft including fixed wing 
and helicopters. The Gippsland arrived 
in February and will soon be branded 
with company logos before replacing 
their Islanders/Cessna 207 in the tourist 
flightseeing role to Milford Sound. ZK-
MCM is powered by a Lycoming IO-540 
engine and has a three bladed Hartzell 
prop.The aircraft will also be used to 
evaluate the possibility of  future Airvan 
purchases. 

The Gippsland GA8 Airvan is a single 
engine utility aircraft manufactured by 
GippsAero of  Victoria, Australia. 
The aircraft was designed to fill a market 
niche perceived by the manufacturer 
between the Cessna 206 and 208 models. 
It can seat eight including one pilot. It is 
used in various roles, including passenger 
services, freight, sightseeing, parachuting, 
observation and search and rescue. 

ZK-CSF, CSG, CSH and CSI 
Diamond DA-20 C1
THIS month the register sees four more 
Diamond DA-20 aircraft appearing on it 
for CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd of  
Hamilton.

Sheryl Rogerson, Marketing and 
Recruitment Manager for CTC Aviation 
Training, says that these four new aircraft 
are additional to meet their growing 
demand – bringing their current fleet 
number to 39 with more aircraft on order. 

The Diamond DA-20 design has proven to 
be robust and economical in flight training, 
offering good performance, comfort and 
excellent visibility. The aircraft are also very 
economical and ‘safe’ for ab-initio training, 
having good handling characteristics. 
Powered by Lycoming IO-240 engines, they 
cruise at 110 kts and stall at 44 kts (clean) 
or 36 kts (in landing configuration).

The DA-20 features control sticks (as 
opposed to yokes), low-mounted wings, 
a single fuel tank, a T-tail, and a castering 
nose wheel. 

All models have composite airframes 
constructed of  glass- and carbon-fibre 
reinforced plastic. The nose wheel of  the 
DA-20 is not linked to the rudder pedals 
and turns while taxiing are made with 

differential braking, with rudder steering 
becoming more effective as airspeed 
increases.

The DA20 is equipped with a bubble 
canopy vented by small windows on either 
side. Fixed seats (to provide better crash 
protection) are reclined but not adjustable; 
instead the rudder pedals can be easily 
moved fore and aft to accommodate pilots 
of  different height. Various glass cockpit 
options are available.

All four new aircraft have arrived in 
New Zealand and will be on the line by the 
time this issue goes to print. 

ZK-PMS Ultramagic S-50
THE Ultramagic S-50 is the first of  
its type is New Zealand and has been 
imported from Spain by Paul Hicks of  
Matamata. Paul says the attraction of  this 
type of  balloon is the ease by which it can 
be transported, being designed for pilots 

who travel a lot and who need a light 
weight and easy to handle balloon with 
minimum crew. It takes Paul and his wife 
just 10 minutes to be ready for flight. 

The two-person envelope weights less 
than 50kg including bag. Manufactured 
completely from Ultralite nylon fabric, the 
envelope, with 16 gore 8 wire, uses the 

ZK Register Review Profiles provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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contributed by Penny Belworthy
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...continued from previous page 
FTK Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr A R Main  Pukeatua  Microlight C2 Dest
FWE Ultraflight UFS Trike/Vampyre Mr J Osmers  Takaka  Microlight C1 W/d
FYF Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr D C Halliday  Kawakawa  Microlight C2 Dest
GJB LET L-13 Blanik Taranaki Gliding Club (Inc)  New Plymouth  Glider W/d
GKE Schleicher Rhonlerche II Mr P J Ramsbeck  Tairua  Glider W/d
GKN LET L-13 Blanik Marlborough Gliding Club (Inc)  Blenheim  Glider W/d
GVV TeST.SPol.sro TST 10 Atlas M Mr G van Vliet  Hamilton  Microlight C1 Exp
HBI Aerospatiale AS 350BA James Patrick Scott  Fox Glacier  Helicopter Dest
HCG Robinson R22 Beta Mr A J Fairfax  Queenstown  Helicopter Dest
HIG Aerospatiale AS 350B2 Helisika Agricultural Limited  Manukau  Helicopter Dest
HMY Eurocopter EC 120 B Air Charter Ltd Auckland  Helicopter Exp
HPE Aerospatiale AS 355 F1 Helilink Limited  Auckland  Helicopter Exp
HZZ Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Skywork Helicopters Ltd  Warkworth  Helicopter Exp
IHQ Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp
RCG RAF 2000 GTX Mr G Robins  Feilding  Microlight C2 Dest
RDC Benson B8M Gyro-copter Mr G L Woodward  Silverdale  Gyroplane W/d
RDD Benson B8M Gyro-copter Mr G L Woodward  Silverdale  Gyroplane W/d
SWR DH 89A Dragon Rapide Dragon Rapide Aircraft Group Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane Exp
TPE NZ Aerospace FU24-950 Aerial Sowing Limited  Wanganui  Aeroplane W/d
TPK Hawker Hurricane Mk IIA Alpine Fighter Collection (AFC)  Wanaka  Aeroplane Exp
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In our last issue, part two of  John Nicolson’s series on New Zealand’s aerial 
topdressing history covered the venerable Tiger Moth. He continues here with 
another classic and much loved aircraft:   

Ag. Planes Past and Present
Part 3 - The DHC-2 Beaver

AND then came the awesome DHC-2 Beaver (my favourite ag. 
plane of  all), 33 of  which started 
to arrive here from January 1951. 
The big Kiwi 450hp all-metal 
Beaver was the first of  our single 
engine, large-capacity aerial 
topdressers with a payload of  
2,200lb/997kg. In contrast, the 
Aussie ag. Beavers were fitted out 
with a 35 cubic foot hopper that 
could carry only 1850lb/839kg of  
solids or 1000 litres of  chemicals. 

The Beaver has quite chunky, 
high lift wings, at 48ft in length, 
at the expense of  speed. The 
wings are STOL enhanced by 
way of  the their interconnected 
ailerons (or flaperons) that travel 
down with flap to a maximum 
of  15 degrees (the final notch 
of  landing flap is 47 degrees). 
Our ag. Beavers were operating 
here precisely as they were 
intended – at low level in and 
around mountains and valleys 
and operating off  short, mostly 
makeshift runways with heavy 
loads.

The first one (ZK-AXK) went 
to Rural Aviation and was written 
off  in a fatal crash in April 1954. 
Other early registrations were 
ZK-AYT (Rural Aviation Dec 
1951), AZB (Rural Aviation Dec 
1951) and AVL (James Aviation 
Dec 1951). Meanwhile, the aerial 
topdressing people over the ditch 
didn’t get to fly their first DHC 
Beaver topdresser (VH-AAI) 
until July 1957. VH-AAI started 
off  a long line of  VH Beaver 
arrivals (42 in all) that were 
mostly on aerial topdressing duties throughout the peak times of  
the 1960s and 1970s.

The life of ZK-CGX
In June 1964, the 450hp Beaver CGX arrived at DH HQ at 

Wellington for build-up, having its first NZ flight in September that 
year. In October 1964 it was registered to Fieldair of  Gisborne and 
was originally flown by Clive Thorne until October 1966 before 
being flown by various company pilots. It went to Rangitikei Air 
Services Ltd of  Taihape in January 1976, and there sported the 

As classic as classic can get! Dave Bates captured this evocative early 
morning shot of one of Airwork’s DHC-2 Beavers (CPE), flown by Col Bolgar, 
at full stretch on the job at Omihi in April 1977. Retaining some of its former 
Wanganui Aero Work’s colours (July ‘67 to April ‘74 as “Moawhango”), the 
ex-bush plane’s 1,020 ft/min ROC is being put to good use here. CPE was 
with various non-ag. owners following its time with Airwork (to 1982) before 

it underwent a rebuild, after which it was exported to Canada (in 1998), 
becoming C-GTCF. It is still flying there today. Col had previously been flying 
CPE when it was based at Waimate with Airwork (NZ) Ltd. Colman Geza 
Bolgar lost his life in October 1985 when his PL-12 Airtruk (ZK-CJT) struck 
high-tension power lines while working on a farm property near Waimate. 

Airwork also flew Beavers BFO and COV. BFO crashed in North Canterbury 
in 1964 and was later rebuilt and flown by Air Contracts before heading 

to Canada (in 1970) where it was destroyed in a crash in 1972. COV was 
involved in a fatal crash near Timaru, flown by Arthur Rudge, in March 1975.

ZK-CGX, a DHC-2 Beaver Mk1 today flying out of Sidney (Canada) on a 
P&W PT6  turbine engine. (John Nicolson Collection)   

names ‘Kaimanawa’ or ‘Pat Lonergan’ (who flew CGX up until 
early 1978) or ‘Jaws.’ In January 1979 CGX went to Dalhoff  & King 
Aviation Ltd at Ardmore then in April to Aspiring Air Ltd (Wanaka) 
as a people-mover. It was registered to Alistair McMillan at Wanaka 
in February 1982 and then in July 1983 CGX headed back up north 
to Vanair Ltd of  Napier. Registration changed to Owen Harnish of  

Ardmore in October 1983 and 
then to Papakura Motors Ltd. in 
March 1984. In 1993 CGX went 
to Aquatic & Vintage Airways 
Ltd., then in February 1999 it 
was again acquired by Owen 
Harnish. In November 1999 
CGX went to the well-known 
‘Beaver Restorer,’ Frank Wright 
of  Mount Maunganui. In April 
2000, CGX’s ZK registration was 
cancelled to become C-FPSM 
(Canada.) In late 2005, C-FPSM 
was re-equipped with a 550shp 
P&W PT6 turbine engine and 
resurfaced as C-FBVR with 
Viking Air Ltd. C-FBVR is still 
flying out of  Sidney, Canada. 
There were 1,692 Canadian-built 
Beavers produced between 1947 
and 1968.

ZK-BBX and ZK-AZB
As an aside, well known 

Beaver ag. pilot, Jim Frogley 
owns DHC-Beaver Mk1 ZK-
BBX, which was first registered 
to Fieldair Ltd. in early 1953. Jim 
purchased BBX (ex-Aussie) in 
the early 1990s and restored it 
to its original aerial topdressing 
configuration. BBX is today the 
only active topdressing Beaver in 
the world - and was once flown, 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
(when with Fieldair Ltd.) by my 
flying instructor of  the early 
1980s, SCAC CFI Mike (‘MJ’) 
Tucker. 

Beaver ZK-AZB, having first 
flown here in early 1952 with 

Fieldair (with 18 others including BBX) is today flown, with over 
22,000 hours on the clock, by Hallett Griffin, who owned and flew 
it as a topdresser between 1990 and 1992. AZB went to an Aussie 
concern in 1992 and in 2009, in NSW, Hallett crossed the ditch 
to fly his ex-AZB on its last aerial topdressing sortie. The Beaver 
returned to Hallett Griffin in early 2010, following its ZK-AZB 
re-registration, and was then repainted in its original mainly blue-
on-white Fieldair colours. AZB is these days demonstrated, flown 
by Hallett, at airshows and such-like gatherings up and down the 
country.          In the next instalment: The CAC Ceres and Piper Pawnee.

Kiwi Flying History

contributed by John Nicolson with assistance from Dave Paull

Fly a Robinson R22 
at owner’s rates

Based at Ardmore, this fully optioned 
aircraft presents better than new 
after a restoration grade overhaul 

just 150 hours ago. 

No monthly syndicate fee.
No need to purchase a share 

that you can’t sell later. 
No risks of ownership, 

just	the	benefits.

Rates from $285+GST an hour
depending on usage.  

Some conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available. 

Ph: 021 667 866 
or	Email:	rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

 ... from page 40 
latest light weight Kevlar load tapes. The 
basket is plywood. Side walls are made of  
a combination of  durable Cordura covers 
filled with light weight composite materials. 
The MK21 burner,  is a single burner but 
is fitted with double main valves, double 
liquid fire valves, double ultralight liquid 
pilot lights and double igniters. The balloon 
is rated to height of  21,500 feet and the 
envelope has a life of  350 hours.  

Paul says they plan to do some flying 
with the new balloon in New Zealand 
before heading over to Australia.   

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER  (0800 535 937).

Classified deadline for the next issue is 7th May.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement
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NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

5	Sold	-	Enquire	now	for	avialable	slots	in	2013

3 Delivered

CONTACT SKYSALES
P: 0800 ROBINSON   E: info@skysales.co.nz Chris Barry: 021 844 490 Alex Rodger: 021 372 740

ROBINSON R66 TURBINE
Call now for information on this exceptional 
aircraft. 5 Place, Large Baggage Locker, 
RR300 Turbine. An impressive performer!

DEMONSTRATOR 2010 MD500E  
Four Bladed Tail Rotor, Garmin Avionics 
Package, Fargo Aux Fuel Tank, Extended 
Landing Gear, Tinted Windows, Rapid Door 
Removal Hinges. POA.

1994 R44 ASTRO   1712 Hrs TTSN, 
506 Hrs since 12 year overhaul. 

NZ$250,000+GST

2012 R44 Raven II   New aircraft ready for 
immediate delivery. Observation windows, 
high skids, corrosion protection, tan leather 
seats.                $POA

2013 R66 Turbine   White with tan leather 
seats, GPS, dual com, corrosion protection.  
                        $POA

2013 R66 Turbine   Metallic blue, tan 
leather seats, GPS with dual com, 
A/H with Slip/Skid.                             $POA

ROBINSON, MD, BELL, EUROCOPTER, 
SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT 

YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.skysales.co.nz

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary 
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class. 
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.

Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz   www.cabri.co.nz

CONTACT  FLIGHTLINE 
P: 0800 CESSNA    E: info@flightline.co.nz 

Chris Barry: 021 844 490   
E: chris.barry@flightline.co.nz

ATTENTION R44 OWNERS   
Sapphire Premium Overhauled Engines for sale. 
Exchange O-540-F1B5 (RT) from $45,995+GST, 
Exchange IO-540-AE1A5 from $49,995+GST. For 
more information visit www.flightline.co.nz or phone 
Tony van Tiel on 021 637 606 or 
Alan Hockey on 03 486 2754.

QUALITY NEW & USED AIRCRAFT

1977 CESSNA U206H 8000 Hrs TTSN, 
Engine 540 TSO, Prop 680 TSO.   NZ$195,000+GST

1982 CESSNA 182R 3980 Hrs TTSN, 901 Hrs TSO, 
New Prop.  FOR TENDER

2004 CESSNA T182T 650 Hrs TTSN, G1000, 
KAP140 Auto Pilot.  US$312,000+GST

2005 CESSNA 182T 1672 Hrs TTSN, G1000, AP140.   
 US$251,000+GST

2006 CESSNA T182T 360 Hrs TTSN, G1000, 
Air Con, Bose Single Port.  US$350,000+GST

2013 CESSNA J182T Register your expression of 
interest in the new diesel engine powered Cessna 
Skylane. 155kt cruise and max endurance of 12.3 Hrs.

1974 MOONEY M20-F Executive 2650 TTSN, new 
2012 interior, Engine 227 TSO.   NZ$110,000+GST

2006 SCHWEIZER 300 CBi 900 Hrs TTSN, Aux Fuel 
Tank, Cargo Hook, Load Cell, Bear Paws…  $POA

CESSNA, PIPER, BEECH, FIXED OR ROTARY 
WING, SINGLE OR TWIN ENGINE, TELL US WHAT 

YOU WANT AND WE WILL FIND IT!

www.flightline.co.nz

Fantasy Air Allegro 2000

New July 2006, One owner 
Excellent Condition, 8.20 Hours

Rotax 912 ULS 100HP
Corrosion X Treated,

Garmin CXT Transponder, 
Intercom & 2 headsets, Wingtip Strobes, 

Carb and Cabin Heat, Door Vents, 
Always hangared since new.

Price: $95,000 (cost $128,000 incl. freight)
Hangar also available for sale at $85,000.

Contact Owner: 
David Colwill

Ph: 07 868 1416.

Alpi Pioneer 300

$95,000 ono   
Rotax 912 ULS with soft start ignition. 

GT Propellers Prop., Retractable undercarriage. 
Disc brakes, Steerable nose wheel. 

VHF radio, GPS, Transponder with mode C.
TT  airframe and engine approx 575 hrs 

The aircraft is located at Kerikeri.  
Ph. 027 291 3630

Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International	Aircraft	Sales	and	Acquisitions	for	45	years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

1979 CESSNA 421C ‘GOLDEN EAGLE’   ZK-TRC  
11,675 Hrs SN. SIDS compliant. Engines 980 & 706 Since O/H. 
8 place pressurised cabin. Upgraded avionics. Excellent paint & 
interior. Air-con. Full de-ice. 2233 lbs useful. Air ambulance kit 
available. Just off Part 135. Call for details. Immediately available.

																Buy	it	and	we	will	teach	you	to	fly	it	!

1981 Cessna Citation 501 (ISP)   ZK-NDT   4673 Hrs SN. Original factory engines 1188 
hrs since P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records. 
Cescom. Multiple interior configs. Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft and operate to/from small airports. 
Fresh major inspections. Hangarage, Crew & Management available! US$515,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna T210-N Turbo Centurion II 
ZK-ETI   4951 Hours SN. Superb 6 seat high performance 
transport. Great Garmin and King IFR Avionics. EFIS HSI. 
Tip tanks. 388 Hrs to 1600 Hr TBO. Hangared at Ardmore. 
Asking $199,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1980 Cessna 404 Titan 
ZK-NDY US$499,900 +GST.

2010 Piper PA-44-180 Seminole    ZK-NNN
As new with only 132 Hours Since Factory New. Avidyne Entegra. Glass Cockpit 
with Garmin COMS, NAVS, GPS, Audio and Tranponder. S-TEC 55 Auto-pilot. 
Asking US$525,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1969 Piper PA32-260 Cherokee Six-B  ZK-ENZ  15504 
Hours SN. Lycoming O-540 1998 since factory new in 1982. Calendar 
time to Jan 2021. Prop 756 since o/h. Garmin GNC-250 COM/GPS & 
Transponder. King KX-170 and KY-195B VHF COMS. 7 Seats. Cargo 
door. Fwd & rear baggage. Asking $59,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

1976 PIPER PA-31-310C NAVAJO C   ZK-JGA  
11,880 Hrs. Engines 901 & 203 Hrs Since New. Props 98 Hrs Since 
O/haul. King avionics. Full de-ice. Crew & cargo doors. 
High gross mod. 2249 lbs useful. Nice paint & 8 place interior. 
Just off Part 135. Call for details. Immediately available.

Classic Tiger Moth 
ZK-CYC NZ$139,900 no GST.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk II   ZK-KAS   Tidy 
example. 8820 Hrs SN. Lycoming O320-D2J. 160 HP. 2000 
Hr TBO. 1112 Hours since factory o/h 2008. 2 Cessna NAV-
COMS, Transponder, ADF, DME, VOR/ILS. 100 hr inspection 
and ARA March 2012.  $85,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

1998 Eagle 150B   ZK-EGL   
Only 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, Transponder, 
Intercom. Std Eagle Factory Equip. Full Gyro 
Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 lph. Factory 
demonstrator. $75,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

COLLECTORS
EDITION
Using images captured during 
the test flying around
Auckland, this calendar 
contains a  spectacular 
collection of air to air images 
supplemented by detailed 
close-ups of the intricate 
workings of the iconic 
Mosquito. 
A3 size on heavy board. 
Only available from:

warbirdrestoration.co.nz/shop.html

The initial three issues of this comprehensive aviation directory. Similar style to the well 
known Janes All the World’s Aircraft. Michael J Taylor Editor in Chief 
Each title is a hardcover volume ranging from 672 pages through to 967 for the last edition. 
Billed as the world’s most comprehensive aviation reference work, covering thousands of 
aircraft types in service and development - civil, business and military aircraft, airships, 
gliders and recreational aircraft, etc. Each entry has a detailed description, with full 
specification. Plus listings of aircraft companies worldwide, engine performance tables, 
radar, missiles, and more. 
It is an invaluable reference work for air forces, commercial airline and fleet operators, 
manufacturers and subcontractors, and other professional organisations in the industry. 
Each edition is fully revised from the previous edition. Entries from edition one (1996-97) do 
not appear in the subsequent editions and reference must be made to the earlier volume. 
Volume two was published 1999-2000 while volume three under a Flight International 
publishing banner was published in 2002. There were no further issues published. Each 
book weighs about 3.5 kg. On-line examples offshore retail for about US$40 plus freight. 
These 3 books are available for NZ$120 freight free to any NZ address. 
Contact Graeme on 07 889 7928 or email: graeme@porter.net.nz

Brassey’s World Aircraft & Systems Directories
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Places to Go: Ashburton
ASHBURTON is a place I have enjoyed 
since I was a child because it has a fantastic 
airstrip, a friendly aero club, no landing fees 
and most importantly, great shopping. 

Flying there is relatively easy, even 
without a GPS. The trick if  you are 
approaching from inland is to spot the 
several tributaries of  the Ashburton river. 
Arrival overhead is standard but a good 
number of  aircraft fly out of  NZAS so you 
will most likely hear which runway is in 
use before you get there. If  you have never 
been to the bi-annual SAA (Sports Aircraft 
Association) fly in every second February 
then put the 2015 date on your calendar 
now! It is well worth it and the hospitality 
is fantastic - a good excuse to visit mid 
Canterbury.

There is ample parking for your aircraft 
and town is only a short drive away. The 
taxi will pick you up (03 308 2288) and 
doesn’t cost much. Before you go though, 
it is well worth checking out the aviation 
museum. Ashburton Aviation Museum is 
home to Southern DC3’s Heritage Airliner, 
ZK-AMY, known affectionately as Amy. 
Amy is crewed by industry pilots and 
is available for charter by arrangement. 
This grand old airliner is entrusted to 
the museum in perpetuity and earns her 
keep by providing visitors with a taste of  
the ‘Golden Years of  Air Travel’. www.
southerndc3.co.nz. There are many other 
aircraft to see here, including a Harrier 
Jump Jet, older piston engine machines and 
historical gliders.

You’ll find many accommodation 
options once you arrive in town. Try and 
check in at Taylors Motel which is very 
good so you will have to book in advance. 
Alternately the Hotel Ashburton is a lovely 
spot with nice rooms and a great restaurant. 
Many pilots may remember this venue 
from the Instructor Seminars which always 
provide entertainment and good learning. 
If  you are out and about and looking for 
fast delicious food there is a Thai restaurant 
in town. I can also recommend Robbie’s 
Bar and Restaurant which has a good 
atmosphere and good old fashioned pub 
meals.  

One thing I really like about Ashburton 
is the shops. I’ve shopped in Ashburton 
for years - my favourite place is the mall.  It 
is at the southern end of  town and has a 
great clothing shop with jeans that actually 

fit us Kiwi girls; you may pay a little more 
but they wear for years and are well worth 
it. Venture further into the mall (which in 
typical Kiwi style leads from one street out 
to another), and you will find my favourite 
café half  way in on the left. Picture old 
fashioned pastries filled with cream and 
dusted with castor sugar that Granny used 
to serve… or dainty tasty savouries and 
you’ll know what I mean when I say I can’t 
walk past this shop.

Unique Jewellery is a small shop just 
down from the mall which is owned by 
Jeweller Adrian Waddell. He manufactures 
incredible designs and is happy to create 
something different for that special 
occasion.  

Being a farming town I have always 
found Ashburton to be reasonably priced 
and full of  friendly people. Brent and Kelly 
Duncan are an example of  this, running 
Anglers Retreat Adventures. Quinnat 
Salmon enter the local Canterbury Rivers, 
after spending three years at sea, some 
weighing over 15lb. Visiting Ashburton 
is an opportunity to experience the 
exhilaration of  catching these highly sort 
after sports fish. 

Brent has spent most of  his life fishing 
these distinguished braided rivers, and 
enjoys passing on his knowledge and 
expertise to other keen fishermen and 
women. He will also provide a pick up 
service if  you are staying in town.

Half  day & whole day fishing trips are 
catered to all levels of  expertise. Fishing 
rods, gear and waders are provided along 
with access provided by jet boat to some 
of  the harder to reach spots. Email: 
fishybrent@hotmail.co.nz 

If  you haven’t been to Methven I would 
highly recommend a drive to there while 
in the district. It is a spectacular trip and 
the township itself  is really nice. Do not 
go past the blue cod at the Blue Pub. If  
you are a ski buff  then winter is when to 
go. Hire your skis from Jace at Jace’s Ski 
Hutt as he has been in the industry as long 
as I have been flying. Lastly if  you haven’t 
tried the hot air balloon experience then 
stop making excuses and go for it! Aoraki 
Balloon Safaris is based at Methven and 
flights start from $340.

Check out www.midcanterburynz.com 
for more information on this wonderful 
area.

Salmon abound in local Canterbury Rivers.

Aoraki Balloon Safaris is based at Methven.

Ashburton Aviation Museum is well worth a visit.

NZAS Ashburton Airfield.

Places to Go

contributed by Ruth Presland

KiwiFlyer

The view from Mt. Hutt.



Authorised Rockwell Collins Dealer: Business and Regional Systems
Contact	Harry	Van	Der	Hoeven	 	 	 |	 	 	P:	09	295	1638	 	 	 |	 	 	M:	021	942	633	 	 	 |	 	 	E:	Harry.VanDerHoeven@hawkerpacific.com

	 www.rockwellcollins.com								www.hawkerpacific.com					

Pro Line 21TM  Integrated Avionics System installed in King Air 350 (above)

VenueTM High Definition Cabin Management System (right)

l  Full sales and service of Rockwell Collins products 
l  Rockwell Collins rental / exchange service 
l  Rockwell Collins maintenance and repair 
l  New installation and upgrade of existing systems


