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Mosquito KA114 in the USA and Canada

I THINK it would be fair to say that most aviation buffs had
withdrawal symptoms after Mosquito KA114 displayed in New
Zealand for the last time at Wings Over Wairarapa 2013. During its
last display by Dave Phillips, I put the camera down and just took
it all in as I thought that would be the last time I would see it fly. It
was a lump in the throat moment for most of the people watching.
We had been very lucky to see the Mosquito flying actively in
the North Island thanks to the support of owner Jerry Yagen, plus
Warren Denholm and his team at Avspecs and also the airshow
organisers who secured the aircraft for displays at Ardmore and
Masterton. I don’t think anyone expected to see the Mossie flying in
New Zealand as much as it did but Jerry and Warren were keen for
the public to see it in the air, something we are all grateful for.
After that last display at Masterton we flew home to Omaka
in the Nanchang thinking about the next chapter in the story of
this magnificent aeroplane. When the Mosquito arrived back at
Ardmore following the airshow it was disassembled and packed into
a special container designed by Avspecs. The aircraft was so big that
normal shipping containers would not accommodate it.
I was at Ardmore one day when the guys were wrapping up
different components for shipping. They were so careful with every
single piece as some components involved a great many hours of
work. They had of course enjoyed coming to work every morning
and finding their work of art sitting there waiting to fly. Warren said
one day “it is very cool just to have the aeroplane around” and after
many years of restoration that was understandable!
So as the truck drove away with the Mosquito on the back we all
knew that the aeroplane was finally leaving our shores for good and
reading through posts on aviation forums it was clear that many
people were sad to see it go. Although we all knew it was going to
a fantastic flying museum, many Warbird fans in New Zealand will
always consider KA114 to be ‘Our’ Mosquito.
It was more than just an aeroplane. It took many years of blood
sweat and tears to get the Mosquito flying and as so many people
saw it being restored or flying, it captured the imagination of more

The Mossie has just had its engines removed
during the dismantling process at Ardmore.
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people than any other restoration I can think of in recent times.
It was also an aircraft that some people’s fathers and grandfathers
flew so it allowed the relatives of these brave men see this type fly,
and many of those family members had not ever seen one on the
ground let alone in the air. Well known Warbird pilot Brett Emeny
said his father flew them during WWII, my father recalled seeing
them fly out of Woodbourne many years ago, and photographer
Neville Dawson remembers cycling out to MOTAT when he was
a young lad to sit in the cockpit of the example there - so the
connections people had with the type were endless.
To the USA

Off she went on a container ship bound for the USA and a few
weeks later Andy Hosking and Russell Jenkins from Avspecs flew
out to Virginia to help put the aircraft together with Jerry Yagen’s
team at the Military Aircraft Museum. Warren Denholm arrived
later to check over the assembly of the aeroplane and to work
through the FAA process prior to first flight.
Meanwhile a test pilot was needed to fly the Mosquito in the
USA and that role was filled by Jerry Yagen’s Chief Pilot, Mike
Spalding. Mike has a lot of experience in a wide range of Warbirds
including time in a P-40 Kittyhawk, Wildcat, and A1 Skyraider etc.,
but he had not flown a Mosquito before. He spent a lot of time in
contact with Dave Phillips, Keith Skilling, and former Mosquito
pilot George Stewart, learning all he could about the aeroplane - its
good points and bad points. As beautiful as the aeroplane is, it can
bite. The pilots will tell you it is nice to fly, but the take-off and
landing phases can be difficult and single engine performance is not
good in the low speed range. Dave and Keith also provided notes
on flying the aeroplane and Mike said he was very impressed by the
level of information that Dave had put together in the lead up to
and including the test flying.
Mike Spalding said flying the Mosquito was a huge honour. He
went on to say, “When you are flying it under 200mph it feels like
a bomber, but over 250mph it feels like a fighter and it is a real
honour to fly this aeroplane. One does have to be careful as flying
the one and only airworthy Mosquito means total respect and
concentration is needed.”
I had travelled to Virginia Beach to see the aeroplane fly and
spent the week leading up to the Jerry Yagen’s WWII themed
airshow (May 18-20) there. I saw it fly a few times during Mike
Spalding’s test/familiarisation flights and one person I spoke to said
“I was at Chino last week and saw five P-38 Lightnings fly together
- and one Mosquito was a lot better than five of them.”

Avspecs at Virginia Beach. L to R: Barry McAlley,
Warren Denholm, Shona Beckham, Russell Jenkins.
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Mossie pilot Mike Spalding after a test flight.
(Always the best time to get a pilot to smile easily!)
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Gavin Conroy

Mosquito KA114 needs no introduction to New Zealand aviation enthusiasts.
Now domiciled in the USA, it has been thrilling aviation buffs there just the
same as it did while flying in NZ. Gavin Conroy as well as Warren Denholm
and members of the Avspecs team who restored the aircraft were all in
Virginia to see the aircraft fly and perform for the first time in its new home.
Gavin wrote this article on their trip so that KiwiFlyer readers could share
what was a great experience and a fitting finale to the New Zealand chapter
of KA114’s story.

Mosquito KA114 flies over Hamilton in Canada during the six ship practice for the Hamilton Airshow.
Jerry Yagen’s Chief Pilot, Mike Spalding is flying from the left seat and the smiling face on the right belongs to Warren Denholm.
Star Attraction at the Virginia Beach Airshow

The aircraft was to be the star attraction at the airshow but bad
weather sadly prevented this. Rain overnight had made the grass
runway unusable to the heavier aircraft and as the Mosquito can be
tricky to take off and land as mentioned earlier, the aircraft had to
stay on the ground.
Although it did not fly, the ropes around the Mosquito were
dropped during the show so that people could get up close to
the aircraft and everyone was blown away by the quality of the
restoration. They all knew where the aircraft was restored and had
nothing but positive things to say about the Kiwi restoration team
and their efforts to produce a masterpiece. Many people did ask
me whether the word ‘Kiwi’ was a derogatory term as they did not
know what a Kiwi was and thought it might be slang for something,
but they sure knew what a Mosquito was.
Everywhere you looked there were some amazing airworthy
aircraft like an Avro Lancaster, Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress,
Junkers JU-52, Goodyear FG-1D Corsair, Curtiss Helldiver, North
American B-25 Mitchell, Yak-3, Supermarine Spitfire, North

The crowd gathers for the ‘Mosquito Memories’
forum at Hamilton in Canada.

American P-51D Mustang, Hawker Hurricane, Focke Wulf Fw-190,
Grumman Wildcat, C-46 Commando and Douglas DC-3 but the
Mosquito was the star attraction.
I had not forgotten a conversation at Ardmore in September
last year when I said to Jerry, “People in the USA are just going to
love this aeroplane when you get it flying there” and his reply was
“well it is hard to say, you New Zealanders love the airplane and the
British will like it too, but in the US unless it has stars and bars on
the wings, some people find it difficult to connect with”. However
that first show demonstrated how highly regarded the Mosquito is
and no doubt it will be a star wherever it goes.
I caught up with Jerry Yagen after the show and he was very
disappointed that the weather had prevented the crowd from seeing
Mosquito fly. It just goes to show how deep his passion is when the
experience the crowd takes away is his first priority.
To Hamilton in Canada

In June the Mossie would fly to Hamilton in Canada to fly at a
show held by the Canadian Warplane Heritage museum, where a

Warren Denholm speaks about restoring KA114.
The crowd were hanging off his every word.

The Military Aircraft Museum in Virginia. Home for
KA114, alongside a Spitfire and Hurricane.

KiwiFlyer invites readers to send in contributions that will be of general interest to the NZ aviation community. Call us to discuss.
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couple of New Zealanders would be centre stage again. I was also
going to head over as I had planned the trip to Canada after seeing
the last display flight at Masterton so for the second time in the
space of a month I headed to the other side of the world to see
KA114 fly again.
The Canadian Warplane Heritage museum is based at Hamilton
airport and the organisation is funded purely by donations. That’s
amazing when you think that they operate an Avro Lancaster, B-25
Mitchell, Fairey Firefly and a Westland Lysander. There are more
aircraft in the collection, some static and some airworthy.
Each year they run a Father’s Day airshow which is a big event
and this year the Mosquito was to be the star and for a very good
reason. KA114 was originally built under license in Canada so it
had a significant connection with the country and its arrival before
the show was eagerly anticipated. The staff on the counter in
the museum must have got tired of people asking “When is the
Mosquito coming?”.
On the Wednesday afternoon before the show the Mosquito
cruised overhead (which was of great relief to the organisers). The
following morning I caught up with Warren Denholm as he had
come back and along with him was Keith Skilling.
A special forum type of event was organised called ‘Mosquito
Memories’ where several people spoke about the Mosquito in
general as well as about this actual aeroplane which was also the
back drop for the event. It was obvious that people in Canada were
big fans of the Mosquito just like us Kiwis, as KA114 was built
there - so they too had a strong connection with the aeroplane. It
was fantastic to hear Warren and Keith speak about the Mosquito;
Warren talked about the huge job of restoring the aeroplane and
Keith spoke mainly about the flying. Listening to them speak,
I couldn’t help but think that the aeroplane was really an extra
member of their families.

Gavin Conroy
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It has been a long time since an airworthy pair of these aircraft have been seen together. The Canadian Warplane Heritage Museum’s
Avro Lancaster (one of only two airworthy examples) and the Mosquito were star attractions at the show in Virginia, but the Mossie took top spot.
The Flight of a Lifetime

All we needed to do following that event was to watch the
airshow, but not before we had the opportunity for a flight over the
Ontario region. This flight was to be a bit different - and the flight
of a lifetime for three Kiwis. The highlight of the airshow was to
be a segment called ‘Music of the Merlin’s’, but a practise flight
was needed first - so once the aircraft were fuelled and ready to go
Warren flew with Mike in the Mosquito, Keith flew in the Lancaster,
and I was able to photograph them from a B-25 Mitchell. Other
aircraft were involved as well; Jerry Yagen made his Hurricane and
Spitfire available as did Vintage Wings of Canada so we were now
up to six aircraft in the formation powered by 10 Merlin engines.
During the first part of the flight we flew around the flight of
six which was an amazing sight and once finished, the four fighters
left the formation to land but the Mosquito and Lancaster stayed

with the B-25. The Lancaster flew up alongside and was in very
close formation. In fact we had to ask the pilot to move out a bit as
we could not get the whole aircraft into the frame! The sound was
amazing as we could hear every power change as that big aeroplane
maintained an impeccable formation on the B-25.
The Lancaster left the formation and that left just the Mosquito
and although I could not see it I knew where it was. So it was down
on my hands and knees crawling to the back of the aeroplane, to
the rear Gunner’s position and there it was, the Mosquito head on
just as you see it on the cover. It really was an incredible sight. Mike
brought the aircraft in nice and close and the smiles from Mike and
Warren were clearly evident!
Finally the Mosquito broke away to land. It was great to see it up
close one last time and I felt very fortunate to have been there. To
have Warren and Keith on board the other aeroplanes really was the
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This formation was known as ‘Music of the Merlins’ at the Hamilton airshow. The sight and sound was amazing as six aircraft with ten Merlins flew overhead.
The Lancaster is operated by Canadian Warplane Heritage. The Mosquito and a Spitfire and Hurricane are operated by Jerry Yagen. The other Hurricane and
Spitfire are operated by Vintage Wings Of Canada.
www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
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icing on the cake and the smiles afterwards were quite priceless.
When we landed and shut down, the Lancaster was not in its
normal parking space. For a start that was a bit of a worry but
it was actually still up flying, as once it left the formation Keith
Skilling climbed into the co-pilots seat to have a fly of it himself.
This was hugely significant for him. His father flew Lancasters
during WWII and flying in a Lancaster was something Keith had
always wanted to do. Here he was flying this big aeroplane just like
his father did all those years ago.
Hamilton Airshow and a Ten Merlin Flypast
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A Dream Realised

ROBINSON R44 KAYAK RACKS
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into remote rivers
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rear cabin doors
Up to 2 kayaks can
be carried
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$5000+GST
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Then came Airshow Day and a lot of different aircraft flew.
The Canadian Air Force attended with their aerobatic team the
Snowbirds flying nine Tutor jet trainers - and an aggressive display
from a CF-18 Hornet was also good to watch. There were many
different Warbirds flying including a Fw-190, Me 262 jet, Skyraider,
Lysander, and the list goes on. Matt Younkin flew his full aerobatic
routine in a Beech 18 which needed to be seen to be believed.
Finally it was time to see the formation of six Merlin powered
aircraft fly. Just watching the aircraft taxi out sent shivers down the
spine. On the Saturday of the show the display did not work out
as a Spitfire ended up with a punctured tail wheel tyre during taxi.
That meant we were down to five aircraft but it was still pure magic.
Rain poured down on Sunday morning but miraculously
cleared just minutes before the airshow started and on that day the
planned formation happened. Six British aircraft in close formation
overhead was amazing to see and hear as they flew three big orbits
for the crowd. The commentator did get a grilling from a few
people as he found it difficult to just let the aeroplanes talk during
the flypasts but I guess the excitement of what was going on got
to him as well. The aircraft broke to land but the Mosquito stayed
airborne and flew a few passes before heading directly home to
Virginia following the airshow.
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Captions:
1&2. The Canadian Air Force demonstration team
‘The Snowbirds’ are very popular in Canada. The
nine ship team displays full team and solo moves,
while also breaking off into three and four ship
units. There are quite a few impressive head to
head passes. The team operate Tutor trainers (no
longer actually used for training pilots in Canada).
3. A Canadian Air Force CF-18A Hornet blasts
off for its display at the Hamilton airshow. Lots of
afterburner use kept the crowd well entertained.
4. Jerry Yagen flying his beautiful Rapide at
Virginia Beach. This aircraft was restored by
Avspecs and is known as “the bosses favourite”
which says a lot when you look at the collection of
aircraft he owns.
5. Matt Younkin flies an impressive aerobatic
routine in his Beech 18.
6-8. These aircraft are all operated by the Military
Aviation Museum. The Junkers JU52 makes a low
pass at Virginia Beach while the Skyraider and
Fw-190 are seen flying at the Hamilton show.
9. Gavin Conroy, shooting at the Mosquito from
the rear Gunner’s position in the B-25 Mitchell.
Warren Denholm took the photo.

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Finally, a quick word about Jerry Yagen who realised a dream for
so many of us. When it comes to restoring an aircraft whether it be
a Mustang, Harvard or Mosquito, the owner can choose the level at
which he or she wants the aircraft restored to. If the owner wants
everything done to perfection there is a huge cost to that. When
you look at the Mosquito it has been restored to that very top level.
All of the stencilling work was done and there were literally dozens
of those, each one painted on by hand. All of the detailing in the
cockpit, bomb bay, etc. is complete and it even has a gun sight
fitted. It’s as good as it gets and every minor detail has been seen to.
This aircraft has been described by former Mosquito pilot
George Stewart as the best Mosquito he has ever seen. He flew
them in combat during WWII and went on to train Chinese pilots
on the type after the war, accumulated more than 1000 hours on
type. So if anyone knows what a factory built Mosquito looks like,
it is George.
For the team at Avspecs to be able to take the aircraft to that
level is a huge credit to them and also to Jerry. He has financed the
aircraft since day one and has been very passionate about it and was
fully involved with the project.
So as much as we all miss seeing KA114 flying in New Zealand,
‘Our’ Mosquito is now thrilling people in different parts of the
world, at the same time impressing upon them the quality and
dedication of the warbird restoration industry in New Zealand.
We can all be proud.
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