
$6.90 inc GST
ISSN 1170-8018

KiwiFlyer

Products, Services, News, Events, Warbirds, Recreation, Training and more.

TM

 
Flying NZ National Championships

Jet Modellers meet at Tokoroa

Classic Fighters at Omaka

Magazine of the New Zealand Aviation Community Issue 39      2015 #2



Autumn is now well entrenched and airshow season 
can be declared finished for another year. New 
Zealand’s exceptional and growing collection of  
display aircraft can take a rest for a few months and 
probably have some maintenance attended to during 
that time. I say New Zealand’s collection, because 
although mostly privately owned, the owners of  these 
historic and special aircraft almost without exception 
own and care for their aircraft as much for the ‘greater 
good’ of  heritage and performance aviation, as they 
do for their own flying pleasure. It’s a very long way 
from a profitable exercise to own a normal General 
Aviation aircraft for pleasure, never mind a classic 
warbird. The airshow public here are regularly treated 
to some very special sights and sounds for which 
thanks are due to the owners who share their pride 
and joy and passion for aviation so willingly.

With airshow season rounding up, this issue of  
KiwiFlyer not surprisingly contains some great 
photography, particularly from the Classic Fighters 
Omaka Airshow at Easter and also from the 
Australian International Airshow at Avalon which 
Gavin Conroy attended. We’ve focused that coverage 
on aircraft you won’t see in New Zealand – all good 
reasons to consider hopping over to Melbourne for 
the next event in 2017. And if  you think there are 
some excellent photos in this issue of  KiwiFlyer, we’ve 
actually saved the best ones for an Airshow Favourites 
spread in the next issue!

Speaking of  events, there’s a particularly good one 
coming up at NZ Warbirds at Ardmore in May. Fighter 
pilot, then SR-71 Blackbird Spy Plane pilot Brian Shul 
is an accomplished public speaker and author, as well 
as pilot, and will be giving a presentation that sounds 
to me like one not to be missed. The SR-71 is still the 
fastest jet ever made. It didn’t need defences because 
at Mach 3, it simply outran any threat that approached. 
We’ve profiled Brian and his books in this issue as a 
lead up to his talk at Ardmore.

Another upcoming event is NZ Aviation Leadership 
Week, this year at Queenstown from 29th June. 
We’ll be providing a supplement section in the next 
KiwiFlyer profiling the event and trade exhibition. If  
you’re planning on participating and would like some 
promotional coverage in this supplement then please 
let us know as soon as possible.

Lastly, thanks to those who contacted me regarding 
edits they would like to the KiwiFlyer mailing list. 
Our data update is a work in progress and should be 
complete for the next issue. Until then, make the most 
of  the good weather for aviating and the bad weather 
for maintenance - and reading KiwiFlyer. Enjoy.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: The Reid family’s outstanding Avro Anson 
dropping bombs at the Classic Fighters Omaka Airshow.

Gavin Conroy took the photograph. 
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Flying NZ National Championships 
Auckland Aero Club hosted the Flying NZ 
National Championships this year, at the quite 
idyllic location of  Whitianga.

Aerobatic Competition 101 
Grant Benns continues his series on aerobatics, 
this time describing the perfect loop. 

Insurance for engines run on-conditiion 
Bill Beard from Avsure updates us on how 
insurance works for on-condition engines.
 
Gyro-Hunting  
Retired hunter Gary Skudder still heads out on 
airborne hunting adventures, but these days in 
an autogyro instead of  a helicopter.
 
Brian Shul to speak in New Zealand
Famous SR-71 Blackbird Spy Plane pilot, 
author, and public speaker Brian Shul will give a 
presentation at Ardmore on May 16th. Read this 
article and you’ll see why you shouldn’t miss it. 

Places to Go: Waipukurau
Ruth Allanson visits Waipukurau ahead of  the 
annual NZAWA Rally there at the end of  May.

Airshows 2015 
Frank Parker wraps up Airshow Season with 
some superb photography by Paul Le Roy, 
John McCaw, and Gavin Conroy.

NZ Aviation Leadership Week
A profile of  what to expect at the annual NZ 
Aviation Leadership Week, this year being held 
at the end of  June in Queenstown.

Annual ANZAC Jet Meet at Tokoroa 
Model jet enthusiasts gathered at Tokoroa in 
February with some very impressive gear.

Aero Towing with a Foxbat
The Vintage and Classic Glider Club had some 
good experiences recently using a Foxbat as tow 
plane at their annual rally.

Ag. Aviation: Thames Aerial Topdressing
John Nicolson continues his Ag. Aviation 
series, this time profiling the Thames Aerial 
Topdressing Company.

Australian International Airshow 
Gavin Conroy attended this biennial event at 
Avalon recently and returned with his usual 
stunning set of  photographs.

News Briefs
Event Guide & Training Directory
ZK Review

KiwiFlyer Issue 39

Contact KiwiFlyer  |  09 279 9924  or  021 667 866  |  michael@kiwiflyer.co.nz  |  PO Box 72841, Papakura 2244.

2015 #2



Industry and Community News Briefs

4 KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 39 www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

Kannad Integra ELT Smart Pack
Kannad have launched a new Integra 

ELT Smart Pack with GPS Navigation 
Interface. The Smart Pack includes an 
Integra ELT and an Integra e-NAV cable 
to connect it to the aircraft GPS, as a 
GPS backup antenna. If  the Integra’s 
internal GPS antenna is unsuccessful for 
any reason, the position from the e-NAV 
interface will be used, meaning the unit 
has more chance of  getting a GPS pick 
up. More information available from Lloyd 
Klee at Aviation Safety, ph. 07 543 0075 or 
www.aviationsafety.co.nz

Lloyd has also issued a warning recently 
that some Kannad Compact Batteries are 
being parallel imported to NZ and are 
costing 42% more than the RRP.

Airlift Technologies formed
A new company has been formed in 

a partnership between Rotor and Wing 
Maintenance Ltd and Simon James Ltd. 
Airlift Technologies will be based out of  
Taupo Airport and is to be a dedicated 
equipment and modification manufacturer 
for helicopters and aeroplanes. Along 
with equipment currently manufactured 
by Rotor and Wing Maintenance, Airlift 
Technologies intends to manufacture a 
larger range of  equipment for a wider range 
of  light helicopters. 

The company has already purchased the 
Robinson R66 spray gear STC from Outgro 
Fertiliser Ltd and the rights to the complete 
set of  equipment previously manufactured 
by Helispecs. The equipment range will 
focus on spray tanks but will also include 
cargo pods, mountain bike and kayak racks 
and cargo hook kits. 

Rotor and Wing Maintenance have a 
strong history and reputation in the aviation 
sector. Established in 1980 by John and 
Shona Hobday, they have grown steadily 
over the years providing maintenance of  
light helicopters, overhauls of  components 
and supply of  parts and equipment.

The other half  of  the venture, 

Simon James, has specialised in product 
development for the aviation and primary 
sectors for many years and brings to the 
business a wealth of  experience in research, 
development and design.

Together, John and Simon will produce 
equipment more efficiently with more 
interchangeable parts. 

 “Customers will be able to benefit 
from the convenience of  a wider range 
of  equipment under the one roof, plus 
efficiencies in manufacturing will result 
in more cost-effective prices” says John 
Hobday, Director and Chief  Engineer.

Enquiries can be directed to John 
(john@rotorandwing.co.nz) or 
Simon (simonjames.design@gmail.com).

Z completes $2.8m network upgrade
Z completed its last airfield point-of-

sale upgrade during March, at its Hokitika 
air stop. The final upgrade marks the 
completion of  a $2.8 million investment 
across its nationwide network. The 
nationwide upgrade makes filling up easier 
for its aviation customers, with improved 
invoicing technology and more readable 
card readers.

Z’s General Manager Commercial, 
Lindis Jones, says the POS upgrade is a 
commitment to investing in its aviation 
network and improving the service it 
provides its customers. “Our customers 
told us that filling up was not a great 
experience and that our card readers were 
hard to read, so we’ve made things easier. 
It’s all part of  our commitment to listening 
to what customers are telling us and doing 
something about it. From now on, our 
point-of-sale will be easier and faster to use 
while at the same time enabling simplified 
reporting for our customers”, said Lindis.

Z’s air stop locations can be found at 
www.z.co.nz/about-z/find-us/

Utility Air appointed as Viking Dealer
Viking Air Ltd of  Victoria, British 

Columbia, has added Utility Air of  Sydney, 
Australia to an expanding network of  sales 
representatives for the Viking Twin Otter 
Series 400, covering the Australasia region 

including Australia, New Zealand, Papua 
New Guinea, and surrounding islands.

Under the direction of  founder and 
Managing Director Stephen Pembro, 
Utility Air offers the sort of  rugged utility 
aircraft that are essential to service remote 
locations across the Pacific Region.  

“I am proud that Utility Air has been 
chosen by Viking to distribute the Twin 
Otter Series 400 in the Pacific, and intend 
to work tirelessly to deliver results to the 
broad target market in the region,” said 
Stephen. “The Twin Otter is an iconic 
aircraft that has served this territory well in 
its previous iterations, and now has a state-
of-the-art flight deck and more factory 
options available in the new Viking Series.

The company has already sold its first 
new amphibious Twin Otter Series 400 
in a 19 seat configuration to a six star Fiji 
Resort for luxury transport duties.
More information from: www.utilityair.com

NASA selects Tecnam P2006T
NASA has selected the Tecnam 

P2006T twin as the airframe on which it 
will evaluate the potential of  ‘LEAPtech’ 
(Leading Edge Asynchronous Technology), 
with the aim of  developing safer, more 
energy efficient, lower operating cost and 
greener General Aviation aircraft. 

LEAPTech is a key element of  NASA’s 
plan to help a significant portion of  the 
general aircraft industry transition to 
electrical propulsion within the next decade. 

NASA will fit an experimental 31-foot 
aircraft wing with 18 electric motors placed 
along the leading edge onto a Tecnam 
P2006T aircraft frame. The wing is made 
of  carbon composite, while the electric 
engines are powered by lithium iron 
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phosphate batteries. 
Researchers hope to fly the modified 

Tecnam P2006T piloted X-plane 
within the next couple years, enabling 
NASA engineers to easily compare the 
performance of  the X-plane version with 
the standard Tecnam P2006T Twin.

Many flight training organisations now 
use the Tecnam Twin as a trainer, and 
the aircraft has also found favour in the 
utility segment with modifications for 
tasks including surveillance, observation, 
surveying, aerial mapping and many other 
special missions.
More information from www.tecnam.co.nz

NASA balloon launched at Wanaka 

On March 27th, NASA launched a (what 
may be the first of  many) huge 2.3 tonne 
helium-filled balloon from Wanaka.

NASA balloons provide invaluable 
science at relatively low cost, and they offer 
scientists an opportunity to test ground-
breaking instruments before they are 
considered for free-flying spacecraft.

When fully inflated the balloon’s volume 
is 92 times greater than that of  a typical 
blimp. Put another way, an entire football 
stadium could fit inside the balloon.

Standard NASA balloons are very large 
structures, comprised of  10 to 50 acres 
or more of  film reinforced with load-
carrying tendons that can carry several-
tonne payloads above 99.5 % of  Earth’s 
atmosphere, beyond 130,000 feet. Filled 
with helium and vented to the atmosphere, 
these large zero-pressure balloons rise 
and fall with atmospheric pressure, which 
changes drastically with the day-night cycle.

The balloon launched at Wanaka is a 
Super Pressure Balloon (SPB).

While long duration (the record is 54 

days) is an important objective for this 
mission, engineers are more keenly focused 
on the challenge of  maintaining a constant 
altitude during the flight. Most standard 
heavy-lift zero pressure balloons can vary 
in altitudes as great as 45,000 feet due to 
the alternating warming and cooling of  
the day and night cycle. In response, flight 
operators typically release excess weight 
in the form of  ballast to maintain altitude. 
However, the SPB is designed to maintain a 
positive internal pressure in relationship to 
its environment, which keeps the balloon at 
a constant float altitude. 

 The Wanaka balloon is set to validate 
the SPB technology, which has been under 
development by NASA for 15 years.

Drifting eastward at a stable float 
altitude of  110,000 feet carrying a 5,000 
pound payload consisting of  tracking 
and communication instruments, NASA 
expects the SPB to circumnavigate the 
globe once every one to three weeks.

Track the balloon at:
www.csbf.nasa.gov/newzealand/wanaka.htm

Cessna TTx launch and tour
Oceania Aviation held a launch event 

for the Cessna TTx in New Zealand during 
March, followed by a successful nationwide 
tour, albeit interrupted by the untimely 
arrival of  Cyclone Pam.

The all-composite TTx is marketed 
under the catch-phrase Fast, Smart, 
Strong. Powered by the twin turbocharged, 
intercooled 310hp Continental TSIO-
550-C, the TTx is capable of  cruising at 
235 ktas. It has a new Garmin G2000 Flight 
Deck called Intrinzic, it has an automatic 
Electronic Stability and Protection System, 
and its composite airframe strength and 
high manoeuvrability load factor have 
allowed it to be certified in the ‘Utility’ 
rather than ‘Normal’ category. All of  this 
created a good degree of  interest and 
anticipation in the lead up to the aircraft’s 
arrival in NZ.

The Cessna TTx launch was held at 
Oceania Aviation’s Flightline Hangar at 
Ardmore on Sunday 15th March. The event 
was well orchestrated by Oceania’s Travis 
Hoani, who arranged it as a collaboration 

between themselves, the Maserati Motor 
Company, Alpha Domus Winery, Auckland 
Aero Club and Sam Snead’s House of  
Whisky. Despite the pending menace of  
cyclone Pam, the event was well attended 
and all attendees enjoyed the opportunity 
to view Maserati’s latest offerings, sample 
Alpha Domus’ latest vintages and learn 
from the Whiskey masters at Sam Snead’s 
House of  Whisky. Travis says “thanks go 
out to all those who attended, despite the 
forecast of  an imminent cyclone, and to 
our event partners, Maserati, Alpha Domus 
Winery, Sam Snead’s House of  Whisky and 
the Auckland Aero Club”.

The Cessna TTx tour was undertaken 
during the week of  March 13th-21st. Travis 
says “although the original intention was to 
demonstrate the all composite aircraft to 
as many national destinations as possible, 
our schedule was unfortunately condensed 
by Cyclone Pam. It meant we had to cancel 
intended demonstrations in Hawke’s Bay, 
and we also had to miss out on a few of  
our intended South Island spots. We’re 
extremely apologetic to those who wished 
to view the TTx and missed out.” 

Nonetheless, the Cessna TTx team, 
comprising Demo Pilot and Oceania 
Aviation Sales Manager, Stephen Boyce 
and Cessna’s Regional Sales Director, 
Nic Chemin, did get to the South Island 
on March 17th. They say that particular 
highlights were demonstrating the aircraft 
at the Kaikoura Regional fly in where the 
TTx’s short landing performance was 
severely tested – and to the folks at Kapiti 
in Paraparaumu, who “put on a bit of  a 
show” for Stephen and Nic. 

Travis says that “the team want to 
extend their appreciation to all those 
Aero Club’s that invited us to their clubs 
and events and we’re genuinely sorry we 
couldn’t attend them all; but our available 
time with the aircraft was incredibly 
scarce and as much as we wanted to visit 
everyone, weather, cyclones and time were 
working against us. Until we’re back with 
the Cessna Skylane JT-A! Watch this space.”

For more information contact Stephen 
Boyce at Oceania Aviation on 09 296 2644 
or 021 540 460, or e:stephen@ohl.co.nz



THE compliments were flying almost as 
much as the winged machines at the 2015 
Flying NZ National Championships.

Held in the pristine skies of  the 
Coromandel at Whitianga’s spacious airfield 
and hosted by the Auckland Aero Club, 
the smooth running of  a heavy flying 
schedule drew praise from industry reps 
and competitors alike.

A brand new competition added to the 
repertoire was a precision circuit and spot 
landing event for professional CPL and 
ATPL pilots who are aero club members. 
With low tolerances on the marking 
sections, and judged by seasoned PPL 
and sport competitors, the competition 
attracted seventeen entrants and drew 
cheers and moans from respective Club 
supporters as they saw the 10 metre spot 
hit time after time. (Maybe make it 5 metres 
next time Flying NZ!)

“It was great having the whole 
programme, flying and social, on the 
field,” said Event Director and Flying NZ 
Vice-President Rob George. “It got people 
mixing and exchanging experiences, with so 
much going on day and evenings.”

An annoying solitary cloud hovered over 
the aerobatics box and shaved 500’ of  the 
4000’ upper limit for the first aerobatics 
competitions, traditionally held on the first 

Flying NZ National Championships 
hosted by Auckland Aero Club at Whitianga

RNZAC Event Report
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day of  competitions (Thursday).
That put pressure on the main 

competition day of  Friday when a fog bank 
meant a re-setting of  the navigation courses 
and a wind change at midday called for a 
grid change.

The forced landing competitors were 
challenged in the afternoon by cooler 
sinking air over the sea and warm air over 
land on finals. The marked contrast called 
for some interesting curves on approach 
but all made the grid for at least one of  
their two attempts. 

At the prize giving dinner, Auckland 
Aero Club president (and Air NZ A320 
Fleet Manager) Dave Bennett said it was 
a privilege to host the Flying NZ premier 
event and thanked the Mercury Bay 
Aero Club for providing their “beautiful 
facilities” and their caterers who had 
dressed the hangar for the occasion 
and worked hard feeding and watering 
competitors, judges and supporters 
throughout the three days.

Dave told competitors they were the 
showcase for the sport, as anyone watching 
the aerobatic pilots or the formation teams 
strutting their stuff  could see.

Airways Corporation’s Andrew Crawford 
congratulated Flying NZ on a professional 
approach in all matters flying, both at the 

contributed by Sue Grundy with photos by David Saunders

Nationals and in industry dealings.
Broadening the scope of  the 

competitions had opened up discussions 
for future events, Rob George said. 
There was a need to attract microlight 
aircraft pilots who would find it difficult 
to get marked in some of  the current 
competitions as the rules stood. “It will be 
interesting to see how the competitions of  
the future morph according to the aircraft 
of  the time.”

Food for thought indeed.

North and South Winners
Tauranga and Canterbury Aero Clubs 

have traditionally been strong competitors 
throughout Flying NZ and the RNZAC’s 
history.

This year was no exception. Canterbury 
won the most prestigious trophy in the 
array of  silverware, the Wigram Challenge 
Cup, fittingly donated more than seventy 
years ago by CAC’s founder Sir Henry 
Wigram. The Wigram Cup is competed 
for over senior and junior landings, non-
instrument circuits, and basic instrument 
panel flying.

The North Shore Trophy for the largest 
aggregate of  points went to Tauranga who 
featured in almost every competition in the 
programme.

The awards dinner was held in the beautifully 
dressed Mercury Bay Aero Club ‘ballroom’.

Wayne Ormrod won the D M Allan Aerobatics
 Competition. At right is 3rd placed Desmond Barry.

Desmond Barry (North Shore) won the Waitemata 
Aero Club Cup with Trish Stephens placed 2nd. 

Flying NZ President Richard Small is at right.

Janette Lei (Taumarunui) won the Newman Cup for 
women. Gabrielle Crawford (Southland) at right 

was 2nd with Imogen Ling (Aviation Sports Club) 3rd.

Forced landing competition winner John Brunskill 
(Tauranga). Kevin Vile (Taumarunui) 2nd at left 

and Glen McLuckie Airline Flying Club 3rd.

Wigram Instrument Flying competition winner 
Kirsty Coleman from North Shore Aero Club.
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Ground Judges work hard on the landing grid, 
here waiting for incoming aircraft.

A fine effort here, but not quite maximum points in the forced landing competition 
as Waikato Aero Club’s ZK-WCD kicks the dust on the landing grid. 

Just some of the very impressive collection of 
trophies that are awarded each year.

A Wayne Ormrod aerobatic display at its best. Visitors arrived in style by DC3 which was well 
explored by the Young Eagles.

Above the Whitianga Harbour entrance with 
Buffalo Beach and the township behind.

Conditions were ideal throughout the event, albeit that low cloud at times required some 
schedule rearrangements for the aerobatics competitions.

Gus Troublé (North Shore) won the Sir Francis 
Boys Cup for precision circuits and landings.

Dylan Pope receives the Ross Macpherson Memorial
Scholarship from Andrew Crawford of  Airways.

The Hawke’s Bay and East Coast Aero Club competing 
for the Graham Davidson Formation award.

The 2015 NZ Wings Team will compete in
Australia. L to R: David Campbell, Shane Anderson,
 John Brunskill, Desmond Barry, Daniel Campbell.

The Canterbury team of Paul O’Neill, Phil Wilby, 
Steve Noad and Benjamin Walkington; winners of 
the prestigious Wigram Challenge Cup for 2015.

The inaugural competition for professional pilots
winner Nick Nikoloff with Richard Kennard (both

Canterbury) 2nd. Gabrielle Crawford (Southland) 3rd.
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INDUSTRY sponsors of  Flying NZ’s Young Eagles movement 
were like Santa Claus to the Young Eagles winners at the Nationals 
prize giving dinner.

Aside from their generous sponsorship of  individual 
scholarships, there was a sackful of  surprise gifts – a visit to an 
Airways Control Tower, a free sitting for the FRTO exam, flight 
bags, flight vouchers, merchandise and more.

To top it off, Peter and Lynne Walton, owners of  the Whitianga 
hangar where Young Eagles were based throughout the event, 
made a spontaneous donation of  $500 to each Young Eagle in 
attendance. Earlier in the day Peter had taken them for flights in his 
Suzuki V6 powered Titan Mustang, gratis.

The Young Eagles programme included a chat with Vector 
magazine writers about CAA’s work. A tour of  a hangar/workshop 
was a highlight for Canterbury Y/E Logan Brooks. “We could see 
what kids our age from the local high school were working on, 
assembling a kit plane. It was fantastic and had us all inspired that 
kids our age could do this.”

Air NZ B737 Captain Jim Thomas went over the basic aspects 
of  all six PPL theory subjects, followed by the demonstration of  
a pre-flight inspection on a C172. “Meeting someone who has my 
dream job was great!” says Logan.

Five Ross McPherson Memorial Young Eagles Flying 
Scholarships, of  $2,500 each for flight training, were presented to 
Tim Braim (Tauranga Aero Club), Logan Brooks (Canterbury), 
Dylan Pope (Marlborough), Ryan Wensel (North Shore), and Luc 
Wesson (Waikato).

Young Eagles sponsors of  the Scholarships include Airways 
Corporation, ASL, CAA, Aviation Co-operative Underwriters 
Pacific, Downunder Pilot Shop, Z Energy and Sport NZ.

Luc Wesson also received an Airways Corp prize to spend a day 
in Christchurch at the international radar centre and control tower.

Tom Steel from Waikato, was the winner of  the Air Safari 2013 
Scholarship, valued at $3,000. “We judged this win among all the 
Young Eagles who participated in the programme at the Nationals 
and who impressed with their passion for aviation,” said Flying NZ 
President, Richard Small. 

Young Eagles score well

 Richard Small shows the Young Eagles Murray Rogers CT4 Airtrainer.

Enthusiastic Young Eagles listen to Peter Waltons brief on the T-51 Mustang.

Ryan Wensel is very happy to be off for a ride in Peter Walton’s T-51 Mustang.

Winners of the Ross Macpherson Memorial Young Eagles Scholarship 2015. 
From left: Luc Wesson (Waikato), Logan Brooks (Canterbury), Dylan Pope 
(Marlborough), Tim Braim (Tauranga) and Ryan Wenzel (North Shore).

Behind the scenes at the Flying NZ Nationals
AT LEAST 170 people attended the annual Flying NZ National 
Championships held at Whitianga this year. More than 100 of  those 
were competitors for a trophy pool now numbering over 30. Over 
four days of  activity there were over 650 meals served. Of  course 
it’s not just about people logistics; there were 65 
aircraft registered for parking on the field and 
for much of  the time at least a few of  these were 
airborne simultaneously. There’s also quite a depth 
of  bureaucracy involved, with specific operational, 
judging, and safety manuals and rules to be 
followed, as well as emergency and contingency 
planning to be undertaken.

That would all suggest a requirement for some 
fairly formidable organisation behind the scenes. 
This is how it happens:

The host club is responsible for the hosting 
of  the event, including preparing the airfield, 
organising the supply of  meals, local transport 
and other services.  Flying NZ runs the event, 
including appointment of  personnel, competition 
scheduling, judging, results compilation, and 
awards – though that’s all just the visible parts.

The Flying NZ Executive appoint the main management 
team for the Nationals, comprising Event Director, Chief  Air 
Judge, Chief  Ground Judge, Officer in Charge of  Flying, Appeals 
Committee, and Safety Committee. The Safety Chairman is 
responsible for identifying any risk in conjunction with the 
management team. All registrations (for competitors, supporters, 
and Judges) are made online with support from Webmaster Ian 
Kirkpatrick.

The actual ‘running’ of  the event falls to a master plan from 
Flying NZ Secretary Karen Groome who says that plenty of  
spreadsheets help cater for registrations, wildcard competitions, 
main competitions and daily scheduling – as weather can change 
everything in a moment!

Planning and Scheduling
Planning in fact begins around two years prior when a club 

commits to hosting a national or regional event. That has usually 
been preceded by a club indicating at the Flying NZ AGM that they 
would like to be a host in a particular year. Once decided, the Flying 
NZ regional representative works alongside the club to help make 

it happen. Planning then becomes a steady process right through to 
the event itself, sometimes not so steady in the final few weeks; “24 
hour days, 7 days a week, never enough hours!,” says Karen. The 
event is mainly promoted via aero clubs, the Flying NZ website, 

and published event calendars. CAA and Airways 
are aware, but not directly involved, though Karen 
says that CAA Safety Advisor Don Waters was a 
welcome visitor to the event at Whitianga over 
two days this time around.

Thursday is known as the Wildcard Day with 
two Wildcard Events, 2 and 3 Ship Formation 
Events, Streamer Cutting, Aerobatics and 
Navigation Events. Friday is the main Competition 
Day starting at 0715 with a Judges’ briefing, 
followed by a Competitor’s briefing at 0745 and 
competitions for forced and precision landings, 
bombing, liferaft, low flying, navigation and the 
Wigram Challenge Cup starting at 0900. Weather 
is always a potential issue and under constant 
assessment by the Event Director, OC Flying, 
Chief  Air Judge and Ground Judge. Saturday 
is kept as a free day in case of  being needed to 

complete the event.
A lot has to be ensured as a part of  the event scheduling process. 

There is always a Judge on board the aircraft. In the case of  the 
formation or aerobatics events, where required an appropriately 
qualified safety pilot is appointed. Many competitors enter multiple 
events, many planes are used in multiple events, and many planes 
are shared between competitors. An oversight also needs to be 
maintained of  all pilot licences, medicals, BFRs, and ratings. 
Connecting appropriately rated pilots together with Judges, together 
with the plane they need in the competition they are entered in, at 
the right time, in acceptable weather, without conflict and overlaps 
is a task worthy of  a champion. Enter Karen Groome, starting 
each day at 0530 and on task at the airfield through to 2100hrs, 
humbly making it all happen and run smoothly for the benefit and 
enjoyment of  all involved.

Karen and the other chief  organisers start their day with 
preparation for the briefings, getting all folders ready for 
distribution, and staying on top of  any changes to the schedule 
or score sheets. Throughout the day, keeping on top of  questions 
and results becomes the priority, and Karen says, “We’re often still 

Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including 
Microlights, GA, Helicopters 
and Commercial.

All approved 
materials.

Karen Groome
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23 Years of Service 
to Flying NZ
THE tall lean figure standing by the target 
judging point at the Flying NZ Nationals is 
well known to many in GA.

Mike Groome stood down from the 
Flying NZ Executive last year, after 23 
years service which included two years 
as President. For five or six years, he has 
been Chief  or Assistant Ground Judge at regional and national 
championships, and this year at Whitianga was no exception.

Mike fully admits to feeling “knackered” after three intense days 
ground judging. Unseen by most, his days began at 0530 to start to 
prepare for the planned activities. He’d be on the airfield by 0645 
and finished the longest day helping with assessments at 2245 hrs.

Standing out in the intense sun of  Whitianga on the landing 
grid, then on the bombing and liferaft dropping grid, Mike shows a 
cool, unflappable demeanour. He is appropriately decisive as each 
competitor comes into his patch.

It’s a task of  dedication that is also physically demanding. Mike 
says it’s time to hand over to younger people and he has been 
working with them to ensure the future of  the sport carries on with 
the same exacting standard on the ground.

Mike is Manager of  Taupo’s busy airport, has a current CPL 
fixed wing and rotary, and holds the Part 149 delegation for Flying 
NZ to issue microlight certification. He will continue to assist at 
competitions when asked – as they say, give a busy man another 
task and it will be done. “It is pretty hard to escape entirely when 
you live with the Flying NZ Secretary!” 

collating or waiting for the last navigation competitor’s paperwork 
after everyone has gone back to the motels.”

Airspace at a location such as Whitianga is uncontrolled, so there 
is always someone monitoring a radio and maintaining a lookout 
for strays and visiting traffic. The event is of  course NOTAMed 
but not everybody may have noticed that. A Ground Dispatcher 
checks off  aircraft/pilots/judges as they depart, and all traffic 
follows standard uncontrolled procedures once in the air.   Safety is 
a huge priority for all involved, with a designated Safety Officer also 
checking all aspects of  the airfield and mitigating any risks with a 
safety plan.

Judging
Each competition has its own rules depending on the event. 

Submissions on rules are called for each May when the Flying NZ 
Competition Advisory Group meets to discuss changes to the rule 
book. Judges are mainly aero club Instructors, who register their 
availability for the competitions online, their Instructor status (A, B, 
or C), their aircraft ratings and preferred competitions to judge. At 
the briefing each Air Judge receives a folder with a score sheet for 
each competitor- all with name, aero club, aircraft type, registration, 
pre-completed and ready for use. The competitions start after the 
Chief  Ground Judge has briefed those volunteers who are assisting 
on the landing grid.

Results are collated in a ‘results room’ with three involved in 
the counting process, and another recording and printing all the 
certificates. KiwiFlyer asked Karen if  people were particularly 
precious about the results? “YES!,” said Karen. Results can be 
appealed to the Appeals Committee following due process.

In the background
Plenty more needs to happen in the background. Score sheets 

are double checked, entered and collated. Hundreds of  questions 
from competitors and Judges need to be answered, certificates are 
printed, silverware is engraved and polished, plaques are prepared, 
and anything else that is required to make the day enjoyable, safe 
and fun for all those involved is attended to. 

At Whitianga, all meals were catered for in the main club 
‘ballroom’ (which doubles as a hangar), and coffee (plus other food) 
was always available at the Departure Lounge Café.

Cleanup is never an issue as everyone takes responsibility, so 
once the event is over all those involved in its organisation can 
reflect and relax. Of  course it won’t be long before the next round 
of  regional competitions starts again in November, just nine 
months away.

Special mentions
Perhaps the most difficult question KiwiFlyer asked Karen was 

who she wanted to give any special mentions to. It’s such a team 
effort that it’s nearly impossible to answer the question and even 
those mentioned here are more than likely to duck for cover and 
claim others put in more than they did; however Karen says, “A 
special thanks does go to Peter Walton, Bill Beard and the members 
from Mercury Bay Aero Club. Special thanks to our sponsors Peter 
Singleton from CAA, Arden Jennings from Aviation Co-operating 
Underwriters Pacific, Andrew Crawford from Airways, Bob 
Brownlie from ASPEQ ASL, and to David Bennett President of  
the Auckland Aero Club, and Auckland Aero Club’s management 
staff  and members who hosted the 2015 National Championships. 
Finally we thank all the competitors, judges, supporters and 
volunteers who made the 2015 national championships an aviation 
event not to be missed!”  

MIke Groome

13th to 27th March

Limited to 40 aircraft

Registrations open from 
1st September to 30th November

www.flyingnz.co.nz
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The Yak Display Team makes it look easy, but executing the perfect loop takes a lot of practice.
(Graphics above used with permission of Nick Buckenham / British Aerobatic Association)

Aerobatics

IN THE last few issues of  KiwiFlyer I 
have covered off  some lofty philosophising 
on aerobatics in general, and then some 
technical aspects of  the aerobatic planes we 
fly. Now I will try to describe the sporting 
aspects of  competition aerobatics, which 
may/will take an issue or three to work 
through. Hold on tight… and I will try to 
make this sound like fun (which it truly is).

Rules
For any sporting code to be fair and 

objective there needs to be rules. If  you 
have seen some of  our more advanced 
category aircraft flying an aerobatic 
sequence you may doubt they are flying to 
any rules at all – either written or physical – 
but yes, they are. 

The rules we work to in NZ are based 
on those of  the International Aerobatic 
Commission (CIVA) and cover many 
facets of  the sport, such as categories, 
programmes and sequence design. 

Most importantly for the pilots and 
judges they contain the criteria for judging 
the various flown manoeuvres and the 
methods of  grading that which the judges 
view. It is very important that the pilots 
understand the criteria against which they 
are judged. As the judges are viewing the 
sequence from the ground, and only their 
opinion that counts, the pilots must fly their 
aircraft in a manner which is ‘pleasing’ to 
the judges in terms of  meeting the criteria 
prescribed. 

Amongst other things, the judging 
criteria says “the competitor is required to 
make the shape of  all loops perfectly round 
as seen by the judge on the ground. Wind 
correction is required for loops so that the 
aircraft’s flight path describes a constant 
radius circle”. The flight path is the path of  
the aircraft’s centre of  gravity, also known 
as CGT in aerobatic parlance.  

That can’t be too hard. Pull back, keep 
the wings level, keep pulling back and after 
a period of  time and when the nose gets 
back on to the horizon, fly level again. But 
let’s examine this most basic manoeuvre in 
some more depth.

The Competition Loop
For the uninitiated (and this does not 

negate getting proper dual instruction!) a 
loop is commenced from a suitable speed, 
normally a bit higher than the regular 
cruise speed, with a sustained pull back on 

Aerobatic Competition 101

contributed by Grant Benns

the elevator control to pitch the nose up. 
This pull and the resultant pitching motion 
continues such that the aircraft’s attitude 
increases through the vertical to inverted 
and then back to upright. All the while, 
the wings are held level, i.e. no rolling, and 
the aircraft is kept in balance through the 
changing speeds and resultant yaw forces 
with rudder. 

For the perfect competition loop you must 
start from a level period of  flight – a dive 
for the optimum looping speed just prior 
might be required. Now that you have 
the right speed, say 140 kts in your Robin 
2160, you abruptly pull the stick back to 
get a nice clean break off  the horizontal 
line - judges like to see crisp and defined 
movements off  straight lines into looping 
segments. 

But now relax the back pressure, just 
a little, or you will pull too many ‘G’ and 
bleed speed too quickly. The ideal ‘G’ will 
be around 4-5G depending on your entry 
speed. This is more than a casual ‘Sunday’ 
loop, because we want it to be ROUND. 

As the nose goes through the vertical we 
start to relax the stick pressure, although 
not necessarily the stick position – a 
constant stick position should produce a 
nicely rounded loop despite the changing 
airspeed. The speed is now rapidly 
decaying, as is both the ‘G’ and rate of  
change of  angular velocity (crikey… big 
words). But that is okay – if  we were still 
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Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in 
the Aviation Industry. 
When considering your aircraft 
insurance, you definitely need 
the best ADVICE, EXPERIENCE 
and RESOURCES.  
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

KiwiFlyerAvsure Insurance Feature

contributed by Bill Beard

Insurance for engines run on-condition
ONE OF THE main provisions of  an 
aircraft insurance policy is that operation 
and maintenance of  the aircraft must be 
conducted in full compliance with the 
CAA Rules. Accordingly, aviation insurers 
accept the use of  engines beyond the 
manufacturer recommended TBO (time 
between overhauls) subject to certain 
manufacturer recommendations and/or 
CAA approved programmes.

Under the policy terms and conditions, 
insurance companies will pay for, repair, 
or make good accidental damage to the 
insured aircraft. BUT in the case of  
repairs to an on-condition engine, though 
different insurance companies may have 
different views, generally the following 
ground rules will be applied. 

In the case of  a total loss – no 
problem. The company will pay the 
agreed value including the engine, less 
the deductible. However, in the event 
of  engine repairs even say following a 
prop strike, the normal procedure is that 
the Claims Adjuster will approve a bulk 

strip (paid for by the insurers). If  any 
damage is found (ie. crankshaft damage 
or the like) the insurers may provide for 
replacement of  damaged part(s) caused 
directly as a result of  the accident, subject 
to age and AD (airworthiness directive) 
status. If  the crankshaft is on its second 
or third life or has been superseded then 
settlement may be subject to negotiation. 
However, as the engine is beyond its TBO 
it will not be approved for “return to 
service” without a complete overhaul. The 
cost of  this will be to direct account of  
the insured/owner as the policy does not 
cover wear and tear or deterioration. 

The long and short of  it therefore 
is that if  your time expired engine is 
damaged, the insurance company will 
compensate the insured for accident 
related damage but the cost of  the 
overhaul to enable it to return to service 
will not form part of  the claim.

Likewise, with airframe damage, 
insurers will only pay for the accident 
damage. Additional rectification such as 

This page is sponsored by Avsure. To enquire about other sponsorship opportunities in KiwiFlyer, contact Michael on 09 279 9924. 17

corrosion etc. identified during the repair 
process will be to the account of  the 
insured.

To discuss this topic or any other 
questions relating to aviation 
insurance or to seek quotations, 
contact Bill Beard at Avsure on 
0800 322 206.

pulling back with the same initial back 
pressure and ‘G’ our looping radius would 
start to decrease quite markedly. All the 
while we are keeping the wings level (with 
aileron) and aircraft in balance (with 
rudder) – as the aircraft slows down the 
free-air slipstream decreases, the effective 
propeller slipstream increases and the 
aircraft will start to yaw out of  balance.  

As the nose now approaches the horizon 
with the aircraft inverted we are at the 
slowest point in the loop – probably around 
40-50 kts – and also at the lowest ‘G’, 
below 1G and approaching 0G. At first this 
can be somewhat unnerving, as we are used 
to being pressed firmly into our seats, but 
have no fear – you will not fall out! Neither 
will you stall if  you continue to maintain 
the constant stick position you started with 
at 140 kts – the stick pressure will now be 
back to almost nothing and with the ‘G’ 
approaching zero your stall speed will also 
be approaching zero. (Think about that – a 
trick question, but what is the stall speed 
of  your aircraft at zero ‘G’?) The rate of  
change of  angular velocity is now at its 
lowest, and  the top of  your loop is carving 
a nice constant radius across the sky, 
bringing great smiles to the judge’s faces! 

As the nose now starts to fall towards 
the ground, it is all too easy to pull back 
just a little more, in the belief  that more 
speed downhill equals less time to a sudden 
end to your flight, but keep the faith – 
maintain the constant stick position and 
let the nose slowly pitch down (or ‘up’ 
from where you are sitting). You will feel 
the stick pressure start to increase as the 
airspeed and ‘G’ loading also increases. 

As the nose gets to vertically down, the 
‘G’ is now coming back up through 1 and 
approaching 2, with the airspeed increasing 
through 80-90 knots… the end is in sight. 
But don’t be too aggressive pulling on the 
stick as the loop nears its end. Many loops 
finish ‘pinched’ from an over-enthusiastic 
finish. Alternatively, a relaxed pull-out will 
have you going through the line of  entry 
with a noticeable or even significant height 
loss. 

If  you started the loop at 140 kts and 
4G, it is logical this is where you should 
end it. Bear in mind you may be pulling a 
positive angle of  attack of  10 degrees or 
more as you complete the loop at 4G, and 
therefore you will need to keep pulling the 
nose just a bit higher above the horizon 
that normal 1G level flight to complete the 
manoeuvre, before crisply relaxing the back 
pressure back to maintain straight and level. 

You have just scored a perfect 10!

Believe me, it is much easier to write 
about a perfectly round loop than to fly 
one, in part because of  the feedback we 
get from our other senses – weight, sound, 
overthinking (is that a sense?) – and very 
much because of  the effect of  wind. 
Recall the judging criteria above – ‘Wind 
correction is required for loops so that the 
aircraft’s flight path describes a constant 
radius circle’. If  only we didn’t have to 
contend with wind. 

The wind effect on a loop is similar to 
those ‘interesting’ constant radius turns you 
did during your PPL and/or CPL training. 
Remember? Ease the bank angle coming 
into wind - increase the bank angle going 
down wind. Applied to our loop, we must 
now ease the back pressure going into 
wind and increase the back pressure going 
downwind, relative to a nil-wind loop. This 
can and will be very subtle, and is very 
much a seat-of-the-pants thing, unless you 
have had some quality ground coaching and 
critiquing in a range of  winds. 

Either with wind or without, incorrect 
technique with the elevator can produce 
some wildly strange looking loops. The 
judges will often break their judgement of  
the loop into quarters. Typical comments 
might be ‘pinched 3rd quarter’, ‘tall’, 
‘egg-shaped’, ‘tight 4th quarter’, ‘finished 
higher than the start’, to which scores 
will definitely be somewhat less than the 
magical 10. In fact, it is very rare to see a 
common garden loop score more than an 
8. Now imagine putting a snap roll or two-
point roll on the top of  a loop. 

Without a doubt, loops are one of  the 
most challenging aspects of  competition 
aerobatics, and are a fundamental aspect 
of  the sport, given that pretty much any 
vertical manoeuvre (stall turn, Cuban, 
Immelmann etc.) begins and/or ends with 
a part-loop of  some degree, judged to the 
same criteria as a full loop. Keep practicing.

Competition Results
The NZ National Aerobatic 

Championships were held during March at 
Hood Aerodrome, Masterton. 

Weather started average but ended 
great, and a full programme involving 19 
competitors across four categories was 
contested. Aircraft ranged from a Robin, 
various RVs and CT4s through to Pitts,  
Zlin, Yak 55 and Extra 300L. 

Superbly hosted by the Wairarapa and 
Ruahine Aero Club with the support of  the 
Masterton District Council, the event was 
a great success for the first venture away 
from Waipukurau in 29 years.  

Category winners were: Recreational 
– Tom Hall (Christchurch – Robin 2160); 
Sports – Andrew Love (Christchurch – 
Pitts S1S); Intermediate – Morris Tull 
(Dubai – Pitts S1S); Advanced – Wayne 
Ormrod (Auckland – Extra 300L).

Footnote: 
These articles are intended to whet appetites 

for advanced flying and to offer tips to aerobatics 
beginners. Dual instruction and observance of 
CAA rules is a must-have - especially for safety 
and also for learning correct techniques and 
finesse of manoeuvres for the particular aircraft 
you are flying. For more information, enquire 
about aerobatics instruction at your local aero 
club or go to www.aerobatics.co.nz

A great day beckons. CT4s (Murray Rogers and Jeff Hunter) and RV7 (Des Barry) at Masterton.

Morris Tull and Pitts S1S with their haul of 
silverware from the National Championships.
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EVERYONE has heard of  heli-hunting 
which these days more often than not 
involves hunters using helicopters to 
position themselves in suitable areas of  
bush, then to later pick them up and 
transport the meat home. Back in the 70s 
and early 80s though, during the boom 
years for venison recovery, the term was 
more related to catching the deer directly 
from the helicopter. In the early days, 
deer were simply shot from the helicopter 
and slung back to base on the hook for 
processing. Then the deer farming industry 
was born, and helicopters were used to 
capture live animals from the bush and 
fly them back to farms. This era began 
with ‘bulldogging’ whereby the ‘shooter’ 
wouldn’t shoot but would simply leap 
out of  the moving helicopter onto the 
fleeing deer, then battle it to the ground, 
tie it up, and attach it to the chain under 
the helicopter, often riding back to base 
hanging onto the chain themselves. They 
were wild times. Some became very wealthy. 
Some were killed. Then safer and more 
reliable means of  capture were developed 
such as net-guns and for a period of  years – 
up until about the mid-1980s - the industry 
flourished.   

So what happens when a retired 
‘shooter’ and gyro pilot wants to go 
hunting? He goes gyro-hunting of  course.

Gary Skudder has always been into 
flying, starting with fixed wings in Tiger 
Moths aged 17. “Going on 75 now,” 
he says. Gary has also always been into 
hunting, becoming a very accomplished 
professional ground hunter; “One year 
I got 964 deer and I carried out every 

Gyro-
Hunting

Autogyros

one of  them.” As modest as Gary is, that 
sort of  effort led to a reputation and that 
reputation led to Gary being approached 
by Consolidated Traders to work for them, 
many years ago now. He became a shooter 
on helicopters and virtually “lived in a 
helicopter for the next three and a half  
years”. Gary says he “only knocked off  
because of  the knees, jumping out of  the 
things at the heights we were. You jumped 
when the pilot told you to jump, because 
he was watching his rotors under the trees 
[and made the decisions]. You had to get 
down on the animal – live capture – so 
you jumped from 20 feet or 25 feet onto 
big shingle slips. There used to be a lot 
of  injuries. You were very very sore at the 

end of  a day.” When Gary finished up 
with that lifestyle, he says he came to the 
North Island and got into logging, running 
200 tonne three-trailer trucks on private 
forestry roads, then later into general 
carrying. He says he never has managed 
to retire and is still cutting down trees for 
farmers and going hunting whenever he 
can. The venison he brings home is always 
distributed among friends, many of  whom 
are ex-hunters who aren’t able to get out 
into the bush themselves any more.

Which brings the story to how Gary 
goes hunting now. “The years on the 
helicopters really got me into rotary flying,” 
he says, “so I got a poor mans’ helicopter” 
[a gyro]. Gary’s RAF2000 gyro now has 
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some 550 hours on the clock. “I won’t say 
where I go because everybody will be into 
it, but I’ve got a nice block where I can 
hunt privately, not too far from Tokoroa. 
There’s a long fire break that’s fine for 
flying off, though I can only take off  one 
way and that’s uphill – but the gyro always 
manages it with a load of  meat on board.”

Your KiwiFlyer Editor got onto 
this story from Gary at the Autogyro 
Association annual fly-in at Dannevirke 
earlier this year and thought it well worth 
repeating – which is why you should never 
tell your stories to anyone in the media. 
(That said, Gary did say he didn’t mind me 
writing about it.)

One day out gyro-hunting, Gary says he 
got onto a group of  four deer and “picked 
the biggest, thinking that’s the spiker and 
the rest will be hinds. I got it but to my 
surprise when I turned her over she had an 
udder full of  milk. I thought bugger, as I 
hate shooting the hinds especially if  they’ve 
got a young one. Anyway, I was gutting her 
and I hear this little fellow call out. I gave a 
mother’s bark back. It kept answering from 
about 150 yards away in some bush so I 
stalked in there and every time I barked, 
the fawn answered. Then as soon as I got 
in the bush it all went quiet. I thought I’d 
lost it. Then I looked down into a fern and 
saw an ear twitching so I pounced on it and 
had a hell of  a fight as was quite big, about 
three months old. I tied her feet up with 
my bootlaces then carried her back to the 
gyro.” She wouldn’t have survived if  Gary 
had left her, so he wrapped her up firmly 
in his swanndri and then tied her into his 

Gary’s RAF2000 approaching to land at Tokoroa, on this occasion with Rob Saunders at the controls.

Tied up and wrapped in Gary’s Swanndri, then 
securely restrained in the gyro, the young fawn 

was a moderately relaxed passenger.

Looking a little surprised, but none the worse for 
wear, Bambi waits on Tokoroa airfield for the farm 

truck to arrive which took her to a new home.

Bambi’s Mum didn’t fare quite as well, but she 
tasted good. Gary’s passenger seat is regularly 

filled with venison that he gives to friends.

Gary Skudder in the hangar at Tokoroa.

gyro’s passenger seat for a ride home! Gary 
nonchalantly says “I flew her out and rang a 
mate from a deer farm to come and get her. 
Then I went back for her Mum.”

Gary says that Bambi travelled very 
well at altitude, only becoming restless 
about being restrained briefly at one point 
- before looking down at the ground and 
“settling down pretty quickly”, perhaps 
figuring this wasn’t the best time to try and 
effect an escape.

Subsequently, Bambi has settled into her 
new home and will be bred from, making 
for a happy ending and a fine tale to tell 
one’s friends.
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NZ Warbirds: Night of the Blackbird - May 16th 2015 KiwiFlyer

Brian Shul
USAF Fighter Pilot, miracle crash survivor, SR-71 Blackbird Pilot,
Author, Photographer, Inspirational Speaker, 
Guest of NZ Warbirds at Ardmore on May 16th.

I’ve read one of Brian’s books, Sled Driver. Based on that and the 
recommendations one can easily find on the internet, I’d suggest that Brian’s 
talk and presentation for NZ Warbirds at Ardmore on May 16th is something 
not to be missed. Whether you’re into stunning technology and achievement, 
military aviation, or just looking for life inspiration, my guess is that 
attending this event will be a very well spent $75. I’ll be there for sure. Ed.

Brian Shul spent 20 years as a United States Air Force fighter 
pilot. When his aircraft was shot down during the war in Vietnam, 
Brian was unable to eject, and sustained major burn injuries in a 
crash he barely survived. After one year in military hospitals and 15 
reconstructive surgeries, he miraculously returned to active flying 
duty. He flew the A-7D, was an airshow demonstration pilot in the 
A-10, was a TOPGUN Instructor, and culminated his career with 
a selection to pilot the Top Secret SR-71 Blackbird spy plane, the 
fastest aircraft ever built. Brian was the pilot who provided key 
reconnaissance photos to President Reagan during the Libyan Crisis 
in 1986, when he became the only SR-71 pilot in history to fly three 
missions on three consecutive days. 

Brian’s remarkable comeback story has inspired audiences 
worldwide. He has fashioned a presentation that is not only 
impressive in its scope of  accomplishment, but rich in lessons 
learned through his incredible experiences. Brian’s near-death 
experience and prolonged hospital stay enabled him to gain a 
perspective on life that few people achieve at such a young age. 
He came through that ordeal with a renewed vigour for the 
opportunities that each day brings, and a fearless attitude with 
which to pursue goals that others often deem out of  reach. 

Retired from the United States Air Force, Brian is today an 
accomplished author, speaker and photographer, and lives the very 

philosophy he has shared with so 
many people around the globe. His 
talks reveal the power inherent in 
fearlessly moving forward in life, even 
in the face of  great obstacles, and 
shows how success on a grand scale is so often achieved through 
simple choices, a positive attitude, and maintaining a healthy sense 
of  humour. 

Brian was the first to write a book about what it was like to 
fly the top secret SR-71 spy plane. His book, illustrated with his 
own exceptional photography, is the most popular book on the 
Blackbird worldwide. Only a limited number are printed each year 
and can’t be found in bookstores, available only through Brian’s 
website or personal appearances. This year features the Golden 
Anniversary Edition of  his two books on the plane, Sled Driver and 
The Untouchables, celebrating 50 years since the first flight of  this 
sensational aircraft. 

Brian’s remarkable stories and breath-taking images fuel his 
message of  triumph over tragedy in an unforgettable way. His 
message of  experiencing the joy that living your passion brings 
often inspires members of  his audience to reach new heights 
themselves. He is a Spirit of  Freedom Award winner, a recipient of  
the prestigious Crystal Eagle Award, and has been designated one 
of  the Top 5 Most Notable SR-71 pilots ever to fly that plane. 

Brian’s visit to New Zealand in May is his first time here. He will 
be giving his feature presentation, a unique slide show complete 
with sound and rare video footage. This will be followed by a book-
signing of  his newest editions, limited in number and discounted 
for attendees of  this special New Zealand event. 

Tickets ($75 including supper) are available from 
melanie@ardmoreairport.co.nz or phone 09 298 9544.

Selected Extracts from Sled Driver
Brian Shul’s first book, Sled Driver, is an 
aviation classic. Here’s but a small selection 
of  quotes directly from the text:

I stood halfway down the runway to watch 
the take-off. The pilot lit the afterburners and 
I heard two distinct booms that sounded like 
cannons in the distance. As the jet passed me, 
the thunderous, piercing sound of the engines at 
maximum power was not so much heard as it was 
felt. The sound vibrated my body and reached in 
and grabbed my soul. It had me. 

On take-off: Regardless of the weather or the 
mission, our concentration was high during 
take-off. During this phase of flight, I felt the 
aircraft was competing with me to see who was 
in control...      There was no doubt if the burners 
were engaged or not. When the afterburners 
lit, the acceleration was immediate. Both 
afterburners needed to light off within two to 
three seconds of each other or the aircraft would 
veer sideways from the power differential, and 
quickly end up in the grass. Normally, burner 
lights were not simultaneous, and I was rocked 
to one side of the cockpit, then the other, as each 
afterburner kicked in…     Because of the length 
of the forward fuselage, too abrupt a pull on the 
stick could result in over-shooting the desired 
pitch angle. When this happened the momentum 
of the rising nose was difficult to arrest. While 
those on the ground were impressed with an extra 
steep climb, the pilot in the cockpit was even 
more astonished and was pushing forward on the 
stick with both hands...

On fuelling: The SR-71 normally launched with 
half a fuel load. A full load would have made 
it more difficult to abort the take-off in case of 
emergency. Our first priority after take-off, was to 
rendezvous with a tanker aircraft that would fill 
us with fuel for the route ahead…
Routes were planned with little margin for error 
concerning fuel. If we were programmed for a full 
off-load of fuel from the tanker, and normally we Personally signed copies of Brian Shul’s books 

will be available on the night.

The SR-71 Blackbird Spy Plane which at Mach 3, literally is faster than a speeding bullet.

were, we needed to get every drop…
As I came off the tanker and cleared to the right, 
the fighters positioned themselves abeam me, 
waved, and lit their afterburners. I gave them a 
head start. The F-16 is a nice little jet and we 
enjoyed their visit. We left them in the dust...

Eating before flight: Each crew member learned, 
sometimes the hard way, what to eat and what not 
to eat before high altitude flights. As air pressure 
decreased at higher altitudes, gases inside our 
bodies expanded, so we stayed away from foods 
that produced intestinal gas. I only ate a cheese 
omelette once. I thought I was going to give birth 
in the cockpit passing through 52,000 feet...

On training flights: Triple-sonic flight thirteen 
miles high requires unrelenting attention... 
Our training flights took us over much of the 
western half of the USA. A typical sortie out of 
Beale included a rendezvous with a tanker over 
Nevada, accelerating to Mach 3 across Wyoming 
and levelling above 75,000 feet over Montana. 
We’d turn right approaching South Dakota, roll 
out in Colorado, and zip south to New Mexico. 
There we’d begin another right turn that would 
carry us through Arizona and straight to southern 
California, then out over the ocean and finally up 
to the Seattle area where we’d prepare to descend 
back to Marysville, California. This was a nice 
tour in two and a half hours...
             

     cont’d over page...    



Chatting to a control tower: We were monitoring 
various radio transmissions from other aircraft as 
we entered Los Angeles Centre’s airspace. Though 
they didn’t really control us, they did monitor our 
movement across their scope. I heard a Cessna 
ask for a read-out of its groundspeed. “90 knots,” 
Centre replied. Almost instantly an F-18 smugly 
transmitted, “Ah, Centre, Dusty 52 requests 
groundspeed read-out.” There was a slight pause. 
“525 knots on the ground, Dusty.” Cue Walt in 
my back seat “Centre, Aspen 20, you got a ground 
speed readout for us?” There was a longer than 
normal pause. “Aspen, I show one thousand 
seven hundred and forty-two knots.” No further 
inquiries were heard on that frequency...

On the view: Unlike the view from the ground, 
at 78,000 feet there were few spaces unlit in the 
sky. Shooting stars appeared and faded every 
few seconds…    Our incredible speed became 
insignificant as the jet seemed to stand still before 
the heavens. I was part of something larger and 
more profound. I felt a joy to be at this place, at 
this time, looking at these stars...

On the job: On rare occasions, the photo 
interpreters showed us the product of our labour. 
This gave us a better perspective of the process 
involved in interpreting hundreds of feet of film, 
and an appreciation for the resolving power of 
cameras shooting through heat soaked windows. 
On one occasion after a mission in the Caribbean, 
the photo folks showed us some pictures they 
thought we would find interesting. They depicted 
parts of a gunnery range used by Cuban fighter 
jets to sharpen their strafing skills. On close 
inspection, the pictures revealed the targets were 
large silhouettes of SR-71s painted on cloth. We 
considered this a compliment of sorts. The next 
time over that route, I pushed the Mach up slightly 
to ensure they would hear the boom...

On a great day: We sped home in search of 
our third refuelling, and the sun appeared to 
rise again as we travelled south...   Later, as I 
walked back to my quarters, I watched the sun 
set for the second time that day. It had been a 
memorable flight. I’ll always recall that picture of 
being suspended between night and day with our 
contrails etched across the frozen Arctic sky. It 
was one of the many gifts the airplane gave to me.

KiwiFlyer is grateful to Brian Shul for providing 
material for this article. All images and text used 
are the copyright of Brian Shul / SledDriver.com

ARRIVING at the Central Hawke’s Bay Aero Club is like stepping 
back in time. The journey from any direction to the central Hawke’s 
Bay is spectacular due to the rolling farmland, then you’ll find 
Waipawa and Waipukurau closely 
nestled together (7km), with small 
rolling hills and sea to the east. 
Waipukurau is a grass airstrip that’s 
plenty long enough, just watch out 
for the occasional sheep grazing. 
Once inside the clubrooms, there is 
much history on the walls from the 
club’s beginnings in 1935 through to 
present day. The feeling is that it is 
very much an active club and it is set 
up very nicely for larger fly-ins. I have 
attended a few here and their facilities 
are ideal for it - coupled with the warm 
hospitality, it makes for a fantastic 
weekend. The next fly-in is the annual 
Women in Aviation Rally held at 
Queen’s Birthday weekend. See www.
nzawa.org.nz. Blokes and supporters 
are welcome and if  you are on the 
fence about attending, I hope this 
article on what is a fascinating area, 
tips the scales for you to go. You’re 
guaranteed a fun-filled, action packed 
weekend. Air women rallies are where 
you truly make friends for life.  

Waipukurau town is just down the 
road from the club and is home to the 
grand and historic Woburn Homestead 
which is now run as a luxury B&B. 
This is your opportunity to step back 
in time to Victorian country living on a 
grand scale. See www.woburnhomestead.co.nz. 

Motor lodge and motel accommodation is available but perhaps 
try something different? Pukeora Estate winery does group 
accommodation, budget and B&B, and is where the NZAWA Rally 
folk are staying this year. Transport-wise, there is no taxi service but 
there are always helpful people around or the walk from the airstrip 
to town is achievable in about 20 minutes. Autotech, a local garage, 
offers a rental car, a good old Nissan Bluebird, for hire. Phone: 06 
858 7310. A 3-day hire costs around $240.

Both towns have very different historical stats. Waipawa was one 
of  the very first inland towns to be settled in 1860 by Frederick 
Abbot who ran leasehold to graze sheep and beef. The town was 
established next to a ford in the river and was originally named 
Abbottsford but the town reverted back to the preferred Maori 
name. Waipawa quickly became a progressive community and 
administrative hub for the area from Te Aute to Woodville and was 
soon surrounded by many small farms that supported its growth.

Waipukurau was originally prized by the Maori for the eeling lake 
of  Whatuma (now Hatuma) and the stands of  natives around the 
lake that provided excellent snare grounds for the NZ wood pigeon. 
In Waipukurau, (1860s) the village and surrounding land was owned 
by Henry Russell who did not sell any of  his property. He had a 

Places to Go: Waipukurau
dream that it would be reverted to a town council in 99 years time, 
making it the richest city in NZ. He ran it as a model village with 
residents carefully selected and with Russell himself  approving 

plans before the houses were built. 
Most surrounding pastoral stations 

were broken into smaller blocks by 
the liberal government from the 1890s 
allowing the town to grow. As the 
towns progressed, communication 
with other Hawke’s Bay centres 
improved and by 1867 both telegraph 
and road services between Napier and 
Waipawa had commenced. 

I speak of  the history of  the area, 
as it is fascinating and varied. To 
learn more, a good starting point is 
the Central Hawkes Bay museum in 
Waipawa. It is the only building on 
the east side of  the main street. All 
the colonial shops were demolished 
in 1986 when the council built a new 
shopping mall behind the west side 
(now failed). The museum is open 7 
days from 10 am to 4pm (entry $2, 
under 12s free) and offers very life-like 
depictions of  the early Maori and 
settler days in this fascinating area. 
Don’t miss Sam’s shed, which is a ‘man 
room’ of  old engines, saws and early 
farming equipment. Girls, while the 
blokes enjoy oil fumes, go along to 
the very retro Mrs. Chadwick’s Beauty 
Shoppe - a stylish beauty parlor and 
spa, on High street, Waipawa.

After all this, if  you need a refill, 
the Misty River Restaurant serves up some tasty delights. Or take 
home some sausages from the Waipawa butcher, reputed to be the 
best in the region. The Waipawa river has excellent trout fishing and 
if  you want to play outdoors there are golf  courses at both towns. 
If  you have a vehicle I can recommend a couple of  things: Many 
years ago I was camping by the beautiful Tukituki river and I had 
the opportunity to visit Porangahau Beach. There is a lovely road 
winding out to the coast, taking about 40 minutes. Horse races are 
held on this beach at Easter and you will find Blo Karts, surfing and 
fishing all year round. There is a camping ground and it is simply a 
stunning part of  NZ tucked away for adventurous travellers.

Lastly we must not leave Hawkes Bay without mentioning the 
wine region, which is one of  three leading regions that account 
for 70% of  the country’s wine production. The closest vineyard 
is Pukeora estate. This stunning hilltop setting which was once 
a hospital, is now a family run boutique winery and convention 
venue. Contact them on info@pukeora.com for tastings and cellar 
door sales. The estate also hosts the annual CHB ‘The Festival’ 
event each year in September, which is a celebration of  art, music 
and food with over 120 stalls. 

Look out… you may find yourself  returning many times over to 
this magnificent part of  New Zealand.

NZ Warbirds: Night of the Blackbird - May 16th 2015
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Places to Go KiwiFlyer
contributed by Ruth Allanson

Central Hawke’s Bay Aero Club hangar and clubrooms.

Waipawa Settlers Museum contains some fascinating history.

Get a car and head to beautiful Porangahau Beach (or fly over it).
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Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz

Sports Aircraft NZ Ltd is the authorised 
distributor for the complete range of 

Sling ready to fly or kit aircraft. 

Register as LSA, 
Microlight or Amateur-built

Contact Tim
Ph 09 423 9494 

www.sportsaircraftnz.com 

Sling 2
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Airshows 
2015
It seems like the New Year was just 
yesterday but it’s April already and 25% 
of the year has scampered. This also 
means the end of summer and of the 
Airshow Season. The two ‘big’ shows 
this year were the events at Masterton 
and Omaka.

Wings Over 
Wairarapa
THE weekend of  January 17-19, 
Wellington Anniversary weekend 
was also the bi-annual Wings Over Wairarapa Airshow. This show 
which has been on the calendar for some 20 years is sponsored by 
the Sport and Vintage Aviation Society based at Hood Aerodrome 
Masterton and has become on one of  the recognised New Zealand 
Aviation Events.

The focus this year was a history of  flight in New Zealand. The 
Organisers had a hard act to follow after the 2013 event which was 
graced by the newly rebuilt de Havilland Mosquito. To everyone’s 
credit this was achieved with an A+ grade.

Two of  the most unique aircraft on display were the Richard 
Pearse Replica and the Pither Monoplane (see images page 32). 
Pearse needs no introduction to the Kiwi aviation enthusiast. This 
replica has been constructed by an Auckland based retired engineer 
Ivan Mudrovich over the past ten years and is totally authentic, 
down to a copy of  Pearse’s homebuilt engine constructed from the 
materials he had available. This includes a piece of  ‘steam pipe’ for 
a cylinder barrel. The aircraft is remarkable, a full size bamboo and 
linen fabrication representative of  its time. The public were treated 
to a fast taxi, though I’m sure many would have hoped for an 
airborne hop. My ‘source’ suggests there was plenty of  ‘lift’ evident 
from the wing, however stability may have been an issue and the 
gusty winds were unsatisfactory for anything too adventurous. So 

Contact David: 027 222 0872
avionicscanterbury@clear.net.nz

www.avionicscanterbury.co.nz

Fully mobile avionics service catering for customers throughout Canterbury and the South Island. 
Biennial Avionics Inspections. Installation certification and service of installed avionics equipment. 

Full aircraft wiring installations for all light GA, homebuilt, experimental and microlight aircraft. 
Fault diagnosis and rectification. ELT Battery changes for both Artex and Kannad brand ELTs.

Intercoms to IFR

contributed by Frank Parker
with Classic Fighters Omaka images from John McCaw, Paul Le Roy and Gavin Conroy

the question remains, did Richard Pearse achieve controlled flight?
The Pither aircraft is less well known. It is testament to the 

ingenuity of  Herbert Pither of  Southland who built and reportedly 
flew it in 1910 at Oreiti Beach, Invercargill. This replica represents 
the technology of  that time 105 years ago, pushing the boundary of  
aeronautics with calico, tubing and wire. 

Next on my favourite list was the aircraft of  the Vintage Aviator 
Limited. From a few Fokker Triplanes about 10 years ago, this 
collection of  Great War aircraft now ranks with the best in the 
World. It is fitting they were on display in this centenary year of  this 
conflict. While some of  the earlier TVAL aircraft are replicas, (they 
look like the original but under the skin construction is ‘modern’), 
the newer additions are ‘reconstructions’. These aircraft are faithful 
reconstructions of  the originals using original materials and 
construction techniques. They could have come from the respective 
factories 100 years ago. This includes the engines, either genuine 
originals or reconstructions of  the originals. The authenticity of  
these aircraft is absolute and to see them on the ground is amazing. 
To see them in the air conducting aerial manoeuvres and simulated 
combat of  the bygone era they represent is almost fantasy. It gives 
some meaning to the rapid development of  those years from the 
stringbags which barely flew in the beginning of  the conflict, to the 

effective fighting machines just four 
years later. We can only hope that this 
remarkable collection remains intact, 
a wonderful legacy to its Patron and I 
believe a responsibility of  this Nation.

But wait, there’s more, obviously 
the collection of  WWII fighters; P-40 
Kittyhawks, the ‘Pacific Fighter’ of  
which 250 served with the RNZAF, 
Spitfires, P-51 Mustang, crowd 
favourite Corsair, Yak 3 – the Russian 
Spitfire and Grumman Avenger, 
another Pacific Aircraft. These 
aircraft displayed in a variety of  
scenarios and final Balbo flypast, you 
just can’t beat the sound of  those big 
engines at power.

Also in the programme were 
general aviation aircraft, a vintage 
Aeronca, Dave Phillips’ polished 
Tiger Moth display, glider display, 
Vans homebuilts and of  course Doug 
Brooker’s MX-2 Aerial Antics, a 
world class demonstration of  aircraft 
doing what they shouldn’t do. I can 
watch it all day.

The RNZAF was on site 
displaying the new NH90 helicopter, 
farewelling the venerable Huey and 
introducing the new Texan Trainer.

Three Formation Teams were 
on show; the Harvard Roaring ‘40s 
(though the aircraft and pilots are a 
little older than the name may suggest 
!!) The Russian Knights in the Yak 52s and a revived Jet Formation 
Team of  two Strikemasters, two L-39 Albatros (Albatrosses, 
Albatrie?) and Vampire.

We also had an air-race between the Harvards and Yaks; not a 
lot of  chivalry on display here and I believe there’s an outstanding 
score to be settled??? But who am I to say!

Add to all this a display by the 
deHavilland Venom and there was 
something for everyone.

On the ground there were the 
familiar ‘Warhorses’ and a collection 
of  some 20 plus tracked WWII 
‘Bren Gun Carriers’ which set a 
world record by circumnavigating 
the airfield perimeter (I believe 2 
miles was the requirement) without  
stoppage!

Masterton turned on wonderful 
summer weather for the two days 
of  the event, if  anything a little too 
summery as I sought out shade on 
the flight line. 

For the pilots conditions were 
a little bumpy in the Nor-wester 
which made formation work 
demanding. Stronger winds also 
curtailed some of  the WWI aircraft 
flying demonstrations, nonetheless 
the programmer produced a varied, 
interesting and top class event.

Classic Fighters 
at Omaka
MOVE on a few weeks to Easter 
and it was time for Classic Fighters 
at Omaka. This very popular show, 
now heading for its ninth installment 
in 2017 is also recognised as one 

of  the NZ Aviation Events not to be missed. It also attracts a 
large overseas audience who come to enjoy its unique displays 
and friendly atmosphere. It is ‘the’ Easter Event comparable, but 
very different from ‘Wanaka’. Classic Fighters is a unique show, 
and while many of  the same aircraft are on display as at other ‘big’ 
New Zealand events, it has its own flavour. The Wairau Valley and 

Brendon Deere’s Spitfire was one of three to fly together this year at Omaka.

It wouldn’t be Omaka without a Fokker Dr.1 display.
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Robinson Helicopter Sales         Service         Charter         Training

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

Sales:  Brett Sanders     021 748 984
 brett@heliflitepacific.com 

Service: Zack Erdos     021 748 608
 zack@heliflitepacific.com

Parts: Sarah Smith  09 299 9442
 sarah@heliflitepacific.com
 
Training: Riaan Botha     021 508 472
 riaan@heliflitepacific.com

Charter: Alex Justice     09 299 9103
 alex@heliflitepacific.com  

 

www.heliflite.co.nz

PILOT TRAINING
Full Ground Courses

R22  -  R44  -  R66
PPL and CPL
Type Ratings

Instructor Ratings
Night Ratings (unlim)

HELI CHARTER
Scenic Flights

Heli Fishing
Proposal Flights
Hotel Transfers

Commercial Ops
Photography

NEW ROBINSON R44 HELICOPTERS – DON’T WAIT TILL OCTOBER 2015 EX. FACTORY LEAD TIMES

NEW R44 RAVEN I / EST. LATE JUNE 2015 EX. RHC FACTORY  Viper Red with White Trim, Tan Velour Interior. 
Equipped with Garmin GTR225B VHF COM, Garmin GTX 330ES TXP/Encoder, Kannad ELT 406, Millibar Altimeter, 
Heated Pitot Tube, Fuel Bladder Tanks, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover & Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs 
whichever occurs first.    POA 
                                                                                                                                                                                                            
NEW R44 RAVEN  II WITH AIR-CON / EST.  JULY 2015 EX. RHC FACTORY S/N:  All-over Slate Grey, Grey Leather.  
Equipped with Extra Corrosion Protection, ELT 406, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B VHF 
COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs 
whichever occurs first.                                                                                                   POA

NEW R44 CLIPPER  II WITH POP-OUT FLOATS & AIR-CON / EST.  JULY 2015 EX. RHC FACTORY S/N:  All-over 
White, Grey Leather.  Equipped with ELT 406, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B VHF 
COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs 
whichever occurs first.                                                                                                       POA
                                                                                                                                                                   
NEW ROBINSON R22 HELICOPTERS - DON’T WAIT TILL JUNE 2015 EX. FACTORY LEAD TIMES                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                                     
NEW  R22 BETA II / EST. LATE JUNE FLY-AWAY S/N: 4675 Viper Red with White Trim, Tan Velour.  Equipped with 
New Six- Hole Panel, Garmin GTR225B COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Fuel Bladder Tanks, Metalised Upper 
Sheave, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover &  Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years / 1000 Hrs whichever 
occurs first.                                                                                                                 POA                        
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
NEW  R22 BETA II / EST. EARLY JULY 2015 EX. FACTORY COMPLETION S/N: 4686 White with Viper Red, Tan 
Velour.  Equipped with New Six- Hole Panel, Garmin GTR225B COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Fuel Bladder 
Tanks, Metalised Upper Sheave, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover &  Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2 
years/ 1000 Hrs whichever occurs first.                                                                                    POA                        

OVERHAULED & PRE-OWNED ROBINSON HELICOPTERS

2012 R66 / Total Time 20 Hrs (approx.), ZK-HCE, S/N: 0206, Slate Grey Metallic with Tan Leather.Equipped with King 
KY196A, ICOM IC-A210, Garmin Aera 500, Zaon PCAS XRX, Dart Floor Protectors. Corrosion protection. Set up for 
commercial ops.     USD$730,000 + GST

RHC FACTORY OVERHAUL R44 CLIPPER II WITH AIR-CON / EST. IN FINAL FACTORY COMPLETION EX. 
RHC FACTORY S/N 10413  Viper Red with Bright Silver Trim, Grey Leather.  Equipped with  Pop-Out Floats, Fuel 
Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, King KY196A VHF COM, King TXP/Encoder, NAT AA12 Audio Panel, Garmin 
250 XL GPS with 2nd COMM Kannad 405 ELT, Extra Corrosion Protection, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover.                                                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                POA

HELIFLITE OVERHAULED R44 RAVEN I / EST. APRIL 2015 COMPLETION S/N:1762 Yellow with Grey Trim, Grey 
Leather  Interior.  Equipped with Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, King KY196A VHF COM, King KT76C VHF 
COM, ELT 406, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty. Overhauled Lycoming Engine with Factory 
Warranty.                                                                                                                                 POA

HELIFLITE OVERHAULED R22 BETA II / EST. APRIL 2015 COMPLETION SN: 3779 White with Blue Trim, New Leather 
Interior.  Equipped with Fuel Bladder Tanks, King KY197A VHF COM, Transponder, UHF Radio, Tie Downs, Ground 
Handing Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty. Overhauled Engine with Warranty.                                     POA                                                    

2006 R44 RAVEN II WITH AIR-CON / EX. BRISBANE TT: 1080 Hrs VH-WJA Yellow Base with White Trim, Tan Leather.  
Equipped with Air-Con, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, King KY196A VHF COM, King TXP/Encoder, AH, TC, 
DG, 9 Hole Panel, NAT AA12 Audio Panel, Garmin 430 GPS/COM/NAV, Four Point Harness (fwd seats), Tie Downs, 
Wheels, Bubble Cover. Fresh 100 Hr service.                                              POA
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Omaka Aerodrome are a great setting, and for display pilots it has a 
curved display line around two vectors which enables added variety 
in demonstrations. For the spectators the action is down sun and 
easy on the retinas. Most importantly, the organisers have managed 
to maintain a friendly almost country fair environment which 
works well for all participants, trade displays and spectators. Also 
important, the Marlborough Aero Club caters well for after-match 
refreshment and a chance to wash the dust from ones throat! 

Classic Fighters is noted for its theme re-enactments and there 
was a great display of  WWI ground equipment which was utilised 
in pitched battles during these scenes. Not to be outdone there 
was a full sized German Panzer on display representing the later 
conflict.

Emphasis in the air was WWI with the coming anniversary of  
that conflict. We were treated to the Kaiser’s best, no less than eight 
Fokker Triplanes joined by a Fokker D VII, a unique formation, 
and the Albatros D.Va flown by noted US collector Kermit Weeks, 
who I note was at the same event in the same aircraft in 2011; a 
touch of  celebrity.

On the Allied side there were a number of  Sopwiths and a 
French Nieuport. The sound of  these aircraft’s ‘rotary’ engines is 
unique - it must be heard, it’s something you cannot describe. 

The weather remained reasonably co-operative and the WWI 
scenarios and displays all went smoothly.

WWII was represented by the growing number of  aircraft 
becoming available, two P-40 Kittyhawks, two Soviet Yak 3s, 
Mustang, Corsair, Grumman Avenger, the stunning Reid family’s 
Anson... Star of  the show was the newly restored Mk XIV Spitfire 
owned by the Chariots of  Fire Fighter Collection. This aircraft 
flew to the show fresh from the workshop and test flying on Friday 
evening in the hands of  John Lamont to make up a flight of  three 
Spitfires, unique in New Zealand.

The RNZAF were there with a handling display by the venerable 
Huey (another final farewell) the NH90 - an impressive aircraft (will 
I re-enlist? would they have me?), a display by the P3 Orion and 
a fleeting glimpse of  the new Texan trainer. It was disappointing 
that the later aircraft was not put through its paces, but maybe next 
season after they get the first ‘scratch’.

Jet aircraft were represented by a flight of  two L-29 Delphin 
jets from Soviet Star (joy-rides) in Christchurch, Brett Nicholls’ 
Strikemaster with a polished display by Dave Brown and John 
Luff ’s de Havilland Venom, an impressive aircraft of  its vintage.

Between all these aircraft the crowd was treated to gliders, 
aerobatics, a Fokker F-27 ‘up close’, DC3s, a taxiing Bristol 
Freighter, Beech Staggerwing and others I have probably 
overlooked.

1-3: A sky full of biplanes and triplanes is a 
signature of any Omaka Airshow and the thing 
that makes it really different. The Allies are 
represented by Sopwith aircraft and the Italian 
built Nieuport 11. Axis Air Forces are on show 
with the famous Fokkers: the Dr.1, D.VII and 
D.VIII, and the Albatros DVa. War in these 
machines must have been hell, but to see them 
on display is delightful.

4-5: A big part of the fun of the Omaka Airshow 
is the activity on the ground. The Re-enactors 
are as passionate about attention to detail as 
any aircraft restorer. Members of the Military 
Re-enactment Society  as well as family members 
and friends camp out on the airfield in period 
authentic tents, drill as military units (from both 
sides of the conflict) and put on a damn good 
show to compliment the action in the air.

1
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5

3

4

An outstanding formation of Fokkers. 8 Dr.1 Dreideckers joined by a D.VII.

The Neiuport Bebe gives chase to the Fokker Dr.1. 

Kermit Weeks arrived from the US to fly his Albatros D.Va. 
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As mentioned there are a variety 
of  trade and ground displays, vintage 
machinery, tractors (why does the giant 
steam tractor hold as much fascination as 
a Spitfire ?) penny-farthings for hire and 
two running Allison V-1710 engines, a 
symphony in stereo!

One of  my highlights of  the show was 
the 80% scale German V-1 or Doodlebug. 
This aircraft, forerunner of  the modern 
cruise missile was flown (via radio 
control) both days in the WWII scenario 
and to add to the mayhem, joined by 
‘exploding’ examples on the ground. Like 
2013’s Bachem Natter, these scenarios 
are a unique part of  the Classic Fighters 
experience, and one wonders what 2017 
will bring.

To wrap up the show Classic Fighters 
hosts an awards dinner. This is a popular 
event, an opportunity to recognise some 
outstanding efforts in the pursuit of  
classic aviation and above all an avenue for 
dialogue on the weekend’s events.

Thanks to
Of  course these events would not occur 

without dedicated groups that spend many 
months and probably sleepless nights 
making it ‘happen’. These people donate 
their time and effort to the ‘cause’, for 
Wairarapa to development of  the Sport and 
Vintage Aviation Society and for Omaka to 
the Aviation Heritage Centre, which in its 
own right is another ‘story’. 

While no one person does it all, I 
have to congratulate Tom Williams from 
Wairarapa and Graham Orphan from 
Omaka as being the ringmasters who make 
it happen. 

Gents take a bow!  

Regards, frankly @xtra.co.nz 

AFFORDABLE AVIATION CONSULTANTS
Safety Management Systems
Manual Development
Compliance - Quality Assurance
Internal Auditing

For our full range of services in the 
NZ and South Pacific Region, see:
www.empireaviationservice.com
For all enquires please contact 
Gretchen or Nicky by email: 
empireaviationservices@gmail.com

GA Electrical repairs and installations. MRO for Gypsy Major Magnetos, 
Actuators, Starter Generators, Strobes, Voltage Regulators and more.

Event Report

Captions:

1&2: Raining terror from the sky over WWII London, the V-1 Flying Bomb 
(known to the Allies as the buzz bomb or doodlebug) was a harbinger of 
today’s long distance warfare. This radio controlled, battery-powered replica, 
with launching ramp (and exploding stunt double) was a crowd pleaser and a 
great addition to the airshow stable of NZ warbirds.

3: The Nanchang CJ-6a formation was one of three display teams present at 
Omaka, the others being the more frequently seen Roaring 40s Harvards and 
the Red Star Yakovlev Yak 52s. All three teams put on polished performances 
for the crowd.

4&5: Star of the Show Spitfire Mk.XIVe, flown by John Lamont. Part of 
The Chariots of Fire Fighter Collection based at Omaka, this aircraft was 
previously part of The Alpine Fighter Collection. Avspecs Ltd of Ardmore have 
just completed its restoration following Sir Tim Wallace’s accident back in 
1996. Presenting three Spitfires in the air together was an airshow first for the 
Classic Fighters event.
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Call Liviu: 021 048 7055 or (09) 268 1199 or (09) 296 2354
e: liviu.filimon@liviuavionics.com or lgfilimon@hotmail.com

www.liviuavionics.com

For All new and old - Fixed Wing or Rotary
Avionics and Instruments Requirements

l   Repair, O/Haul (Part 145) or new equipment
l Installations, upgrades, inspections 
l Work in Ardmore or at your site

Aviation 

Safety
Aviation Safety Services Limited has the specialist skills to assist 

small aviation organisations develop their Safety Programme around 
the twin pillars of Risk Management and Safety Awareness.

 n Identify the Risks, then manage to Eliminate, Isolate or Minimise them.   
 n Develop organisational Safety Awareness, ensuring EVERYONE is engaged.

Your Safety Programme will pay dividends in customer confidence, 
staff morale, productivity, finance, marketing, image and integrity. 

Few small aviation organisations survive a serious accident. 

 Contact Tim Norman, CAA trained Aviation Safety Coordinator 
on 021 474 650 or email: tim.norman@xtra.co.nz

Aviation Safety Programmes 

FREEMAN FREIGHT
INTERNATIONAL & DOMESTIC

Specialising in Shipping

l HELICOPTERS
l FIXED WING
l ALL AIRCRAFT PARTS

100% NZ OWNED & OPERATED
24 hours / 7 days services

DAILY AUCKLAND COURIER

Phone Warwick on 0273 400 284 or a/h 09 814 8910
email: freemanfreight@xtra.co.nz         www.freemanfreight.co.nz

Owner & Chief Engineer: David Ives

Heli Maintenance Ltd, Harewood Aviation Park, 800 Pound Road, Christchurch 8545
03 359 1001 or 027 528 5121   info@helimaintenance.com   www.helimaintenance.com

Canterbury’s first and only CAA Part 145
approved helicopter maintenance facility 

We also offer the following local modifications:
   l  Snow Shoes for R44 & MD500   
   l  EC120 Lead Acid Battery Installation   
   l  R22/R44 Pitch Links Repair  
   l  MD500 Collective Lock   
   l  MD500 Hockey Stick Repair

R22 / R44 2200 hour Rebuild Kits, 12 year inspections and helicopter 
refurbishment.  Let us provide a quote for your kit and / or rebuild.

David Ives & Hamish Harman
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1&2: The Orions (now P-3K2 evolution) have been RNZAF workhorses for nearly 50 years. They have 
a radius of action of 1,850km with 4 hours on station and endurance of 15 hours with two engines 

shut down to conserve fuel.   3: RNZAF’s new T-6C Texan II was seen briefly. The 11 new Texans will 
replace the CT-4E Air trainer with the first training course starting in 2016. We can look forward to a 
Texan display team perhaps for next year.   4: Was this the ‘final’ final farewell for the Huey? NZDF 

troops rappel down from a UH-1H Iroquois. Might we see any sold into private ownership? Can I join the 
syndicate (Ed.)?   5: Our new Air Force rotary flagship, the NH90.   5: The (big) NH90 can carry up to 
12 fully equipped soldiers or up to 18 lightly equipped troops (allowing for door gunners). It can carry 

up to 9 stretchers plus medical staff or palletised cargo. It can also lift the Army’s Light Armoured Vehicle. Jo
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CAA Part 115 certified

LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD

EXPERIENCE THE THRILL OF FLIGHT 
IN A WWII FIGHTER 

WITH WARBIRD ADVENTURE RIDES
HARVARD  l  P-40 KITTYHAWK  l  SPITFIRE

WWW.WARBIRD.CO.NZ

GIFT

VOUCHERS

AVAILABLE

AUTUMN PROMO
Save on Lightspeed headsets

Save up to $150
Offer ends 31 May

Phone 0800 116 741

or visit www.lightspeedheadsets.nz

Pither Monoplane
Herbert Pither was born in Surrey, England in 1871, 
the second of 12 children. The family emigrated to NZ 
in 1875 and settled in Canterbury.

Pither went on to become a professional cyclist in 
the ‘Australian Circuit’, living in Sydney. He returned 
to NZ in 1903 and settled in Invercargill in 1906 
where he set up an engineering business repairing 
automobiles and agricultural equipment. He also built small agricultural and marine engines 
under the brand name ‘Peerless’.

In 1909 he was approached by Simon McDonald about building an aeroplane to his 
design. Pither reportedly (by his own accounts) test flew the machine at Oreti Beach mid 
1910. Interestingly Burt Munro was ‘testing’ his motorcycles at Oreti Beach 40 years later.

Pither shipped the aircraft to Melbourne, Australia with a view of selling it to the Federal 
Government, however, he became embroiled in financial difficulties and the plan foundered. 
The aircraft was returned to NZ and had several owners before passing into obscurity.

Herbert Pither died in Victoria in 1934.
The Croydon Aircraft Company of Mandeville produced the replica of Pither’s plane in 

2003. The aircraft was successfully flown by Jerry Chisum who reportedly, in his understated 
way, declared it controllable – just!

Early Aviation Replicas

Pearse Replica
This totally authentic, full-size, bamboo and linen constructed 
replica of Richard Pearse’s aircraft has been built by retired 
engineer Ivan Mudrovich over the past ten 10 years. Even the 
engine is a hand made copy of Pearse’s homebuilt engine 
constructed from the materials he had available - including a 
piece of ‘steam pipe’ for a cylinder barrel. The public have 
been treated to a fast taxi, and it can’t be long before it’s time 
to try an airborne ‘hop’ as suggestions are that there is plenty 
of ‘lift’ in the wing. Ideal conditions will of course be required 
for the first attempt, perhaps not too far away now. 

1: ASH25 glider owned and displayed by Marlborough Gliding Club Member Jamie Halstead. This aircraft has a wingspan of 25.6 metres, a glide ratio of 
60:1 – and no engine.   2: Doug Brooker takes off for his usual mind-bending aerobatic display in his MX2.   3: The Anson leads two DC3s in formation. Both 
DC3s brought patrons to the show - a superb ‘arrival in style’ for those lucky enough to secure a ticket.   4: Bush pilots showing off their skills. This is Nigel 
Griffith’s Piper PA-18-160 Cub ZK-BOY.   5: Al Marshall revved her up and the Bristol Freighter made a stately taxi past the crowd (in spite of a rapid engine 
replacement just before show time when one of them wouldn’t start.)
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info@jemaviation.co.nz    |    www.jemaviation.com    |    +64 (0)3 578 3063

Congratulations to the owners of ‘our’ Award Winning Aircraft at Classic Fighters 2015!

Best Trainer   ZK-MUD Time Capsule Award   ZK-ZKF Best Vintage/Classic   ZK-AZF

For all Aviation Painting and Restoration needs
Contact Pacific Aero Coatings at Tauranga Airport: Kyle 027 276 2016 | Frances 07 574 2922 | admin@pacificaerocoatings.co.nz

l Extreme Flexibility in Cold Weather Conditions    l Superior Durability    l Easy Application    
l Show Finish    l Effortless Repairs    l Latest urethane technology for fabric aircraft    
l FAA approved manual with step-by-step guide

THE LATEST URETHANE TECHNOLOGY

www.pacificaerocoatings.co.nz
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3: The Flugwerk FW 190 reproduction of the Focke Wulf Fw 190 was unfortunately damaged in a landing mishap moments after this photo was taken.   
4: It wouldn’t be a NZ airshow without a display from the Roaring Forties Harvard Display team. The RNZAF operated 202 Harvards as trainers.   5: Graham 
Bethell’s ex USAF and RCAF P-51D Mustang wears the colours of No.3 Canterbury Territorial Air Force Squadron.   6: One of the enemy representatives, the 
Messerschmitt Bf108 Taifun.   7: Grumman TBM-3E Avenger from Brendan Deere’s collection at Ohakea, flown by Jim Rankin.   8: This Corsair is the lone 
survivor of the RNZAF’s ‘40s fleet.   9: Yak-3 Soviet fighters in formation.   10: Two more great regulars of the NZ airshow scene. Kittyhawk following Corsair. 

1: The Reid family’s beautifully restored Avro 
Anson Mk1 debuted at the previous Classic 
Fighters airshow and now resides in Omaka.   
2: Three Spitfires flying together for the first time at 
a NZ airshow. A magnificent sight and sound.   
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NZ Aviation Leadership Week
29 June to 3 July 2105, Queenstown

100 YEARS of  ANZAC will be celebrated at the Aviation 
Leadership Week in Queenstown later this year. Organised by 
Aviation New Zealand, which exists to lead, inspire and grow the 
New Zealand aviation industry, Aviation Leadership Week is the 
premier event on the annual industry calendar.

An ANZAC theme is very appropriate. This year, the Australian 
Agricultural Aviation Association will be holding its conference 
in Queenstown in conjunction with the NZ industry. New CASA 
Director Mark Skidmore AM will be joining his NZ counterpart, 
Graeme Harris and we hope that the Chief  of  Air Force from 
Australia will be joining NZ Air Force Chief, AVM Mike Yardley. A 
large number of  Australian companies will exhibit in the trade fair.

The Plenary programme is currently being finalised and is 
expected to include Ministers and government agencies speaking on 
the essential role of  aviation in the government’s growth agenda. 
Some issues that reverberate throughout the aviation sector – 
building profitable and sustainable businesses and Worksafe will be 
addressed in The Plenary.

Chris Thomson of  Callaghan Innovation will talk to The Plenary 
about ‘UAVs – safety and opportunities’. This is very topical, 
especially as CAA progresses the development of  new rules. The 
newest division of  Aviation NZ, UAVNZ, will be holding its first 
AGM and having its first divisional meeting. Members are looking 
forward to interacting with the broader aviation industry.

As programme details are finalised, they will be added on the 
Aviation NZ website, www.aia.org.nz

With so many Australians present, there is bound to be some 
Trans-Tasman rivalry too – the Super 15 semi finals are on the 
weekend before the Leadership Week and the final will be the day 
after it finishes. The Trans-Tasman Netball Championship will 
have finished by 22 June but the Warriors will be playing. The 2015 
Rugby Championship will be about to start, our companies will be 
working ‘Trans-Tasman’ and some businesses will be gearing up for 

Aviation New Zealand

contributed by John Nicholson

Dr Anton Wiles & Dr Candida Hatherley         

- ME 1 (New Zealand)  - Australia (CASA)  
- U.K. and Europe (EASA)  - AME (Canada) 
- United States (FAA) - Fiji

Your Experienced 
Aviation Medical Services Team

We enhance and protect your asset. Authorised CorrosionX Applicator     

Specialist Cleaning and Valet Services for all sizes of Fixed and Rotary 
Wing Aircraft including Leather Care and Anti Corrosion Treatment. 

AGlaze Superior Protection - Exclusive Aviation Partner in New Zealand

Contact Chris  021 262 2272           www.adnz.co.nz

the APEC Business Advisory Council meeting in Melbourne. 
Maybe too there will be lots to share in common – the Black 

Caps will have completed their tour of  England while Australia 
will be engrossed in an Ashes series. Australia and New Zealand 
will be involved in First World War commemoration ceremonies in 
Europe. New Zealanders in Australian companies, and Australians 
in NZ companies, will be working around the world. Plenty of  
things going on, lots to talk about, lots to learn and lots to share!

Leadership Week Programme
•  Monday – NZ Agricultural Aviation Assn (AAA) and 

Australian Agricultural Aviation Assn (AAAA)
•  Tuesday – AAA and AAAA
•  Wednesday – AAA, AAAA, NZ Helicopter Assn (NZHA).  

Plenary from PM onwards with AAA, NZHA, Logistics, 
Training and Development and UAVNZ. 

 Gala Awards Dinner in the evening for all participants.
•  Thursday – Plenary for morning with AAA, NZHA, 
 Logistics, Training and Development and UAVNZ. 
 Divisional meetings in the PM.
•  Friday - NZHA, Logistics, Training and Development 

Divisional meetings.
This year, we’re expecting over 300 delegates to attend – mostly 

from New Zealand and Australia but also from Southeast Asia and 
North America. The trade show will open Monday afternoon and 
close Friday lunch time.

For more information
For more information about the Leadership Summit, to register, 

take space at the trade show or to secure a sponsorship opportunity, 
phone +64 4 472 2707 or visit www.aia.org.nz and head to ‘News 
and Events, Leadership Summit 2015’. We look forward to seeing 
you there.

www.aviationsafety.co.nz
Phone 07 543 0075

Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

The complete range of Switlik products 
is available from Aviation Safety 

Supplies Limited, including

10 year service Lifejackets
UZIP Suits as used by NZ Defence

Protecting Aviators, Mariners
and Soldiers Since 1920.

GEAR FOR AVIATORS:  Locally owned, Great service and the Best Deal.

Outlets at Classic Flyers & NZ Flight Training, Tauranga Airport. 
P: 0274 504 339  E: info@nzpilotshop.co.nz   www.nzpilotshop.co.nz

Ask for a quote today. Free postage on all orders over $179.

Bose  l
ICOM  l
Zaon  l
  ASA  l

Kannad  l
 Jeppesen  l
 Flightcom  l

      David Clark  l
Aircraft Spruce  l

Lightspeed  l
    Spidertracks  l

    Aviation Gifts  l
Collector Models  l

Captions:

1: The Strikemaster was a light-attack or counter-insurgency aircraft. The 
RNZAF owned 16, buying them as replacements for the Vampire but they 
were phased out between 1981 and 1992 after fatigue cracking developed 
in wings and tailfins. Three have now returned to operation as part of the 
warbirds scene here, and very welcome additions they are.

2: The Czech built Aero L-29 Delfin (Dolphin) is an advanced jet trainer 
produced between the mid ‘60s and ‘70s. They are still in use by some air 
forces around the world. There are now four on the NZ register.

3: The still futuristic looking De Havilland DH 112 Venom first flew in 
1949 and entered service in 1952. Designed as a high-altitude fighter the 
Venom was a development of the Vampire and was armed with four 20mm 
cannons. It could also carry two 1,000 lb bombs or eight 60lb air-to-ground 
rocket projectiles.
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Annual ANZAC Jet Meet at Tokoroa
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contributed by Steve Engle

KiwiFlyerEvent Report

THE New Zealand Jet Modellers Associations (NZJMA) Tokoroa 
ANZAC Jet meeting 2015 has been and gone for this year. Wow - 
what a blast!

This is our hallmark event of  the year, and gets its ANZAC 
title from the Australian 
contingent that come 
over from the West 
Island to fly with us.

There were 50 pilots 
including 13 Aussies and 
a total of  80 planes & 
helicopters registered 
for the three day event. 
It was held over the 
weekend of  13/14/15 
February which coincides 
with Valentines day (but 
Honey - surely you’d 
like to stand around in 
a barren airfield with 
sweaty guys that reek 
of  JetA1 for an entire 
weekend!?).

We were spoilt with 
the weather, and luckily 
had some cloud cover as otherwise it gets mighty hot standing in 
an exposed airfield for hours on end in the baking heat. Also in our 
favour was the wind, predominantly straight down the strip which 
made life easier for the pilots.

Friday was setup day. The airfield was closed by NOTAM for 
our use. Its always interesting to see what secret projects have 
been completed and unearthed for their showing at this event. 
This year we were not disappointed. Two new & exciting projects 
that stood out for me were a 4 metre long F104 Starfighter (“The 
Widowmaker”) and also a 30kg scale model of  the Russian Kamov 
KA32 coaxial helicopter.

The facilities at Tokoroa were fantastic, and reflect the huge 
amount of  effort and preparation that the organisers put in to 
making this a memorable event for all to enjoy.

Saturday is the public day, and the local AirCadets had their bbq 
roaring away providing the many punters with sustenance. This is 
Tokoroa ATCs biggest fund raising event of  the year, to help the 
kids get into flying programs and is a great way for us to feed some 
of  our success back into the local community. Many sausages & 
burgers were consumed.

Lots of  families were on hand to witness some excellent flying 
skills, and to see the many models on display. The towns Mayor 
even came for a visit, and the locals appreciated the show.

Unfortunately the MIL24 Heli ran out of  fuel during a demo 
and a heavy autorotation 
ensued. The damage 
was not too serious. No 
matter how meticulous 
we are in our planning, 
mistakes can happen, 
and the post-crash 
analysis determined that 
even though the pilot 
physically checked the 
tanks contents, he saw 
what he expected to see, 
i.e. full tanks – except 
they weren’t of  course.

Matthias Strupf  once 
again made the trip to 
NZ from Germany to 
assist Carl Hansen with 
the setup and tuning 
of  the new KA32 
helicopter. This is an 

impressive beast, weighing in at 30kg dry, powered with a 2-stage 
turbine producing 16 shaft horsepower. Its coaxial 3-bladed head 
spans 2.5m and runs at 830rpm. It carries 6.5 litres of  JetA1 fuel.

We had the use of  a 4x4 quad & trailer as a recovery vehicle 
thanks to a local Tokoroa club member and this sped up the return 
of  models from some not-so-graceful out-landings.

The traditional Saturday night pilots’ dinner was a catered event 
held at the Tokoroa Events Centre. Approximately 70 people went 
to the dinner, enjoying great food and camaraderie. The stories 
got taller as the night wore on, and the Aussie vs. Kiwi rivalry and 
banter was in full swing.

Competitions and Challenges
The spot landing competition was won by Rene Redmond, to 

the undoubted disappointment of  one modeller who thought that a 
vertical descent into the landing box would score well. The sacrifice 
of  his models undercarriage didn’t help his score though!

We had the radar gun out and set the pilots a target speed of  
160km/h. This is harder to  achieve consistently than you’d think. 

contributed by Chris Gee

Event Report

Karl Hansen and support crew with his 30kg Kamov KA32 helicopter.

Lew Woods managed to shoot 159km/h 
so he was the winner of  this challenge. 
Stuart Hellyer clocked 322km/h with his 
Composite ARF Flash jet, but I think he 
was just showing off!

The best sport model prize was won 
by Rob Eppleston from Australia. Rob 
couldn’t take the smoke oil that he won 
back to Aus unfortunately.

Best scale was won by Colin Austen with 
his scratch built ¼ scale Panther.

Best helicopter was an easier choice, and 
Carl Hansens KAV32 took first place

This year we had a best newcomers 
prize, and this was won by Barry Parker.

Pilots choice was won by Craig Abbott 
for his new F104 Starfighter. This model is 
a ¼ scale Airworld kit and is 4.3m long. It 
is powered by an AMT Olympus turbine 
producing 55lb thrust and the model itself  
weighs 24.5kg dry. 

With thanks to:
As this event is continually growing in 

size, there is now serious paperwork to 
be completed and several hoops have to 
be jumped through each year to keep the 
event alive. It could not be run without 
a lot of  behind the scenes work from 
the organisers, and the support of  our 
sponsors.

We must thank the South Waikato 
District Council, CAA and Model Flying 
NZ for their assistance in getting this 
meeting sanctioned.

Our Australian friends really enjoy this 
event, and we appreciate the commitment 
they make to come over and play with 
us. This is quite a costly and logistical 
commitment to make and is a great 
opportunity to see and compare with what 

is going on outside our own backyard. 
Model Flying NZ & Air New Zealand 

have a procedure in place that assists our 
international travellers exceptionally well 
when travelling with their models, so this 
makes the trip far easier.

The airfield cleanup operation began 
after the Sunday prizegiving and it was very 
pleasing that a lot of  guys pitched in to 
assist - thanks.

Now to some individuals: Stu Hellyer 
and Chris Pickering put countless hours 
into preparation for the weekend and 
Chris picked up a double workload in 
the last week due to Stu’s overseas work 
commitments.

Brian Borland was the Flightline 
Director. South Waikato Council mowed 
the lawns and provided the airfield of  
course. Tokoroa ATC looked after the bbq 
and gates. Paul Buckrell printed all the 
name tags and Alan Dick organised the 
swapmeet. Overnight hangar facilities were 
once again provided by Henk Meerkerk 
(thanks very much Henk).

There were a lot of  others who helped 
out throughout the event - Ron Wilson 
& Dave Hodges scrutineered models and 
Ron organised the Saturday night catered 
event. Many others helped with flightline 
marshalling duties etc. Thanks to you all.

Lastly a big thanks also must go to 
our sponsors who donate the prizes. This 
generosity helps attract pilots to the event 
and is greatly appreciated.

Have a look at our website www.nzjma.
com for details of  our next meetings and 
feel free to come along for a look.

More photos of  the event are at:  
http://sengle.smugmug.com/Hobbies/
Events/Tokoroa-ANZAC-2015/

This years lineup of JetA1 burners at Tokoroa Airfield.

F104 Starfighter about to land after a successful test flight.

Scratch built F9F Panthers - 1:6.3 and 1:4 scale.

Peter Brown and his 2.5m Skymaster F4 Phantom.

The 1:4 scale F104 Starfighter is 4.3m long!

Airworld 1:2.5 scale ASK21 Glider. 
24kgs, 6.8m span with a turbine fitted!
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Aero Towing with a Foxbat A22LS
contributed by Roger Brown

Roger Brown is Chairman of the Vintage and Classic Glider Club of NZ 
and contributed this report following a successful annual rally in February. 
Roger’s words provide a good follow-up to the article our regular Gliding 
Contributor Jill McCaw wrote on glider towing back in KiwiFlyer Issue 34.

IN February the Vintage 
and Classic Glider Club 
held its Annual Rally at 
Taumarunui. However 
due to unforeseen 
circumstances the tow 
plane that we were to be 
operating with became 
unavailable, less than half  
a day short of  our rally 
starting.  In short order, 
Doug King, NZ distributor 
of  the Foxbat A-22LS 
LSA generously offered his 
demonstrator aircraft for 
our use, meaning we were 
able to continue with the 
rally and have a great week of  flying. 

This is my own personal view of  having used the Fox Bat as 
a glider tug for that week and the increasing use of  Light Sport 
Aircraft in that role here in New Zealand.

An Overview
In all of  my years of  gliding, I guess there have not been many 

tow planes that I have not been towed by. However they can be 
easily grouped into the two main aircraft types that are generally 
used here in NZ for towing duties, in order to provide a degree of  
comparison to the Foxbat. I have also had a couple of  tows behind 
a high wing Tecnam and several tows with a FK9 LSA over the 
years so am familiar with those types of  aircraft operations. The 
two main types in use are: 

- Piper Pawnee 235/250 hp. 
Designed as a working agricultural aircraft (spraying and fertiliser). 
It is an aircraft that certainly has the capabilities of  towing any 
glider required in any conditions.

- Piper PA18a Super Cub 
150/180 hp. Designed 
primarily as a private utility 
aircraft that has also been 
used for flight training and 
agricultural work, it has 
the capabilities of  towing 
any glider required in most 
conditions.

By comparison, the 
Foxbat A22 is designed 
as a low cost Light Sport 
Aircraft, but was certainly 
capable of  towing the 
selection of  gliders that 
had arrived at Taumarunui 
for the week.

The Foxbat A22 
It is interesting to look closely at the Foxbat’s spec’s. Because 

other than its lower weight and much lower horse power, its wing 
loading and speed range is not far short of  a big Piper Pawnee 
which came as a surprise. A design envelope of  +4 -2 g certainly 
gives some confidence. Place into that equation a max cross wind 
component of  14 knots, a cruise duration of  6.25 hrs plus reserve, 
a VNE of  120 knots running on 98 mogas and with a 100 hp air/
liquid cooled Rotax and you do have a very handy and economical 
two-seat light weight aircraft indeed. With an achievable initial 
outlay, impressive economy and an engine life of  2000 hrs TBO 
(and that overhaul costing far less than an equivalent GA engine), a 
LSA aircraft such as the Foxbat has to be a very tidy package as far 
as any gliding club treasurer is concerned. 

But like the Pawnee and the Cub, it also 
an aircraft that was not specifically designed 
to go towing gliders. But it can and does, 
and like any towing aircraft, it should 
perform well as long as it tows within its 
own performance parameters.  

 
Actual Operations 
at the Vintage Kiwi Rally

The Vintage Kiwi Rally at Taumarunui 
attracted some 14 sailplanes including an 
ASK 21 and a Grob Twin Astir [MK3]. 
Other than three pilots who had towed 
behind a LSA before, the rest were flying 
a little into the unknown. We used the 
shorter towrope that came with the aircraft 
that was successfully used launching at the 
Drury Champs a couple of  weeks before 
hand. This worked very well and allowed 
the Foxbat to easily climb out at 400 – 500 
fpm climb rate. Obviously with only 100 
hp on hand there were no real margins 
to play with in this towing environment, 
in particular as Taumarunui airfield is 
surrounded by hills and very high country 
- so very accurate flying was required by 
all. There was no wind for the whole week 
(only when a thermal came through) and 
the ground temperature was some 28 – 30 
degrees C (i.e. very warm).  

The Foxbat was utterly reliable and 
performed very well with a final tally of  
48 launches, including 14 on one day 
alone.  We were able to launch the ASK21 
with two POB, but felt more comfortable 
with launching the Twin Astir with only 
one aboard which is where it was felt 
the Foxbat’s limit was for this particular 
airfield in these hot conditions. However, 
that decision may well have been changed 
if  this combo were flying from a flat and 
more benign area (such as Matamata for 
example). One should also keep in mind 
that all the others (except for one glider) 
were flying at a much lower AUW than 
the Foxbat which made the aero tow 
combination perform very well.                  

I am told that the visibility from the 
Fox Bat is “awesome” especially on its way 
down after release, when one can fly a very 
steep descent profile because the engine 
remains at a constant temperature (no air 
cooled potential spiking issues here).

The Big Question 
I have often wondered whether a LSA 

aircraft can fit into the NZ Gliding Club 
scene as a ‘stand-alone’ club work-horse.   

For me the Jury is still out, but 
mainly due my limited overall exposure 

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

For all your engine overhauls
Lycoming, Continental, Gipsy...

And now Rotax!
Part 145 approved

Call Bill O’Neill or Graeme Daniell
03 489 6870 or 027 307 5850

Taieri Airport,  Mosgiel.

www.southair.co.nz

to operating with such an aircraft in a 
variety of  conditions. However as far 
as the Vintage and Classic Glider Club 
were concerned, the Foxbat did perform 
very well with the range of  gliders that 
turned up for that week and slotted into 
our operations like a ‘pro’, albeit we were 
operating in very good conditions. We 
weren’t able to prove how a LSA would 
perform with a gusty crosswind and 
turbulence off  the hills.

More than a few others seem to be 
satisfied however. Aviation Sports based at 
the Whenuapai have operated a FK9 for 
a few years now, and the Taranaki Gliding 
Club at Stratford have just unpacked a new 
EuroFOX LSA to take over from their 
big Pawnee which is being retired. Plus 
the Canterbury Gliding Club has recently 
received their new LSA to supplement 
operations there. 

So there is definitely a move into this 
direction and the next 18 months or so 
will no doubt provide good information 
on towing abilities, as well as their true 
maintenance and operating costs as towing 
hours and cycles start to build up. However 
for a small low-hour club it could also turn 
out to be the actual saving of  such a club 
- just from the sheer economic saving of  
operating such a tow plane. For a bigger 
club it would certainly price average their 
launching and operating costs for their 
members to benefit from. I can now see 
why a number of   aero clubs have gone 
down this road. 

How about service lifespan as a tow 
plane? Who knows, but really who would 
have thought that gliding clubs would still 
be operating 50-year-old tow planes that 
date back to the ’60s. Not me, I have to say. 

Thanks
The Vintage and Classic Glider Club of  

NZ Inc. wish to thank Ian Williams and 
Jim Lyver for bringing the Foxbat down all 
the way from Mercer to tow for us. And of  
course thanks are due to Doug King and 
his company Lite Flight Green, the owner 
and NZ Distributor of  the Foxbat. He 
allowed a group of  people whom he had 
never really met before to commandeer his 
aircraft so as to have a wonderful week of  
‘boys with their toys’ gliding in the heart of  
the King Country and its amazing soaring 
areas. We were truly grateful for your 
support.  

Roger Brown, Chairman: The Vintage and 
Classic Glider Club of NZ Inc.    

Foxbat A22LS ready for glider towing duty.
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KiwiFlyerKiwi Flying History

contributed by John Nicolson

TAT Co’s former Cessna 180C topdresser/sprayer BYJ, here flown in 2012 by owner 
Hayden Williams of Oamaru, transiting the sprawling farmlands that make up the 

mighty Waitaki Valley (North Otago.) (Peter Marshall NOAC photo)  

THERE were a bunch of  aero clubs the length and breadth of  
New Zealand   implicated in the burgeoning aerial topdressing 
industry of  the late 1940s and early 1950s. One such club that 
jump-started the formation of  a very successful aerial topdressing 
company was the Hauraki Aero Club (HAC) of  Thames. Fred 
Sawyer, HAC’s instructor and 
local farmer, and club buddy 
Basil Oliver organised an 
aerial topdressing display for 
local landowners. Following 
the demonstration in 
February 1950, the idea of  
forming an aerial topdressing 
business was discussed by 
HAC officers and Fred and 
Basil. HAC had actually been 
mulling over the idea of  a 
commercial venture for a 
while - an insightful move 
given that aero clubs were 
struggling in those days to 
make ends meet, which was 
to be ultimately off-set by  
government grants between 
1955 and 1962.  

It wasn’t long before HAC and Fred Sawyer were clinking glasses 
upon having agreed to start up a topdressing company - conditional 
on the club not being directly involved in the management of  the 
business. And so it was that Thames Aerial Topdressing Company 
(TAT Co or Thames ATD) came to being, and all because of  a 
vision, a little old Tiger Moth bi-plane and a farmer. Fred Sawyer 
became the founding director and pilot/manager and HAC was one 
of  several shareholders. Company executives, Colvin Robertson 
and Basil Oliver were later registered as co-Directors. TAT Co 
was yet another of  the original five or so trail-blazing Kiwi aerial 
topdressing companies to be inaugurated in the early 1950s. 

Tiger Moth ZK-AVV
Fred flew TAT’s first revenue job in their first Tiger Moth AVV 

in October 1950 when he spread 20 tons of  super on a client’s 
farm. TAT acquired AVV from HAC in early 1950. Built in NZ 

Thames Aerial Topdressing (TAT Co)

Contact Owen Walker
Phone:   09 295 1407     
Fax: 09 296 1728      
Mobile: 021 987 397
Email:   owen.walker@apaero.co.nz

www.apaero.com.au

(Rongotai), the de-rigged Tiger Moth NZ1468 was gifted to HAC 
in March 1949 by the RNZAF (Wigram) after having served with 
the No. 1 Elementary Flight Training School at Taieri (Otago) from 
1944. Tiger Moth NZ1468 was registered ZK-AVV and was soon 
on the job, only to have its rightful place in our historical aerial 

agricultural archives as the 
first (reported) ag. plane to 
crash, with pilot Fred Sawyers, 
as a result of  running out of  
fuel. It was established that 
AVV had a faulty fuel-level 
indicator. The Tiger was 
repaired and returned to 
service, but crashed again in 
the hands of  Lindsay Wheeler 
in June 1955. AVV was then 
stored at Thames and was 
subsequently deregistered in 
mid-1958.  

Dargaville base
In the early 1950s TAT 

were operating out of  several 
sites further north of  Thames 
between Dargaville and 

Kaitaia, although TAT’s Kaitaia area operations were short lived. 
Fred Sawyer, who had holidayed in the area, had become aware of  
the developing workload and opened a base at Dargaville in 1960, 
with pilot Jim Cragg as Area Operations Manager. The airfield used 
was located very close to town, which was, evidently, not a desirable 
set up. Later in 1965, TAT relocated five Fletchers and a Cessna 
180 (BYJ) to their new busy base at Dargaville, while retaining their 
HQ at Thames where they had procured land further out from 
town and had constructed their own airfield and local maintenance 
hangar/office. 

Fred Sawyer and TAT Co went on to become a high profile 
aerial agricultural operator who amassed a reasonably large fleet of  
aircraft in their name over the years inclusive of  three Cessna 180s 
(BJE, BJW and BYJ), a Pawnee (CIX) and upwards of  20 Fletchers 
(11 new ones came on line at TAT Co between 1956/66.) TAT 
Co moved into rotary-wing operations in the early 1970s with six 

helicopters made up firstly of  a couple of  Bell 47Gs and then they 
operated four examples of  the in-favour Hiller UH-12E. 

 
Glen Murray Co-Operative

In 1966, Thames Aerial Topdressing acquired the assets of  the 
Glen Murray Co-operative Topdressing Syndicate (formerly Aero 
Farms Syndicate). ‘Glen Murray’ is a rural community which was 
within the co-op’s operational Pukekohe/Raglan provinces. The 
GM Co-op which was facing grim operational snags, had been 
operating a couple of  Tiger Moths and Super Cubs since 1955 and 
had also acquired a Pawnee 235 ZK-CIX, which later went to TAT 
Co. Chas Chambers (ex-Aero Farms) was the Co-op’s first pilot and 
flew the Tiger BYF and Super Cub BRN. 

A short time after their acquisition of  the GM Co-op, TAT 
opened a base at Pukekohe with pilot Jim Aitcheson and their 
second FU-24 ZK-BVB (Fleet #3). Jim Aitcheson died in a crash 
(BVB) in late March 1974, following almost 10 years in the job. 
TAT (who had merged with Fieldair in 1972) sold out in full 
to Fieldair in 1975, although Fred Sawyer and a few of  TAT’s 
founding executives remained in charge. Fieldair, who applied 
TAT’s colour scheme to some of  their aircraft, switched their core 
business direction to a farmer’s co-op operation in 1977 and began 
trading as Fieldair Holdings Ltd. 

The Thames Aerial Topdressing Company had spent some 25 
years to 1975 in the game, and that was across some pretty hellish 
times for the rapidly developing industry. Sadly, Fred Sawyer died at 
Thames on 20 February 2009.    

We will talk to TAT Co ag. pilot Keith King in our next issue…



www.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 3944       45Our targeted free circulation to all aircraft owners and the aviation industry ensures that advertising in KiwiFlyer Gets Results.

Avalon Airshow Pictorial KiwiFlyer

Australian International Airshow 2015
contributed by Gavin Conroy
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AM 36375
Part 148

19 Village Way
Ardmore Airport

Papakura, South Auckland
PO Box 88067 Clendon Manurewa

Martin Aviation Services Ltd

For all swaged or nicopress cables from 1/16” to 3/16”
Cables and fittings in stock. 
Same day turnaround. Competitive Prices.

Hand splicing service available.   Piper Cub trim cables a speciality.

Contact John Geary  
Ph: 09 298 6698       Fx: 09 298 5225       E: johng@slingshot.co.nz

AirVenture Oshkosh is the must see event for every aviation enthusiast. 
Because the event is so big it pays to travel with someone who has been 
there before and who knows how to plan the best value for the time 
available. It also means that accommodation, transport and other logistics 
are all sorted out for you, so you can concentrate on enjoying the show. 
AirVenture Tour to Oshkosh & Chino departs 18th July 2015. The tour 
extension option is to Seattle visiting the Boeing factory and Museum of 
Flight, then to Portland to see the Spruce Goose and much more. The tour 
ends with an optional cruise to Alaska. We welcome your enquiry.

We are a TAANZ bonded member & IATA accredited agent with Travel Managers Group Limited

Tour departs 18th July. Contact Gaye Pardy today on 07 574 1950 or 0274 939 073
Email: travel@gayepardy.co.nz or visit www.gayepardy.co.nz for more information

Enquire Today !“You’ve got to be there”

Gavin Conroy attended the Australian 
International Airshow at Avalon at the end of 
February and came back with his usual suite of 
outstanding photographs. We’ve mostly included 
the ones of aircraft we don’t see here - as they’re 
good encouragement perhaps to make the trip 
next time. Gavin’s captions as follows:

   1. The Vintage Aviator took ten WWI aircraft 
to Avalon from New Zealand which was 
also their first airshow appearance en masse 
overseas, and a fitting contribution to an airshow 
aiming to celebrate the heroes of military 
aviation. The display was very well received but 
it did take a while for the Aussies to work out that 
the Sopwith Camel’s engine was indeed running 
normally!
   2. The USAF sent two F-22 Raptors to Avalon. 
Unfortunately they then couldn’t be displayed 
due to the display pilot being  in the US doing 

Heritage Flight training over the same weekend. 
Nonetheless they are fantastic looking aircraft 
and was nice to be able to get up close to 
inspect them.
   3. The USAF demo pilot gets airborne for his 
solo display in the F-16. The Aussies won’t mind 
this comment at all, but the solo F/A-18 Hornet 
display by the RAAF was a lot better.
The so called Classic Hornet still punches well 
above its weight!
   4. This Boeing B-25H Stratofortress made a 13 
hour trip for its short display at Avalon. The crew 
flew out of Guam on a training mission, flew a 
few passes at Avalon, then headed back home to 
Guam. Although it has been flying in the combat 
role for several decades it is still a fearsome 
machine – here with its bomb doors open!
   5 & 6. The syncro pair from the RSAF 
aerobatic team “The Black Knights” was well 
received. Of course everyone hoped the whole 

team would be there but the pair showed off the 
raw power of the Fighting Falcon really well with 
plenty of opposition passes, impressive climb 
performance and 9G turns!
   7. The RAAF Roulettes showed their class 
during the show. The PC9 has plenty of power 
and the skill of the pilots is second to none. 
Makes one wonder how much rivalry there will 
be when the RNZAF gets a Texan team formed 
in the future.
   8. The Temora Aviation Museum’s Sabre and 
Meteor along with an RAAF “A Model” Hornet 
made for a nice heritage flight demonstration 
at Avalon. Due to Martin Baker no longer 
supporting vintage ejection seats the Sabre was 
grounded after the show and may not fly again.
   9. The new RAAF Super Hornets are 
impressive to say the least. They are a lot bigger 
than the traditional Hornet, with a lot more 
power and technology to burn. 
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KiwiFlyerAvalon Airshow Pictorial
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Captions:

1. The RAAF showed off its new air re-fuelling 
capability at the show with the Airbus KC-30A 
flying with three Super Hornets. RAAF Super 
Hornets and KC-30A aircraft are also on 
operational duties in the Middle East, but such is 
the size of the RAAF that they could still display 
both types at Avalon.

2. Three RAAF Super Hornets arrive back 
following their displays. Folding the wings 
allows for many of these to be stored on aircraft 
carriers.

3. A massive RAAF C-17 is shadowed by an 
ARH Attack Helicopter. The Australian Defence 
force flew a one hour display involving many 
different aircraft types and everyone came away 
with a lot of respect for this global force.

4. The USAF flew a RQ4 Global Hawk to the 
airshow. It flew all the way from Guam to attend, 
controlled remotely from California. It was 
actually a scary thought as to what is to come in 
the future with these pilotless aircraft that can be 
armed to the teeth.

5. The ARH Tiger has been in military service 
in Australia for many years. According to many 
at the show these aircraft have had teething 
troubles for quite a time but appear to be over 
the worst now with extensive displays at the 
2015 airshow. They appear to be very capable 
but also look like something of a little brother 
when compared to the Apache. G
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Training Services & Event Guide KiwiFlyer

Training 
now available 

to meet new 
PBN/GPS CAA 
requirements

l RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
l SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV
Train for an airline in one of the best equipped multi-engine turbo charged Senecas in 
the country, with highly experienced instructors that have actual airline experience.

ADVANCED MULTI-ENGINE IFR TRAINING

A: Woodbourne Airport, Blenheim      Ph: 0800 743 432

07 308 4188 or 0800 804 354
info@frontierhelicopters.co.nz
216 Aerodrome Rd, Whakatane
www.frontierhelicopters.co.nz

Train in the latest and safest 
light helicopter, our brand new 
Guimbal Cabri G2.

Train in a rich flying environment, 
with plenty of confined bush and 
mountain work, longlining, and 
night flying all included in our 150 
hour commercial syllabus.

Train in real-time scenarios under 
real operating conditions in real 
helicopter environments.

Training l Charter l Lifting l Hunting l Fishing 
Mustering l Surveying l Filming l Fire Fighting 
Seismic Support l Wild Animal Management    

Ph/Fax: 09 298 1899
or 0508 CHOPPER
info@chopper.co.nz

www.chopper.co.nz

FLIGHT TRAINING
THEORY COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
S300 R44 B206

CHARTER  .  SCENICS
PHOTOGRAPHY

FISHING  .  BANNERS
Professional helicopter instruction is 

our core business so at Ardmore 
Helicopters you’ll fly according to your 
timetable. Train with us and share the 
experience our instructors (including 
two A-Cats) have of military, rescue, 
commercial and other operations. 

Phone for an info pack today.

Providing Personalised Training 
to Private and Commercial Pilots for 25 years 

FLIGHT   TRAINING

More safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Pacific Helicopters introduces revolutionary 
safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

Train with New Zealand’s most experienced Cabri operators. 

Limited student numbers ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Rob:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

0800 FLY HELI (0800 359435)   E:  info@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.pacifichelicopterservices.co.nz

KiwiFlyer is a magazine for the 
New Zealand aviation community 
written by enthusiasts, for enthusiasts. 

Published every 2 months, annual 
subscriptions cost just $30. 

Visit our website for secure credit 
card payment, or post a cheque to: 

Kiwi Flyer Limited, 
PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. 

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer for just $30 (6 issues)

KiwiFlyer Event Guide
16 May from 1900 hrs 
“Night of the Blackbird” 
At the Ardmore NZ Warbirds hangar.  
Fighter pilot, author, and renowned public 
speaker Brian Shul will give a presentation 
on flying the SR-71 from a personal 
perspective. Bar and finger food provided. 
See feature on page 20 of  this issue. 
Tickets from melanie@ardmoreairport.
co.nz  Ph: 09 298 9544.
 
May 17th 
Turangi Aero Club BBQ 
On the 3rd Sunday of  every month 
October through May at Turangi from 
1100hrs. All welcome. The last one until 
October! BBQ and drink for $10. No 
landing fees. More info from Alan 
email: xpdxrd@gmail.com

May 29th - June 1st  
NZAWA Annual Rally
At Waipukurau. Events, fun, camaraderie.
More info from janwhite@farmside.co.nz
www.nzawa.org.nz

June 21st 
Dannevirke Annual Breakfast Fly-in 
Hosted by the Dannevirke Flying Club. 
Usual sumptous breakfast provided. No 
landing fees. More info from Gary on 
022 368 0250 or e: gmmore@xtra.co.nz

June 26th to 28th 
Brass Monkey Fly-in 
At Lake Station Airfield, Nelson. Local 
flying, all food, new accommodation, 
landing fees, transport and entertainment, 
all for the one all-inclusive price. More 
info from Kevin Allport 027 234 5961 or 
03 548 5387,  e: allport@actrix.co.nz

June 29th to July 3rd 
NZ Aviation Leadership Week 
At Queenstown. The annual NZ aviation 
industry conference and trade show. See 
page 37 this issue or www.aia.org.nz

July 20th to 26th 
AirVenture 2015 Oshkosh 
Tour info from: www.gayepardy.co.nz 
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Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Martyn Griffiths P: 09 295 1630
E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com

Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.
www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-LPK  Alpi Pioneer 300

Logan McLean of  Rangiora, agent for 
Alpi Aircraft, recently imported a new 
Alpi 300 Kite, the first fixed undercarriage 
version of  the 300 for New Zealand.

The Alpi Pioneer 300 is an Italian 
ultralight and light sport aircraft, designed 
and produced by Alpi Aviation, of  
Pordenone. 

The Pioneer 300 was derived from 
the Giuseppe Asso 5 and designed to 
comply with FAI microlight rules, as well 
as the US light sport aircraft rules. The 
cantilever tapered wing, two seat (side-by-
side) aircraft is available in either fixed or 
retractable tricycle landing gear. The aircraft 
is made with a wooden frame, covered with 
composite skin panels. ZK-LPK, with the 
K standing for ‘Kite’, is powered with a fuel 
injected 912 Rotax engine with constant 
speed Idrovario Alisport propeller, cruising 
1-up at around 115kts and 2-up around 
108kts. The spacious cockpit interior is 
grey and blue and has the latest top quality 
radios and mode S transponders fitted. 
When the aircraft was finished in Italy it 
was flown for 1.5 hours of  testing then 
wings and tail plane were removed and it 
was bubble wrapped and shipped to NZ. 

It arrived at the end of  February and was 
reassembled and flying the very next week. 
Logan is very happy with this new aircraft 
and promptly arranged an Alpi fly-in to 
demonstrate it to existing and prospective 
Alpi pilots.

ZK-RTT and ZK-RTZ  
Aeroandina Vision and 
Aeroandina Spirit
RECENTLY imported into New 
Zealand are another two first of  types, the 
Aeroandina Vision (RTT) and Aeroandina 
Spirit (RTZ). These aircraft were the last 

ones to be manufactured at the factory 
of  Aeroandina in Columbia, South 
America – that company having since been 
amalgamated into the US based World 
Aircraft Company.

The two aircraft are designs of  Maximo 
Tedesco who has been developing 
autogyros and other aircraft since 1961. 
They have been imported by Wes Ruijne 
who is the distribution agent for New 
Zealand, Australia and South Africa. 

Wess says the aircraft appealed to 
him because “they fly really well, they 
are good to look at and that they have 
a very roomy cockpit”. They are both 
of  all-aluminium construction and have 

Rotax 912 ULS 100hp engines fitted with 
in-flight adjustable propellers. There are 
huge luggage areas in both planes. Another 
feature is their fold-down sticks, making for 
easy entry and exit of  the cockpit. 

The cockpit is fitted with all the extras 
including a GPS system, Dynon panels and 
standard steam gauges. The wings have 
electrically operated flaps and trims. The 
Spirit has a slightly faster cruise speed of  
120-130mph than the Vision which is 100-
110mph. This is thanks to the Spirit having 
a different wing shape. At time of  writing 
the Spirit has flown 2 hours and the Vision 
5 hours in the capable hands Noel Bailey 
the test pilot. Wes plans to sell one of  the 
aircraft and keep the other for his own use.

ZK-WOT  Boorabee Mk1
BUILT in Australia in 1999 and designed 
by Tom Cadet, the Boorabee (Koala) is a 
class 1 microlight that has recently been 
imported into New Zealand by Barry Povey 
of  Whangarei. Barry went on a search for 
an aircraft with a roomy cockpit that could 
accommodate his 6’2” height and size. 

Having not found anything suitable in New 
Zealand he turned his search to Australia 
where he found the Boorabee for sale. He 
travelled over in December last year and by 
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contributed by Penny Belworthy ARRIVALS - January / February 2015  
AMC Zenair CH701 STOL Mr A R W Mason  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
CCM Australian Aircraft Hornet STOL Mr J R Loughnan  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
CVK ICP Savannah XL South Eyre Trust  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
DAF Diamond DA20-C1 Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
ECE Vans RV 7A Mr S L Carr  Tauranga  Amat Built Aeroplane
FAJ Deramecourt Hot Air Balloon Mr M Ragg  Queenstown  Balloon
HIG Bell 222U Search And Rescue Services Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
HKE Bell 206L-1 Helicopter Charter Karamea (2006) Karamea  Helicopter
HNA Eurocopter AS 350BA Reid Helicopters Nelson Limited  Wakefield  Helicopter
HOQ Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HOW Robinson R44 II HOW Trust  Morrinsville  Helicopter
HPP Guimbal Cabri G2 Glencora Jersey Stud Ltd  Karamea  Helicopter
HSN Eurocopter AS 350B2 Heli Support New Zealand Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
ICC Guimbal Cabri G2 Aspiring Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
IDY Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Mr B J Comerford  Porirua  Helicopter
IFY Kawasaki BK117 B-1 Mr B J Comerford  Porirua  Helicopter
IKO Eurocopter AS 350B2 Gisborne Helicopters Limited  Gisborne  Helicopter
IOI Bell 206B Horizon Helicopters Limited  Rangiora  Helicopter
IRS McDonnell Douglas 500N Rotor Flite N.Z. Limited  Clevedon  Helicopter
JAH Pither Pither Monoplane Replica Croydon Aircraft Co Ltd  Gore  Microlight Class 1
JAK Cessna 510 Air Hawkes Bay Limited  Hastings  Aeroplane
JGB Douglas DC3C-S1C3G Airscapade Affairs Limited  Te Anau  Aeroplane
JVB Zenair CH701 STOL Bennett Partnership  Wanganui  Microlight Class 2
KJF Sport Copter Vortex Mr K J Fodie  Alexandra  Gyroplane
KNM Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KNO Pacific Aerospace 750XL Pacific Aerospace Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
KWI Nanchang CJ-6 Mr Wadham  Blenheim  Aeroplane
LPK Alpi Aviation Pioneer 300 ALPI Aviation NZ Limited  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
MVF ATR-GIE ATR 72-212A Mount Cook Airline Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane
NVK Circa Reproductions Nieuport 11 Mr N B Forrester  Dunedin  Microlight Class 1
NVY Zenair CH701 STOL Mr F E Barker  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
NXJ Beech 400A Skyline Aviation Limited  NAPIER  Aeroplane
OXG Airbus A320-232 Air New Zealand Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
OXH Airbus A320-232 Air New Zealand Ltd  uckland  Aeroplane
PWG Sisler SF-2A Cygnet UL Mr D A Holmes  Papamoa  Microlight Class 2
RCG Homebuilt Gyrocopter Mr P J Devenport  Papakura  Microlight Class 1
RTT Aeroandina MXP-1050 Pan Tam Holdings Limited  MANUKAU  Microlight Class 2
RTZ Aeroandina MXP-150 Pan Tam Holdings Limited  MANUKAU  Microlight Class 2
SDL Sopwith Camel F.1 The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane
TGC Aeropro EuroFox 3K Taranaki Gliding Club (Inc)  New Plymouth  Microlight Class 2
TGY Vintage Aviator Albatros DVa-1 The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane
VAN Murphy Rebel The Little Oasis Trust  BLENHEIM  Amat Built Aeroplane
WCO Vans RV-3 UL C A & M H Schadler  Whakatane  Microlight Class 1
WOT Tom Cadet Boorabee Mk.1 Mr B C Povey  Whangarei  Microlight Class 1
WRA Tecnam P2002-JF UL Wairarapa & Ruahine Aero Club  Masterton  Microlight Class 2
ZUB Zenair CH701 STOL Mr J R Harvey  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2

TRANSFERS - January / February 2015
BYP Piper PA-22-108 Mrs J M Evans  Pahiatua  Aeroplane
CZA NZ Aerospace FU24-950M Kairanga Aviation Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane
DBX Cessna 180H Mr D M Murray  Lake Tekapo  Aeroplane
DDH Gardan GY-20 Minicab U/L Mr S J Moore  Wanaka  Microlight Class 2
DJB ICP Savannah Mr M J McCaul  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
DOP Piper PA-32-300 Kaikoura Aero Club (Inc)  Kaikoura Aeroplane
ECQ Piper PA-31-325 Dairy Tech International Ltd  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
EFD Cessna 150J Wakatipu Aero Club (Inc.)  Queenstown  Aeroplane
ELX Piper PA-28-151 Aviation Training Limited  Taupo  Aeroplane
ESP Maule M-5-180C Mr T J Murray  Amberley  Aeroplane
FDF Ultralight Mirage Mk.II Mr B C Long  Bunnythorpe  Microlight Class 1
GDR Schempp-Hirth Ventus-2b Omarama Gliding Club Inc.  Christchurch  Glider
GKK Glasflugel Mosquito Mr A D Mackay  Auckland  Glider
GMO Grob G103 Twin II Glider Rentals Limited  Omarama Glider
GNG Grob G102 Standard Astir III Glider Rentals Limited  Omarama Glider
GOX PZL-Krosno KR-03A “Puchatek” Whangarei District Gliding Club   Whangarei  Glider
GTX Schempp-Hirth Ventus cT Mr D B Hirst  Martinborough  Power Glider
GVR Jonker JS1-B “Revelation” Mr D P Jensen  Tauranga  Glider
HEM Robinson R44 Western Pacific Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HEU Hughes 269B Mr G Dever  Kotemaori  Helicopter
HFF Eurocopter AS 350 B2 The Helicopter Line Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter
HPT Robinson R22 Beta North Shore Helicopter Training Ltd  Albany  Helicopter
HUZ Hughes 369D Eastland Heli Services Limited  Gisborne  Helicopter
HVQ Robinson R44 Helihunt ‘N’ Fish Taupo Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
HVW Robinson R22 Beta CJK Consulting Limited  Greymouth  Helicopter
HWM Bell 206B Twin Coast Helicopters 2007 Ltd  Kamo  Helicopter
HYX Canadian Home Rotors Safari Mr K J Campbell  Huntly  Amat Built Helicopter
IDS Hughes 369E Bay Ventures NZ Limited  Napier  Helicopter
IJW McDonnell Douglas 500N Action Helicopters Limited  Upper Moutere  Helicopter
IMS Guimbal Cabri G2 Frontier Helicopters Limited  Whakatane  Helicopter
INP Robinson R44 II Mt Cecil Trophy Deer Stud Limited  Timaru  Helicopter
IPR MD Helicopter 500N Opotiki Helicopters NZ Limited  Opotiki  Helicopter
IWT Robinson R44 Western Pacific Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
IZY Robinson R44 II James Patrick Scott  Fox Glacier  Helicopter
JAU Aircraft Specs Hovey Delta Hawk Mr G R Collins  New Plymouth  Microlight Class 1
JBI Jabiru SK80 Microlight Mr K D Henderson  Outram  Microlight Class 2
JNM L M Harris Spitfire U/L Mr A J Dicker  Thames  Microlight Class 1
KAS Cessna 172N Classic Flights Limited  Wanaka  Aeroplane
KIV Denney Kitfox IV U/L Mr M J Godfrey  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
KJO Boeing-Stearman A75N1 Blue Sky Microlight 2006 Limited  Motueka  Aeroplane
KNK Pacific Aerospace 750XL SAS Nevers All Ways  Hamilton  Aeroplane
LCF ICP Savannah S Mr N D Hughes  Ohaupo  Microlight Class 2
LJA Maule M-5-235C Mr D C Cochrane  Wanaka  Aeroplane
LQA Cessna 172M Mr L H H Rawiri  Auckland  Aeroplane
MFT Cessna 421C Taranaki Air Ambulance Trust  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MVY Piper Aerostar 600 Buckley Air Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
continued over page... 

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Martyn Griffiths on 09 295 1630,  email: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL FIxEd WING ANd ROTARY 
MAINTENANCE, REPAIR ANd
AVIONICS REQUIREMENTS,
CONTACT HAWKER PACIFIC 

AT ARdMORE ON 09 295 0665
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MXP Cessna R172K Executive Flight Services Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
PDW Fisher Aero Corp Horizon II Mr M C Ralfe  Hokitika  Microlight Class 2
PJG Jodel D.11 Mr A Gull  Brightwater  Amat Built Aeroplane
PUB Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr S J Rothera  Greymouth  Microlight Class 2
RCU American Autogyro Sparrowhawk My Own Mining Limited  Dobson  Gyroplane
RVI Vans RV-4 Mr M J Anderson  Mosgiel  Amat Built Aeroplane
RWS Piper PA-25-235 Mr C N Hunter  Napier  Aeroplane
SAI Quad City Challenger II Mr G R Hannah  Kaikohe  Microlight Class 2
WRB Piper PA-38-112 Mr Last  Dannevirke  Aeroplane
WZK Cameron A-210 Aoraki Balloon Safari (Methven) Ltd  Methven Balloon
YES Beech 76 Executive Flight Services Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
ZOW Aerospool Dynamic WT9 M J & K G Blomfield Family Trust  Otautau  Microlight Class 2

DEPARTURES - January / February 2015                     
CWC Ozone Power R/B Quattro Mr C W Clark  Balclutha  Microlight C1 W/d 
EMN NZ Aerospace FU24-954 Phoenix Aviation Limited  Gore  Aeroplane Dest 
EVT Britten-Norman BN2A-26 Aspiring Air Limited  Gore  Aeroplane W/d 
HOQ Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp 
HPE Eurocopter EC 130 B4 Sir Peter Vela Family Trust  Hamilton  Helicopter Exp 
HXC Robinson R66 Heliflite Pacific Limited Papakura  Helicopter Exp 
HXH Robinson R22 Beta King Helicopters Pty Limited  Australia Helicopter Exp 
IBN Eagle R & D Helicycle Mr M A Van der Linden  Brightwater  Microlight C2 Exp 
IBP MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp 
IGD Robinson R22 Beta Heliflite Pacific Limited  Papakura  Helicopter Exp 
IRD Hughes 369E Mr J P Dunn  Auckland  Helicopter Exp 
IRS McDonnell Douglas 500N Precision Helicopters Limited  URENUI  Helicopter Exp 
JHM Pacific Aerospace 750XL Paravia AG Rathausstr.  Baar  Aeroplane Exp 
PBA Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
PBB Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
PBD Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
PBI Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
PBJ Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
PBM Boeing 737-8FE Virgin Australia Airlines (NZ) Ltd  Christchurch Aeroplane Exp 
SMC Micro Aviation B22 Bantam South Canterbury Microlight Club  Timaru  Microlight C2 Dest 
TTD Avtex Lancair 360 Johnson Aviation Importers Ltd  Brightwater  A/Built Plane W/d 
VAB Raytheon 1900D Vincent Aviation (In Receivership)  Wellington Aeroplane Exp 
VTV Bristol Fighter F2B The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane Exp 

Xmas Eve the aircraft was here in NZ.
The Boorabee’s design suited Barry as 

the large cockpit can virtually be walked 
into as it is in front of  the wing. It was 
originally designed with two seats but the 
back seat was very small and relatively 
impractical. Barry’s one is a single seat 
version which he likes as he enjoys just 
flying on his own. The HKS 60hp 4 stroke 
engine is installed behind the wing which 
is another feature that Barry liked. This 
Japanese engine was designed solely for 
aircraft, and is air and oil cooled with dual 
CDI ignition. Barry says it cruises at 75-
80kts and uses about 12 litres per hours 
with a tank that holds 90 litres. 

The Boorabee is of  fibreglass 
construction. When the aircraft arrived 
Barry spent some time tiding it up, 
including building a new mould for the 
front section. Barry said that now he is 
back into flying he is really enjoying it, 
much more than he did when he built his 
first plane many years ago.

ZK-CCM  Hornet STOL 
Jim Loughnan’s Hornet STOL was 
started in Australia where the fuselage and 
tail feathers were completed before the 
builder ran out of  steam. Jim then bought 
it and had it shipped over to NZ and set 
about finishing it. The wings were built at 
Ivan Campbell’s in Loburn and Jim fitted it 
out himself. 
The Hornet STOL is a fully enclosed 
roomy two-seat aircraft designed by 
Australian Aircraft Kits in 2003 and has 
been in popular demand since. The all-
metal design bush plane is widely used as 
an airborne utility vehicle for recreational 
and bush pilots. Fitted with a 912 IS sport 
engine with a constant speed propeller 
it will cruise at 80kts. Jim liked the 
ruggedness about the plane and its stability 
in winds making it an ideal plane for him 

to fly in Wanaka weather. He has opted for 
850 tyres as opposed to the large all terrain 
tyres that you see on other Hornets. AT 
time of  writing the aircraft has completed 
its ground running checks and Jim is now 
waiting on CAA to do their checks and 
before Ole Hartmann (the Principal from 
Australian Aircraft Kits) comes over to test 
fly the aircraft in April.
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NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at 
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine
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Arion Lightning

Arion Lightning 55TT, always hangered, Jabiru 3300, 
Dual Grand Rapids Sport EFIS, Garmin SL40, Garmin 
GTX327, PM1000 Intercom, 2-axis autopilot, LED nav, 
strobes and landing light, Extended fuel tanks, Wheel 

pants with full fairings, MK2 tail mod, Electric trim (elev, 
rudder+flap), Artex 406 ELT, and more.  NZ$58,000.

P: 07 839 4080 or 021 513 839 E: ritchie@wave.co.nz

AS355 F2 
Helicopter

ZK-IHF
Corporate configuration 

6 passenger seats.

Full details available from 
funnell@heliserv.co.nz

Also available 
AS350 FX2 
For sale or lease

AS350 SD2 
Just completing 12 year inspection

MAKE AN OFFER     RYAN PT-22

RYAN  PT-22  ZK-RYN  #853  Award winning classic. 
Low hours since rebuild. Cleveland brakes, spare prop. ,some  

spares, quality covers. Flyaway or disassembled from Ardmore. 
Call or e-mail for more information or with a realistic offer. Try me!

Phone 09 298 1254 or 027 615 6235  
Email: lesandjillmarshall@vodafone.net.nz

Contact dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  |  E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.dtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 47 years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

                Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

1972 CESSNA 177B CARDINAL   ZK-DFV   
9266 Hours Since New. Fresh 100 hour & ARA 
August 2013. Engine 1265 TSO. 736 to run. Call for 
details. Asking $59,900 +GST if sold in NZ. Finance 
may be available. Ardmore hangarage included.

1978 PIPER PA28-161   ZK-KAT   
Low price IFR Trainer with “Glass” Instruments. 
Engine 1195 hrs / 7 years to run. Many upgrades. 
Long range fuel mod. Asking $69,900 +GST 
if sold in NZ. Offers considered.

1967 BOLKOW 208C JUNIOR   ZK-EDH  
Only 2574 Hours Since New. Very tidy in & out. 
Continental 0200A. Engine 1038 Hours to run. 
Aerobatic 2 seater. Asking $35,000 +GST (if any)

2006 TECNAM ‘SIERRA’    ZK-RTM
550 hours since new. 3 blade prop. Pristine condition. 
Deceased Estate. Asking $75,000 +GST if sold in NZ

1999 CESSNA 182-S SKYLANE   ZK-MDH
Only 1366 hours since new. Bendix-King NAV-II 
Avionics. SIDs compliant. Immaculate. 
Asking $225,000 +GST

1976 PIPER ARROW II   ZK-EKR.  
Very tidy example. Surplus to owner’s requirements. 
200 HP engine 750 hrs TBO. IFR equipped. Always 
hangared.140 kt cruise. Well maintained. Asking Price 
$85,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Serious offer considered. 
Immediately available at Ardmore. 

2001 CESSNA 172S SKYHAWK SP   
221 Hours Since Factory New. Private owner since 
new. In Pristine condition. SIDS compliant. 
Bendix-King NAV-II Avionics with MFD. 
Asking $190,000 +GST if sold in NZ. 

1974 PIPER CHEROKEE CRUISER   ZK-DOQ
6945 Hrs SN. Overall light Beige/cream with Blue accent 
stripes. Mid-Grey & Light Grey seats. Red side panels. 
Grey carpets. 160 HP engine 1200 Hrs to run. Always 
Hangared. Fresh ARA and 100hr in Aug 2013. Low 
priced & reliable 4 seater. $37,500 +GST if sold in NZ

1977 CESSNA 185F “SKYWAGON”   ZK-CBF
2550 hours since new. Engine 216 hours since overhaul.  
Factory corrosion proofed. Float kit. 4 seats. Oversize 
tyres. RMD wing tips. Garmin Avionics. Robertson STOL 
kit. SIDS compliant. Reduced price: $195,000 +GST

2004 DIAMOND DA-40   ZK-MTZ
639 hours since new. Garmin 1000 Avionics. 
Glass Cockpit - Pristine. 4 Seater.  Late technology.
Asking $249,500 - GST inclusive (if any).

2010 JABIRU J230 UL   ZK-DIZ     Only 110 hours 
since new.  Jabiru 3300 engine.  Dynon EFIS D-100   
**Pristine**.   Asking $89,000 - GST inclusive (if any).

ZK-FCO 1980 Cessna 152 II – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 10039 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-235-L2C TSO 1291. Propeller TSO 1316
ZK-KID 1979 Cessna A152 – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 11981.7 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-235-L2C TSO 761.3. Propeller TSO 938.8
ZK-RSQ 1983 Piper Seneca III PA34-220T – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time approx. 7366.7 Hrs. Engines LTSIO-360-KB; RH - TSO 60, LH TSO - 1771
Propellers McCauley 3AF32C; LH TSO 198, RH TSO 189
ZK-UPX 1981 Piper Seneca PA34-220T – Location: Fielding
Total Time 9054.1 Hrs. Aircraft has one engine and some parts removed

Tendered offers must be received prior to 5pm Friday 1 May 2015. Registrations of interest should 
be done via email or fax to the numbers below. For further information please contact:
Brett Sanders  |  e: brett@heliflitepacific.com  |  p: 09 299 9442  |   www.heliflitepacific.com

The following Aircraft are offered for sale by Open Tender



EXCLUSIVE NZ DISTRIBUTORS FOR DART AEROSPACE
Free catalogues available (printed or electronic) or visit www.dartaerospace.com

Contact Martyn Griffiths  |  Manager Ardmore  |  P: 09 295 1630  |  M: 027 808 0094  |  E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com


