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Tecnam P92 Echo Classic ML/LSA

From the Editor

Just one more example of the incredible Tecnam Range
- the most extensive in the GA world.
From Microlight to LSA to IFR Certified Singles and Twins
and everything in between, we have your needs covered.
Fly with confidence. Your investment is backed by
our Service Network supporting more than
250 Tecnam aircraft in Australasia.

This issue marks five years of KiwiFlyer Magazines
which reminds me it must also be my fifth wedding
anniversary. KiwiFlyer #1 came off the printing
presses the day before the big event. It makes that
easy to remember, just being a question of recalling
when we published the first issue! Since then, every
issue has been posted for free to every registered
aircraft operator and all aviation businesses in New
Zealand. KiwiFlyer is also available on retail sale and
by subscription for those not qualifying for the free
copies. We’ve distributed more than 150,000 copies
since we started. All back issues and articles get
posted to our website for free download too, with
downloads now exceeding 60,000 per annum. It’s a
good time to say a huge thanks to our advertisers,
many of whom have been on board since the
beginning and never missed an issue. It is their
support that enables us to send out so many free
copies so please return the favour whenever you
need aviation products or services.
This issue includes our annual Guide to Aviation
Training. A wide range of training providers are
profiled and there is editorial included that will
be of general industry interest. Mark Woodhouse
has contributed an informed opinion piece on the
current training situation and where he thinks trends
in training should be heading. With various content
on advanced training included, this section of the
magazine is not aimed only at ab-initio students, so
don’t skip it just because you already have a licence.
Or if you know someone who is considering a flying
career, refer them to this issue of KiwiFlyer. The
Training Guide is available on our website for free
download.
We never ran a picture of the Mosquito on our cover
when it was in New Zealand, so it seemed fitting
to do this to celebrate its arrival on the USA and
Canada airshow circuits. Gavin Conroy and Warren
Denholm were there with it and had a great time,
albeit they were sorry to see it leave NZ shores.

Fly Away from

NZ

$104,000

Includes freight, registration, flight permit,
and delivery to your airfield. Price is +GST.

As well as the Training Guide, this issue includes all
of our regular content so please enjoy. If you want
something extra to read, send us your name and
enter to win one of our copies of Bill Black’s new
book. We have four to give away. Or just buy one.
There’s plenty of interesting aviation tales within.
Our next issue will include a Maintenance
Supplement. Contact us soon if you provide
maintenance products or services and would like to
be involved.

Proud Pioneers of Light Sport Aircraft
09 298 9144

021 832 626

info@tecnam.co.nz

www.tecnam.co.nz

Fly safe,

Michael Norton

Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine
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7. Certified Electronic Ignition Kits

Performance Aviation and Electroair now
offer fully STC’ed electronic ignition kits for
most Lycoming and Continental engines.

8. Mosquito KA114 in the USA and Canada

Restored by Avspecs in New Zealand, KA114
is now resident in the USA and delighting local
airshow enthusiasts.

15. Aviation Policy Warranties and Conditions

Bill Beard from Avsure explains some of the
things you should know about your insurance.

16. Skyleader Aircraft now available in NZ

Czech built Skyleader aircraft are now available
in New Zealand from Sky Freedom Aviation.

17. Mount Cook Airspace no longer free

Restricting the last piece of truly unrestricted
airspace over Mt. Cook has upset more than a
few glider pilots. Jill McCaw explains why.

20. The KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training

Our annual Guide to Aviation Training covers
some 26 pages this year and includes training
opportunities from ab-initio to advanced.

26. Trends in Training New Airline Pilots

Mark Woodhouse offers an informed opinion
on the state of the training industry and where
he thinks things should be heading.

34. Innovative new Learning Products

Waypoints Aviation have developed several
new theory learning products that will run on
smartphone and tablet devices.

47. Book Review: Bill Black’s Story

We review ‘I Did It My Way’, the recently
published book on Bill Black’s life.

48. Hawker Tempest Project for sale

You could own the only airworthy Hawker
Tempest, now under restoration at Ardmore.

51. Soaring in the Wave

Jill McCaw tells of some fun flights, climbing
for free in Southern Alps wave conditions.

		
54. Ag. Planes Past and Present

John Nicolson continues his series. This time
it’s profiles on the Super Cub and Pawnee.

62. Places to Go: Glenorchy

Ruth Presland visits one of her local strips.

15. Accidents and Incidents
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Front Cover: Jerry Yagen’s Chief Pilot, Mike Spalding
flying Mosquito KA114 in Canada. Warren Denholm is
alongside in the cockpit. Gavin Conroy photograph.
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Industry News Briefs
FREE Book
Giveaway

KiwiFlyer
has 4 copies
of the new
book on Bill
Black’s life
of aviation
(valued at
$40) to give
away to
readers. See
our Book
Review on
page 47 of this issue. To enter the draw, just
send us an email to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
or phone Michael on 0800 535 937. We’ll
draw one entry a week during October.

Tallon iPad Mount in a R22

The Robinson R22 that KiwiFlyer
flys from time to time now has a Tallon
iPad mount fitted. We can report it works
exceptionally well and is quite vibration
free. The mounting location pictured is
out of the way of passenger knees, clear
of all instruments and easily accessible to
pilot or passenger. Phone 0800 TALLON
or visit www.tallonsystems.com for more
information on the options available.

Precious Metal in pocket size

Gavin Conroy’s popular WWII Fighter
book ‘Precious Metal’ is now available in a
‘pocket’ size (127x178mm) for the reduced
price of $24.99 (the full size version is
$59.99). Both versions are available from
the publisher’s website
www.craigpotton.co.nz
iPad mount from Tallon Systems installed in a R22
New Waypoints Aviation iPhone Theory
App, e-Books and online Mock Exams

Aviation Medicals available at Ardmore

For the first time since the 1990s, there
is again a CAA medical examiner operating
on the airfield at Ardmore. Dr David
Powell, who is ex-RNZAF and was Chief
Medical Officer for Air New Zealand for
12 years, has a hangar in Kittyhawk Lane
which incorporates his consulting rooms as
well as housing his syndicate Cessna 182.
David is an active pilot with CPL on both
aeroplanes and helicopters. He is available
for medicals by appointment only and can
examine for NZCAA, CASA, and Canada.
Bookings can be made with him directly on
021 747427 or david@flyingmedicine.com
or (soon) online via his website
www.flyingmedicine.com
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Study and revision for aviation theory
has become easier with innovative new
products from Waypoints Aviation. A free
iPhone App can be loaded with flashcard
questions on each of the theory subjects,
the popular PilotBooks series will soon
be available as searchable e-books, and
online Mock (practice) exams have been
developed for PPL subjects, BTK and
some ATPL subjects. These are styled on
the real ASL examinations with a unique
set of questions per exam that cover the
full syllabus of each subject. See page 34 of
this issue of KiwiFlyer for a full overview
of these innovative new learning tools or
visit www.waypoints.co.nz

The Waypoints Aviation iPhone Theory App.
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BRS parachutes now available for RV7
and RV9 series aircraft

Local distributor for BRS, Leading
Edge Aviation has released a system with
a full fitting kit to suit RV7 and RV9 series
aircraft. For more information see advert
on page 58. Contact Bryn Lockie on
09 973 5119 or email: bryn@lockie.co.nz
CTC hosts nearly 200 guests at
September open day

CTC Aviation Training hosted nearly
200 guests at their recent open day in
Hamilton on 7 September – the most ever
to attend one of these events.
Two Jetstar pilots, both former CTC
Aviation Training (NZ) Limited instructors,
provided personal insights relating to
their aviation careers at the flight training
organisation’s 7 September open day.
More than three years ago, CTC began
training pilots for Jetstar through its
CTC Wings programme. 26 CTC Wings
graduates and former CTC instructors are
now flying across the Tasman with the
airline and 6 others will join them in a few
months’ time.
CTC open day attendees also received
information about CTC’s new Qatar
Wings programme, which is open to New
Zealanders to apply and provides the
opportunity to become a pilot for Qatar
Airways.

Aspiring pilots at the CTC Open Day
Maintenance Supplement in next issue

The next issue of KiwiFlyer will
include a Maintenance Supplement with
maintenance focused articles and profiles
of maintenance providers, products and
services. Maintenance providers who would
like to be included should contact us early
by email: editor@kiwiflyer.so.nz or phone
Michael on 0800 535 937. We can prepare
material for you, to your direction, at no
cost. The deadline for booking space is 21st
October, though contacting us before then
is preferable so that we have more time to
work on content for you if required.
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Products and Services
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New Products

Certified Electronic Ignition Kits

now available for a wide range of 4 cylinder aircraft engines
KiwiFlyer first met up with Matt Bailey of Wanaka based
Performance Aviation back in 2009 when they launched their new
PowerFlow exhaust system for the Robinson R22 Beta helicopter.
This was designed by Performance Aviation in association with
PowerFlow Systems Inc., for whom they are preferred dealers in the
Pacific region. On the R22, the Powerflow system offered improved
hot and high performance, more efficient
carb and cabin heat, and up to 5 litres
per hour of fuel savings. Back then Matt
explained that, alongside of traditional
helicopter and fixed wing maintenance, one
of Performance Aviation’s goals was to
save operators money by introducing better
solutions for known problems.
That philosophy continues with
Performance Aviation now offering
Electroair electronic ignition systems
which are FAA certified and STC approved
for a large variety of 4 cylinder fixed
wing aircraft. Matt says they are delighted to have been recently
appointed as Australasian dealers for Electroair and that this
obviously fits in very well with their PowerFlow agency.
Benefits of the Electroair EIS-41000

Contact Owen Walker
Phone: 09 295 1407
Fax:
09 296 1728
Mobile: 021 987 397
Email: owen.walker@apaero.co.nz

The EIS-41000 series of Electronic Ignition Kits are fully
STC’d for most Lycoming and Continental 4 cylinder engines. Kits
cover the range of direct drive (non-impulse coupled) and impulse
coupled magnetos for both normal and counter-rotating engines
with 12V or 24V systems. Electroair kits include all parts (except
for switches and circuit breakers which tend to be client specific) to
replace the direct drive (typically right hand) magneto.
Electroair say that replacing one magneto with the EIS-41000
will typically improve fuel economy on average by 10-15% (many
operators have reported consistent fuel savings of 1gph or greater).
Additionally there will be an improvement in horsepower, smoother
engine operation, and improved high altitude performance.
Matt says that customers can also expect easier starting and
longer spark plug life with less fouling. Most parts on the EIS41000 are not life limited, contributing towards lower maintenance
costs and an expectation that the system will comfortably pay for
itself within the first 1000 hours.

Electroair history and development

Electroair was started in the USA in 1992 by Jeff Rose who
had become interested in electronic ignition systems and their
application on experimental aircraft (Jeff having built several).
As the technical challenges of coupling the ignition system
to an aircraft engine were overcome, Jeff turned his attention to
developing an appropriate timing curve
which would take advantage of variable
timing. In aircraft applications, efficiencies
in both power and fuel consumption can
be realised if ignition timing is varied based
on altitude changes. Magnetos have fixed
timing, which was based essentially on the
highest load conditions for an engine typically at full-power, sea level operations.
Jeff developed a Manifold Air Pressure
(MAP) sensor that would supply a signal to
the ignition system to adjust ignition timing
as MAP changed.
Focusing on experimental aircraft, Jeff developed systems for
a wide variety of aeromotive and automotive engines. Now under
new ownership, Electroair received its first STC for an electronic
ignition system in July 2011 and has since completed a major
expansion of their Approved Model List (AML) by adding several
aircraft models that use 4 cylinder Lycoming and Continental
engines, including the O-200, IO-240, C-85, C-90 and more.
Electroair continues to work with OEMs in an effort to expand the
Approved Model List and has approximately 90% of certified 4
cylinder engines now covered.
The company has worked with numerous flight schools and
fleet operators to assist in fleet-wide implementation of electronic
ignition systems and is continuing to expand its operation, staff, and
international distribution network.
For more information

More information is available
on the Electroair website, www.
electroair.net or contact Matt Bailey at Performance Aviation on 03
443 8989 or 021 744 588, email: matt@performanceaviation.co.nz
or visit www.performanceaviation.co.nz Performance Aviation are
also on Facebook at www.facebook.com/PerformanceAviationLtd

www.apaero.com.au
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If you have a new product and want to tell everyone in the NZ aviation community - Contact KiwiFlyer today on 0800 KFLYER.
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contributed by Gavin Conroy

Mosquito KA114 in the USA and Canada

I THINK it would be fair to say that most aviation buffs had
withdrawal symptoms after Mosquito KA114 displayed in New
Zealand for the last time at Wings Over Wairarapa 2013. During its
last display by Dave Phillips, I put the camera down and just took
it all in as I thought that would be the last time I would see it fly. It
was a lump in the throat moment for most of the people watching.
We had been very lucky to see the Mosquito flying actively in
the North Island thanks to the support of owner Jerry Yagen, plus
Warren Denholm and his team at Avspecs and also the airshow
organisers who secured the aircraft for displays at Ardmore and
Masterton. I don’t think anyone expected to see the Mossie flying in
New Zealand as much as it did but Jerry and Warren were keen for
the public to see it in the air, something we are all grateful for.
After that last display at Masterton we flew home to Omaka
in the Nanchang thinking about the next chapter in the story of
this magnificent aeroplane. When the Mosquito arrived back at
Ardmore following the airshow it was disassembled and packed into
a special container designed by Avspecs. The aircraft was so big that
normal shipping containers would not accommodate it.
I was at Ardmore one day when the guys were wrapping up
different components for shipping. They were so careful with every
single piece as some components involved a great many hours of
work. They had of course enjoyed coming to work every morning
and finding their work of art sitting there waiting to fly. Warren said
one day “it is very cool just to have the aeroplane around” and after
many years of restoration that was understandable!
So as the truck drove away with the Mosquito on the back we all
knew that the aeroplane was finally leaving our shores for good and
reading through posts on aviation forums it was clear that many
people were sad to see it go. Although we all knew it was going to
a fantastic flying museum, many Warbird fans in New Zealand will
always consider KA114 to be ‘Our’ Mosquito.
It was more than just an aeroplane. It took many years of blood
sweat and tears to get the Mosquito flying and as so many people
saw it being restored or flying, it captured the imagination of more

The Mossie has just had its engines removed
during the dismantling process at Ardmore.
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people than any other restoration I can think of in recent times.
It was also an aircraft that some people’s fathers and grandfathers
flew so it allowed the relatives of these brave men see this type fly,
and many of those family members had not ever seen one on the
ground let alone in the air. Well known Warbird pilot Brett Emeny
said his father flew them during WWII, my father recalled seeing
them fly out of Woodbourne many years ago, and photographer
Neville Dawson remembers cycling out to MOTAT when he was
a young lad to sit in the cockpit of the example there - so the
connections people had with the type were endless.
To the USA

Off she went on a container ship bound for the USA and a few
weeks later Andy Hosking and Russell Jenkins from Avspecs flew
out to Virginia to help put the aircraft together with Jerry Yagen’s
team at the Military Aircraft Museum. Warren Denholm arrived
later to check over the assembly of the aeroplane and to work
through the FAA process prior to first flight.
Meanwhile a test pilot was needed to fly the Mosquito in the
USA and that role was filled by Jerry Yagen’s Chief Pilot, Mike
Spalding. Mike has a lot of experience in a wide range of Warbirds
including time in a P-40 Kittyhawk, Wildcat, and A1 Skyraider etc.,
but he had not flown a Mosquito before. He spent a lot of time in
contact with Dave Phillips, Keith Skilling, and former Mosquito
pilot George Stewart, learning all he could about the aeroplane - its
good points and bad points. As beautiful as the aeroplane is, it can
bite. The pilots will tell you it is nice to fly, but the take-off and
landing phases can be difficult and single engine performance is not
good in the low speed range. Dave and Keith also provided notes
on flying the aeroplane and Mike said he was very impressed by the
level of information that Dave had put together in the lead up to
and including the test flying.
Mike Spalding said flying the Mosquito was a huge honour. He
went on to say, “When you are flying it under 200mph it feels like
a bomber, but over 250mph it feels like a fighter and it is a real
honour to fly this aeroplane. One does have to be careful as flying
the one and only airworthy Mosquito means total respect and
concentration is needed.”
I had travelled to Virginia Beach to see the aeroplane fly and
spent the week leading up to the Jerry Yagen’s WWII themed
airshow (May 18-20) there. I saw it fly a few times during Mike
Spalding’s test/familiarisation flights and one person I spoke to said
“I was at Chino last week and saw five P-38 Lightnings fly together
- and one Mosquito was a lot better than five of them.”

Avspecs at Virginia Beach. L to R: Barry McAlley,
Warren Denholm, Shona Beckham, Russell Jenkins.
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 30

Mossie pilot Mike Spalding after a test flight.
(Always the best time to get a pilot to smile easily!)
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Gavin Conroy

Mosquito KA114 needs no introduction to New Zealand aviation enthusiasts.
Now domiciled in the USA, it has been thrilling aviation buffs there just the
same as it did while flying in NZ. Gavin Conroy as well as Warren Denholm
and members of the Avspecs team who restored the aircraft were all in
Virginia to see the aircraft fly and perform for the first time in its new home.
Gavin wrote this article on their trip so that KiwiFlyer readers could share
what was a great experience and a fitting finale to the New Zealand chapter
of KA114’s story.

Mosquito KA114 flies over Hamilton in Canada during the six ship practice for the Hamilton Airshow.
Jerry Yagen’s Chief Pilot, Mike Spalding is flying from the left seat and the smiling face on the right belongs to Warren Denholm.
Star Attraction at the Virginia Beach Airshow

The aircraft was to be the star attraction at the airshow but bad
weather sadly prevented this. Rain overnight had made the grass
runway unusable to the heavier aircraft and as the Mosquito can be
tricky to take off and land as mentioned earlier, the aircraft had to
stay on the ground.
Although it did not fly, the ropes around the Mosquito were
dropped during the show so that people could get up close to
the aircraft and everyone was blown away by the quality of the
restoration. They all knew where the aircraft was restored and had
nothing but positive things to say about the Kiwi restoration team
and their efforts to produce a masterpiece. Many people did ask
me whether the word ‘Kiwi’ was a derogatory term as they did not
know what a Kiwi was and thought it might be slang for something,
but they sure knew what a Mosquito was.
Everywhere you looked there were some amazing airworthy
aircraft like an Avro Lancaster, Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress,
Junkers JU-52, Goodyear FG-1D Corsair, Curtiss Helldiver, North
American B-25 Mitchell, Yak-3, Supermarine Spitfire, North

The crowd gathers for the ‘Mosquito Memories’
forum at Hamilton in Canada.

American P-51D Mustang, Hawker Hurricane, Focke Wulf Fw-190,
Grumman Wildcat, C-46 Commando and Douglas DC-3 but the
Mosquito was the star attraction.
I had not forgotten a conversation at Ardmore in September
last year when I said to Jerry, “People in the USA are just going to
love this aeroplane when you get it flying there” and his reply was
“well it is hard to say, you New Zealanders love the airplane and the
British will like it too, but in the US unless it has stars and bars on
the wings, some people find it difficult to connect with”. However
that first show demonstrated how highly regarded the Mosquito is
and no doubt it will be a star wherever it goes.
I caught up with Jerry Yagen after the show and he was very
disappointed that the weather had prevented the crowd from seeing
Mosquito fly. It just goes to show how deep his passion is when the
experience the crowd takes away is his first priority.
To Hamilton in Canada

In June the Mossie would fly to Hamilton in Canada to fly at a
show held by the Canadian Warplane Heritage museum, where a

Warren Denholm speaks about restoring KA114.
The crowd were hanging off his every word.

The Military Aircraft Museum in Virginia. Home for
KA114, alongside a Spitfire and Hurricane.

KiwiFlyer invites readers to send in contributions that will be of general interest to the NZ aviation community. Call us to discuss.
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HELISPECS
helicopter maintenance limited

celebrating 30 years of maintaining working helicopters

HELISPRAY by HELISPECS
the originator of the carbon fibre boom concept

for Robinson R44

l Lightweight, 72kg with 4hp
Honda l Low mass oscillation
absorbing carbon fibre booms
l All stainless / carbon fibre
construction means zero
corrosion l Fast and simple
installation and removal
l Single boom isolation option

for AS350 B2, B3,
and Super C
l 1000 litre capacity with
room for foaming l Belly
tank incorporating simple one
person installation and removal
l Forward mounted carbon
fibre booms l Optional light
weight carbon fibre tank
l Single boom isolation option
l Accurate, pressure operated
contents gauge in pilot’s
console l Dump doors open
and close from pilot’s controls
for fire fighting and partial
load dumps l Designed by
Operators for Operators
l Competitively priced
l Buy NZ made

couple of New Zealanders would be centre stage again. I was also
going to head over as I had planned the trip to Canada after seeing
the last display flight at Masterton so for the second time in the
space of a month I headed to the other side of the world to see
KA114 fly again.
The Canadian Warplane Heritage museum is based at Hamilton
airport and the organisation is funded purely by donations. That’s
amazing when you think that they operate an Avro Lancaster, B-25
Mitchell, Fairey Firefly and a Westland Lysander. There are more
aircraft in the collection, some static and some airworthy.
Each year they run a Father’s Day airshow which is a big event
and this year the Mosquito was to be the star and for a very good
reason. KA114 was originally built under license in Canada so it
had a significant connection with the country and its arrival before
the show was eagerly anticipated. The staff on the counter in
the museum must have got tired of people asking “When is the
Mosquito coming?”.
On the Wednesday afternoon before the show the Mosquito
cruised overhead (which was of great relief to the organisers). The
following morning I caught up with Warren Denholm as he had
come back and along with him was Keith Skilling.
A special forum type of event was organised called ‘Mosquito
Memories’ where several people spoke about the Mosquito in
general as well as about this actual aeroplane which was also the
back drop for the event. It was obvious that people in Canada were
big fans of the Mosquito just like us Kiwis, as KA114 was built
there - so they too had a strong connection with the aeroplane. It
was fantastic to hear Warren and Keith speak about the Mosquito;
Warren talked about the huge job of restoring the aeroplane and
Keith spoke mainly about the flying. Listening to them speak,
I couldn’t help but think that the aeroplane was really an extra
member of their families.

Gavin Conroy

KiwiFlyer Feature

It has been a long time since an airworthy pair of these aircraft have been seen together. The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum’s
Avro Lancaster (one of only two airworthy examples) and the Mosquito were star attractions at the show in Virginia, but the Mossie took top spot.
The Flight of a Lifetime

All we needed to do following that event was to watch the
airshow, but not before we had the opportunity for a flight over the
Ontario region. This flight was to be a bit different - and the flight
of a lifetime for three Kiwis. The highlight of the airshow was to
be a segment called ‘Music of the Merlin’s’, but a practise flight
was needed first - so once the aircraft were fuelled and ready to go
Warren flew with Mike in the Mosquito, Keith flew in the Lancaster,
and I was able to photograph them from a B-25 Mitchell. Other
aircraft were involved as well; Jerry Yagen made his Hurricane and
Spitfire available as did Vintage Wings of Canada so we were now
up to six aircraft in the formation powered by 10 Merlin engines.
During the first part of the flight we flew around the flight of
six which was an amazing sight and once finished, the four fighters
left the formation to land but the Mosquito and Lancaster stayed

with the B-25. The Lancaster flew up alongside and was in very
close formation. In fact we had to ask the pilot to move out a bit as
we could not get the whole aircraft into the frame! The sound was
amazing as we could hear every power change as that big aeroplane
maintained an impeccable formation on the B-25.
The Lancaster left the formation and that left just the Mosquito
and although I could not see it I knew where it was. So it was down
on my hands and knees crawling to the back of the aeroplane, to
the rear Gunner’s position and there it was, the Mosquito head on
just as you see it on the cover. It really was an incredible sight. Mike
brought the aircraft in nice and close and the smiles from Mike and
Warren were clearly evident!
Finally the Mosquito broke away to land. It was great to see it up
close one last time and I felt very fortunate to have been there. To
have Warren and Keith on board the other aeroplanes really was the

R44 BAGGAGE PODS by HELISPECS
l 220 litres capacity per pod
l Light weight - each pod only
weighs 14kg l 250lb structural
load per pod l Vented for
animal carriage l Removable
drain bung for cleaning l
Simple 30 second installation
or removal l Elegant design
and excellent functionality

HELIPOWER by HELISPECS

Battery Installation for Bell 206, AS350, MD369C,D,E,F,530F,600N
l Maintenance free sealed lead acid batteries
l Light weight - 15lb saving over conventional lead acid battery
l 16 amp hours (typical NiCad is only 13 amp hours l Improved starting
l Initial installation $1800+gst l Replacement batteries $700+gst

R44 GROUND
HANDLING WHEELS
Gavin Conroy

l Eliminates twisting loads l Increased skid
clearance l Telescoping handle

Phone Roger at HELISPECS
on 027 498 2812 to discuss
all your helicopter requirements
or email: heli.specs@hotmail.com
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This formation was known as ‘Music of the Merlins’ at the Hamilton airshow. The sight and sound was amazing as six aircraft with ten Merlins flew overhead.
The Lancaster is operated by Canadian Warplane Heritage. The Mosquito and a Spitfire and Hurricane are operated by Jerry Yagen. The other Hurricane and
Spitfire are operated by Vintage Wings Of Canada.
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Would you like to see something different in KiwiFlyer or perhaps contribute yourself ? Contact us with your ideas.
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icing on the cake and the smiles afterwards were quite priceless.
When we landed and shut down, the Lancaster was not in its
normal parking space. For a start that was a bit of a worry but
it was actually still up flying, as once it left the formation Keith
Skilling climbed into the co-pilots seat to have a fly of it himself.
This was hugely significant for him. His father flew Lancasters
during WWII and flying in a Lancaster was something Keith had
always wanted to do. Here he was flying this big aeroplane just like
his father did all those years ago.
Hamilton Airshow and a Ten Merlin Flypast

1

4

7

8

John McCaw

6

5

A Dream Realised

ROBINSON R44 KAYAK RACKS
Safe, efficient
method of carrying
kayaks and clients
into remote rivers
Step between
kayak and cabin
provides access to
rear cabin doors
Up to 2 kayaks can
be carried
Installed price:
$5000+GST

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR HUGHES 500 C, D & E MODELS
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Then came Airshow Day and a lot of different aircraft flew.
The Canadian Air Force attended with their aerobatic team the
Snowbirds flying nine Tutor jet trainers - and an aggressive display
from a CF-18 Hornet was also good to watch. There were many
different Warbirds flying including a Fw-190, Me 262 jet, Skyraider,
Lysander, and the list goes on. Matt Younkin flew his full aerobatic
routine in a Beech 18 which needed to be seen to be believed.
Finally it was time to see the formation of six Merlin powered
aircraft fly. Just watching the aircraft taxi out sent shivers down the
spine. On the Saturday of the show the display did not work out
as a Spitfire ended up with a punctured tail wheel tyre during taxi.
That meant we were down to five aircraft but it was still pure magic.
Rain poured down on Sunday morning but miraculously
cleared just minutes before the airshow started and on that day the
planned formation happened. Six British aircraft in close formation
overhead was amazing to see and hear as they flew three big orbits
for the crowd. The commentator did get a grilling from a few
people as he found it difficult to just let the aeroplanes talk during
the flypasts but I guess the excitement of what was going on got
to him as well. The aircraft broke to land but the Mosquito stayed
airborne and flew a few passes before heading directly home to
Virginia following the airshow.
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Captions:
1&2. The Canadian Air Force demonstration team
‘The Snowbirds’ are very popular in Canada. The
nine ship team displays full team and solo moves,
while also breaking off into three and four ship
units. There are quite a few impressive head to
head passes. The team operate Tutor trainers (no
longer actually used for training pilots in Canada).
3. A Canadian Air Force CF-18A Hornet blasts
off for its display at the Hamilton airshow. Lots of
afterburner use kept the crowd well entertained.
4. Jerry Yagen flying his beautiful Rapide at
Virginia Beach. This aircraft was restored by
Avspecs and is known as “the bosses favourite”
which says a lot when you look at the collection of
aircraft he owns.
5. Matt Younkin flies an impressive aerobatic
routine in his Beech 18.
6-8. These aircraft are all operated by the Military
Aviation Museum. The Junkers JU52 makes a low
pass at Virginia Beach while the Skyraider and
Fw-190 are seen flying at the Hamilton show.
9. Gavin Conroy, shooting at the Mosquito from
the rear Gunner’s position in the B-25 Mitchell.
Warren Denholm took the photo.

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Finally, a quick word about Jerry Yagen who realised a dream for
so many of us. When it comes to restoring an aircraft whether it be
a Mustang, Harvard or Mosquito, the owner can choose the level at
which he or she wants the aircraft restored to. If the owner wants
everything done to perfection there is a huge cost to that. When
you look at the Mosquito it has been restored to that very top level.
All of the stencilling work was done and there were literally dozens
of those, each one painted on by hand. All of the detailing in the
cockpit, bomb bay, etc. is complete and it even has a gun sight
fitted. It’s as good as it gets and every minor detail has been seen to.
This aircraft has been described by former Mosquito pilot
George Stewart as the best Mosquito he has ever seen. He flew
them in combat during WWII and went on to train Chinese pilots
on the type after the war, accumulated more than 1000 hours on
type. So if anyone knows what a factory built Mosquito looks like,
it is George.
For the team at Avspecs to be able to take the aircraft to that
level is a huge credit to them and also to Jerry. He has financed the
aircraft since day one and has been very passionate about it and was
fully involved with the project.
So as much as we all miss seeing KA114 flying in New Zealand,
‘Our’ Mosquito is now thrilling people in different parts of the
world, at the same time impressing upon them the quality and
dedication of the warbird restoration industry in New Zealand.
We can all be proud.

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their advertisement in KiwiFlyer.

Based in Alexandra and covering
all the Southern Lakes area.
Seats and carpets for all aviation
applications including
Microlights, GA, Helicopters
and Commercial.
All approved materials.

KANNAD 406 XS-4 PLB and ELTs
406MHz PLB weighs 150 grams and is very small.
Comply with NZ CAA Microlight/Gliding requirements.

KANNAD 406AF Compact or Integra
XS4GPS PLB now only $487 +GST

www.aviationsafety.co.nz
Phone 07 543 0075
Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz
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Avsure Insurance Feature
contributed by Bill Beard

Shipshape, Inside & Out…
Nothing Protects Like…

www.corrosionX.co.nz
CorrosionX not only prevents corrosion, it actually
stops it. Its unique Polar Bonding technology
makes it different – and better than anything
else you can buy. CorrosionX and its
application is designed for
general aviation.
Many other CorrosionX
Products available.
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Aviation Policy
Warranties and Conditions
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RejeX is an advanced polymer
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treatment – not wax or polish, that seals
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and protects aircraft, cars, boats and almost
th va
any painted surface against bug splats,
Au re a
a
bird droppings, exhaust stains, oil,
grease, tar and other dirt and grime.
Plus RejeX leaves an unbeatable
deep, long lasting shine.

Aeroflight Holdings Ltd.
Kiwi owned and operated since 1992

Contact: Martyn Thompson FAA DAR-T P: 09 2998900 M: 0294 932900 E: corrosionx@xtra.co.nz

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE
Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport
20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore
Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Large Apron
Sealed Taxiway
Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188
Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz

THE TERM ‘warranty’ as used in an
aircraft insurance policy differs from the
use of the term in relation to other types
of contracts. A warranty is a term in a
policy which requires strict compliance by
the Insured.
Predominantly the term is used in
relation to approved pilots under the
policy. The Pilot Warranty may stipulate
a schedule of named pilots or a guideline
as to minimum qualification or levels of
experience under an Open Pilot Warranty.
Important aspects to bear in mind are:

• Be acutely aware of your Pilot Warranty
at all times because in the case of
a claim, a breach of any warranty
entitles the Insurers to avoid the
policy regardless of the fact that the
warranty may not be material to the
risk and also regardless of whether the
loss is in fact caused by the breach of
warranty.
• Compliance with all air navigation and
airworthiness orders and ensuring
that the aircraft is airworthy at the
commencement of each flight. Of
absolute importance is to ensure
your ARA and BFR are current and
ensure that all employees and users
of your aircraft comply with such
requirements.

The following exclusions apply to all
aircraft policies:

• Whilst an aircraft is being used for any

•

•

•

•

illegal purpose or for any purpose or
use other than that included in the
policy.
Whilst the aircraft and/or components
are being transported by any means
of conveyance except as a result of an
accident.
Whilst the aircraft is being piloted
by any person other than stated in
the schedule (the exception is that
the aircraft may be operated on the
ground by any person competent for
that purpose).
Whilst the total number of passengers
being carried in the aircraft exceeds
the declared maximum number of
passenger seats stated in the schedule.
Whilst the aircraft is landing on or
taking off or attempting to do so
from a place that does not comply
with the recommended take-off/
landing distances specified in the
pilots handbook.

There are other “do’s and don’t’s” but
generally these are the important ones and
if you ensure compliance with the above
bullet points then the chances of a claim
being denied would be very remote.
For more information

To discuss this topic or any other
aviation insurance questions, contact Bill
Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.
Full policy wordings are listed on our
website at www.avsure.co.nz
Contact us for a
free no obligation
quotation on any
aviation insurance
requirement you have
AIRCRAFT

Avsure provides the most competitive
insurance programmes available in the
Aviation Industry. When considering
your aircraft insurance, you
definitely need the best ADVICE,
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES.
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance
isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!
A division of Boston Marks Group Limited
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Pleasure & Business Aircraft
Charter l Aircraft Sales
Flying Schools l Aero Clubs
Agricultural l Helicopters

AVIATION LIABILITY
l
l

Premises
Chemical

l
l

Airports l Products
Hangarkeepers

PROPERTY
l

Hangars and Contents

PERSONAL
l
l

Pilot Personal Accident
Passengers l Pilots term life

P: 09 298 8206 or 0800 322 206 F: 09 298 8218
E: insure@avsure.co.nz www.avsure.co.nz

Accident and Incident Reports
are provided courtesy of

Type:		
Robinson R22 HKE
Location: Forest Range Stn POB: 1
Operation: Mustering
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
23 June 2013
Report:
The helicopter’s tail rotor struck
terrain/snow during a stock mustering
operation. The pilot was unable to control
the helicopter and while attempting to land
the helicopter rolled over.
Type:		
Skystar Outback 5 RJA
Location: Waipukurau
POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
19 May 2013
Report:
Aircraft bounced after landing,
resulting in a loss of control. The left wing
and the propeller struck the ground, with
damage also caused to the fuselage and tail.
Type:		
Whittaker MW65 MWS
Location: Mercer
POB: 1
Operation: Private Other
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
15 August 2013
Report:
Aircraft ran out of fuel and made
a forced landing into a paddock.
Type:		
Rans S-6ES Coyote II AJB
Location: Rangiora
POB: 1
Operation: Training Solo
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
13 August 2013
Report:
Solo student elected to conduct
their approach at a higher airspeed than
usual due to bumpy conditions. The
aircraft touched down flat and fast,
possibly nose wheel first. The pilot over
corrected, with three or four bounces
resulting in the nose gear collapsing and
the aircraft overturning.
Type:		
Avid Mk 4 JDF
Location: West Coast
POB: 2
Operation: Private Other
Injuries: Nil
Date:		
17 August 2013
Report:
After touching down on the river
bed, as the aircraft was slowing down,
the rudder authority was lost and aircraft
started to enter a ground loop. Pilot
applied full power to correct the ground
loop but the right wheel struck a log which
spun the aircraft 90 degrees. The aircraft
pitched onto its nose and the propeller
struck the ground. The left wing tip also
struck the ground before the aircraft came
to rest on its wheels.
Type:		
Bantam B22S
Location: Tokomaru West POB: 1
Operation: Private Other
Injuries: 1
Date:		
4 July 2013
Report:
Aircraft landed safely but throttle
jammed and aircraft went out of control
going down a gully and hitting a tree.
Please note: These weekly accident reports are sourced from
www.caa.govt.nz and contain information as reported to the CAA
recently. As such, the accuracy of the information supplied cannot
be guaranteed. Refer to www.caa.govt.nz for other details which
may be added as more information is received by the Authority.

This page is sponsored by Avsure. To enquire about other sponsorship opportunities in KiwiFlyer, contact Michael on 0800 535 937.
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New Aircraft Profile

Guest Comment

Skyleader Aircraft now available in NZ
Bruce Conway of SkyFreedom Aviation has recently been
appointed as the New Zealand dealer for Skyleader aircraft and is
awaiting delivery of a carbon/composite GP One.
Bruce selected this 2-seat aircraft after visiting ten aero clubs
and flight schools. The GP One
was seen as being affordable and
of high quality - and instructors,
farmers and recreational flyers liked
its 600kg MTOW, fuel-efficient
shape and robust undercarriage.
Bruce says that the GP One
has been optimised as a trainer,
having a radio, 80hp engine,
adjustable prop, long-range tanks
and in-built parachute. Flight
schools and commercial operators
will register the GP One as a
Light Sport Aircraft for GA pilot
training or adventure aviation, while
individuals and clubs may register it
as a Microlight.

adds that, “The spacious ‘GA-feel’ SL 600 flagship shares its beefy
trailing-link landing gear with the wide-body SL 500. The younger
set will go for the sporty SL 400.” Options include retractable gear,
Fowler flaps, constant-speed prop and glass cockpit.
SkyFreedom Aviation

Bruce has had a lifelong interest
in aviation and reflects that his
experience in outdoor education
and retail has provided him with
sound business knowledge and
the ability to relate to a wide range
of people. He believes clients
value his trustworthiness, good
communication and commitment
to fair pricing.
Before engaging with Skyleader,
Bruce says he, “talked with their
dealers and owners in other
countries. Skyleader’s philosophy
impressed me, particularly their
relationships with people. It was
reassuring to find that Lubomir Vit
About Skyleader
(International Sales Manager) had
Since 1996, Skyleader have
Top: The Skyleader GP One. Above: Skyleader’s flagship SL 600.
lived in NZ for 18 months. He is
manufactured aircraft in the Czech
very willing to listen to what Kiwi owners might think.”
Republic. Czech manufacturers, known for hi-tech gliders, durable
Bruce is looking forward to introducing people to the GP One,
microlights and innovative GA planes, actually claim over 25%
especially at the Tauranga Air Show in late January. He is keen to
share of the LSA market in the USA. Skyleader is not a small
talk with flight schools or clubs about subsidised leases.
player. They are heavily involved in research and commercial
aspects, including producing doors for the Airbus A320 airliner.
They co-operate internationally on developing flight simulators and
For more information
UAVs, with a key role in the record-breaking ENFICA-FC electric
A number of purchase options are offered, including rewarding
aeroplane project.
Skyleader owners for demonstrating their aircraft, EarlyBird
Skyleader’s range includes the GP One, plus the all-metal
Specials, maintenance vouchers and learn-to-fly in your own
Skyleader 100, 400, 500 and 600. They offer good value-for-money,
aircraft. The SkyFreedom Aviation website www.skyfreedom.co.nz
including corrosion protection. Bruce reports that hundreds of
contains a wealth of information on Skyleader aircraft. For other
Skyleader aircraft are flown throughout the world, and are known
questions and pricing contact Bruce Conway on 027 577 3111 or by
for superb flying, low operating costs, ruggedness and safety. He
email to: bruce@skyfreedom.co.nz
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contributed by Jill McCaw

Mt. Cook Airspace
no longer free
Glider pilots have forever enjoyed unrestricted airspace over Aoraki / Mount
Cook, but this is soon to be no more. Needless to say they’re not happy about
it. Jill McCaw puts forward the Gliding NZ case:

ON 14th November this year New Zealand pilots lose one of the
most significant volumes of airspace which had previously been
uncontrolled. In spite of 70 submissions against and two for the
proposal, CAA has ruled that the airspace over Mt Cook above
FL 245 should now be controlled Class C airspace. While it is true
that very few pilots are ever likely to want to fly above FL 245, and
as the likelihood of having an IFR flight in this area above this is
also rare, we could assume that Airways would issue a clearance for
a glider wanting to fly above this. However Gliding New Zealand
(GNZ) sees this as another thin end of a wedge and glider pilots
are up in arms. CAA also stated that it is giving consideration to
lowering the floor of this airspace to FL 175, which is well below
the levels that gliders commonly operate in wave conditions.
Multiple world record holder, glider pilot, Terry Delore says,
“For the gliding movement air space is the most important resource
we have and it is being steadily eroded so bureaucracy can grow
and jobs can be justified. Since the introduction of transponders
in the ‘90s controlled air space has increased over 2000%. They
told us transponders would reduce the amount of controlled air
space. ‘Yeah Right’. This air space in the vicinity of Mt Cook is not
theirs to give away or take from us, it is
“... It is in a national resource and Gliding is by far
New Zealand’s the biggest user.
In reply to the proposal to change
economic this airspace, Trevor Mollard on behalf
interest to retain of GNZ stated: “The Uncontrolled
at Mount Cook is Unique.
the Mt. Cook Airspace
The consultation document completely
uncontrolled underestimates the impact controlled
airspace.” airspace at Mt Cook would have on
the gliding community. We view it as
an aerial extension of the National Park which lies beneath it and
an area worthy of World Heritage status. This strong emotional
response occurs because the area is very special with just the right
combination of mountains, wind and sun to generate enormously

A GlideOmarama.com Duo Discus approaches the South Ridge of Mount Cook.
Picture: Marty Taylor/Gavin Wills - Soaring Landscapes

powerful lee wave systems on a regular basis. The availability of
uncontrolled airspace at all levels; a safe operating environment
located within a politically stable country makes this area unique in
the literal sense.”
And also: “It is in New Zealand’s economic interest to retain
the Mt Cook uncontrolled airspace. This unique combination of
features attracts glider pilots from all over New Zealand and the
rest of the world and makes a very real contribution to the local and
national economy far in excess of the alleged benefits to be derived
from the proposal. Imposing controlled airspace would materially
harm this wonderful aeronautical asset and diminish its economic
value to the nation.”
Safety issues regarding the extension of Class C airspace are also
of concern. There is no evidence that there would be any improved

For feedback on any of our content in KiwiFlyer, phone 0800 535 937 or email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
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REDBIRD FLIGHT SIMULATION

The Full Motion Experience
Now available at Ardmore and approved for use in training pilots
under Part 61 and Part 141 for the following purposes:
l Accumulating instrument ground time for Licence or Rating issue.
l Maintaining instrument rating currency.
l Maintaining instrument approach currency.
l Completion of an instrument rating annual competency demonstration.
l Completion of the demonstration required for an additional
make and model of GNSS navigation aid.
l
l
l
l

This is the most cost effective and realistic flying you can do without leaving the ground.
Available for hire to Pilots and Flight Training Organisations with approved Instructors.
Perfect for learning and refining cross wind, short field and mountain flying techniques.
Panels for Cessna 172 / G1000 or standard, Beech Baron with G430, G530 and auto-pilot.
Contact Mike Foster at Executive Flight Services
Phone: 021 321 417
Email: michaelffoster@msn.com
Executive Flight Services are the Australasian Distributors for Redbird Flight Simulations Inc.
Enquiries for simulator purchases are also welcome.
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separation.” A quick look at the great circle route for this flight
shows that the flight passes well to the south of the South Island
and nowhere near Mt Cook. The Airways argument used incorrect
assumptions and overstated any benefits to be gained. Both
submissions were effectively addressed by GNZ’s submission.
In light of this GNZ President Nigel Davy has approached the
Director of CAA, asking him to personally review the Qantas and
Airways submissions versus the GNZ submission and the airspace
policy document. The Director has agreed to do this, but he
couldn’t say when.
In recent years GNZ has fought battles over airspace in the
Waikato with mixed results. This ‘Airspace Grab’ in the Waikato
was instigated by the activities of flight training organisations rapid
expansion of their operations and the (apparent) inability of the
Air Traffic Control system to manage this without ‘grabbing’ more
uncontrolled airspace.
Gliding relies on reasonable volumes of uncontrolled airspace
in areas where there are appropriate lift sources to operate. Cross
country gliding is the essence of the sport. The squeeze created
by reclassifying uncontrolled airspace to controlled, is insidiously
killing our sport. This is even more galling when we see the
beneficiaries of these reclassifications are foreign based companies.
In a country that has relatively few commercial air movements
it seems ludicrous to restrict operations by recreational pilots to
the degree being applied. We believe CAA NZ are being unduly
influenced by commercial operators who lobby for controlled
airspace. Glider pilots would like to see GA pilots get behind
our attempts to regain or retain uncontrolled airspace. If you are
interested in the issue or want to help, please email GNZ President
Nigel Davy at nigeldavy@clear.net.nz

Supplement Edition

safety for commercial flights in this area as Air New Zealand has
already taken the deliberate decision to route west of the main
divide in the interests of crew safety and passenger comfort.
They are experienced operators and are well aware of the hazards
associated with the rapid onset of clear air turbulence caused by
mountain lee waves. Gliding safety however would be compromised
with controller workload increased. The introduction of numerous
VFR gliders into the airways system will generate a workload
an order of magnitude greater than is saved by the reduction
associated with IFR deviations from track. A particular challenge
will be the provision of mutual traffic information between ten
or more gliders all utilising the same energy line. At present glider
pilots chatter amongst themselves passing on soaring information,
position reports, visual sightings and intentions to achieve a safe
soaring environment. This chatter would be most unwelcome on a
control frequency. With the best will in the world a ground based
controller cannot hope to equal the safety standards gliding achieves
on its own.
Recent new Performance Based Navigation, Arrival and
Departure procedures into and out of Queenstown came into use
in 2012. These tracks which have received world acclaim do not
infringe the area in question. The only regular use IFR track that is
impacted is the one between Christchurch and Melbourne which
has an artificial dog leg to track north of this airspace. This dog leg
is small and has traditionally been in place and accepted by users.
GNZ asked CAA for the details of the two submissions (Qantas
and Airways NZ) in favour of the change. The Qantas submission
was just a very short email, the substance of which was, “We are
seeking this upgrade to ATS services to allow our scheduled B747
Sydney-Santiago operation to traverse the airspace with controlled
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The KiwiFlyer
Guide to
Aviation Training
WELCOME to the KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training
in New Zealand. This special annual supplement includes
articles related to aviation training as well as profiles and advice
from a number of flight training providers from around the
country. Participants in this Guide cover a very broad spectrum
of aviation in New Zealand and readers will find a wealth
of opportunity for flight training whether it be a microlight
certificate for Sunday flying, a PPL to take the family on holiday
by helicopter, a glider or gyroplane rating, through to fully
structured programmes designed to place the career pilot in
immediate airline employment as soon as their qualifications are
completed.
There has been a lot of restructuring in the training industry
during the last couple of years. Student loan funding availability
has changed and changed again, dramatically affecting the
business planning of numerous training providers, not to
mention the number of students now coming through the
system. Later in this KiwiFlyer Supplement, Mark Woodhouse
offers a well-informed opinion on the trends he sees occurring
in the training of new airline pilots.
More than 1000 copies of this issue of the magazine are
being sent to Careers Officers at every Secondary School in
New Zealand and students interested in aviation will find plenty
of options to consider from the information within. Training
is no longer limited to just practical and theory tuition either.
Academic opportunities abound for University degrees in
aviation disciplines that can extend all the way to Doctorate
level research.
There is also much included for existing pilots to consider
in terms of getting current for summer or refreshing and
extending skills to a higher level.
Even those who might not be immediately interested in
training for themselves should find it interesting to look through
this guide and observe the many and varied training approaches
that are available. The range extends from small companies and
personal one-on-one tuition through to large corporates with
fleets of aircraft, an array of lecture facilities and purpose built
student accommodation, and everything in between.
In most cases, participants in the guide provided their own
material for publishing and often are speaking directly to
prospective students. Several have taken the opportunity to tell
of student achievements that they are justifiably proud of.
Our industry is a close one and word of mouth is a frequent
and trusted form of recommendation. Even if additional or
currency training is not immediately for you; if someone asks
for your advice on matters of training, please refer them to
this Guide and support those organisations who have made
the effort to become involved with it. The Guide is also
available for download from our website along with most other
KiwiFlyer articles and back issues.
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Take Off With
IZARDAIR
LEARN to fly with IZARDAIR in Natures Ultimate Playground
– Great Lake Taupo! The Central Plateau offers the avid flyer
a variety of terrain, weather conditions and flight challenges –
therefore broadening your flying skills and experience. Combine
this with stunning aerial scenery, a vibrant tourist town and awesome
recreational pursuits for an unparalleled training environment.
The team at IZARDAIR are passionate to see you fulfil your flying
dreams. Our flight instructors have over 40 years’ experience and
are dedicated to mentor each student toward their personal goals.
Whether you are keen to begin a career in aviation, are returning to
the cockpit, or interested in flying for fun, our professional team
will guide you through your individual journey.
We pride ourselves on offering personalised one to one training
for every student. All of our classroom tuition and study time is
free of charge, so you can learn at your own pace, and invest your
valuable dollars in real flying time. With two full-time instructors
operating seven days a week, getting airborne is easy!
Choose from our top quality Cessna 172s or brand new Tecnam
2008s. All of our aircraft have been fitted with modern avionics and
GPS equipment. Aircraft quality and safety is our priority.
You might like to learn to fly for recreational fun, perhaps to
take friends for a scenic flight over Mt. Ruapehu? Or you can train
for your full Microlight, Private Pilot or Commercial Pilot licences,
or renew your Biennial Flight Review. Introductory Taster Flights
start from just $120, with various training packages and terms to
choose from.
Being a small localised operation, we have close affiliations with
central North Island aviation operators, creating possible links to
future employment opportunities. Some of our previous students
have gained employment with commercial airlines, charter and
scenic flight operators, and agricultural flying to name a few.
So if flying’s your passion, come in and chat with our friendly
team at Hangar 8, Taupo Airport – we’re located just three doors
to the right of the airport terminal. See our contact details at right.
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A Flying Start with Ardmore Flying School
WHETHER you are choosing aviation as a career or simply for
the sheer thrill of flying, selecting the right flying school is vital to
your success.
Ardmore Flying School is focused on the quality of training
delivered to ensure high
employment outcomes for their
graduates. Students training at
Ardmore Flying School have
access to a large modern fleet
of fixed wing aircraft, the latest
in online training materials
and instructors with up to 40
years worth of experience. This
combined with training at the
busiest aerodrome in the country,
access to a major New Zealand
city and the various terrain
training grounds, turns students
into experienced pilots ready to
start working in the real world.
Ardmore Flying School also
has a global community with
students and instructors from
New Zealand and worldwide
preparing students for their future
in aviation. Current students and
instructors have travelled from
China, India, Middle East, South
Africa, Japan, France, Australia
and the South Pacific to complete
their training here and teach the
next generation of pilots.

creating additional programmes to give students extra knowledge
to help them further develop themselves as pilots. This is reflected
in our results with 99% of students successfully completing their
courses in 2012 as recently published by the Tertiary Education
Commission.
Full Funding Available
to Eligible Students

New students training at
Ardmore Flying School will
continue to gain access to
student loan funding, however
they will need to meet certain
requirements to secure a student
loan placement to complete
the New Zealand Diploma in
Aviation qualification.
Applications for student loan
placements will be accepted with
the following:
l NCEA Level 2 or 3 years
worth of work experience
l Successful completion of the
Private Pilot Licence
l ADAPT Pre-screening test –
score Average or above
l Formal Interview
For those students who do not
have access to funding for their
Private Pilot Licence, you may be
eligible to apply for an additional
loan through Ardmore Flying
School. For more information
please email our Enrolments
team: enrolments@ardmore.co.nz

Courses Offered

Ardmore Flying School is
approved by NZQA to deliver
the New Zealand Diploma in
Aviation (Flight Instruction and
Airline Preparation) qualifications.
These qualifications are
designed to deliver to students a
professional training programme
preparing students for their
future careers.
These qualifications include
the following courses:
l Commercial Pilot Licence
(Theory and Practical)
l Instrument Rating
(Theory and Practical)
l C-Cat Instructor Rating
l Airline Transport Pilot Licence (Theory)
l Basic Gas Turbine Knowledge (Theory)
l Crew Resource Management Course
Students can complete the New Zealand Diploma in Aviation
within a two year period. Ardmore Flying School is also considered
to be an innovative thinker in the flight training arena; constantly
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Why train in Auckland, New Zealand?

Located at Ardmore Airport, South Auckland; Ardmore Flying School students train
at the busiest airport in New Zealand, as well as being in close proximity to Auckland
International Airport.
Weather conditions at Ardmore rank among the best in New Zealand with only the very
odd day where operations have to be cancelled due to adverse weather. The training area
and surrounding districts also offer diverse topographic and climatic conditions, which
create more experienced students, as they have been exposed to real world and varied flight
conditions.
Our training facilities include:
l 17 R model Cessna 172s (including aircraft equipped with Garmin 1000 glass cockpit)
l 3 Beechcraft Duchess with Garmin 430 GPS
l 1 Frasca Truflite twin engine aircraft simulator with 180 degree visuals
l 1 Frasca G1000 glass cockpit simulator for a C172R
l 3 Electronic Briefing rooms and 4 classrooms

Professional Aviation
Ground Courses and
PilotBooks Training Manuals
Enquiries and Enrolments being taken
for the following upcoming courses:

For more information

To stay up to date with news, photos and events at Ardmore Flying School, students can:
Visit www.ardmore.co.nz
Check us out on Facebook www.facebook.com/ArdmoreFlyingSchool
Email: enrolments@ardmore.co.nz
Call 0800 Ardmore
Or come in and chat with one of our Enrolments team.
This is a great time to get a flying start to your career as a pilot, with pilot shortages present
in most regions worldwide. Ardmore Flying School prides itself on innovative thinking
and an excellent reputation for providing well trained graduates to airlines and the aviation
industry as a whole, so start your training with us today!
l
l
l
l
l

Basic Turbine Knowledge
30-31 October

ATPL Courses

Spring 2103
Autumn 2014
See our website for details
PilotBooks Training Manuals for:

PPL, CPL,
IR, BTK and ATPL
See our website for full information

www.waypoints.co.nz
Contact: Mark Woodhouse
waypoints@clear.net.nz

Jobs! Jobs! Jobs!
Graduate Program - late 2014

Like any career, graduating
with your New Zealand Diploma
in Aviation is only the beginning.
All commercial airline operators
look for pilots with several
hours experience. So how do
graduates go about getting that
all important first job?
Ardmore Flying School
is launching their Graduate
Programme in late 2014. This
programme is designed to bridge
the gap for more students to
go from graduating, to securing a job with an airline. These will
include Instructor Exchanges, Internships and Advanced Training
(including Type Ratings), all located in New Zealand and overseas.
To be eligible to join, graduates must have completed training at
Ardmore Flying School. For more information, keep an eye on
www.ardmore.co.nz
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CTC Aviation

Training tomorrow’s
airline pilots today !

LOCATED JUST 20 minutes north of Auckland’s CBD, North Shore
Helicopter Training (NSHT) is one of New Zealand’s most highly
respected helicopter training organisations. Approved by NZQA to
offer the Diploma in Aviation, and also certified as a Part 141 Training
Organisation by the CAA, the company has an enviable accident-free
track record of training ab-initio through to instructor pilots. CFI Roy
Crane has extensive commercial experience and is a personal pilot
for prominent Auckland VIPs. He was also pilot for Yves “Jetman”
Rossy during the recent NZ Airshow.

CTC Aviation is a global leader in airline
pilot training and is recognised across the
industry for providing the highest quality
pilots, having state-of-the-art facilities
with highly qualified instructors, and for
sustaining strong partnerships with some of
the world’s leading airlines.
With group headquarters and three crew
training centres in the UK, and a purpose
built pilot training centre in Hamilton,
New Zealand, CTC is an expanding global
organisation. Each year the CTC Aviation
Group trains between 1200 and 1900 pilots
for approximately 50 global airline partners
worldwide.
As a CTC cadet, you will be absorbed
in an airline focused training environment
and will be coached to achieve the high
standards expected within an airline.
From developing a professional attitude
to honing your technical skills, CTC’s
training programmes will put you on the
path to fulfilling your dream of becoming a
commercial airline pilot.

Based on North Shore Airfield, excellent forestry, coastal and
controlled zones are on NSHT’s doorstep and with the Coromandel
mountain ranges not far away, the company offers a comprehensive
training environment for all levels of experience.
With R22s as their core trainer and with a full range of turbine
machines at their disposal for endorsements, students are exposed
to the real world of helicopter operations. Recognising that time is
of the essence, NSHT have also set up a successful two-week PPL
theory course to cater for those who need to study and pass their
exams within a tight timescale or who struggle to find the time in
their hectic lives. Run every six weeks in co-operation with the North
Shore Aero Club and with a 90% first time pass rate, they believe they
have hit on a winning formula.
The company’s philosophy is for every budding pilot to “Fly the
Dream…”. Gaining the licence is just the first step, enjoying the
rewards of flying these great machines is quite another. The team
proactively encourage students to hire the R22 and with access
to R44s for self-fly hire or syndicate membership, students can
participate in the NZ Helicopter Championship, or join in on annual
heli-safari trips with up to 12 other fully laden helicopters on
adventures throughout the country.

CTC Aviation Training (NZ) Ltd. Crew Training Centre - Hamilton
Fleet:

42 Aircraft including Diamond DA20, Diamond DA42 and Cessna 172

Instructors:

68 full-time Flight Instructors

Facilities:

Modern training facility and aircraft apron at Hamilton International Airport.
Diamond DA42 and King Air B200 fixed base simulators.
Onsite aircraft hangar and maintenance facility.
Purpose built accommodation facility situated near the Training Centre.

Courses:

Qatar Wings MPL Cadet Programme

18 months. Graduate with a Multi-crew Pilot Licence and Type Rating on
an A320. Graduate as a First Officer for Qatar Airways based in Doha.

Jetstar Cadet Pilot Programme

19 months. Graduate with a Commercial Pilot Licence with a Multi Engine
Instrument Rating and a Type Rating in an A320.
Graduate as a First Officer for Jetstar based in Australia.
CTC Wings NZ Diploma in Aviation

19 months. Graduate with a Commercial Pilot Licence with a Multi Engine
Instrument Rating and a C Category Flight Instructor rating.
Possibility to graduate as a C Category CTC Instructor.
Contact:

E: info@ctcaviation.com

P: 07 843 3304

www.ctcwings.com/nz

In addition, close co-operation with sister VIP charter company
Silverfern Helicopters provides a great opportunity for selected
newly trained commercial pilots to gain valuable experience in a
working environment.
The team at NSHT are proud of their history, excited about the future
and look forward to welcoming you on the amazing challenging and
exhilarating journey of learning how to fly.

Contact us on 09 426 8748 or visit www.helitraining.co.nz
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Guest Comment
contributed by Mark Woodhouse

Trends in Training New Airline Pilots
With the changes and uncertainty surrounding
Government support towards pilot training over the
last couple of years, there has been a
re-arrangement not only of providers, but also of
students. No doubt there were some unsuitable
students being trained, but a lot of very suitable
ones are not coming through the ranks now either.
Air New Zealand has recently sought to have
pilots put on the skills shortage list so they can more
easily recruit from overseas, while ironically (in
order to survive), many training schools here have
turned to or are in the process of discovering the
potentially lucrative foreign training market. Even
the schools with funding places available to New
Zealand students are in several cases finding they
can’t actually fill them all due to there being fewer
students able to self-finance the share of costs they
are now required to.
Aside from wanting to quell the pilot training
burden on the student loan fund, Government
strategy for pilot training still isn’t clear or logical
to many industry participants. When a New Zealand
pilot training shortfall is proven and the balance
tipped back towards supporting that, it is probable
that many providers will have moved on and either
left the industry, or may well have established such
good connections for importing students that the NZ
contingent will no longer be a priority.
Few would disagree that the situation for pilot
training in New Zealand is far from fixed yet, but
what are the potential solutions? Further, what
is the state of the industry world-wide and how
does this apply to New Zealand? What are the
opportunities and how might the New Zealand
industry and Government work together to make the
most of them?
In this article, Mark Woodhouse (A-Cat Flight
Instructor, GA Flight Examiner, CFI of the Walsh
Memorial Scout Flying School, Boeing 777 Second
Officer, and owner of Waypoints Aviation) offers an
opinion on some of the options he sees that could
address the problem.

- an opinion

THIS article is an opinion piece. As it
reflects on future trends, it can be nothing
else. It represents my own personal
assessment of the current state of pilot
training in New Zealand and the trends
that are appearing. I will introduce my
justification simply.
In recent years both Boeing and
Airbus have published annual projections
of demand for new airline pilots for
the subsequent twenty years. Their
independently researched analysis produces
remarkably similar numbers, there being
about 460,000 new pilots required
worldwide over that period, with about
180,000 of them being required in the Asia
Pacific region. I suspect these figures are

difficult to fully appreciate, until you realise
that this works out to be an average of over
sixty new graduate airline pilots required
per day to meet world demand!
If you accept these figures as being
reasonable, and if you accept that the world
has never trained new airline pilots at that
rate, and is currently not set up to train at
that rate, then you must accept that there
is a significant and growing problem. Or
opportunity, depending on your point of
view.
So what are some of the answers? In
the following I offer some thoughts. I
will explore pathways from training to
employment, the funding of pilot training
and the sourcing of flying instructors.

Fly for fun, sport & recreation, or fly for a career. Aero Clubs will assist you to achieve your aviation goals.

Learn to fly with the
Flight Training Professionals.

For more information visit: www.flyingnz.co.nz or phone Karen Groome, Executive Secretary on 0800 422 635.
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At the moment, again in New Zealand at least, there is no
structured pathway from basic training to employment. Pilot
trainees who have invested huge amounts of money and energy
over significant periods of time are just left to progress their flying
experience entirely on their own. They graduate from their basic
training with the usual comprehensive suite of qualifications, but
are currently deemed to be unsuitable to begin training with an
airline. That is, they have passed their Commercial Pilot Licence
(CPL), Multi-Engine Instrument Rating (MEIR) and the Airline
Transport Pilot Licence (ATPL) theory credits, but that is deemed
by the current Civil Aviation Rules (Part 121.557(d)) to not be
good enough to begin airline aircraft type rating training. The
conventional and historical wisdom is that these graduates need
to go away (somewhere…) and build their hours. Ostensibly the
rationale is that these hours of flying experience will somehow
mean they are better equipped to join an airline. There is absolutely
no logical correlation between an arbitrary hour requirement and
competency.
This situation has come about because in the past New Zealand
airlines were spoilt for choice with far more applicants looking
for pilot positions than there were positions available. But this is
rapidly changing. Also, this New Zealand model is far from global.
For many years overseas airlines have realised they needed to
commit to airline cadet training programmes and the tentacles of
this approach are reaching our shores in the form of airline cadet
programmes that are now advertising for New Zealand school
leavers.
But even if New Zealand airlines wanted to change their
approach, the NZ Civil Aviation Rules are a significant impediment
to the creation of a pathway. CAR Part 121.557(d) requires that
a pilot must have at least 500 hours of experience, including at
least 100 hours on air operations or 500 hours on a multi-engine
aircraft before they are permitted to commence training (plus other
requirement details).
New Zealand airlines have previously lobbied the CAA that
there are other, better ways of assuring adequate competency prior
to commencing an airline training programme than a simple hour
requirement, and I would strongly support their argument. Hours,
of themselves, guarantee nothing. This hours requirement is not
mandated by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO).
In fact ICAO recommend a competency based training system.
However, in order to reasonably progress directly from basic
training to employment with an airline, the design and quality of
the basic training must be appropriate and the airlines themselves
must redesign their induction/introductory training to adequately
transition these hugely less experience pilots onto their fleets.
Nevertheless, many overseas airlines and the military have been
doing this for years, so there are plenty of examples of what is
required for success.
Funding

Contact your local
Flying NZ Aero Club to
discuss your private or
commercial pilot options.
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At present in New Zealand basic pilot training is essentially
funded by the individual trainee, either through a student loan or
through some other form of self-funding. However over the last
couple of years there have been significant changes to the number
of student loan EFTS (Equivalent Full Time Students) available and
to the amount available per EFTS. As a result there is clear evidence
of a significant reduction in the number of New Zealand school
leavers choosing piloting as a career.

www.flightmanawatu.co.nz

Our targeted free circulation to all aircraft owners and the aviation industry ensures that advertising in KiwiFlyer Gets Results.
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Guest Comment
In anyone’s language and applying any measure, pilot training
is expensive. Very expensive. This is because it is time consuming,
requires the extensive use of costly equipment (aircraft and
simulators) and is very labour intensive. The practical, skill and
experience development aspects of pilot training require hours of
one-on-one instructor/student time, and an overall instructor student ratio of about one to four.
The cost base of the present training model in New Zealand
essentially revolves around utilising novice instructors who, in order
to build the flying experience hours presently considered necessary
to join an airline, are prepared to work for minimum wage and
sometimes for nothing at all. But as the demand for pilots increases,
I would suggest that this old model is no longer sustainable and
arguably is already past. The inevitable result will be a significant
increase in the cost of pilot training and the sooner a new model is
introduced the better for the future of our industry.
So what should that model look like?
Well, I would ask, who benefits from having a trained pilot?
Obviously the individual pilot, but also the airline that requires
highly competent professional staff, and society, who require a safe
and efficient air transport system. So I would argue that the cost of
pilot training should be borne by all three beneficiaries; the pilot,
the airline and society.
I suggest that access to government funding support (and not
necessarily through the TEC administered student loan system)
should only be available in conjunction with a sponsoring airline, or
General Aviation organisation, who select the applicant and front
with a significant portion of the training cost. And the individual
should also be required to contribute a significant portion. The
government’s funding may well include some form of interest free
loan paid back in a similar way to the current student loan system,
but not necessarily tied to an academic qualification. The airline’s
contribution may well be tied to a bond and/or salary sacrifice
worked off over time. But this system, in conjunction with a clear
pathway from training to employment would be entirely workable.
While this is unlikely to be welcomed by the airlines, who have
enjoyed many years of pilot surpluses, and consequently have not
had to contribute directly to the cost of their basic training, I would
suggest there is an inevitability to it.
The cheapest new pilot an airline can source and the fastest an
airline can source them is often by attracting someone else’s. If this
is the case then expect to see a growing trend of competing for
pilots, and the realisation that pilots are a valuable and increasingly
scarce human resource.
Sourcing Instructors

Some of the most capable and experienced flying instructors in
New Zealand are in the centre seats (Second Officer) of long haul
airliners and the right seats of turboprops.
It is my observation that, at the moment at least, there appears
to be a fair number of relatively inexperienced C Category Flight
Instructors around in New Zealand, but that more and more of the
experienced, supervisory level instructors are being recruited into
the airlines or are going overseas to progress their careers. And as
more are recruited or leave New Zealand, the situation will worsen,
and quickly.
There has been a recent change to the structure of the New
Zealand Diploma of Aviation, particularly with respect to the
creation of an Airline Pilot strand and a Flight Instructor strand.
However the available student loan funding is only sufficient for
one or the other, which has meant many trainees do not perceive it
28
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is necessary to train as flying instructors or are unable to fund both
training strands. This may well lead to a reduction in the number of
instructors in the medium term.
In Conclusion

There is clear evidence that pilot demand is progressively
growing and that training availability issues, both within New
Zealand and internationally, are constraining supply.
A clear pathway between training and employment should be
established and the current Civil Aviation Rules which impede this
should be amended to allow for alternative means of compliance.
A new model for funding pilot training should be developed
where all three beneficiaries contribute to the cost of training.
And we must think outside the square to utilise those instructors
who are in airlines who want to contribute to entry level pilot
training. And we must think outside the square to attract instructors
to stay in flight training as a career.
A failure to act swiftly to face these challenges will, in my
opinion, lead to a crippling shortage of airline pilots in New
Zealand, and the destruction of our flight training industry’s ability
to train in the near future.
It is time to act decisively, to link training to employment and
remove impediments to this. It is time to change the funding
model and to invest in this valuable resource. It is time to ensure
adequate numbers of experienced flying instructors, who have
graduated to the airlines, are able to maintain a role in flight training
organisations, as supervisors, mentors and senior instructors. And
it is time to promote the advice necessary for some instructors to
consider the pathway to a career instructor role.
In my opinion it is time to act.

Flight Examiners available throughout NZ for:
l

Instructor rating continued competence

l

Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR and IFR competency checks

l

Private Pilot Licence issue

l

Instrument rating continued competence

l

Additional Privileges: ILS, NDB, GPS issue

l

Aerobatic rating issue and renewal

Instructional techniques training courses
King Air simulator available
Contact: Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

NZQA Registered

Train at Matamata with
Middle Earth Flying School
Personalised PPL, CPL
and MEIR Training
No wasted taxi or holding time
Controlled airspace is only
moments away
Focused and cost efficient
Our brand new Tecnam 2008
is here complementing
the Tecnam Twin
Owned and run by airline pilots
with industry experience
spanning over four decades

Malcolm: 027 484 0635

Our Mission at Middle Earth Flying School is
to educate and empower the next generation
of professional aviators. Owned and run by
professional pilots, the team at MEFS is
dedicated to passing on our passion for flying
to our students.
Our CFI, David Giles and CEO, Malcolm
Reynolds, have between them over 30,000
hours and 50 years of flying experience.
We are based at Matamata, a low-traffic
movement airfield allowing for faster, safer
and more efficient training. Hamilton and
Tauranga are minutes away, for advanced
training in controlled airspace. With a

E: malcolm@mefs.co.nz

low student to instructor ratio, one-onone mentoring is possible for all learners
and training can be tailored to suit each
individual’s requirements.
We currently offer training at all levels from
PPL through to MEIR using our single engine
trainers and the Tecnam P2006T Twin. We
have an excellent flight safety record and a
100% first-time licensing exam pass-rate.
So, whether you are looking to indulge in
recreational flying or seeking pathways to a
career in aviation, please get in touch with
Malcolm at MEFS.

www.middleearthflyingschool.co.nz

Would you like to see a profile on your business in KiwiFlyer? Call us on 0800 535 937 to discuss options.
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International Aviation
Academy of New Zealand

Domestic Student Programmes
• NZ Diploma in Aviation
(Airline) – Level 6
• NZ Diploma in Aviation
(Flight Instructor) – Level 6
International Training Programmes
• Call for details
Our Fleet
• 30 aircraft
• 3 flight simulators

The fleet includes several Piper Warriors and Piper Archers, most of which have glass cockpits.

LOCATED AT Christchurch International Airport in a stand-out, modern complex
is the International Aviation Academy of New Zealand (IAANZ), home to around 100
commercial pilot and flight instructor trainees per year.
With a fleet of 30 aircraft and one the most experienced instructing teams in
Australasia, the IAANZ has long been the ‘trainer of choice’ for those pilots heading
towards an airline career.
As a preferred training partner in Air New Zealand’s Aviation Institute, the IAANZ’s
training programmes have been designed to deliver ‘airline ready’ pilots who are well
matched to the changing demands of the airline industry.
The advantages of training at an International airport are huge, and allow trainee pilots
to develop skills in a truly professional airline environment. Please contact us to find out
more. We look forward to meeting with you.
For more information:

Bases
• Christchurch International Airport
• West Melton Airfield
Benefits and Resources
• Air NZ Flight Training
Organisation Partner
• 85 years of flight training experience
• Air conditioned lecture rooms
• Dedicated student study areas
• Spectacular flight training environment
• Diverse weather conditions
• Large ‘in-house’ maintenance base
• Hangarage for all aircraft

Phone 03 358 0477 or visit our website at www.flighttraining.co.nz

Gliding has Great Benefits for Power Pilots
“Sully” Sullenberger was a glider pilot long
before he successfully landed his Airbus in
the Hudson River!
Grant Bisset has this advice:
“The key to being a productive and safe
mountain pilot in fixed wing or helicopters
is developing a sound understanding of the
behaviour of wind in mountainous terrain,
reading the clouds and other cues as to what
is happening around you, and what is going
to happen. In my experience the best way to
grasp this is in a glider - there is no hiding
behind horsepower - just a satisfaction
of making the elements work for you and
pure flight. In my mind pilots with gliding
experience are better pilots than those
without.” [Grant is Operations Manager
of the Helicopter Line and Milford Sound
Sightseeing. He is a commercial helicopter
and a warbirds pilot and has been mountain
flying for 30 years.]
Gliding offers power pilots:
l A practical approach to reading
l
l
l

All pilots will gain valuable learnings from time spent soaring. Visit GlideOmarama.com to find out more.

mountain weather and

understanding the atmosphere,
Improvement of critical slow speed handling skills,
Unusual circuits with engine-off landings,
Safe flying techniques close to terrain.

Omarama is a world renown gliding mecca. When the wind
blows, glider pilots surf atmospheric waves over 30,000 feet high
and make flights more than 2,000 km long. On a summer’s day,
kept aloft by hot air rising off sunny rock faces, gliders skim the
mountain tops to explore the scenery from Mount Cook to Milford
Sound. Located in the middle of the South Island, Omarama is a
convenient and beautiful flying destination.
GlideOmarama.com was founded by Gavin Wills in 1998. A
third generation glider pilot and a 4,000 hour Piper Cub pilot,
Gavin has spent a lifetime exploring the majestic Southern Alps
on foot and in the air. Every season a dozen of the world’s most
experienced glider pilots are drawn back to Omarama as Instructors
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for Glide Omarama’s international guests and to enjoy the
outstanding fleet of high performance sailplanes.
Between them these instructors have over 50,000 hours soaring
the mountains of the world. Power pilots of any level of experience
may be surprised and certainly delighted with how much these
gliding instructors can teach them, making them a safer, more
efficient and confident power pilot. We offer:
l
l
l

Introductory Glider Flights,
Mountain Flying and Weather Courses for power pilots,
Learn to Fly Gliders though to full Glider Pilot Certification.

Gliding at Omarama is more than just a ‘flying activity’. You will
catch a glimpse of a sport that can provide a lifetime of learning,
challenge and adventure.GlideOmarama.com offers you the
chance to learn and to savour the complexities and exhilaration of
unpowered flight and explore the most remote and untouched heart
of New Zealand.
We challenge you to be unmoved by the majesty of soaring!

Please support our advertisers and tell them you saw their advertisement in KiwiFlyer.
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Two high performance Duo Discus sailplanes at 21,000 feet in westerly wave over Lake Pukaki, 30 km north of Omarama. From the Soaring Landscapes collection. Photo: Marty Taylor. Pilot: Gavin Wills.
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Innovative New Learning Products

from Waypoints Aviation

STUDY and revision for
aviation theory exams – or for
that matter simply brushing
up your knowledge – is about
to become easier and perhaps
even enjoyable thanks to a
range of innovative i- and eapplications being launched by
Waypoints Aviation.
Well known for their
range of paper textbooks
and classroom based ground
courses, the company has
now developed several
related products to assist
student pilots to grow their
knowledge, related skills and a
positive safety attitude. These
include an iPhone Flashcard
App; eBooks; more volumes
in the PilotBooks series; and
online Mock (practice) exams.
Waypoints iPhone Flashcard App

Waypoints iPhone Flashcard App is a free App which allows
student pilots to purchase sets of question and answer flashcards
for each of the theory subjects, for both aeroplanes and helicopters,
at each of the licence and rating levels. The flashcards comprise
short answer knowledge review questions and cover the full
AC 61 syllabus for the applicable topic, and are designed to
reinforce previously learned knowledge in preparation for the ASL
examination. Each Q&A item comes with a syllabus reference and a
study reference.
Waypoints Aviation Director, Mark Woodhouse, says that when
the Flashcard App is launched they expect to have question bank
sets available for most, if not all of the PPL subjects; for BTK; and
for a couple of the ATPL subjects. Progress is steadily being made
on the question-banks for all of the rest.
Initially the Flashcard App will be available through the Apple
App Store, however Waypoints are also committed to developing
the Flashcard App for Android. Mark says this is “a bit of a
learning curve, but it’s coming”.
Question banks for each subject are extensive and have been
checked multiple times for accuracy. New releases will be made
available whenever there are syllabus changes or customer feedback
prompts the inclusion of alternate questions or amendments.
Mark says that one of their challenges is finding a cost effective
way to let student pilots know these products are being created
– and asks readers who know student pilots to please pass the
information on to them.
We at KiwiFlyer sampled a beta version of the Aviation Law
App and it’s quite elegant. It’s also potentially fun to use amongst
a group of pilots whether they are students or not. Opportunities
spring to mind such as - first to get a question wrong buys the
round, etc. Given the extent to which theory is promptly forgotten
by many pilots shortly after their exam, the new Apps could also
facilitate some entertaining Trivial Pursuit style games for pilots.
34

Waypoints eBooks

Waypoints eBooks are electronic versions of their popular
PilotBooks range of conventional paper textbooks. eBooks are
quite a different medium for transferring knowledge and have many
strengths that conventional paper textbooks do not have, such as
portability and electronic search tools.
That said, paper textbooks have a lot of strengths too and will
remain the preference of some students. It is likely that many
students will opt to purchase both and with that in mind, Waypoints
have kept the eBook pricing structure as low as practical – at about
60% of the price of the equivalent paper textbook.
The new Waypoints eBooks will be available through the Apple
iBookstore and through Amazon.
Mark says that at launch date, they expect to have eBooks for
most, if not all, of the PPL subjects (except Human Factors coming!); for BTK; and for a couple of the ATPL subjects. He says
that progress is steadily being made converting all of the rest of the
PilotBooks range to eBooks.
Waypoints Online Mock Exams

Waypoints Mocks are multi-choice practice exams, styled on
the real ASL examination. They are similar in content to the old
Sample Exams that ASL used to make available. When the series is
complete there will be practice exams for all of the theory subjects,
(aeroplane and helicopter), at each of the licence and rating levels.
The ‘Mocks’ are due to be launched soon and Mark says they
expect to have question bank sets available for most, if not all, of
the PPL subjects; for BTK; and for a couple of the ATPL subjects.
Progress is steadily being made on the mock exam question banks
for all of the rest.
Each mock exam purchased is unique, as it is made up of a set
number of multi-choice questions generated randomly from a large
master question bank, covering the full syllabus of each subject.
The program will allocate an appropriate number of questions
across the range of sections of the syllabus. All items are modelled
on the type of questions that students may get in the real ASL
examinations.
The mock exams will be available through the Waypoints website
and are designed to fine tune and focus students’ knowledge in
preparation for the real examination. Each multi-choice item comes
with a syllabus reference and a study reference.
Question banks for each subject are extensive and have been
checked multiple times for accuracy. Question banks will be
updated whenever there are syllabus changes or customer feedback
prompts the inclusion of alternate questions or amendments.
Mark says that customer feedback is encouraged with the system
accommodating ‘critique’ comments on particular questions during
the exam, or by direct email afterwards.
As with the new Waypoints Flashcard App, Mark says that a
challenge is to find a cost effective way to let student pilots know
these products are being created – and asks readers who know
student pilots to please pass the information on to them.
For more information

The Waypoints Facebook page is – www.facebook.com/
WaypointsAviation or visit the Waypoints website at
www.waypoints.co.nz
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Ardmore Helicopters offer Commercial Experience
that helps to get careers off the ground

Expand Your Flying Experience
Step outside your comfort zone and into the most breathtaking training ground in New
Zealand. Stretch your skills and abilities in the launchpad to Mt. Aspiring National Park.
MOUNTAIN flying in New Zealand is
an experience every pilot or aspiring pilot
should have on their checklist. To be able
to fly amongst the mountains, through
valleys, and past beautiful waterfalls
and glaciers, you need to have planning
down to a fine art and a well developed
situational awareness.
Every pilot who is serious about
learning their craft, should fly with Ruth
Presland or Wayne Allanson who both
have a deep knowledge of every hill,
valley, farmer and farmhouse in the
Wanaka region.

All of Ruth and Wayne’s training is
based on teaching good decision making,
anticipation, and constant situational
awareness.
The syllabus includes:

● Preparation
- Weather
- Personal and aircraft
- Your survival bag
- The benefits of local knowledge
● Situational awareness and
emergencies in the mountains
● Aircraft performance
● Wind awareness
● Valley Flying
● Contour Flying
● Take off and landings on multiple
and varied airstrips

“Ruth Presland has a tangible self-belief
in her flying, born of a lifelong confidence
with aeroplanes and a rock-solid respect
for the mountains.”
Shelley Ross, Australian Flying Magazine.
1

Ruth and Wayne at Mountain Flying
NZ will make your flying experience
in the mountains, safely breathtaking.
Whether you’re an experienced pilot
or new to flying, they will challenge
your skill set and ability to perform, out
amongst nature’s playground, with the
best opportunities to soar around some
spectacular and fantastic terrain. They
can also arrange your accommodation
and ground transport. Enquire about
their 4 day southern experience or single
day experiences.

Have you ever wanted to land on tricky
little airstrips? Ruth says that; “We’re in
a privileged position to have access to
many remote airstrips which we train
from. If you are looking for the skill and
challenge that Mountain Flying presents,
then we are the ones to contact.”

CHOOSING THE RIGHT helicopter training organisation is
perhaps the single most important decision you will ever make in
your flying career. Getting a Commercial Pilots Licence (CPL) is
the “easy” part. Finding a company that will employ you as a low
hour pilot is where the difficulty begins. These days, commercial
operators aren’t just interested in the number of hours you have.
What they are really interested in is your commercial experience,
and this is where Ardmore Helicopters Limited can help.
Ardmore Helicopters has an Air Operators Certificate (CAR Part
135/119). This Certificate permits us to conduct Air Transport and
Commercial Transport flights for “hire or reward”. Our commercial
pilots regularly carry out scenic tours, banner towing, photography,
frost protection, passenger transfers, heli-surfing and more. Only
companies that have an Air Operators Certificate can conduct these
flights, and it is the experience that our graduates obtain from these
flights, which helps kick start their careers and separate them from
‘the rest’.
Ardmore Helicopters is renowned for our relaxed and friendly
atmosphere, and for tailoring training programmes to suit individual
needs. Our experienced instructors (which include two A-Cat and
one B-Cat) take a personal approach to student training offering
one-on-one tuition. Frank Parker, who owns and manages the
company, has been involved in the industry for over 30 years and
has an extensive background in the military and civil sectors. Frank
holds an A-Category Instructor’s Rating and a range of Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) flight testing privileges.
Ardmore Helicopters has been training top quality pilots for over
20 years and we offer a comprehensive range of training options

from Private Pilot through to Commercial Pilot, as well as Basic
Gas Turbine Ratings and Instructor Ratings. As we are NZQA
approved, student loans may be available if certain criteria are met.
The company fleet includes a Schweizer 300CB, two Schweizer
300CBis, Robinson R22 and R44 and a Bell 206 Jet Ranger.
Ardmore Helicopters has built a reputation for training pilots
to a high standard and for maximising the employment prospects
of our students. This reputation is particularly important in an
industry where employment is very competitive and jobs are often
obtained solely through reputation and word of mouth. Pilots
trained by Ardmore Helicopters can be found in all parts of the
industry in New Zealand and around the world including rescue,
tourism, agriculture, commercial, special operations, corporate and
utility work. If you would like to talk to graduates of Ardmore
Helicopters who are now flying professionally, we are very happy to
put you in touch with them.
If you have ever wondered about becoming a helicopter pilot
then try an Introductory Flight Lesson. This is where you’ll spend
time on the ground learning about the aircraft, then take to the sky
with an instructor for a local flight. Once airborne, the controls will
be yours for some basic manoeuvres and on returning to the airfield
your instructor will demonstrate an autorotation (landing without
engine power). We conclude with you trying your hand at hovering.
Most students are still smiling from this experience a week later.
If you think helicopter flying is for you, come out to our base at
Ardmore Airfield for a coffee and chat. We look forward to meeting
you. Phone us on 0508 CHOPPER or visit www.chopper.co.nz for
more information about how we can help start your flying career.

Our aircraft, hours and rates

Mountain Flying NZ have a Tecnam
aircraft online for $285 per flying hour
2
(or offer an instructor-only rate in your
1: Mount Aspiring 2: Glendhu Bay on Lake Wanaka
plane for $85 per flying hour) and are
open daily during daylight hours, seven days a week (weather
What can you expect at Mountain Flying New Zealand?
permitting). Please note that opening hours do vary.
At Mountain Flying NZ you will learn skills that were taught
by the pioneers of flying in the Alps of New Zealand. These are
For more information
skills which Ruth and Wayne have honed through a lifetime of
Call 03 443 4005 or email: ruth@mountainflying.co.nz anytime to
flying experience around the Southern Alps.
make an enquiry. Or visit us at: www.mountainflying.co.nz

CHARTER . SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY
SURFING . BANNERS

New Tecnam P2008

Enjoy
Flying at
Kerikeri
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FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES
TYPE RATINGS
S300 R22 R44 B206

PPL - CPL - Microlight
Ground School
Ph: John 027 3594869
FLY IT NZ

Bay of Islands Aero Club

www.flyitnz.com
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 30

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Ardmore Helicopters undertake a variety of Part 135
commercial operations in the Auckland region which
recently graduated commercial pilots may have the
opportunity to participate in. Call in and meet the team to
find out how to get your career off the ground faster.

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
E: info@chopper.co.nz

We offer professional training in a
friendly and relaxed environment
where graduates may also participate
in our commercial operations.
Call us for an information pack or
a trial flight to start your career today.

www.chopper.co.nz
Providing Personalised Training to Private and Commercial Pilots

This Training Guide and all KiwiFlyer back issues are available for download from our website: www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

for over 20 years
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Career mentoring at Southern Wings
WHAT IS the most important thing we
want you to know about Southern Wings as
a provider of aviation qualifications in New
Zealand?
It is that above all, we care about you
and your journey into a career as a
pilot, from beginning to end.
A Personalised Approach

Southern Wings is not a big and
impersonal organisation where people
get lost or where you become a number,
that’s not the Southern Wings way. We
are interested in quality, not student
numbers, and we don’t aspire to be the
biggest, just the best. Our business is not
based on economic growth; it is based on
student achievement. And our instructors
are passionate about flying and all things
aviation; they are here because they want to
share that passion and their experience with
the next generation of professional pilots.
The process of choosing a profession
and then a career path into that profession
can be quite overwhelming for a young
person. A lack of worldly experience,
knowledgeable mentors and plain English
information can make the process even
more perplexing. In the case of aviation
there is also the added anxiety that comes
with securing the financial resources to
complete the necessary flight experience,
and the academic requirements required to
achieve an aviation qualification that will
lead in to employment as a pilot.
Southern Wings is aware of all of those
difficulties. We’ve been around long enough
to have covered that ground and walked
that path with hundreds of students. For
Southern Wings the process begins with a
concerted effort to address the requirement
for information and to ensure that our
staff provide an offer of guidance in the
role of mentors. To that end we run regular
information days but often the exchange
of information and mentoring is more
personal, between Southern Wings staff
members and an individual or the candidate
and his or her family.

1

2

Air NZ Aviation Institute Partner

Opportunities and Mentoring

Perhaps the most appealing thing about
Southern Wings for student candidates who
are eyeing up a profession as an airline pilot
is that we are a flight training organisation
(FTO) partner with Air New Zealand,
providing an integrated course of training
leading students into training and career
opportunities with the airline. In essence
training with Southern Wings to gain
your aviation qualifications puts you many
steps down the track towards employment
with the airline. Air New Zealand require
standardisation of policy and procedures
and even navigational systems in advanced
training aircraft. We can say that we as
a flight training organisation meet the
exacting standards set by the airline.
A Great Location

3

Student Funding Available

As an NZQA and Ministry of Education
approved provider of the New Zealand
Diploma in Aviation, Southern Wings is
able to offer a number of positions which
are eligible for student loan funding. We are
38

also looking at innovative ways in which
we can assist in providing a bridge between
the financial resources available through
student loans and the full cost of the
selected strand of diploma course.
The Diploma in Aviation is a two year
course and is available at Southern Wings
as the General Aviation strand for those
who want to make a career operating light
aircraft, the Flight Instructor strand for
those who want to be aviation tutors and
instructors and the Airline Preparation
strand for those with their eyes firmly fixed
on an airline career.

weather challenges and are versatile, robust
and confident having established their own
and the aircrafts abilities.
There are additional opportunities that
becoming a southern trained pilot has as
well. We will offer you things like a survival
training course, a variety of experiences
like mountain flying in Fiordland, access
to some remote and challenging landing
areas and aerobatic training as standard.
Employers know that pilots trained in our
environment, by Southern Wings make
quality employees; and that will count in
your favour when it comes to securing your
first general aviation job, even if it is a step
on the way to an airline position.

4
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There are lots of other appealing
advantages to making Southern Wings your
flight training provider; things like that
Southland, away from the intensity and
bustle of northern centres is more laid back
and often considered to be more friendly
and warm on a personal level and offers
some outstanding recreational and lifestyle
advantages. If you enjoy the unspoiled
outdoors, Southland is unparalleled.
From a flight training perspective
Southland has it all, relatively uncluttered
airspace, ready access to controlled
airspace and approach procedures and
both procedural and a transition into
radar controlled instrument environments.
Southern weather has attracted plenty of
bad press in New Zealand but the irony is
that although it can cause some frustration
the payoff is immediately evident in that
pilot graduates have learned to cope with
a wide variation of environmental and
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Southern Wings also maintains very
close links and working relationships with
a wide range of Southern New Zealand
general aviation operators, we know
them well, they know us well, they have
employed our graduates before and know
what they can expect and they participate
in internship programmes and work
experience opportunities we provide for
our students.
But the one thing we want you to
remember is that with Southern Wings it’s
not about numbers - it’s about quality and
it’s about us becoming your mentors and
doing all we can to walk with you through
this part of the journey. Somehow our
graduates seem to continue to remain
friends long after being a pilot has become
their profession.
Contact us today to begin that journey,
even if you are not quite ready to start yet
or you want some help in figuring this all
out. Phone 0800 284 283, email info@
southernwings.co.nz or visit
www.southernwings.co.nz

OPERATING from our own heliport at Ngongataha in
Rotorua, Heli-Hire Limited offers a vast range of services
including Helicopter Flight Training, Scenic flights, Filming,
Photography, Hunting & Fishing trips, Frost Protection,
Fire Control, Precision Lifting, Private Hire, and Fertiliser
& Agricultural Spraying, all with a well maintained and
modern fleet of Helicopters. We take particular pride in
FREE
our professional approach and high standard of helicopter
Hughes 500
training. Our commercial operations (we hold CAA Part 135
type rating valued
and 137 certificates) mean that students who train with us
at $7500 with your
are exposed to a wide range of helicopter operations and
CPL (some
experiences. Learning within this environment means that
conditions
many additional skills are acquired during training that are very useful to have
apply).
when it comes time to seek employment with a fresh licence in hand.
Our locations in Rotorua and Galatea offer some spectacular scenery with volcanic plateau,
coastal and mountain and forest training grounds all nearby, with training occurring in a mixture
of controlled and uncontrolled airspace. As well as being a more interesting location to fly from,
operating from our own heliport also means substantial savings on landing fees or time spent
fitting in with other airfield traffic.
For student pilots, we offer limited accommodation on site at no cost to the student. This can
amount to thousands of dollars of savings for out of town trainees and also enables students to
become fully immersed in our commercial operations. It provides an opportunity to learn much
more during training than just the basics of flying a helicopter.
The Heli-Hire fleet comprises two Robinson R22s (Beta and Beta II), both primarily used for
flight training. We also have a Robinson R44 Raven II and a turbine powered Hughes 500D,
primarily used for commercial operations. Aside from the more standard fare of charter and
hunting support operations, frost control, and heavy lifting, we are also set up for fire-fighting,
pest control and mustering. Our agricultural operations service farms from Katikati to Opotiki on
the coast, through to Taupo and the King Country inland.
Our Instructors are the same pilots who undertake these commercial operations, meaning
they have a great deal of commercial experience and knowledge that they enjoy passing on to
students. Come and spend some time with us and you’ll soon see the opportunities that training
in our sort of environment provides.
‘You Fly’ Helicopter Experiences
To provide a taste of helicopter flying to potential students, or anyone who just wants to give
it a go, we offer a range of ‘You Fly’ helicopter experiences. Have you ever dreamed of taking a
helicopter flight to a meeting or a holiday? Does the thought of flying yourself over the fantastic
lakes and volcanoes in the Rotorua region appeal? We can create the flight you wish to take, with
a Flight Instructor alongside to assist you in achieving your goal or dream.
A ‘You Fly’ voucher makes a ideal gift for a budding pilot, or shout yourself a great experience
that might well be the start of a helicopter flying career. You can log the time towards a Private Pilots
Licence in your choice of our aircraft, with prices starting at just $150+GST for a comprehensive
pre-flight briefing and 10 minutes flying time in our Robinson R22.
For more information
To find out more about the advantages of training with Heli-Hire, phone David on 027 494 7214
or 0800 435 444, email: david@helihire.co.nz or visit www.helihire.co.nz

Captions:
1. Alpha 160a in front of Southern
Wings Invercargill Airport base.
2. Southern Wings aircraft on approach
to Milford Sound during a mountain flying
training exercise.
3. Southern Wings students attending a
pre-flight brief.
4. An aircraft deliberately left out of the
hangar overnight provides students an
ideal opportunity to work first hand on
pre-flighting in winter conditions.

www.helihire.co.nz

KiwiFlyer is focused on the New Zealand aviation marketplace. Call us to discuss how we can help your business.
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International Co-operation for Professional
by Phil Harwood
Gyroplane Training
Cleared for take-off with the
NZ Diploma in Aviation.
Modern, safe training fleet including technically enhanced IFR aircraft.
Highly Qualified Training Team headed by an ‘A’-Category Chief Flying Instructor.

Student loans and allowances available.
NZQA ‘Highly Confident’ rating. Governance Team includes
operational national and international airline pilots.
Applications now being accepted for 2014 enrolments.

Start your journey with us.
P: 07 843 5655

GYROPLANES, Gyrocopters or Autogyros. There may be some
debate about the correct term to use, but there is usually no debate
about the fact that it appears to be the fastest growing form of
sport aviation since around 2006. The percentage growth in the
number of people buying and learning to fly gyros around the
world is phenomenal. These relatively simple and extremely stable
aircraft create a lot of intrigue and enthusiasm wherever they go.
The reason for this recent dramatic growth is the advent of
factory built gyros, from various manufacturers around the world.
With the increasing emphasis on safety, the standards of production
and certification are amongst the highest of any leisure aircraft.
But it takes more than great quality aircraft with superb flying
characteristics to make a successful and safe flying community.
High quality maintenance engineering and excellent training and
piloting skills are a must to minimise the number of incidents.
In any industry, there is a danger that rapid growth in terms of
manufacturing and consequently availability of machines, could
leave other essential parts of the support network like maintenance
and flight training skills lacking.

www.flywaikato.co.nz

E: info@flywaikato.co.nz

they could improve the overall
standard of gyro training and
piloting worldwide. If there was
a way to harness the experience
of the ‘time served’ instructors
and pass that experience to
new pilots and instructors, then
safety would be improved, the
number of incidents would
reduce and the gyro community
will continue to flourish.
In March 2013, in Germany,
the International Association
of Professional Gyroplane
Training was officially
launched. Known as IAPGT,
this organisation works as a
‘Professional Association’ for
gyro instructors. As well as
instructors, membership is
beneficial for qualified pilots and student pilots. People who work
for manufacturers and the regulators of gyroplane activity have also
become members and support the organisation.
Improving the safety of gyroplane flying

Pacific Helicopter Training
Type Ratings
Night Ratings
Sling Ratings
Flight Tests
BFRs
Mountain Training
Recurrent Training
PPL, CPL and Instructor Helicopter Flight Training
Experienced Instructors, Part 135 Operator
Revolutionary and Safe Guimbal Cabri G2

www.pacifichelicoptertraining.co.nz
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Instructional and Flying Skills

There is a real mixture of gyro flying skills throughout the
world. There are many countries that have been flying gyros for
years and there are a number of excellent, professionally run flying
schools around the world. But, in a community that is so young,
there is also a demand for professional gyro flying instruction in the
countries that have become interested in gyro flying in only the past
year or two. This is difficult to achieve as experience takes time.
Until recently, there has been a lack of consistency and structure
in much of the gyro training delivered worldwide due to a lack
of standardisation. The training of new instructors has been
considered something of a black art, available from only the most
experienced of senior instructors.
The International Association
of Professional Gyroplane Training (IAPGT)

03 359 6891

027 316 8444

rob@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

In August 2012 a group of experienced instructors and pilots
from around the world, who all knew each other due to the
connectivity now offered by the internet, started thinking how

So what does the IAPGT actually do to improve worldwide
safety of gyroplane flying? IAPGT does all its communication
online. It offers software to its members by a subscription service
which runs via the internet on computers, tablets and smartphones.
Various membership options will be available and full pilot
membership costs 78 Euro a year, not dissimilar to the fees for
many Aero Clubs. IAPGT is also an online connected community.
Phil Harwood, Chairman of the IAPGT, says “if you want to
improve the standard of flying and instruction around the world,
the first thing you need to do is define a standard”. This is not
an easy task for some instructors, because over time, flying is
something they have learned to do without really thinking about it –
and there are many different approaches to safe flying.
The easiest way to think about a ‘standard’ is to consider how
you would assess a pilot if you were flying with them. If a flight is
divided into component parts: the take-off, the landing etc., then
you can come up with a set of key points that you would like to
see performed at that part of the flight. For example on landing we
want: no drifting, correct alignment, correct flare height above the
landing area, etc.
The IAPGT calls this “The Anatomy of a Gyroplane FlightTM”.
For each part of the Anatomy there is a set of assessment criteria.
The IAPGT software, running on a smartphone or a tablet, makes
it easy to assess a flight and also make comments on ‘The Standard’.
A consequence of creating this online Standard is an easy-touse method of recording a student’s flying progress during their
training. After a flight, the student and the instructor sit down as
part of a normal debrief and can ‘score’ each part of the flight
against the standard assessment criteria. The significant benefit is
that both the student and the instructor know not only, what the
student knows but equally, what the student has yet to learn. ctd...

Would you like to see something different in KiwiFlyer or perhaps contribute yourself ? Contact us with your ideas.
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Online Training Material

Having a standard of flying is only part of the overall picture.
It is one thing to know what the ‘standard of flying’ looks like; it
is another to be able to apply
it successfully. At present,
the book ‘The Gyrocopter
Flying Handbook – The Flying
Exercises’ has become a de-facto
standard for training pilots. An
electronic version of this book
and a number of associated
training workbooks for the
theoretical elements of learning
to fly, is included in the online
web portal delivered by IAPGT
to its members. “There is another
advantage of electronic material
over printed material”, says Phil.
“Electronic material can be made
interactive, and computer graphics
can be animated. This brings the training material alive.”
The complete set of training material is incorporated in the
IAPGT GyropediaTM – an encyclopedia of gyroplane knowledge.
The Panel of Instructors and ‘Best Practice’

A real beauty of this Association is the dynamic nature of the
standard and the training material. There are many instructors
around the world who have significant experience and expertise.
One of these instructors is Tony Unwin who is based here in

New Zealand. Tony has been a pilot for the majority of his life and
has experience as a commercial pilot flying large jets in addition
to being a sport pilot flying light aircraft - and of course gyros.
Tony is one of the core ‘Panel of Instructors’ who look at all the
comments and assessments made
by instructors and experienced
pilots around the world and
then agree, after a formal online
debate with the other members
of the Panel, what should be
included in the Standard and
what should be left as comments.
Tony says, “Having input
and comments from instructors
and pilots around the world,
with a wide variety and range of
experiences, really does make
the IAPGT representative of
best practice. It is a very exciting
project and one that is making a
real difference”.
For more information

The concepts of the International Association of Professional
Gyroplane Training could work equally well for other forms
of aviation, even the ones that are well established. For more
information visit the IAPGT website and software portal.
www.iapgt.org or contact:
Tony Unwin, NZ representative of IAPGT. email: fly@gyrate.co.nz
Phil Harwood. Chairman of IAPGT.
email: phil.harwood@GyrocopterExperience.co.uk

DID YOU KNOW that the
strips and grass airfields easily
most rapidly expanding sector
accessible it is possible to build
of light aviation is gyroplanes?
confidence and develop student
From just one European
to be able to handle the wide
manufacturer more than 400
variety of situations they are
new aircraft a year are taking
likely to encounter as a general
to the skies in more than 40
aviation pilot in NZ.
different countries. Clearly
Gyrate South, based at Taieri
the performance, safety and
airport near Dunedin operates
reliability of modern gyroplanes
an ‘AutoGyro Europe’ training
reaches well into the GA
aircraft as well as supporting
market but when you combine
many local owners with their
this with simple handling, low
own machines. Following the
operating costs and microlight
global trend, further expansion
medical requirements, it soon
of the Gyrate concept is forecast.
becomes apparent that this is the
Modern Gyroplanes offer
thinking man’s flying machine.
top quality VFR flying but avoid
Economical to maintain and
many of the operating costs
weather capable, these aircraft
associated with GA aircraft.
One of Gyrate’s aircraft, a Cavalon gyro from AutoGyro Europe.
can come equipped with
Gyrate provides dual training on
the latest glass cockpits and comfort to attract even the most
school aircraft but solo flying must be done in a student’s own
discerning passenger.
or syndicated machine. Gyrate at Tauranga provides a one stop
At Tauranga, Gyrate operates New Zealand’s only full time
shop for everything to do with Gyroplanes, with a quality that is
gyroplane school. Students train on factory built aircraft equipped
recognised around the world.
with radio and transponder, permitting operation in controlled
Contact us on 0800 FLY A GYRO, email: fly@gyrate.co.nz or
airspace alongside commercial aircraft. With many private
visit us online at www.gyrate.co.nz
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North Shore Aero Club

Auckland’s Premier Flight Training Facility
The Facilities, the Aircraft, the
Location, the Reputation, the Passion,
we’ve got the lot! Big changes have been
happening here at NSAC with the recent
refurbishment of our premises and
acquisition of new aircraft reinforcing our
on-going commitment to being Auckland’s
premier flight training organisation.

Why…

The Facilities… State of the art training
aids, modern well equipped classrooms &
briefing rooms, dedicated flight planning
& op’s area, highly experienced instructors,
everything to facilitate professional and
efficient flight training; not to mention
we have CAA Part 141 Aviation Training
Organisation Certification and NZQA
Registration to be able to offer you other
qualifications beyond your pilot license.

From the Robin 2120
(Alpha 120) for basic training to the Piper
Warrior for advanced training to the
Beechcraft Duchess for Multi Engine IFR,
our aircraft are all beautifully presented,
impeccably maintained and exceedingly
well equipped. Our 5 Robin 2120s with
their excellent visibility, modern design and
peppy performance, form the backbone
of our fleet. We also have the Robin 2160
(Alpha 160) available for aerobatic training
providing a seamless transition to this
exhilarating form of aviation without the
complication of a new type of aircraft.
These are the very aircraft used recently at
the 2013 NZ International Air Show in a
world first 5 aircraft formation with Yves
‘Jetman’ Rossy and yes, you guessed it, 5
North Shore Aero Club pilots were chosen
to fly the aircraft!
Back to the fleet, our Piper Warriors
are fully IFR with autopilots, all navigation
aids and make an ideal platform for
Commercial, Cross Country and SE
IFR training. Our Beechcraft Duchess is

The Aircraft…

arguably the best example of this industry
benchmark Multi Engine IFR trainer in the
southern hemisphere! The Flight Director
makes hand flying approaches a breeze, or
you can sit back with the autopilot engaged
and let it do all the hard work. For those
wanting to obtain a Technically Enhanced
(Glass Cockpit) Instrument Rating, our
brand new G1000 equipped C182 provides
the perfect platform. We also have a mix
of Cessna’s including the 152, 172 & 182
models all at our disposal.
The Location… We are just a hop, skip and
20 minute drive from the Auckland CBD,
up the Northern Motorway. Once airborne,
you are immediately positioned in a large,
un-crowded flight training area offering
low flying areas, CTAs, CTRs, varied
terrain and a number of friendly airfields
to visit all within 15nm. All this equates
to very efficient PPL and CPL training
and of course being only 8nm away from
Whenuapai Air Force base with its RNAV
(GNSS), VOR/DME and ILS/DME
approaches and our own RNAV (GNSS)
approaches into North Shore, we are ideally
located for Instrument Rating training.
The Reputation… With our excellent pass
rates, NSAC pilots have experienced great
success all over the world moving to airlines
including Air New Zealand, Cathay Pacific,
Virgin Atlantic, Qantas, Virgin Australia
and Emirates to name a few, flying Beech
1900D, Q300, Boeing 737, 747, 767, 777,
and Airbus 320, 330, 340 and 380 aircraft.

This year we celebrate owning
our own airfield at Dairy Flat for 50 years.
The flying school is part of the club, pays
no rent and all our aircraft are debt free.
For you, this means no landing fees and
low hire rates and because we own the
airfield, training flights take priority.

Low Cost…

Social Events… We have plenty of social
activities for our members to enjoy. These
include Flying Trips, Pilot Nights, Movie
Nights, Aviation Pub Quizzes, Club Parties
and much, much more. Our club lounge/
bar is also a great place to relax after your
flying and to catch up with flying friends;
it’s amazing what you can learn from
chatting with experienced pilots.

You’re very welcome to
call in for a chat, or for more information
phone us on 0800 4 WINGS, email:
office@nsac.co.nz or visit www.nsac.co.nz

Contact Us…

Ensure your business is promoted in the next issue of KiwiFlyer. Email your requirements to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
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Mentored Advanced IFR Training and
Airline Interview Preparation at RidgeAir

Start your aviation
career with us
A Preferred Training Provider for the Air NZ Aviation Institute
Air Hawke’s Bay’s (AHB) history in aviation
education can be traced back more than 80
years. As the wholly-owned company of the
Hawkes Bay & East Coast Aero Club, we
specialise in providing full-time integrated
pilot training for both domestic and
international students.
We were the first training provider to
receive CAA Part 141 certification, and
our courses are accredited with NZQA.
Additionally, we have been appointed by
the Air NZ Aviation Institute as one of its
preferred five Flight Training Organisation
partners to provide career training options
for aspiring pilots. This partnership facilitates
airline-style selection criteria and training
standards which will enhance our student’s
employability into Air New Zealand.
AHB delivers programmes registered
under the NZ Diploma in Aviation which
attracts funding through the student loan
scheme. This new qualification has been
developed in consultation with the Aviation
Industry and offers specialised pathways to an
Airline pilot career or other professional roles
in aviation. Completing this qualification will
also provide students with further pathway
employment opportunities as a pilot in
instruction, tourism operations, air charter,
corporate aviation, national and international
airlines, and other specialist aviation activities.

One of several Cessna 172s in the Air Hawke’s Bay fleet.
Leading Features and Benefits of training with Air Hawke’s Bay
l In the aviation education market for more than 80 years
l Superior training outcome that provides value for money
l Over 90% course and qualification completion rates
l Full complement of qualified instructors with an instructor to student ratio of 1:3
l Owner and Operator of our own aerodrome with clear airspace, saving on training costs
l High student employment success rate, with graduates operating around the world
l Tertiary approved Diploma course and specialised tailored courses
l Conventional and Glass cockpit aircraft/simulator
l Onsite accommodation
l Varied weather patterns, landscape, and training scenarios
For more information

Our contact details are listed below. We look forward to meeting with you.

RidgeAir is based at Woodbourne in Blenheim and is headed
by Ross McCullum, Chief Pilot. Ross is an Experienced B-cat
Instructor specialising in Multi Engine IFR training, and has
worked for a number of regional Airlines flying the Saab 340 and
Metroliner, amassing over 11,000 hours experience. Ross held the
position of Head of Training and Standards for Macair Airlines
based in North Queensland Australia and is well equipped to
provide up and coming pilots with the knowledge and expertise
required to further their flying career.
RidgeAir has found a niche market from throughout New
Zealand and overseas assisting pilots who are preparing for their
first airline interview, along with pilots who simply want to renew
their instrument ratings and add the new PBN and GNSS RNAV
to their qualification. Many trainees utilise the time spent training to
gain an in-depth insight into realistic two crew operations that will
be required if they are accepted by an airline.
RidgeAir’s aircraft are extremely well equipped with the latest in
RNAV GPS equipment, Auto pilots and Flight Directors and Ross
says the focus is on Cockpit management and effective use of all
available resources.
Ross covers aspects of airline flying such as Challenge and
Response, Scan Flow Techniques and the proper use of Checklists.
This has proven to be of great benefit to young candidates when
they are put up for all important simulator check ride.
Woodbourne is ideally situated with Wellington ILS close at hand
and the availability of VOR, NDB and RNAV approaches at or
adjacent to Woodbourne.
At RidgeAir there are no hidden costs. The aircraft hire rate is
all inclusive of landing and Airways charges with the exception of
a small add-on for the Wellington Approaches. RidgeAir provide
electronic Flight Planning capability, all Charts and Maps, and
LightSpeed Zulu Noise Cancelling Headsets. Shared self-catering
accommodation is available for as little as $30 per day and Ross will
collect you and return you home each night, so there’s no need to
worry about transportation.

Ross says that he likes to keep it one-on-one to give each trainee
the best opportunity to learn, so don’t expect to see a large group
of students milling around waiting for their turn as only one
student is taken on at a time.
RidgeAir also operate a CAA Part 135 Charter operation with
their Piper Seneca IV and Cessna 402C and from time to time there
are opportunities for trainees to sit in on some of these charters.
Contact Ross at RidgeAir direct on 021 246 2544,
email: ross@ridgeair.co.nz or visit www.ridgeair.co.nz

ADVANCED MULTI-ENGINE IFR TRAINING

Training
now available
to meet new
PBN/GPS CAA
requirements

RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV
Train for an airline in one of the best equipped multi-engine turbo charged Senecas in
the country, with highly experienced instructors that have actual airline experience.
l
l

A: Woodbourne Airport, Blenheim

Ph: 0800 743 432

PO
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Train in a Real Helicopter Environment
with Frontier Helicopters at Whakatane
BASED at Whakatane Airport, Frontier
Helicopters offers trainee pilots a rich
environment from which to experience
real-time scenarios under real operating
conditions in real helicopter environments.
We have experienced commercial
instructors and the flight training business
operates within a commercial helicopter
business environment.
Mountain and bush flying opportunities
abound, being in close proximity to Te
Urewera National Park, the Waioeka Gorge,
as well as the Raukumara and Kaimanawa
Ranges. These areas are special in regard
to the confined and rugged nature of
the flying and the landings we practise
within. We are equally closely located to
six different control zones so trainees can
regularly practice flying in busy airspace.
At Frontier, we specialise in training
the basics of commercial helicopter flying
and in helping you to polish those skills
well. Our CPL syllabus includes a lot of

bush and confined area work, and we teach
long line (up to 200 feet) operations and
practise with the grapple and bucket to
develop future employment skillsets. CPL
students usually leave us with between
20 and 30 hours of long-lining in their
logbook. Night ratings are included within
our CPL syllabus and we have access to
all single engine helicopter types for rating
completions as desired.
Students can also expect to be taught
advanced techniques and will have
completed full touch-down autorotations
during training so they can be reassured
that our taught techniques work as well as
they should.
All basic training is conducted in our
brand new Guimbal Cabri G2. This
modern, composite, two seat helicopter
represents the latest and safest technology
including glass cockpit and is the first to
carry EASA (European Aviation Safety
Agency) certification. It is very stable to fly

07 308 4188 or 0800 804 354
info@frontierhelicopters.co.nz
216 Aerodrome Road, Whakatane Airport
www.frontierhelicopters.co.nz

and allows new students to focus on doing
well, rather than simply staying in control
– meaning they can move onto advanced
training much more quickly.
Whakatane has very settled weather
patterns and training here can take place
nearly every day. As part of participating
in a commercial environment, flying starts
early to make the most of calmer mornings.
We also offer first-class self-contained
accommodation in our new hangar
complex, at no additional cost to students
who are welcome to borrow our hangar car
if they don’t have their own.
Our reputation and training affords
students excellent employment prospects.
Check out our website to see the operations
we are involved in and to watch videos of
us at work: www.frontierhelicopters.co.nz
Contact us today for more information
or call in and come for a trial flight. We
look forward to meeting you and to helping
get your career underway.

Train in the latest and safest
light helicopter, our brand new
Guimbal Cabri G2.
Train with professional
helicopter operators
undertaking a diverse range of
commercial operations.
Train in a rich flying
environment, with plenty of
confined bush and mountain
work, longlining, and night
flying all included in our 150
hour commercial syllabus.
Train with skilled Instructors
who have genuine commercial
experiences to share.

Flight Training l Charter l Lifting l Hunting l Fishing l Mustering l Surveying
Filming l Fire Fighting l SAR l Seismic Support l Wild Animal Management
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Train in real-time scenarios
under real operating conditions
in real helicopter environments.
Train with Frontier Helicopters.
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Book Review: Bill Black’s story
Bill Black learned to fly helicopters
when most of one’s pilot training came
from figuring things out for oneself
and surviving any bad experiences that
happened along the way. It was also a
‘golden’ time when regulations weren’t
especially keeping up with the industry’s
development. He was a natural pilot who
transitioned from schoolboy models to
Tiger Moths as fast as he could earn the
money for lessons. Before long he had
bought his own, but after being given a ride
in the first helicopter to visit South Otago
where he lived, he realised that was what he
wanted to do. Now retired, Bill is one of
the living legends of our aviation heritage
and was awarded an MBE (way back in
1977) for his tremendous contributions to
mountain rescue and outstanding service to
the industry and community.
Compiled and edited by Merv Halliday, a
good half of the text in this book has been
written ‘as narrated’ by Bill – personally
telling you the stories, largely unedited and
as though you were sitting there with him,
sharing a drink probably. Thus the language
is conversational, and sometimes colourful,
and sometimes not to the point, but this
narrative style does offer an excellent
insight into Bill Black - the man and the
personality. Much of the rest of the text is
commentary from a wide variety of others
involved in Bill’s life of flying – and many
tales are told from their points of view also.
There are some poignant moments too,
that may well bring a tear to the eye.
Especially in the deer recovery days,
it was a hard working life. Shooter Errol
Brown says that “In one year during the
late ‘60s, we (he, Bill and the Gutter)
recovered 8,501 deer. Our biggest day was
195 deer, that’s found, shot, gutted, picked
up and ferried down to the boat. I think
Bill flew 14 hours that day.” And from Bill,
“I was doing between 100-120 hours a
month. I sometimes wondered why I put
the machine away at night because I could
be away again about three hours later next
morning and the machine was bloody well
still warm.”
There’s significant detail in some of
the recollections and they are always very
honest, and in a good few cases probably
incriminating too. There are many tales
involving calculated risk taking and several
near misses. That said, with almost 29,000
hours of helicopter time logged, Bill only
ever had one accident which was actually
the fault of his passenger (who bumped
off the mags while moving in the cockpit).

Given the locations and type of flying Bill
did, that is an outstanding record. And
without some of Bill’s calculated risk taking
over the years, many rescue
missions would not have
been conducted and many
lives would have been lost.
For some reason I
imagined there would have
been a greater sharing of
Bill’s ‘theory of safe flying’,
and it is included, but only
indirectly. No doubt a fair
degree of modesty means
that he’s always telling the
story, rather than telling
anyone how to fly. All
those years of aviation
wisdom are there though
– you just have to read
between the lines to see them.
I Did It My Way doesn’t particularly
need to be followed sequentially and can
quite easily be opened at random pages for
short and interesting reads of whatever

tale you’ve happened across. In fact that’s
not a bad way to start this book, especially
if you’ve a pre-conceived expectation of
getting straight into the thick of exciting
helicopter adventures.
As with most selfpublished books, there
are more words and
content than would have
got past a commercial
editing process, but that
is easily forgiven once
you’ve adjusted to the
style and got into some
of the tales held within. I
Did It My Way will be a
fascinating read for flyers
and enthusiasts alike. It’s
great that a book has been
written on a life such as
Bill’s and capturing this
story makes an important
contribution to the documentation of
aviation history in New Zealand. So thanks
and well done to Merv Halliday for that.
Add it to your collection for $40 plus $6.50
P&P from www.billblack.co.nz

Huge turnout for book launch and reunion
A LARGE crowd gathered at the Te Anau
those associated with the deer recovery
Club on Saturday 24th August to celebrate
industry - during a period of aviation which
the achievements of local helicopter pilot
we will never see the likes of again.
Bill Black with the launch of his biography
A minute of silence was observed in
I Did It My Way. (See
honour of absent
review this page.)
friends – a poignant
Several hundred people
time to remember Bill’s
attended the function
many colleagues who
and over 200 copies
have died in aircraft
were sold.
accidents. Bill says he
Bill became one of
“was lucky because
the pioneers of deer
he just kept coming
recovery in Fiordland
home”. “During the
when he signed up
deer recovery era the
with Tim Wallis (now
attrition rate was very,
Sir Tim) as a pilot for
very high,’’ said Merv.
Luggate Game Packers
The gathering
in 1967. Bill recovered
then took on a festive
thousands of feral
atmosphere, with
deer from the bush
speakers sharing their
and later as the owner
memories and tall tales
of his own helicopter
much to the delight of
business, also serviced
the audience. These
Bill and Shirley Black arrive at the reunion.
the fishing industry,
included Sir Tim
worked with muttonbirders, fought fires,
Wallis, Xerox Challenge and Coast to Coast
salvagedother aircraft and was involved in
founder Robin Judkins, and others.
over 500 search and rescue missions.
After the speeches there was plenty of
Merv Halliday, who compiled the book
time for informal catch-ups with old friends
and organised the launch, said he was
and many people enjoyed the camaraderie
overwhelmed with the turnout and support
well into the night. Sir Tim summed the day
of the function which provided for a rare
up well, saying, “That was the best reunion
reunion of former Fiordland pilots and
I have ever been to”.

If you have a new product and want to tell everyone in the NZ aviation community - Contact KiwiFlyer today on 0800 KFLYER.

Barry Harcourt

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training
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Hawker Tempest Project for sale
KIWI aviation enthusiasts with an ear for such things possibly
already know that Eric Hertz had begun a Hawker Tempest
restoration project before the tragic accident that claimed his and
wife Kathy’s lives back in March of this year.
Lesser known may be the tale of how this very complete aircraft
came to be in New Zealand, or that it is now for sale and at risk of
being lost overseas if a local buyer or syndicate cannot be found
to acquire it. That would be a
great shame. Hawker Tempests
were flown by 486 (NZ)
Squadron, a New Zealand
Fighter Squadron of the Royal
Air Force in WWII. Although
a small number are undergoing
restoration, there are currently
no airworthy Tempests
remaining. Thus MW376
would be a striking addition to
the NZ Warbirds scene and (as
Eric had intended) an honour
to the many Kiwis who have
worked on and flown them.

The Provenance of MW376

In 1948, the RAF sold 124 ex WWII Tempests to the Indian Air
Force. In 1949, this fleet was supplemented by a further 89 aircraft,
supplied by Hawker who had acquired 113 of the aircraft from
RAF surplus before refitting them. MW376 is one of those 89. The
RAF also passed a number of surplus Tempests on to the Pakistani
Air Force. Anecdotally, it wasn’t that long before both recipients
were using their new aircraft to
shoot at each other.
Tempests flew in India as
a front line fighter until about
1953 when they were replaced.
Their role then became one
of lead-in trainers. Later,
they were used as decoys to
be placed on airfields so that
people would think the Indian
Air Force had a lot of aircraft.
Under the cover of night they
would be trucked from airfield
to airfield to further enhance
the myth. MW376’s airframe
in fact bears damage which
suggests a lot of lifting and
History of the Tempest
transport so is likely to have
Derived from the Hawker
been one of the aircraft used
Typhoon, the Tempest was one
for this purpose.
of the most powerful fighter
In the late 1970s several
aircraft used during the war. A
Tempests were acquired by a
new ‘Typhoon II’ design was
British syndicate with a view
finalised in October 1941 and
to restoration. They were in
this was renamed the ‘Tempest’
varying states of repair and
in January 1942. Problems
Top: MW376 now at Ardmore, and Left, in France. Right: L to R Eric Hertz, Paul
in fact none are flying yet.
experienced with engine
deliveries led the Air Ministry McSweeny, Jack Stafford (who flew Tempests in WWII with Distinction), Steven Cox. MW376 was one of those
and has since passed through the hands of a series of owners, the
to ask for six prototypes with different engines to ensure that if a
immediate prior owner being an American who after deciding not
delay was encountered with one, another variant would be available.
to pursue its restoration, put it on the market. Its storage location
This resulted in a Mk.I with a Napier Sabre IV engine, Mk.II with
(still from the owner before that) was at a ‘Chateau in the South
Bristol Centaurus IV engine, Mk.III with a Griffon IIB engine,
of France’, from where it was recovered by Pioneer Aero for Eric
Mk.IV with a Griffon 61, and the Mk.V with a Napier Sabre II.
Hertz and transported to New Zealand.
Pilots reported “a manoeuvrable and pleasant aircraft to fly with
no major handling faults”. For various engine related reasons, first
Bringing MW376 to New Zealand
into production was the Tempest V variant, the first batch rolling
When Pioneer Aero Directors, Paul McSweeny and Steven Cox,
off the Hawker production line in June of 1943. They became the
heard that a Tempest was for sale, they asked around to see if there
RAF’s best low to medium altitude fighter.
was any interest in the project. One of the people they approached
Although the first Tempest Mk.II also flew in 1943, it took time
mentioned the opportunity to Eric Hertz and Eric subsequently
to sort various problems with the Centaurus engine and combined
contacted Paul, who then put a restoration budget proposal
with a decision to ‘tropicalise’ all Mk.II versions for service in
together that Eric accepted.
the South East Asian theatre, production didn’t commence until
Paul says that most Americans interested in warbird restoration
October of 1944. As the war drew to a close, most orders were
are fairly focused on acquiring either a Mustang or Corsair and he
scaled back or cancelled with Hawker eventually building a total of
asked Eric why he was choosing a Tempest. It turned out that Eric
402. They were powered by a 2590hp Centaurus V driving a 12 foot
knew more about 486 Squadron than Paul did. With no airworthy
9 inch Rotol propeller and intended for combat against Japan but
aircraft of the type remaining, Eric’s intention was to be able to
the Pacific War ended before they could be deployed.
honour the people who had worked on and flown them. He also
Tempest Vs however, were in the hands of operational
realised that Kiwis made up a large percentage of the Tempest
squadrons in 1944, including 486(NZ) Squadron. Their roles
flyers of the day.
included high altitude fighter sweeps, long range ground attacks
Eric sent Steve to the USA (where a container load of parts was
and anti-shipping reconnaissance. They also dealt to a great many
stored) and to France to undertake due diligence on the project
German V-1 flying bombs.
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A WWII image of the exact same type, this example designated MW404, being a Hawker Tempest Mk.II with Bristol Centaurus V engine.

with a view to assessing whether it was a) worth the money being
asked and b) able of being restored within the planned timeframe
and budget.
Steve says that when he got to the ‘French Chateau’ he found the
plane actually “in a concrete shed on a lifestyle block”, but he came
away thinking it was the best start of a restoration project he had
ever seen. It hadn’t been crashed, it was a very complete airframe,
and there were no major corrosion issues. He says the only apparent
gaps in the project were a few systems items. Needless to say, Eric
went ahead with the purchase.
In April 2012, Steve returned to France to arrange transport
of the aircraft back to New Zealand. Located on a small farm
30km from the nearest hardware store, the exercise proved to be
challenging; “The logistics were immense,” says Steve. Fortunately
through contacts in the industry they acquired the services of an
aircraft engineer who spoke French. Steve says his assistance was
invaluable, not only because he could speak the language but more
so because he was familiar with the “French way of doing things”.
The day before the container trucks came, the South of France
suffered its worst weather for a year. In no time at all the truck
was stuck requiring a chain of tractors to try and pull it free.
Luckily the owner of the Chateau was on good terms with the
local monastery and in due course, a Monk in full habit arrived
with the largest tractor of all and a huge trailer which was used to
relocate the aircraft some 4km away to flat land at the monastery
where everything could more easily be containerised. First, the
aircraft had to be lifted onto the trailer. Steve says he could hardly
believe it when a 60 tonne crane turned up to lift a 3 tonne aircraft.
Miraculously, “with much effort and cunning”, they managed
to negotiate several 90 degree corners on farm tracks to get on
location and the mission was accomplished.
Steve was in France for nearly 2 weeks and thanks to Kiwi rather
than English heritage, soon found his place as a ‘temporary local’.
Further good luck befell the project when it transpired that French
Customs had visited the plane a year before and declared it to be an
antique aircraft rather than a warplane, thus making it exponentially
easier to arrange its export.
Shipped via Singapore, it was finally offloaded in pouring rain
onto the Auckland wharves at 2am on 16th of June 2012. Paul and
Steve were there to watch.

Restoration Progress to date

Typically, all initial efforts centred on ‘inventorying’ the
aircraft and understanding what was missing. Paul says that
many component requirements can be misleading in that they
look the same as the Hawker Sea Fury, but in fact turn out to be
dimensionally different. Much of the missing systems components
– electrical fittings, instruments, etc., have since been sourced and
Paul says there are not many gaps left to fill. Fortunately a lot of
British gear was used across 20+ aircraft types and can be located

Have you got an interesting aviation story that KiwiFlyer readers might enjoy? Call us on 0800 535 937 and we’ll help you to share it.
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New Zealand Soaring
contributed by Jill McCaw

without too much trouble, though he also says they only have to
buy one of an item to make the price go up for the next one.
Steve has also pulled down the engine for evaluation. No
decision has been made on the engine yet – either the original
Bristol Centaurus, or a later model Sea Fury (parts are more readily
available) are options for the future owner(s) to consider.
Some restoration work of MW376’s airframe and systems has
been undertaken over the last 20 years by previous owners, however
this needs to at the least be thoroughly inspected and in some cases
repeated afresh by the Pioneer Aero team. An example of this is the
forward fuselage structure which has been completely redone since
arriving at Ardmore. All parts are presently appropriately inhibited
for storage though they can be readily inspected if required.
For Sale: Hawker Tempest MW376

Although the Tempest Mk.II didn’t see action during WWII,
it is unlikely that a Mk.V will ever be made airworthy again and
thus the Mk.II represents the best opportunity for a collector to
have a flying representation of the Tempest lineage. The Mk.II has
seen a degree of combat however, being utilised for strafing runs
during the India / Pakistan conflicts. The Pioneer Aero team don’t
currently have any historical information about the type’s service
in India but are seeking this. If any readers know of information
resources that might help with this then please pass those details on
to Paul at Pioneer Aero.
Tempest Mk.II MW376 is now for sale, with the estate of
Eric Hertz open to negotiation on the price. Paul says they do
understand that the cost of shipping the plane to New Zealand is
effectively lost and also that its currently dismantled state does little
to enhance its value. Potentially that adds up to a bargain acquisition
for a New Zealand syndicate. Paul says that if funds were available,
restoring the aircraft would take in the order of 3 years. There is
no syndicate currently in place so this could all be structured to the
requirements of its assembled members.
The budget to bring a project like this to a fully restored, flying
status is in the order of NZ$3m so a passion for aviation and what
the aircraft represents is required, as well as substantial funding.
Having the aircraft already here at Ardmore is a great start for
someone or a syndicate to indulge that passion and acquire what
is potentially a one-of-a-kind warbird with which to thrill aviation
enthusiasts, and themselves, and to honour those who worked on
and flew the Tempest, as was Eric’s intention.
For more information contact Paul McSweeny at Pioneer Aero
on 09 296 8913, email: paul@pioneeraero.co.nz or visit:
www.pioneeraero.co.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Join New Zealand’s most colourful aviation fraternity
Membership includes free access to the Visitor Centre and weekly email ‘Ops Orders’
newsletter. Associate Membership $90. Full Membership $145.
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Higher and higher: Soaring in the wave
If your aircraft
needs some care, we can
help breathe new life into it.
Classic Aircraft Specialists

All Fabric services and restoration work undertaken
Material suppliers for all fabric requirements

Paint Stripping l Corrosion Removal
Paint Refinishing l Interior Refurbishment
l
l
l

Soaring in the wave can provide for some “tremendous fun” and mean a free ride to 18,000 feet and beyond.

All to a better than new standard that
you will be proud of for years to come.
We use and supply
Superflite FAA approved
Aircraft Paint Systems
for fabric, metal
and composite aircraft.

USA

Award Winning Fabric
Covering and Finish System

www.pacificaerocoatings.com

LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD

GIFT S
R
CHE
VOU ABLE
L
AVAI

EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT
IN A WWII FIGHTER
WITH WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
HARVARD l P-40 KITTYHAWK l SPITFIRE
CAA Part 115 certified

.
.
.
.

New Zealand Warbirds Association Limited.
Ardmore Airfield.
Phone: (09) 298 9207
PDC 14
Email: NZWarbirds@paradise.net.nz
Papakura 2244
www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

Fabric, Metal and Composite
Fixed Wing and Helicopters
Tiger Moths to Corporate Jets

WWW.WARBIRD.CO.NZ
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AS I write this column I’ve just spent the
morning in the Air Law lecture for the
Qualified Glider Pilot (QGP) rating. In
amongst the lists of CAA, Gliding NZ, and
local club rules, our CFI who was giving
the lecture said something that had never
occurred to me. He said that most power
pilots don’t know the rules pertaining to
airspace. He says they don’t need to know,
as most don’t fly higher than 2000 feet
above the ground.
It makes sense I suppose. Most GA
flights are VFR and you don’t need to be
any higher than that. It is probably one
of the biggest differences between glider
pilots and other pilots. For us, height is
everything. The higher we go the further
we can fly. This is why loss of uncontrolled
airspace (see the article earlier in this issue
in KiwiFlyer) is such a big deal. We need
that height. Not to mention, when you
are climbing in wave lift it can actually be
difficult to stop ascending.
This happened to a crowd of
Canterbury Gliding Club pilots last
weekend. It was a glorious spring day, clear
and cool with a good nor-west breeze
blowing up top. In nor-west conditions
the airflow over the Southern Alps creates
wave. If you remember that air is a liquid
then the phenomenon is identical to what
happens to a river flowing over rocks.
The water/air falls over the obstacle and
then ‘bounces’ upward – higher than the
obstruction that caused it. Then the ripple
effect causes further waves downstream.
Last Saturday the sky above our glider field
here at Springfield was full of waves.
I went flying with my son Alex in the
Club’s Janus, a cross-country two seat
glider. By the time we took off many others

had noted that there was a reliable entry
into the wave above the Lime Works on
the main road and the tow pilot was taking
everyone over there. We released from
tow at around 2000 feet AGL, straight
into rotor thermal, the broken but mostly
rising air under the wave. This is the tricky
bit. The useable lift of the wave doesn’t
happen much below about 8000 feet so
to use it you have to find a way up. It can
often take hours or scunging and circling in
weak and scrappy thermals to do it. Then
you have to find the wave, the rising air
of course is completely invisible and it is
a matter of making judgements based on
what cloud you can see and wind strength
and direction. Alex and I however were in
for a dream run. We thermalled the rotor,
gaining height, losing the lift occasionally,
but consistently climbing overall. Within
ten minutes from release of tow we had
gained 4000 feet and were sitting around
7000 feet ASL. The lift smoothed out. The
area of rising air widened. We were in the
wave, the bounce of smooth air that could
have taken us to 18,000 feet. We didn’t even
have to go looking for it. From the cloud
indicators we could have ridden that line of
wave lift all the way to Hanmer.
The glider was oxygen and transponder
equipped. We could have gone anywhere.
One thing we couldn’t do without
clearance, was keep going up. Our airspace
ceiling was 9500 feet. It was late in the
day, bitterly cold, and neither of us were
dressed for a prolonged flight at altitude so
we decided against going cross country and
we decided against the bother of asking
for clearance to go higher. The problem
was, the lift was so strong it was almost
impossible to stay below that ceiling. We

were flying at 80 knots (racing speed for the
Janus) AND had the airbrakes out. We were
still going up. I actually had to fly out of
the wave to keep us legal.
The whole flight was tremendous fun.
We didn’t want to go higher/further/do
more than we did. But many times glider
pilots do. There were other people flying
that day who would have loved to have
popped up higher, just to see how high the
wave went, how high they could go. It’s like
stopping climbing, half way up a mountain
because there’s an arbitrary line on the
ground, with a sign that says, ‘You shall not
cross this line until you’ve cleared it with
the Controller.’
Of course, many of those flying that
day did call up Control and get clearance.
It was granted without any problems, but
that is not always the case. If the Controller
is busy, there is a commercial jet coming
through, or for any number of reasons,
sometimes that permission will not be
granted. Glider pilots aren’t bemoaning the
need for controlled airspace. No-one wants
to be wrapped around the tail of a 747.
Heck, I don’t even want to be anywhere
near its prop wash. What we do want is
places in the sky where we can play, without
unnecessary restrictions.
If you are interested in gliding and
flying in wave yourself, see the Gliding NZ
website for your closest club. If you are
interested in helping keep New Zealand
from being swamped in unneeded airspace
restrictions, contact GNZ President Nigel
Davy, email: nigeldavy@clear.net.nz
I’m Jill McCaw, Editor and Publisher of SoaringNZ,
NZ’s magazine about all things gliding. Subscription
details can be found on www.gliding.co.nz

KiwiFlyer invites readers to send in contributions that will be of general interest to the NZ aviation community. Call us to discuss.
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Gyro News from Europe
on Monday the Distribution Partners join in conference to hear the
plans for the future and to discuss progress to date. The conference
took two days and included news
of a world non-stop distance record
in a gyroplane, over 1500kms!
THIS is a brief report on an annual
Another amazing piece of news
pilgrimage to the AutoGyro Europe
was an attempt at the world altitude
factory in Hildesheim, Germany. It
record in an AutoGyro Europe
has become routine for me to attend
MTO Sport. The aircraft was within
the factory open day which allows all
a few hundred feet of the record
and sundry to tour one of Europe’s
of 26,407 feet when it literally ran
most prolific producers of modern
out of puff - the air was too thin to
aircraft. Each manufacturing process
produce the performance required.
is explained by the young team
So near!
of engineers who have expanded
I was invited to stay over for two
dramatically to meet demand from
more days to join an international
over 40 countries. This year there
panel of Instructors tasked with
has been another mega step forward
setting a standard for certifying
with major investment from a Swiss
Autogyro Instructors and flight
finance source enabling a 6 million
schools. The objective is to bring
Euro building to be added. This
a common level of training to all
is dedicated solely to carbon fibre
autogyro operations wherever they
production which is an area that has
may be and for this to be recognised
been a bottle-neck in the production
by a major insurance company as a
process.
suitable basis for cover. It may also
Following the open day I am
become the basis for regulatory
usually invited to join the ‘Sunset
authority in some quarters. More
Flight’, a tour in formation around
details of the online training element
the local area while nice sunset shots
can be found at www.iapgt.org
are taken by a chase plane, always
(the International Association of
a pleasant experience but more so
Top: At conference in Germany. Above: IThe AutoGyro Europe factory.
Professional Gyroplane Training
when the numbers are limited and
website) where the level of professional endeavour may well
the skill level is high. When the sun goes down the music goes up,
astound you. See also the article on the IAPGT in the Training
dinner is served to all the staff and guests, then an effort is made
Supplement section of this issue of KiwiFlyer.
to drink the profits of their endeavours. Sunday is for recovery but
Tony Unwin recently attended a conference in Europe, one of the aims of
which was to begin establishing an international standard for certifying
autogyro instructors and flight schools.

The KiwiFlyer
Event Guide
October TBA
CRM in the Wire and Obstruction
Environment Safety Course

Date and locations to be advised. Visit
www.totalaviationquality.co.nz for info.
October 18th-20th
Tiger Moth Club Spring Fly-in

At Taumarunui. Contact Graeme Wood 09
418 3044 or e: woodsy@clear.net.nz
November 30th
Nelson Airport 75th Anniversary Open
Day and Dinner

At Nelson. Contact Kaye McNabb on
03 547 3199 or email: kayemcnabb@
nelsonairport.co.nz

January 4th-5th
Warbirds and Wheels at Whitianga

NZ Warbirds Association with Mercury
Bay Aero Club and Speedway are providing
flying displays at 1030, 1230 and 1430hrs,
plus stockcar racing and entertainment.
Email: mbac@xtra.co.nz

January 10th-24th
Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School

Happy Cub

Annual two-week flying school for Scouts
and other young people at Matamata
Airfield. For more information visit www.
scouts.org.nz/walsh, E: walsh@scouts.org.
nz or phone David Jupp on 021 476 676.
January 26th
Classics of the Sky Tauranga Airshow

On Auckland Anniversary Weekend.
Commemorating] the centenary of WW1
with aircraft from The Vintage Aviator
as well as the usual NZ airshow display
aircraft, pyrotechnics, military re-enactors,
and a range of trade sites. Details available
on www.tcas.co.nz or from
airshow@classicflyersnz.com

Sports Aircraft NZ Ltd is the authorised
distributor for the Zlin Aviation - Savage Cub
range of complete and kit aircraft.

Happiness is a Cub

February 1st-2nd
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs

call Tim on 09 423 9494
www.sportsaircraftnz.com

At Omaka. Contact Craig Anderson on 029
890 4910 or email:
craig@soundsaero.co.nz
April 1st-4th
Warbirds Over Wanaka
International Airshow

See www.warbirdsoverwanaka.com
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Kiwi Flying History
contributed by John Nicolson with assistance from Dave Paull

Ag. Planes Past and Present
Part 5 - Piper’s PA-18A Super Cub and PA-25 Pawnee
the mid-1960s, was back on the register as a 160hp Pawnee in early
2011, taking up the role of a glider tug.
One of the more numerical ag. types to appear here was the
There are not many old school ag. pilots that did not cut their
nuggetty little Piper PA-18A Super Cub (‘A’ meaning agricultural
teeth on the trusty ‘235 (235hp version). The Pawnee turned out
adaptation), otherwise known as the ‘Little Knocker’. Airwork Ltd
to relish fulltime work at worry level as a cropsprayer. Intended to
of Christchurch imported two of the country’s first Super Cubs
reduce the pilot’s workload, the first of the Pawnees did not have
in 1952 as cropsprayers/topdressers - ZK-AZJ and ZK-AXH,
a constant speed prop (CSU),
both of which were 135hp
whereas the later 260hp ‘C’ and
(although I believe they may have
‘D’ models had optional CSU
been re-equipped with 150hp
or fixed pitch props. Some
engines.) The Cubs excelled
235s were re-equipped in NZ
as cropsprayers and seeders in
(from 1970) with a six cylinder
the hands of crackerjack pilots.
Lycoming 250hp engine. The
AJZ was returned to private
235’s payload, with its larger
ownership as a two-seater in late
hopper is listed at 1,100lb and
1958 and is not now on the NZ
it has a 630ft/min ROC at
civil register. ZK-AXH crashed
MTOW (which isn’t brilliant for a
in the Rakaia Gorge (southwest
topdresser, I suggest).
of Christchurch) in late 1954 and ZK-BTE was operated by Aerial Farming, Aerial Work and Airspread and
is identical to Central Aviation’s (Roxburgh) two Super Cubs BNX/BKM,
The Pawnee’s standard fuel
was soon after written off.
flown by Doug Johnson (Roxburgh) and Peter Bevan (Clyde) that I used
tank was located just forward
The 150hp Super Cub, which
to watch in awe at work in the mid to late 1950s. Note the chain strung
of the cockpit - with the small
was basically mixing it with
between the wheel legs of BTE which is there to prevent the legs from
baggage locker. But a couple of
Austers, Cessna 180s, Auster
spreading (and collapsing) under weight on rough ground.
(Dave Paull Photo - 1963)
local fiery crashes in NZ clearly
Agricola and Fletchers, had a
highlighted the need for that to
maximum payload of 800lb. The
be changed. Thus the Pawnee
Super Cub’s most productive time
‘D’ model (the last of type) had
here was during the 1960s - I
its fuel tanks located in the outer
counted a total of 123 Super Cubs
wing panels at factory level.
registered (to 1969) on my old
And so it was that the NZ Piper
CAD register, 84 of which were
people relocated the fuel tanks
involved in aerial agriculture work
to the Kiwi Pawnee’s wing roots,
as ‘A’ models.
as is pretty much the norm for
GA light aircraft, and upgraded
Piper PA-25 Pawnee
the aircraft’s fuel systems
The Pawnee, for me, is one
Pawnee PA-25-235B ZK-CNG (C/n 25-3624), which flew with Aerial
accordingly. The fuel tank gap,
topdresser that looks like it
Sowing and Airwork, was one of 49 purpose-built Pawnee topdressers
although tolerably small, was
can do the business (Cessna’s
to arrive here from 1962. This photograph was taken at Timaru by Bob
taken up by a buddy seat for the
AgWagon and the big Air Tractor Kerr in its heyday. CNG is today with the Canterbury Gliding Club as a
loader driver.
are others). First flying in 1957,
towplane with a 250hp Lycoming engine under the bonnet. Airwork (NZ
Importers) was one of our biggest users of the Pawnee, having 14 of them
The presence in NZ of the
the Piper Pawnee was produced
on line at one time. (John Nicolson Collection)
235/250hp Pawnee 235 sprayer/
in the USA between 1959 and
topdresser, in terms of numbers, began to wain somewhat on
1982 before being sold to a concern in Argentina.
the arrival (in 1966) of the much bigger, 300hp Cessna A188
Nine initial production PA-25-150 Pawnees (150hp), having an
Agwagon. We have 10 Pawnees presently on the ZK-register, none
ex-factory payload of 800lb, arrived here between 1960 and 1962.
as topdressers. The Pawnee has long settled into its second life as a
One Pawnee ‘150 (ZK-BWU) had a 180hp engine installed in NZ
glider tug - and is one of the most popular tugs in the country.
in 1964. And Pawnee PA-25-150 ZK-BWP, first registered here in
Piper PA-18A Super Cub

GEAR FOR AVIATORS: Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

Bose
ICOM
Zaon
ASA
Kannad
Jeppesen
Flightcom

We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator
Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment.
AGlaze Superior Protection - Exclusive Aviation Partner in New Zealand
Contact Chris 021 262 2272

www.adnz.co.nz

l BeyerDynamic
David Clark
l
l Aircraft Spruce
Lightspeed
l
Spidertracks
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Ask for a quote today. Free postage on all orders over $179.

Located at Classic Flyers, 9 Jean Batten Drive, Tauranga Airport.
P: 07 572 4000 E: info@nzpilotshop.co.nz www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Advertise in this space from $75 +GST per issue.
KiwiFlyer is focused on the New Zealand
aviation community and delivered FREE to
every aircraft operator and aviation business.
Advertisers can be assured of the widest
possible market coverage.
P: 0800 535 937 E: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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ZK Register Review Profiles

provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific

contributed by Penny Belworthy

ZK-AMA
DHC-2 Beaver Mk 1

ZK-HNE
Agusta-Bell AB139

ZK-HNE has recently been imported
into New Zealand by HNZ New Zealand
Limited and is being used for gas and oil
support off the coast of New Plymouth.
HNZ’s operations began in late 1956
using one Bell 47 helicopter, spraying gorse
for South Island farmers. More than fifty
years on, HNZ operates a fleet of more
than 45 helicopters and runs helicopter
operations throughout New Zealand,
Australia, and South-East Asia and has
over 25 years experience in the rugged
conditions of Antarctica.
The Agusta-Bell AB139 is a
conventional layout twin-engined transport
helicopter, fitted with a retractable tricycle
landing gear. It is flown by a crew of
two pilots, with up to 15 passengers
accommodated in three rows of five.
Originally designed and developed jointly
by Agusta and Bell Helicopters, it was redesignated the Augusta-Westland AW139
when Bell withdrew from the project after
54 aircraft had been manufactured.
HNZ currently have three AW139s in
their fleet, with two more on order and an
option on a further two.

Auckland Seaplanes aims to continue the
history of flying boats from Auckland
Harbour and have imported a beautiful
de Havilland DHC-2 Beaver, selected in
part due to its short take-off and landing
capabilities and the resulting minimal
impact on other parties. Flights will be
offered to Waiheke, Great Barrier and the
many islands in the Hauraki Gulf as well as
charters to the Bay of Islands, Coromandel
and general scenic flights. Chief Executive
of Auckland Seaplanes, Chris Sattler told
me that the Beaver had been operated by
a private individual in Canada as C-GBVR
for the last 25 years, mainly to fly to his
fishing lodge. With only about 4600 hours
total time, they believe it is the second
lowest time Beaver in the world.
The de Havilland Canada DHC-2 Beaver
is a single-engined, high-wing, propellerdriven, STOL utility aircraft which first flew
in 1967. The Beaver was designed for flight
in rugged and remote areas of the world,
with its short takeoff and landing capability
making it ideal for operating to areas
normally only accessible by foot, or canoe.
The type has been widely used for cargo

and passenger hauling, aerial application,
and also for utility purposes in various
armed forces. A Royal New Zealand Air
Force Beaver supported Sir Edmund
Hillary’s expedition to the South Pole.
The picture here of ZK-AMA was taken
on its first public outing at the Auckland
Maritime Museum 20th anniversary event.
The original ZK-AMA was TEAL’s first
aircraft back in August 1939 - a Short
S-30C Empire Class Flying Boat.

ZK-MFS Urban Air
UFM-13 Lambada

Mike Spruce of Greymouth describes his
new Lambada as an elegant and versatile
bird that could be registered as a motorglider, light aircraft, or microlight as it
comfortably fits into any one of these
groups. It is one of the latest generation of
high performance mid wing aircraft, built
by Wings ’n Tracks, a leading manufacturer
of light composite aircraft in South Africa.
The Lambada is a fully composite,
side by side two seat design, with ample
leg room and baggage space, ideal for fun
flying, cruising and also for glider towing..
MFS has optional wing extensions which
increase the wingspan by two metres for
a better glide ratio. Powered by a Rotax

Buying an aircraft? - We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft? - We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.
Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…

Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.
Contact Craig Brown P: 09 295 1639
E: craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.
www.hawkerpacific.com

NZ’s one-stop Rotary and Fixed Wing maintenance facility all under one roof

ARRIVALS - July / August 2013		
ABC Ryan ST-M S2
Mr N R Kruse
AMA DHC-2 Beaver Mk 1
Auckland Seaplanes Limited
BLD
Shearer TT1
Mr O R Shearer
DAE Diamond DA 40
Aeromotive Leasing Limited
HBN Aerospatiale AS 350B1
The Alpine Group Limited
HKT
Aerospatiale AS 350B2
Airwork (NZ) Limited
HMR MBB BO 105 CBS-5
Rick Lucas Helicopters Limited
HNE Agusta AB139
HNZ New Zealand Limited
IAZ
Hughes 369E
Jasra Helicopters Limited
IEN
McDonnell Douglas 500N
Heliventures NZ Limited
IMJ
Aerospatiale AS 350B2
The Helicopter Line Limited
IND
Bell 206L-1
Silver Fern Helicopters Limited
ISO
McDonnell Douglas 500N
Faram Aviation Group Limited
IWA Bell 206L-3
Ashworth Helicopters (2009) Ltd
JLB
Piper PA-18-135
Mr J L Benbow
JRR
Gippsland GA8
Glenorchy Air Services & Tourist Co
LMR
BRM Aero Bristell LSA
Aerohire Limited
MCZ Gippsland GA8
Milford Sound Flights Limited
MFS Urban Air UFM-13 Lambada
Mr M F Spruce
OXB Airbus A320-232
Air New Zealand Ltd
UXY Alpha R2160i
Alpha Aviation Manufacturing Ltd
ABE
Rans S-6ES Coyote II
Hawkes Bay East Coast AeroClub
AVM Grumman G-44A
Mr W J Denholm
TRANSFERS - July / August 2013
CGH Cessna 185C
Remote Adventures Ltd
CNR Cessna 182R
Palms on George Ltd
DAS Cessna TU206A
Tandem Skydiving (2002) Ltd
DBI
Falconar F-12
Mr S K Wendler
DCD Cessna 182H
Tandem Skydiving (2002) Ltd
DGR Airborne XTS-912
Mr B Tuffnell
DNO Cessna A150L
Mr M A Fletcher
DOQ Piper PA-28-140
Mr I W Fletcher
DQV Piper PA-28R-200
Arrow 5 Syndicate
DYB
Jodel D.11
Mr A M Quayle
EDA Evans Volksplane VP-1 UL
Mr G A Whatmough
EYZ
Pterodactyl Ascender
Mr M S McMillan
FCQ Cessna 152
Nelson Aviation College Ltd
FGE
Cessna 152
Roc On Aviation Limited
FJD
Piper PA-22-160
Rod Bryant & Ross Whetton Syn
FLC
Cessna 152
Associated Aviation WGTN Ltd
FVK
Kolb Twinstar Mark-II
Mr N J Roberts
GKW Schleicher ASW 27
Mr G R Scott
GVQ Schempp-Hirth Janus CM
Whangarei District Gliding Club
GXA Schempp-Hirth Standard Cirrus
Barrie & McGrath Syndicate
GXC Schempp-Hirth Discus b
Mr T R Hardwick-Smith
GYH Rolladen-Schneider LS 4-a
Mr N A Walker
HCB Robinson R22 Beta
Aurum Helicopters Ltd
HCR Robinson R44
Western Pacific Helicopters Limited
HEC Eurocopter EC 130 B4
Tasman Helicopters Ltd
HFH Aerospatiale AS 350BA
The Helicopter Line Limited
HFL
Robinson R22 Beta
Mr M Carter
HFS
Eurocopter AS 355 F2
Heletranz Limited
HFT
Hughes 369E
Lister Helicopters Limited
HGU Robinson R44 II
Wanaka Helicopters Ltd
HHI
Robinson R44
Mr H A Adams
HNB Kawasaki BK117 A-4
Airwork (NZ) Limited
HRJ
Robinson R22 Beta
Outback Helicopters Ltd
HST
Aerospatiale AS 350B2
Heletranz Limited
HTV
Eurocopter EC 120 B
Heletranz Limited
HUW Hughes 369D
H E Clementson Limited
HVV Robinson R44 II
Mr S D McFarlane
HXM Robinson R44 II
Fiordland Enterprises Limited
HZF
Schweizer 269C
Helicopters Hawkes Bay 2006 Ltd
IAG
Schweizer 269C
Helicopters Hawkes Bay 2006 Ltd
IBQ
Aerospatiale AS 350BA
The Helicopter Line Limited
IDQ
Eurocopter AS 350 B3
The Helicopter Line Limited
IHE
Robinson R44 II
Heletranz Limited
IHN
Robinson R44 II
Mr R J Lane
IMD
Hughes 369E
Heli A1 Limited
INM Hughes 369E
Mount View Developments Limited
INP
Robinson R44 II
Heletranz Limited
IPV
Eurocopter EC 130 B4
Helicopter Corporation Limited
ITT
Robinson R44 II
Mount Peel Limited
IVV
Robinson R22
Mr C J Deroles
JCC
Cessna 152
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
JDC
Cessna 152
Roc On Aviation Limited
JNR
Airborne Windsports Edge X 582 Christine & Robert Oliver
KCC Piper PA-28-181
G & J Hales Limited
LJI
Piper PA-28-181
Pacific Pilot Training Limited
MAC Evektor - Aertechnik Sportstar Plus Pacific Pilot Training Limited
MAD Quad City Challenger II
The Mad Syndicate
MBB Piper PA-34-220T
Air Napier Limited
MDR Cessna 172N
Mr S D Bamford
MIS
Vans RV 7A
Petroview NZ Limited
MSF Britten-Norman BN2A-26
OFD Ostfriesischer Flug Dienst GMBH
NPT
Evektor - Aertechnik Sportstar Plus Pacific Pilot Training Limited
PKT
Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200
Mr S Amstad
RCH Rotor Flight Dominator
Jinpole Limited
RMX Cessna 172M
Mr M R Gardner
ROC Piper PA-34-200
Helipro Aviation Training Limited
ROK Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Skydive Wanaka Limited
SAT
Air Tractor AT-402B
Skyfarmers Aviation Ltd
SBD
Micro Aviation Bantam B22J
Mr J Lienaerts
SJR
Airborne Windsports Edge X 582 Mr J R Sharp
SKZ
Cessna U206F
Tandem Skydiving (2002) Ltd
TEB
Tecnam P96 Golf
Mr C W Johnston
TSS
Britten-Norman BN2A-26
OFD Ostfriesischer Flug Dienst GMBH
TWN Tecnam P2006T
Ardmore Aviation Services Ltd
TZR
Cessna 172S
Izard Pacific Aviation Ltd
TZX
Slingsby T67M200
Mr T M Dance
UVW Cessna 152
Air Manawatu Ltd
WER Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200
Mr S M Inness
ZGR Cessna 152
Air Hawkes Bay Limited

Cambridge
Auckland
Alexandra
Auckland
Wanaka
Papakura
Palmerston North
Nelson
Christchurch
Oamaru
Queenstown
Silverdale
Hastings
Gisborne
Nelson
Queenstown
Whakatane
Queenstown
Greymouth
Auckland
Cambridge
Hastings
Auckland

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Gyroplane
Aeroplane
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane

Takaka
Pukekohe
Taupo
Rangiora
Taupo
Christchurch
Ashburton
Auckland
Hamilton
Pukerua Bay
Hikurangi
Timaru
Motueka
Wellington
Wanganui
Nelson
Rangiora
Murchison
Whangarei
Tauranga
Eltham
Christchurch
Cromwell
Wanaka
Motueka
Queenstown
Feilding
Auckland
Milton
Wanaka
Hokitika
Papakura
Pongaroa
Auckland
Auckland
Westport
Hamilton
Te Anau
Hastings
Hastings
Queenstown
Queenstown
Auckland
Auckland
Otorohanga
Wanaka
Auckland
Hamilton
Gore
Winton
Paraparaumu
Wellington
Gore
Paparoa
Nelson
Nelson
Franz Josef Glacier
Napier
Balclutha
Lower Hutt
Papakura
Nelson
Christchurch
Auckland
Waiau
Paraparaumu
Wanaka
Ashburton
Huntly
Darfield
Taupo
Hastings
Papakura
Papakura
Taupo
Albany
Feilding
Hamilton
Hastings

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Amat Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Amat Aeroplane
Microlight Class 1
Microlight Class 1
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Glider
Power Glider
Glider
Glider
Glider
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Amat Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Gyroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane

F O R A L L F I X E D W I N G A N D ROTA RY
M A I N T E NA N C E , R E PA I R A N D
AV I O N I C S R E Q UI R E M E N T S ,
C O N TAC T H A W K E R PAC I F I C
AT A R D M O R E O N 0 9 2 9 5 0 6 6 5

NEW AIRCRAFT | USED AIRCRAFT | ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
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Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Craig Brown on 09 295 1639, email: craig.brown@hawkerpacific.com

www.hawkerpacific.com

AFTER reviewing all of the modifications
available for the Rans S-7 and added those
he liked, Phil Meredith has built his Rans
S7 Courier unlike any other S7 in NZ.
After all, that is what building your own
aeroplane is about - taking a design and
making it yours.

DEPARTURES - July / August 2013
BEL
Cessna 180
CGJ Cessna 180A
CHX Jodel D9 UL
CSD Diamond DA20-C1
DTM Cessna 310P
DYX
NZ Aerospace FU24-950
EYD
Piper PA-38-112
FIJ
Gordon Bedson Resurgam
FJT
Piper PA-28-181
HEE
Kaman K-1200
HJT
Hughes 269B
HKE Robinson R22 Beta
HQD MBB MBB-BK117 B-2
HTA
Bell 206B
HTQ Robinson R22 Beta
HUN Bell 47G-5A
HYO Kawasaki BK117 A-4
IHN
Robinson R44 II
JFW Free Flight K1
JGB
Cessna 152
JSJ
Solar Wings Pegasus XL-R
KAL
Cessna 182P
KTZ
Cessna 152
LAW Cessna 207A
LGR
Britten-Norman BN.2A Mk.III-1
LJB
Piper PA-28-181
NDY Cessna 404
NGE Boeing 737-3U3
NNN Piper PA-44-180
OBI
Beech B19
OOL Solar Wings Quantum Sport
PIG
Murphy Renegade II
PPC
Alliant Aviation Fusion
TRC
Cessna 421C
YOU Solo Wings Windlass Aquilla
ZQN Britten-Norman BN2B-26

It has removable aluminium cockpit
sides and clear full length doors, a STOL
kit is fitted with control gap seals and wing
fences and high to low pressure guides to
redirect the air flow over the flaps. The
flaps are 40% larger than the standard S-7
and the ailerons are 20% larger. These flaps
are tapered with the end the same width as
the aileron. The wing tips are modified, the
original wing tanks have been removed to
put the longer range tanks in giving a total
of 37 US gallons. At the front end is an
enhanced and ported/polished Lycoming

O-235 engine giving around 130hp
spinning a Brent Thompson propeller. It
has a Fat Boy tail wheel with reinforced
double spring and a keel beam in the lower
fuselage. The extremely large main wheels
are suitable for just about any sort of rough
airstrip landings.
Test pilot Evan Belworthy says the ride
on the ground is like on a soft mat with
the large wheels soaking up all bumps.
The clear doors provide for good vision
everywhere and the aircraft has nil vices.
Stall is a non-event and recovery is almost
immediate, the cruise sets up around 85
knots and is very stable, the approach
and landing is the aeroplanes favourite
place where it comes in slow and then just
mushes down giving a smooth and very
short landing. Evan describes TKB as
“Very comfortable fun, with great views
and an ability to fly in to and out of quite
small paddocks.”

ZK-TKB Rans S-7 Courier
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Why fit a BRS
Ballistic Recovery System

For when
circumstances prevent a safe
conventional landing

Aircraft and
Component
Painting Services
Part 145 certified

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

912ULS, it cruises effortlessly at around 90
knots. Its powered range exceeds six hours,
and on good soaring days it is capable of
covering long-distances using only a few
minutes of fuel to launch. In the 2008
NASA challenge, the Lambada won the
Lowest Community Noise, Quietest LSA,
and Lowest Cabin Noise awards.
Mike’s aircraft has logged more than 500
hours touring Southern Africa, visiting over
60 different airfields along the way, from
international airports to short grass strips
in the bush.

KiwiFlyer

provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific

ZK Register Review Profiles

l Forced landing over hostile terrain, at

night or over water
l Mid-air collision with another aircraft
l Structural or system failure
l Loss of control or disorientation - in
turbulence, at night or in poor visibility
l Pilot medical issue - non pilot passengers
can land the aircraft safely

NEW, OVERHAULED, AND
PRE-OWNED R44s & R22s
ALWAYS AVAILABLE
NEW AND PRE-OWNED
AGUSTAS AVAILABLE

Contact: Brett Sanders
Bus: 		 09 299 9442
Fax: 		 09 299 9458
Mobile: 		 021 748 984
Email:		 brett@heliflitepacific.com
Web:		 www.heliflitepacific.com
Address: 168 Kittyhawk Lane,
Ardmore Airport, Auckland.
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Technology

Speed
ROBINSON R66 TURBINE
6 SOLD - LIMITED 2014
SLOTS AVAILABLE

Contact Leading Edge Aviation
for NZ Sales, Service, and Support.
Phone Bryn Lockie on (09) 973 5119 or email: bryn@lockie.co.nz

Quality

Efficiency

Anyone can get an aircraft on the ground safely by simply pulling a handle.
The occupants stay secure in their seats, the entire aircraft is lowered to the
ground under a huge ballistically deployed parachute.

Was your chute installed
before 2007?
We can repack it for you.
Having trouble getting your
‘other’ brand chute serviced?
Ask about our trade-in offer.

Scale

The scale that allows us to
take on the big jobs,
means that we can
offer very cost effective
solutions for operators of
small aircraft too.

! LOOK !
Fly in and fly out
‘cut & polish’ service
with paint match and
touch ups, all from
$250+GST for
small aircraft.

75 Ingram Road, Hamilton Airport
P: 07 843 0392

F: 07 843 7059

E: info@aviationpaintingservices.co.nz
www.aviationpaintingservices.co.nz
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KiwiFlyer Classified
NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

DH 82A Tiger Moth

Dynamic WT9 Speed T

Famous Fish of WWII

A Poster for Aviation and Fishing Enthusiasts?
by Jake Hassells

SO

LD

New Robinson R22 Beta II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

ZK-BLM. Just off total restoration. All new wood.
Zero timed engine. New propeller. 35 hrs total since
restoration. Large spares package with sale.
$139000 firm. Located Christchurch. Ph 0274479696

A superb fast microlight.

Robinson R22 available for
private hire or commercial lease
Fully optioned and in as-new condition.
Currently based at Ardmore.
No monthly syndicate fee.
No need to purchase a share.
Ideal for hour building.

Cruise 135 kts, 18ltr/hr. 29 kt stall. Retractable.
912 ULS Rotax 100hp. Low hours. Winglets.
Glider hook. Carbonfibre + glass construction.
Rospeller 3 blade constant speed prop.
150m takeoff and landing roll. Long range fuel
tanks. Rating available at Omaka. (Hangar
at Omaka also available). Deceased Estate.
$155,000. Ph: Michal Wells on 021 420 428.

Rate depends on usage.
Some conditions apply.
Advanced instruction available.
New Robinson R44 Raven I and II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

Ph: 021 667 866 or Email: rotorflight@xtra.co.nz

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

2x de Havilland Gypsy Six engines

6 Sold - Enquire now for avialable slots in 2013
4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

Pre-owned Robinson R66 Turbine

Two engines and a prop now available from a
deceased estate. Photo above is a sample, not the
actual engine. Located in Redwood, Christchurch.
Contact Clive Dodds on 03 324 2168.

Catalina School Shark detail pictured above.
A3 $60, A2 $75, A1 $95 ex. GST & P&P.
Order from www.jakehassells.com
Prints available and commissions invited.
Phone Jake on 021 511 152.

Guimbal Cabri G2

Now available in New Zealand, the revolutionary
Guimbal Cabri G2 is the safest helicopter in its class.
Contact Pacific Aircraft Sales for more information.
Phone Terry: 03 359 3681 or 027 433 2647
email: terry@pacificaircraft.co.nz www.cabri.co.nz

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for
details by email or phone 0800 KFLYER (0800 535 937).
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1974 PIPER CHEROKEE CRUISER ZK-DOQ
6945 Hours Since New. Overall light Beige/cream with Blue accent stripes. Mid-Grey & Light Grey seats.
Red side panels. Grey carpets. 160 HP engine 1200 Hrs to run. Always Hangared. Fresh ARA Inspection
& 100 hourly August 2013. Low priced & reliable 4 seater. Price: $39,950 +GST if sold in NZ
1969 Piper PA32-260 Cherokee Six-B
ZK-ENZ 15504 Hrs SN. O-540 1998 SN
in 1982. Calendar time to Jan 2021. Prop
756 since o/h. Garmin GNC-250 COM/GPS
& Transponder. King KX-170 and KY-195B
VHF COMS. 7 Seats. Cargo door. Fwd & rear
baggage. $59,900 +GST if sold NZ. Offers?

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement
For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Approx 890 hours TT. Seeking expressions of interest.
Contact Brett at Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd. for full spec’s.
Phone 021 748 984. Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

1981 Cessna Citation 501 (ISP) ZK-NDT 4673 Hrs SN. Original factory engines 1188
hrs since P&W Gold o/h. Thrust Reversers. 3 owners. Freon air with cool sticks. Impeccable records.
Cescom. Multiple interior configs. Cruise 340 kts up to 41,000 ft and operate to/from small airports.
Fresh major inspections. Hangarage, Crew & Management available! US$575,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

Classified deadline for the next issue is 31st October.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement.

1972 CESSNA 177B CARDINAL ZK-DFV
9266 Hours Since New. Fresh 100 hour & ARA August
2013. Engine 1265 TSO. 736 to run. Call for details.
Asking: $69,500 +GST if sold in NZ.

1978 CESSNA 172N SKYHAWK ZK-EHN
3950 Hours Since New. Engine 700 to run. Dual VHF COM.
VOR. GPS. SIDS Compliant.
$59,500 GST (if any) included.

1980 Cessna 172-N Skyhawk ZK-KAS Tidy. 8820 Hrs
SN. O320-D2J. 160 HP engine, 1112 Hrs since factory
o/h in 2008. 2 Cessna NAV-COMS, Transponder, ADF,
VOR/ILS DME. Fresh 100 hr and ARA. SIDS compliant.
$85,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Trade-in considered.

1976 PIPER PA-31-310C NAVAJO C ZK-JGA
11,880 Hrs. Engines 901 & 203 Hrs Since New. Props 98 Hrs
Since O/haul. King avionics. Full de-ice. Crew & cargo doors.
High gross mod. 2249 lbs useful. Nice paint & 8 place interior.
Just off Part 135. Call for details. $295,000 +GST if sold in NZ

Contact Dennis: P. 09 298 6249 | M. 0294 923 160 | E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura.
www.DtiAircraftSales.com
International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 45 years.
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Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

2012 CESSNA 162 SKYCATCHER ZK-SKC
Only 26 Hrs SN with warranty. Hangared at
Ardmore. Expressions of interest sought.
Asking $175,000 +GST if sold in NZ.
1978 182-Q SKYLANE II ZK-XLT
3440 Hrs SN. Bendix King VHF-COMs-GPS.
MFD. Transponder. Autopilot. March 2013
100 hr and ARA. Nicely equipped with low
time for age. $95,000 +GST if sold in NZ.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

KiwiFlyer Classifieds reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers. Prices from $35. Next deadline 31st October. Phone 0800 535 937 oe email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz

KiwiFlyer

Places to Go
contributed by Ruth Presland

Places to Go: Glenorchy
AVID ‘Places to Go’ followers will have noted that I write about
really helps to pick a nice anti-cyclone to fly into this area. The
North Island and South Island airfields alternately. This time
planes from Wanaka came up the Matukituki Valley and over the
however I’ll break that tradition. Wayne and I have recently reCascade Saddle to the head of the Dart River and down the valley
formed our ‘Wanaka Alpine Pilots Group’ which is open to all who
to the head of Lake Wakatipu. Think Glaciers and Hobbit country.
are keen to fly and explore our wonderful South Island. Every 1st
The others came up the Von Valley from the south. However if you
Saturday of each month we choose a fly-away place to go, enjoy a
are familiar with Queenstown you can transit their airspace (if you
picnic, explore and just generally have some great conversations and
have a transponder onboard).
flying fun. We started our group back in 2004 because we found
The strip is what I call a ‘table top’ with a hump shape, elevated
that aviators are
above the lake by
keen to mingle and
around 250 feet.
also aircraft owners
It is grass with a
love an excuse for a
length of 675m.
day out flying.
It looks straight
We have flying
forward but it is a
machines ranging
good strip to do
from fabric open
some circuits on
cockpit aircraft
to hone in your
through to the
skills. This strip
bigger steeds, such
instantly shows up
as the C-206. Size
sloppy flying. On
(in this case) does
the ground, make
not matter as we
sure you park out
plan beforehand
of the way of the
how we are all
parachute landing
going to get to our
area and if staying
destination and
the night, away
with an arrival time
from the parachute
pre-set, the slower
plane park (adjacent
aircraft set off
to the south of the
earlier. In fact the
parachute office).
larger craft often
Give the
set out at the same
Glenorchy Hotel
time so they can do
a call and they will
some tiki touring
come and pick
Top left: The Wanaka Alpine Pilots Group briefing. Top rIght: The Dart Glacier.
along the way. The Above: At Cecil Peak Airstrip on the edge of Lake Wakatipu during a stop on the way beack from Glenorchy. you up. We had
advantage of the
a large group so
larger planes are that people who are not yet flyers, but are perhaps
we booked ahead. www.glenorchynz.com Ph. 03 442 9902. This is
budding pilots, get to sit back and listen about flying and marvel at
superb spot for lunch - or stay the night. We had a fine meal and
our NZ scenery as it slips by their passenger window.
the owner was most hospitable. There is heaps to do in GY, from
Recently our group took to the skies and went to Glenorchy for
horse trekking, jet-boating to walks and relaxing. And the locality
lunch. For some, this was a major expedition. Not only because
is really special from a flying point of view. From NZGY, flights to
some small ones flew from as far away as Gore and Dunedin to join
Fiordland (Manapouri), Milford (if you are up to speed) and West
in, but also because of experiencing the awe of mountain flying on
Coast (Haast) are a hop and a skip away. If you are new to flying
the way there.
in the Mountains, always seek advice - we are more than happy to
Glenorchy airfield is owned by Queenstown Airport Corporation
help.
and at the time of print there is no landing fee and the airfield is
A crafty device we always use is a spidertrack. This unit plugs
available for general use with no need for prior permission to land.
into the 12v system in the plane and then those at home can watch
There is parachuting operating there, so common courtesy prevails
your progress on the internet. As I write I see one of my team
when joining and make your attentions clear on 119.20. This is
has enjoyed a morning of flying around the alps and glaciers and
the common frequency for Fiordland. I’d like to mention the
stopped at Gorge River to have lunch with Beansprout (Robert
importance of having an up to date AIP4 and map of the area. It
Long) and perhaps a spot of fishing. The spidertrack is peace
is simply not good practice to arrive at a busy airfield on the wrong
of mind for those that you trust to flight follow you. If you’re
frequency and think “She’ll be right”. The maps are available from
unfamiliar with them, visit www.spidertracks.com to have a look
www.aipshop.co.nz, along with the AIPs. All our time is precious,
and contact Richard for a demo. Email: richard.parkinson@
but putting aside ½ hour to update your AIP4 is simple and maps
spidertracks.co.nz
are still $16.35 each.
Any flying you do this month, remember to prepare well so you
The route to NZGY is one of extraordinary scenery and it
gain the maximum enjoyment for any place you are flying to.
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EXCLUSIVE NZ DISTRIBUTORS FOR DART AEROSPACE
Free catalogues available (printed or electronic) or visit www.dartaerospace.com

Contact Martyn Griffiths | Manager Ardmore | P: 09 295 1408 | M: 027 808 0094 | E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com

