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This issue of  KiwiFlyer features our annual Guide 
to Aviation Training in New Zealand. It’s a broad 
category, spanning fixed-wing and helicopter flying, 
microlights, autogyros, aerobatics, flight simulation, 
academia, the Gateway programme, theory support 
products, pilot supplies, and the introduction of  
pilot training for Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems. 
There’s plenty of  advanced training options present 
too; the Guide is as much for licensed aviators as it 
is for ab-initio ones. Even those who might not be 
immediately interested in training for themselves 
should find it interesting to look through this guide 
and observe the many and varied training approaches 
that are available. The range extends from small 
companies offering personal one-on-one tuition 
through to large corporates with fleets of  aircraft, an 
array of  lecture facilities and purpose built student 
accommodation, and everything in between. More 
than 1000 copies of  this issue of  the magazine are 
being sent to Careers Officers at every Secondary 
School in New Zealand, and the Guide is also 
immediately available for free download from our 
KiwiFlyer website, along with all back issues as well.

Several of  our regular contributors have picked up 
on the training theme of  this issue and provided 
material having training related content. From 
their respective fields of  interest, Grant Benns and 
Jill McCaw point out just how useful training in 
aerobatics and gliding can be. The skills acquired 
may be just what you need some day, and it’s never 
too late to learn them – plus there will be whole new 
group of  friends to meet along the way.

Your intrepid Editor had a very memorable flight 
with Wayne Ormrod in his Extra 300 a few weeks 
ago. I’ve always wondered what competition style 
aerobatics might feel like and I wasn’t disappointed. 
My review of  Wayne’s ‘unlimited’ adventure ride 
starts on page eight. And on the subject of  aviation 
experiences, in this issue Chris Gee has started what 
will be an occasional series on ‘Flying Stories’, talking 
to pilots about things they have done, fun they have 
had, and wisdom they have acquired. The tales within 
are very readable. If  you’d like to share some of  your 
own stories with KiwiFlyer readers then do let me 
know and we’ll help make it happen.

Having just put all the following pages together, I 
know for certain that there’s a lot of  good reading in 
this issue. Enjoy and as always, fly safe.

Michael Norton
Editor, KiwiFlyer Magazine

From the Editor

Front Cover: XFLIGHT’s Extra 300 passing their 
Robin 2160 at Parakai. Leo Pardon took the photograph. 
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Oceania Aviation Finance and Leasing 
Oceania Aviation have introduced a range of  
new aviation focused Finance and Leasing 
Services to the market.

XFLIGHT’s Unlimited Adventure Ride 
If  you’d like to sample competition style 
aerobatics and a good dose of  negative G, then 
this is the ride for you. 

Flying Stories 
A new KiwiFlyer series of  piloting and career 
advice and anecdotes compiled by Chris Gee.
 
Places to Go: Hawera  
Ruth Allanson visits Hawera and the surronding 
districts. There’s plenty to see and do.

The Aircraft Electronics Association
We profile this association which has numerous 
members in New Zealand. 

En-route: Christchurch-Kaikoura
Nick Ashley goes whale watching.

GST and Aviation Insurance 
It’s a common area for questions at Avsure. 
Bill Beard explains the details.

Mountain Flying Ops in Papua New Guinea
Matt McLaughlin writes about his adventurous 
flying time in PNG.

Aerobatic Training may Save Your Life 
There’s much to learn from even basic aerobatic 
training and they are skills that could well prove 
useful some day when you don’t expect it..

Gliding - A great place to start
Jill McCaw explains the process most gliding 
beginners take and also profiles Youth Glide NZ.

Annual Guide to Aviation Training
Our extensive annual guide of  everything to do 
with aviation training in New Zealand.

They call it Airmanship 
Wisdom for newcomers and seasoned aviators 
alike from Mark Woodhouse.

RPAS Pilot Training at Massey University 
Anke Smith explains a very popular new 
initiative from the Massey School of  Aviation.

Warbirds Hangar Happenings 
Aviation Industry Conference Review 
Ag. Flying History: Keith King (part two).
News Briefs
ZK Review
Event Guide
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Sounds Air expands scheduled services
Over the last few months Sounds Air 

has announced the commencement of  
four new scheduled air services. These 
are Paraparaumu to Nelson and Blenheim 
to Paraparaumu, both twice daily return, 
plus Westport to Wellington and Westport 
to Taupo taking over from the Air NZ 
departure from these sectors.

The Paraparaumu sectors will be carried 
out in one of  their five Cessna Caravan 
aircraft  while the Westport and Taupo 
routes are being operated in one of  their 
three Pilatus PC12 aircraft. ZK-PLT is 
pictured the day after her delivery flight 
from Australia.

In addition a Blenheim to Napier service 
starts on the 17th September now that all 
aircraft are online and the Westport and 
Taupo routes have become established.

Sounds Air has been operating single 
engine turboprop aircraft in New Zealand 
since 1986. The addition of  the PC12s 
to their fleet is a further step up in 
sophistication.

Sounds Air flights fares are fixed and 
there are no credit card fees, no booking 
fees, and no travel insurance fees. 
www.soundsair.com for more info.

Pilot Books available as eBooks
The first of  the very popular Pilot 

Books aviation theory texts to be converted 
to an eBook is now available from the 
iBookstore. Volume 7 - CPL Principles of  
Flight and Performance - can be purchased 
to run on an iPad. Mark Woodhouse from 
publisher Waypoints Aviation says that the 
other volumes will all follow in due course. 
KiwiFlyer has sampled the new version. 
It’s easy to use, very elegantly presented, 
well-illustrated, and includes interactive 
question and answer sessions for each 
chapter, as well as links to Waypoints mock 
exams. Considering this is a textbook, it 
actually has a great deal of  visual appeal 
- the layout, fonts, and use of  imagery is 
really very good. Tools to view the different 
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layers in the book (chapters, sections, 
questions, etc.) are all very user-friendly. 
The text is searchable, and you can add 
highlights and notes to it for your own 
reference. It’s also of  course much more 
portable than a textbook and easy to refer 
to whenever the opportunity permits. If  
you’re an iPad using aviation student, this 
is probably a study option that’s perfect 
for you. And if  you haven’t got an iPad it’s 
potentially enough justification to buy one.

The Airline Flying Club turns 50
The Airline Flying Club turns 50 

this year! Join them in celebrating this 
milestone event at Ardmore Airfield, 
13-15 November. Friday night has the 
Bar Grand Opening. On Saturday there’s 
an Anniversary Dinner, and Sunday is an 
Open Day at the club rooms.

The Club would love to see all past, 
present and future members there. For 
dinner registration or more info, send an 
email to 50th@airlineflyingclub.org.nz

NASA at Warbirds Over Wanaka
Preparations for next Easter’s Warbirds 

Over Wanaka Airshow continue apace. 
Recent announcements include an increase 
in the number of  sport aircraft displays 
and a STOL competition to a much wider 
audience than usual (no pressure then).

A team from NASA is planning to be 
in Wanaka for the launch of  a second huge 
scientific research balloon just four days 
after the airshow. NASA is scheduled to 
exhibit in one of  the hangars at Wanaka 
Airport with the public being able to check 
out the gear required for the launch and 
to chat with NASA scientists. At this early 
planning stage, the launch is scheduled for 
no earlier than April 1st, 2016. 

Classic Fighters DVD Released
Continuing with the subject of  airshows, 

the Omaka Aviation Heritage Centre has 
just released a DVD of  Classic Fighters 
Omaka 2015. The Heritage Centre which 
all readers should already know has the 
most stunning WWI aviation displays 
imaginable, is presently fund raising for 
Stage Two of  the museum which will 
celebrate the history of  aviation in WWII. 
Proceeds of  DVD sales go towards this 
goal, reason enough to buy one for yourself  
and a friend. 
www.omaka.org.nz for more info.

Pacific Aerospace in China
100 million Chinese are about to learn 

about Pacific Aerospace and the P-750 
XSTOL. Six high-profile Chinese celebrities 
recently filmed two episodes of  ‘The 
Flying Man’ in New Zealand. This aviation-
focused reality TV show will air to 100 
million Chinese viewers across 34 provinces 
and municipalities in late September.  

The celebrities’ arrival is the direct 
result of  a recent agreement between 
New Zealand aviation company Pacific 
Aerospace and Chinese company Beijing 
General Aviation Company who formed 
a joint venture company in China: Beijing 
Pan-pacific Aerospace Technology 
Company Ltd.

As a result of  the agreement, which 
was made official in November 2014, the 
P-750 XSTOL aircraft is now being sold in 
China. The joint venture company is also 
launching pilot training, skydiving and other 
general aviation ventures in China.

“The aviation activities that the 
celebrities undertook during filming in 
New Zealand, highlight Pacific Aerospace’s 
P-750 XSTOL aircraft and its versatility. 
We also got the celebrities out skydiving 
from the aircraft and participating in 
pilot training,” said Pacific Aerospace 
Chief  Executive Damian Camp, adding 
“The general aviation industry is opening 
wide up in China and Pacific Aerospace, 
through our joint venture, is right there at 
the forefront. Civilian aircraft ownership 
is predicted to increase dramatically within 
the next five years, while demand for 
pilot training is massive. This places our 
joint venture activities in a very strategic 
position. And the Flying Man TV show is 
a great way to reach aviation enthusiasts, 
aviation company executives and others 
looking to purchase utility aircraft in 
the areas of  passenger, freight, survey, 
agriculture and skydiving operations.”                                            

The New Zealand episodes of  The 
Flying Man will air on Liao Ning TV on 20 
and 27 September, 21:20 Beijing time.
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Oceania Aviation introduce 
Financing and Leasing Services
AT THIS year’s AIA Aviation Conference, Oceania Aviation 
Managing Director Josh Camp announced that Oceania Aviation 
would be moving into the area of  Finance and Leasing – 
specifically where this supported aviation. This ‘growth focused’ 
announcement took several at the conference by surprise, given that 
the New Zealand aviation industry hadn’t been especially bouyant 
over the last 12 months.

With the announcement of  this new service, Oceania Aviation 
is aiming to simultaneously solidify its Aircraft Sales and MRO 
capabilities, plus develop a core tool to generate more growth in 
domestic and international aviation markets. 

As New Zealand distributors for Cessna Textron, MD 
Helicopters and Robinson Helicopters, Oceania Aviation will now 
be able to offer attractive Finance and Leasing rates on all new 
aircraft. Given the required outlay for new fleets, this aspect of  
fleet management has often been a significant challenge for flight 
schools and aviation businesses around New Zealand, Australia 
and the Pacific Rim – as indicated by the aging fleets that dominate 
aircraft registers today. With an internal mandate to stimulate 
growth in the General Aviation Sector across Australasia, Oceania 
Aviation’s Finance and Leasing Service aims to be the catalyst for 
assisting many businesses to grow and move forward in our very 
cost-competitive aviation industry.

The new Finance and Leasing services will not be restricted 

to new aircraft sales, and from the outset will also extend to used 
aircraft sales, avionic installations, auxiliary equipment installations 
through Oceania Aviation’s Airborne Systems division, Turbine 
Engine Overhaul, Piston Engine Overhaul, as well as their latest 
Turbo-diesel offering, the Silentium Series.

Thanks to their own extensive experience in the aviation 
industry, Oceania Aviation plans to clearly differentiate their 
Finance and Leasing services from that of  traditional institutions in 
what is a mature – and often difficult to access – lending market.

Originally founded by Josh Camp and Jonathan Bowen who 
met whilst working as helicopter pilots on tuna boats, Oceania 
Aviation has grown over the past 25 years from a Parts Importer 
and Supplier, to an Aircraft Sales and Brokerage firm, Operator 
(specialising in Agriculture), an MRO operation including Part 
145 maintenance, Turbine and Piston engine overhaul, Blade 
and Composite Repair, and more. This growth would never have 
been possible without the company developing a significant 
understanding of  corporate finance. Josh Camp, Oceania Aviation’s 
Managing Director relates the challenges he faced as an operator 
seeking finance, often struggling to translate the business of  
aviation into the minutia of  banking and lending protocols. 
That’s not to mention bridging the lack of  understanding by 
traditional lenders of  seasonal demands, mandatory checks, TBOs, 
manufacturer mandates, airworthiness directives and maintenance 
service bulletins. “With Oceania Aviation’s Leasing and Finance 
Services, we’ll understand your business because we’ve probably 
experienced something similar in the growth of  our own company,” 
says Josh, “and if  we don’t, we’ll be a lot closer to understanding 
it than other finance providers who’d be focused more on the 
collateral risk than developing your business objectives. Oceania 
Aviation is 100% invested in GA and we want to see it grow, 
and if  we can assist in that development, it can only be mutually 
beneficial.”

One such example of  Oceania Aviation recognising the difficulty 
of  their own experiences, with a solution to minimise the same 
difficulty for others, is their option of  bridging finance. Traditional 
lenders often will not pay finance out on an aircraft until it has been 
landed in New Zealand and awarded a New Zealand Certificate of  
Airworthiness. This can add a lot of  stress to an already demanding 
exercise. Oceania Aviation’s solution is to deliver bridging finance 
right from the point of  acquisition, reducing the buyers risk and 
ensuring overseas acquisitions are a much smoother exercise. 

Josh says his team understands that access to capital and cash 
flow is often the decisive factor between success and failure – and 
instead of  operating like a corporate institution, Oceania Aviation 
intend to offer a realistic, personal alternative to aviation finance 
and leasing. 

The company invites all operators and aviation businesses to 
consider the benefit of  placing future finance with an organisation 
whose motives are directly aligned with those of  the industry – 
such that together, New Zealand aviation may once again begin to 
flourish as it did in the halcyon days of  the 1970s.

To find out more about Oceania Aviation’s new Finance and 
Leasing Services, contact Josh Camp, Oceania Aviation Managing 
Director on 021 979 188 or josh.camp@oal.nz



www.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 418       9Ensure your business is promoted in the next issue of KiwiFlyer.  Email your requirements to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz    

KiwiFlyer

XFLIGHT’s Unlimited Adventure Ride

Adventure Aviation

Distributed in New Zealand and the Pacific Islands by 

We carry all the brands of Aviation Lubricants in New Zealand at competitive prices!
Phone 0800 428 383 or email: orders@plpl.co.nz

Or contact our Reseller: Critical Angle Ltd., Phone Ryan on 027 318 7934, www.criticalangle.co.nz

Fights Rust & Corrosion   |   Prevents Engine Deposits   |   Reduces Cam & Lifter Wear   |   Conditions Seals
ASL Camguard is an advanced oil supplement, FAA accepted for use in most piston aircraft engines. Camguard is formulated to safeguard the investment 
in your aircraft engine by addressing the complex and inter-related problems of corrosion, carbon deposits and mechanical wear. Camguard combats 
corrosion by leaving a continuous film of inhibitor on metal surfaces. Camguard halts deposit formation, leaving your engine clean and parts free to move.
So whether you fly a little or a lot, Camguard always pays dividends with decreased aircraft engine maintenance costs. 
Just adding 5% of ASL Camguard to your oil at every oil change provides piece of mind that comes with knowing your investment is protected.

www.aslCamGuard.com

A RATHER good perk of  publishing an aviation magazine is 
that from time to time someone says “come for a fly” in a very 
interesting aircraft. Such an occasion occurred a few weeks back 
when current and six times RNZAC Aerobatic Champion Wayne 
Ormrod, invited me to visit his XFLIGHT operation at Parakai. 
Initially established at Ardmore, 
then moving to West Auckland 
Airport Parakai at the start of  
2015, XFLIGHT (alongside sister 
company WestFLIGHT) operate a 
Robin 2160 and an Extra 300 on a 
combination of  flight training and 
thrill seeking duties. 

Easily recognisable as the aircraft 
of  the Red Bull Air Races, and 
famous for plenty of  spectacular 
demonstrations at New Zealand 
airshows, the German built Extra 
300 is virtually an unrivalled plane 
of  choice for serious aerobatic 
competitors worldwide.

Having watched them perform 
all sorts of  improbable manoeuvres 
at airshows, to say I was looking 
forward to a ride was quite an 
understatement, and I arrived 
at Parakai well-prepared (I’d 
deliberately avoided breakfast) and 
full of  anticipation. 

Outside the smart-looking 
XFLIGHT office, the Robin 
stood waiting. Oh. We hadn’t been 
specific, but I’d imagined we were 
going flying in the Extra. Not 
that the Robin isn’t aerobatic, but 
the Extra is ‘unlimited’, and also 
much cooler. Don’t want to appear 
ungrateful… should just bite my 
tongue. While I was thinking that, 
Wayne says, “We’ve got someone 
coming for a trial flight in the Robin 
shortly, that’s why it’s out.” Phew.

After chatting for a while, we headed to the hangar where the 
Extra had already been pre-flighted, and pushed it out onto the 
taxi-way. Up close, it’s a small and very purposeful aircraft. Wayne 
helped fit me into a parachute and then into the front seat. After 
much strapping and buckling I was ready for the safety briefing. 
“If  we have to eject, I’ll jettison the canopy, then you release your 
harness and get out. The parachute has a release cord attached to 
the aircraft which will activate it once you’re clear. If  not, pull this 
handle. It’s a one-shot job with a round canopy and a couple of  
toggles to turn yourself  into wind with, and you just ride it to the 
ground. Bend your knees when you land.” At least that’s what the 
instructions must say, as Wayne also said he’d never tried one. 

Wayne also pointed out the view ahead, which is somewhere 
between nothing and negligible with the tail wheel on the ground. 
This makes operating off  Parakai’s relatively narrow runway about 

the most difficult part of  the flight, and necessitates a promise from 
the front seat passenger to keep their head centred and still during 
take-off  and landing.

Next up was the helmet, then time to absorb the surroundings 
while Wayne got himself  ready. To say you’ve strapped yourself  into 

the aircraft is almost a misnomer. 
The reclined seating position and 
sense of  closeness and purpose of  
everything around you, equally well 
suggests that you’ve just strapped 
the aircraft onto yourself. It’s quite 
exciting sitting there all ready to go 
on the tarmac – exciting enough for 
butterflies to start fluttering in my 
stomach. Hmmm this might be a 
bad sign… never felt unwell before 
in a plane… those other aerobatic 
rides have all been fairly mild 
though…  is this why there are two 
sick bags strapped to each side of  
the cockpit (and a placard listing the 
fines for various degrees of  plane 
soilage central to the instrument 
panel before me)…   And then 
Wayne was aboard, the engine 
started, canopy closed, excitement 
up another notch or ten, and 
butterflies banished.

We taxied to the runway, 
completed the engine checks, radio 
calls, lined up, and were off. And 
off  we were. The acceleration is of  
jet proportions, and seemed even 
more so with the combined effects 
of  being a tail dragger balanced 
on the mains, and the sensation 
of  feeling like one is a part of  the 
plane rather than just sitting in it. 
Climb-out at a leisurely 3000 feet 
per minute is both fast and steep, 
because you can, and in no time at 

all we’re at altitude and ready to put the aircraft through its paces.

Choose your ride
XFLIGHT offer a variety of  aerobatic flights, from basic, 

through sports, advanced, challenger, and unlimited. The first three 
are conducted in the Robin 2160, the latter two in the Extra 300. 
Your intrepid KiwiFlyer Editor was along for the unlimited version. 
Woo hoo, here we go.

As a warm-up, and no doubt to check whether the passenger is 
really up for the ride they’ve purchased, Wayne starts with a couple 
of  wing-overs, a Lazy 8, and an aileron roll. It’s all very graceful and 
effortless. “How’re you feeling,” asks Wayne. Great I say, already 
thinking I need to come back and learn how to do all this myself. 

Next on the list is a barrel roll, about 2G worth, the idea being to 
be 90 degrees off  heading at the top inverted position. After that is 
a loop, roughly 3G at the exit, and a chance to notice how expansive 

the view is through the huge clear canopy.
Next is the Immelmann, half  a loop followed by half  a roll out 

at the top of  the loop – a pretty cool way to change direction. Then 
there’s the opposite to try; a Split S, being half  a roll and then half  
a loop.

Wayne declares it’s time to chill out, inverted, so we fly upside 
down for a bit, hanging in our harnesses, enjoying the view. I’ve 
always wanted to do that.

Time for a Half  Cuban – a 5/8 loop, inverted 45 degree dive, 
half  roll and positive G pull-out. “Are you still having fun, happy to 
go on?” says Wayne. Hell yes, say I.

Next up is an Avalanche – a loop with a snap roll at the top. 
That’s followed by a zero G bunt, following a parabolic arc for a 

moment or two of  weightlessness. Then a Hammerhead, straight 
up, hanging on the prop, kicked around, down and back to level 
again.

Now we’re in to Negative G. I have to admit I’d never thought 
about what negative G might feel like so this will be new. 

Wayne starts with an outside turn. Roll left to 90 degrees, then 
turn right by pushing forward and flying around the outside of  the 
corner. “That was -2G,” says Wayne. And yes it’s a strange and not 
entirely comfortable feeling when your insides start to push against 
your eyeballs.

Having survived -2G, it’s time to try -3 in a Shark’s Tooth – up 
to vertical, rolling onto our back, down in an inverted 45 degree 
descent, then pushing forward to level while still inverted, and 

Four cameras record the flight for you to re--live later. This is how you 
look entering an outside loop from inverted at Negative 4G.

Sponsors are assured of airshow exposure and other benefits. Wayne is 
on the lookout for a new major sponsor. 021 436723 if you’re interested.

A familiar profile to watchers of the Red Bull Air Races, the Extra 300 is a dominant choice for aerobatic competitions worldwide.
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Flying Stories
rolling out. Phew. 

“Still enjoying it?,” says Wayne. I think so, say I. Wayne says in 
that case we can do an outside loop, about -4G and the most he 
would subject a passenger to. From level and inverted, we push 
forward and fly around the outside of  a loop, all the way around to 
inverted at the bottom again. “How was that,” says Wayne. I’ll just 
pop my eyeballs back in and then let you know… and some part of  
the back of  my nose doesn’t feel right either. That was pretty good 
though, actually very good. As Wayne points out later, sometimes 
aerobatics competitions are won simply by being the pilot that’s 
willing to hurt oneself  the most.

There’s more to our flight yet, the finale including a couple of  
the things that always have an extra wow factor in airshow routines. 
Wayne performs a tail slide – straight up, close the throttle, back 
stick to cause the nose to swing straight down to vertical, and 
straight down again. Yee haaaaa.

Then, having requested it at the beginning, it’s time for a tumble. 
Straight up, and then with a combination of  control inputs, cause 
the plane to stop any semblance of  flying, and forward tumble 
end over end a couple of  times, recovering in an inverted spin. 
Wow. That was so particularly good that I asked Wayne to do it 
again. He did mention that tumbles tend to be the ones that end 
badly at airshows and a lot of  due care is necessary throughout the 
manoeuvre.

After a snap roll (possibly called thus because if  you’re not ready 
for it, your head might snap off), we’ve only enough fuel left for 
couple of  go rounds if  required so it’s time to return to ground. 
Parakai’s runway isn’t exceptionally wide and Wayne needs to keep 
the tail up for visibility as long as possible so we cross the fence at 
a somewhat scorching (for a small plane) 110kts, then touch down 

for a landing that was probably the most difficult part of  the whole 
flight. In fact Wayne admits to enjoying the landing the most; “I’ve 
got to work my arse off  and it kind of  wakes you up, there’s no 
room for error whatsoever.”

The Conclusion
All in all, I’d have to say that was a pretty fine way to spend half  

an hour in the air. Regular readers will know I’m a helicopter and 
autogyro pilot, my original attraction to gyros in particular being 
their manoeuvrability in the air and the whole sensation (in my 
open-frame version) of  being a part of  the aircraft rather than a 
passenger in it – akin to riding a sports bike on the road. My ride in 
the Extra 300 felt just the same (and I wasn’t even on the controls) 
and I’m not sure I previously thought that was possible in a fixed 
wing aircraft. 

I can see how addictive competing could become too. It’s an 
additional reason to practice finesse, and to keep learning. A wise 
instructor once told me to make every landing the best you’ve ever 
done, and aerobatic flying offers so many more things to strive for 
perfection with. Plus there’s the opportunity to combine creativity 
with your flying skills in freestyle competitions. This kind of  flying 
provides an additional reason to keep oneself  fit too – as Wayne 
points out, one of  the reasons competition routines are fairly short 
is that you’re pushing yourself  through at least a 10G envelope (say 
+6 to -4) repeatedly and sometimes within just a few seconds. It’s 
hard work.

If  you’ve enjoyed a loop or roll with a friend, or learned to do 
those yourself, and you’ve watched airshows or competitions and 
wondered what that feels like, I’d say you should visit XFLIGHT 
and go try it. Wayne has a variety of  flight profiles to choose 
from and won’t take you past your own level of  comfort. You’ll 
remember the experience for a very long time, and depending on 
what manoeuvres you get up to, you’ll likely still be feeling the 
experience for the next couple of  days too.

So how does this compare to other exotic joyrides, say in a jet or 
warbird for example? A warbird is of  course a sensory delight; the 
size, the smell, the sound, the massive radial, the utterly absorbing 
sense of  history, and more. A jet experience is also very sensory; 
you strap in, the cabin pressurises, there’s the whine and then roar 
of  the engine start, the noise and intensity of  the run up, the huge 
sense of  power and the take-off  push, and of  course, going very 
fast. An aerobatic flight in something like the Extra extends from 
dancing in the sky, to a bloody good hoon around, and everything 
in-between. It’s also substantially less expensive, and therefore 
doable much more often. Possibly I’m hooked.

KiwiFlyer
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Kiwi Flying Stories

contributed by Chris Gee

Michael Jorgenson
“I knew I would become a pilot, before I had even been up 

in an aircraft. I just decided that was what I wanted to be and 
everything in life was directed to that end goal.” Michael joined 
the RAAF in 1991 and under-went a Flight Grading programme 
in the Grob 115 and Cap 10 aircraft for around 10 hours. The 
Cap 10 was his first aerobatic type, and his first tailwheel. “I 
simply loved it,” Michael explains. “Seeing the world upside 
down for the first time was exactly as I envisioned it to be, and I 
was relieved that it felt so natural and exciting”.

Later he went solo in the Pilatus PC-9/A, a streamlined 
turboprop offering 950hp. Unfortunately, late into the highly 
competitive RAAF ‘Wings’ Training regime, a young Michael 
Jorgenson was ‘scrubbed’. Refusing to accept the setback he 
was successful in joining the RNZAF a few years later, where 
he flew the Aermacchi MB-339, while awaiting the RNZAF’s 
upcoming F-16s. Politics and history ensured they never arrived. 
Michael then moved to the UK, and joined the RAF to fly the 
Vickers VC-10 Air Refuelling aircraft, which he did for many years, 
including operations over Iraq, Afghanistan and the Falklands 
Islands. On the side in the UK he flew the Extra 300, and also 
taught aerobatics and formation flying.

There are many stories he could tell from these years in the 
military, but there is one that jumps out, and it’s rated right up there 
on the “Whoa!” scale…

“This story involves a sortie where I didn’t even takeoff, whist at 
No. 14 SQN at Ohakea. I was No. 2 in a four ship of  Aermacchis, 
about to take off  for a local weapons sortie. At the holding point 
of  the runway, our jets were armed by the RNZAF Armourers, 
and beforehand we confirmed that all our armament switches were 
in the Safe setting. After the CO’s jet was armed, the Armourers 
moved onto my jet, and my hands were raised above my helmet to 
prove that I wasn’t touching any switches. The process only took 
about a minute or so, whilst they checked the rockets, bombs, and 
cocked the Browning machine guns mounted under the wings.” 

“Suddenly I felt and heard the explosions, and smoke was 
blowing over my canopy, and I assumed that I was on fire. But a 
glance to my left hand side revealed that my Machine Gun was 
firing on fully automatic, all by itself! I remember thinking that 
I had better stop pulling the trigger, but then confirmed that my 
hands were still above my head. I then went to make the Armament 
switch to SAFE, and it was! In four seconds it was all over, and 
100 rounds of  .50 calibre had disappeared, 100 empty shell casings 
were on the ground on my left hand side, as was one Armament 
Engineer, whose eyes were as wide as basketballs. It turned out 
that the safety mechanism in the gun was installed incorrectly. 
Meanwhile the Boss advised me on the radio to shut down the jet, 
and he’d see me back in the squadron room…”

Although he has enjoyed many career highlights so far, there 
are aspects that he remembers fondly. “I miss the air to air combat, 

and the air to ground strike flying through the mountains of  New 
Zealand. Aerial refuelling missions over Iraq were difficult and 
satisfying, yet the flying itself  was less demanding. Demonstrating 
new aerobatic manoeuvres and watching your friends learn them is 
also a terrific pastime.”

Michael is currently looking to move to airline work, and is 
applying to various airlines around the world. While waiting for a 
permanent job, he is flying as a mentor pilot for others who need 
formation flying practice. “They do have formation endorsements; 
however, they need more experience and currency to remain safe. 
So I often get the back seat in some nice aerobatic and warbird 
types, calmly talking the pilots into how to safely fly formation. 
Sometimes I get to take over to demonstrate the correct techniques, 
or to avoid a collision, but mostly it just involves talking them 
through the ‘mission’.” 

Michael is also a renowned air-to-air photographer, and has 
flown with the likes of  The Red Arrows and Patrouille Suisse 
aerobatic teams, where his military and formation experience prove 
invaluable. If  you need to consult someone about how to put 
together an air-to-air photo shoot safely, Michael Jorgenson really is 
the man for the job.

Michael has some excellent advice for other pilots: “Prepare as 
well as you can for any avenue to flying that you wish to enter. Find 
out what minimum requirements are expected of  you, and try to 
pre-study relevant material. You don’t learn much in the air, your 
mind is generally maxed out, so you have to know your theory very 
well beforehand.”

Mike Slack
At the age of  15 a friend told Mike Slack that he’d been on a trial 

flight at the local airport. The next weekend Mike turned up with 
his $10 in hand and was introduced to the C152 Aerobat. The ‘trial 

There are thousands of pilots in New Zealand, who have followed a wide 
variety of different paths to get airborne. In this issue, Chris Gee begins an 
occasional series to share some of the tales and perhaps more so the passion 
for aviation, that has led some of our pilots to where they are today. As well 
as humourous anecdotes that will bring a smile to existing aviators, there is 

also a good deal of career advice and motivation within their words, sure to 
be very useful to aspiring aviators. 
If you’ve got an interesting aviation background and would be willing to 
share your story with KiwiFlyer readers, then do get in contact and we’ll 
help make that happen.

Michael Jorgenson



MIDWAY between Whanganui and New 
Plymouth, Hawera is an ideal base when 
visiting the South Taranaki region. It is also 
a handy place to know about if  you need a 
place to stop when flying the Cook Strait 
direct. The aero club is active, friendly and 
with a spacious layout is a perfect place to 
stop for a break and chat to the local pilots. 
Landing fees are very reasonable and a tie 
down area is available near the clubhouse.

The local frequency is 124.65 and there 
is also automatic weather available on AWIB 
123.45, activated by four transmissions in 
quick succession. The grass surface of  the 
three vectors may be soft after heavy rain, so 
watch out if  you are visiting during the wet 
especially in the winter months. It is an active 
club over the weekend with two club planes, 
so do expect the possibility of  trainee pilots 
on arrival.  

Easy to find from the air, Mt Egmont 
(or Taranaki) stands out for some distance, 
and as you approach, look for the famous 
water tower in central Hawera. The name 
means ‘the burnt place’ and the town suffered 
extensive blazes in 1884, 1888 and 1912.  In 
1914 a large water tower was built in the 
centre of  town to increase water pressure 
and is now one of  Taranaki’s best known 
landmarks. The tower is just behind the  
i-site and you can climb the 215 steps for a 
grand view of  the region and coast.

A population of  9,000 people enjoy the 
area, relying on oil, gas, sheep, beef  and diary 
farming for the economy. Fonterra, just 2 km 
south of  the township produces the largest 
volume of  dairy ingredients in the world 
from a single factory.

There are many places to stay but my 
pick is Kerry Lane Motel; not only is it right 
beside the aero club but it also has a good 
variety of  accommodation, in a lovely rural 
setting: www.kerrylanemotel.co.nz or ph. 
0800 537 795

Taxies into town are just a few dollars 
with Energy Cabs ph. 0800 14 15 25. The 
nearest rental car place is Stratford, ph. 06 
765 8994. They rent cars from around $50 
a day which is either a 25 minutes drive 
from Hawera or drop your other half  off  at 
Stratford airfield when passing, and they will come to you.

Once land mobile, enjoy a two hour drive along Surf  Highway 
45 as it curves around Mount Egmont to New Plymouth and return 
the inland route along State Highway 3 to Hawera. Along the way 
visit these towns: Manaia; here you can visit Yarrows Bakery for 
freshly baked bread then catch some surf  (or watch some surfers!) 
At Mahoe visit the Possum Factory for custom made naturally 

Places to Go: Hawera
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tanned possum fur and leather products.  
Opunake is a big beach, and one of  the 
safest swimming beaches in New Zealand 
offering a great holiday spot for families: 
www.opunakebeachnz.co.nz. A town of  big 
murals, faded shop fronts and cozy cafes - 
this is a great little place to discover. 

Okato and Oakura towns both have 
lively art scenes, good restaurants and surf  
beaches. Halfway between these two towns, 
visit the Cape Egmont lighthouse and 
museum with history from opening back in 
1881. See displays from the days when Lord 
Rutherford was a boy and lived close by at 
his father’s flax mill.

Through New Plymouth and around to 
Inglewood to visit the Fun Ho Toy Museum 
and Stony Oakes Wildlife park, then onto 
Stratford, the start of  the Forgotten World 
Highway. (150 km to Taumarunui, this 
highway offers glimpses into New Zealand’s 
pioneering past, excellent views of  the 
mountainous interior of  the North Island, 
and a driving challenge to be savoured. By 
the time you reach Whangamomona, located 
64km from Stratford and boasting a famous 
historic hotel, you’ll have driven over the 

most tortuous of  the hills and seen the New 
Zealand that late novelist Barry Crump used 
to describe).

Eltham is a pioneering town where you 
can sample award winning scones and visit 
the factory cheese shop, complete with 
sampling board. The town also has a unique 
collection of  fabulous shops, lovely heritage 
buildings and great coffee.

Back to Hawera and there are plenty of  
experiences to satisfy both the energetic and 
laid back visitor alike. The fertile farmland 
has a rich cultural history, wonderful gardens 
and a vibrant cultural scene with museums 
and galleries to visit.

The Tawhiti Museum is widely acclaimed 
as the best private museum in the country. 
The creation of  artist Nigel Ogle; it uses life 
size exhibits and scale models to present the 
region’s heritage in realistic and engaging 
displays. They have a working railway for 
which the rails were flown out from deep 
inland bush of  Taranaki and wheel-sets 
sourced from the West Coast.

The ‘Traders and Whalers’ display is 
where you can drift by boat through the 

eerie world of  the Taranaki coast of  the 1820s to the 1840s;  where 
water drips from mossy banks as sailors barter with local Maori for 
pork, potatoes and flax in return for European goods, especially the 
sought after Flintlock musket. Check out www.tawhitimuseum.co.nz 
for opening times.

There is so much to experience in this region, start planning your 
next break away in South Taranaki now, I know I am.

Hawera Airfield

The Forgotten Highway   (Rob Tucker photo)

Coastline north of Hawera   (Rob Tucker photo)
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Contact David: 027 222 0872
avionicscanterbury@clear.net.nz

www.avionicscanterbury.co.nz

Fully mobile avionics service catering for customers throughout Canterbury and the South Island. 
Biennial Avionics Inspections. Installation certification and service of installed avionics equipment. 

Full aircraft wiring installations for all light GA, homebuilt, experimental and microlight aircraft. 
Fault diagnosis and rectification. ELT Battery changes for both Artex and Kannad brand ELTs.

Radio Ga Ga ?
We can make your Radio Go Go !

flight’ consisted of  a couple of  loops and rolls followed by a blast 
through the local low flying area. “Tearing along at treetop height, 
weaving along the Manawatu River, with much of  it under my 
control, was all it took to be hooked for life!”

Mike immediately began flying lessons at the Middle Districts 
Aero Club, flying the ubiquitous Tomahawk under CFI Warwick 
Bleakley. “I had to finance my flying through holiday jobs, mowing 
lawns, milk and paper rounds, and even washing aircraft... any 
money saved went straight into my 
flying account, birthday and Christmas 
present requests were always for flying 
money.”

Mike’s first solo flight was a few 
days after his 16th birthday, and he 
gained his PPL just after his 17th 
birthday. Although certain of  wanting 
a job in the aviation industry, Mike 
says he never wanted to fly for the 
airlines; “Too much like bus driving 
for me!”  Instead he found himself  
drawn by the inevitable gravity of  
a good job in the IT business, 
an O.E., and a wife, kids and a 
mortgage. Mike kept his PPL current most of  the time, but to make 
a living in the aviation industry, Mike decided to begin training as an 
Air Traffic Controller. “Imagine that,” he says, “a job where you get 
to sit and watch aeroplanes all day, and put your 10c worth in too!”

After initial training in Christchurch, he was posted to Napier 
Tower to complete his training and worked there for a couple 
of  years. He also joined the Hawkes Bay East Coast Aeroclub 
and renewed his PPL again. He moved to Hamilton Tower 
(the old one), just as they started planning building the current 
tower in Napier. A few years later, and as Senior Controller in 
Hamilton, Airways finally built a new tower and appointed him 
Chief  Controller - Airshows. “This put both the Walsh Memorial 
Flying School and Warbirds Over Wanaka Airshow under my 
responsibility, and rekindled my love of  aviation displays and 
aerobatics, having travelled south to the Wanaka show many times 
before,” Mike explains.

Around this time Mike saw an advert in a magazine for a share 
in the iconic Pitts Special ZK-MAD - “The Ferrari of  the skies!,” 
Mike exclaims. “Aerobatics! Now that is as much fun that can 
be had fully clothed, so I purchased the share. I’d only flown a 
few tail wheel aircraft and didn’t have an aerobatic rating - mere 

technicalities as it turned out!  A few months later I’d satisfied both 
the syndicate instructors (and the insurers!) and was let loose alone 
in the aircraft.”

Nowadays Mike works in Auckland Tower and owns a share 
in the Giles G202 - ZKNUT. “90% of  my flying these days is 
aerobatics, or flying to and from the aerobatic area. I’m a bit of  an 
aerobatics zealot and encourage everyone to give it try - in a suitable 
aircraft and with suitable instruction of  course! Anyone can learn to 

fly... hell, I did!” 
Mike Slack is very passionate 

about his aviation, and for many years 
has been involved with the annual 
Walsh Memorial Flying School run 
by Scouting NZ in Matamata each 
year. “I love seeing kids growing and 
succeeding over the fortnight each 
January,” he explains. He also enjoys 
the ‘cut and thrust’ of  competition 
aerobatics, and is a staunch supporter 
of  the New Zealand Airline Pilots 
Association, the professional body for 

Pilots and Air Traffic Controllers. 
Along with the aerobatics, Mike 

really enjoys flying photographic sorties...  One of  his favourite 
sorties was photographing Noel Kruse’s Ryan for KiwiFlyer 
Magazine. “Whilst demanding work, the results are certainly 
rewarding!”

Mike’s most memorable flight was being taken for a ride by 
Doug Brooker in his Spitfire... “A lifetime dream was fulfilled that 
day... the sounds, smells, and vivid images of  young men fighting 
and dying in these machines in a bygone age made that sunny 
December flight one that I will NEVER forget.”

So what pearls of  wisdom does Mike Slack have for upcoming 
pilots?

“All the old cliches come to mind... “where there’s a will, there’s 
a way”, “just takes hard work and determination”, etc. etc... but if  
you do want to fly, don’t rush out and get a big bank/student loan... 
work your way through. Do your flying through an aero club and 
make the most of  the experience around you. Listen to those “old 
crusties” sitting in the back of  the bar... do the competitions... do 
the club trips... learn about the REAL aviation environment, not 
the fictitious one published in a glossy brochure. Remember, there 
is a big difference in experience between 100 hours and 1 hour a 
hundred times!”

Mike Slack

Kiwi Flying Stories
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AIRCRAFT owners and pilots don’t want just anyone working on 
their airplane, right? They want the most capable and meticulous 
hands working on their aircraft, as if  life depends on it. So, how do 
aircraft owners find those gifted and qualified hands?

They can find these qualities at facilities displaying the Aircraft 
Electronics Association (AEA) logo. But don’t take it as a matter of  
faith; everyone should know what is behind this logo. 

The AEA is a professional organisation upholding the highest 
international standards. It is an association of  professionals who 
care about what they do and care about their customers.

What makes an AEA 
Member Repair Shop special?

Products and Services

What qualifies a shop for AEA membership?
The fundamental requirement for an AEA member facility 

is certification from its civil aviation authority, such as the Civil 
Aviation Authority of  New Zealand. A certified repair station 
brings with it a degree of  oversight that can’t be matched in the 
private sector. The certification standards, which now are higher 
than ever, guarantee specific capabilities and functions must be 
fully and continuously implemented for a facility to be, and remain, 
approved.

By using this as a benchmark requirement, the AEA is able to 
validate certain qualifications universally proven to make a capable 
organisation.

Oversight
On a regular basis, aviation safety inspectors visit the approved 

facilities and conduct comprehensive evaluations of  their 
compliance with the regulations. Because all AEA member shops 
are certified repair facilities, one can be certain they have the routine 
oversight of  their regulatory agency. 

Training
AEA members have the opportunity to take advantage 

of  hundreds of  hours of  technical training and professional 
development each year. To the aircraft owner, this means the job 
will be done correctly and in accordance with the best practices, the 
manufacturer’s instructions and the regulations.

The training includes everything from entry-level installation 
basics for new technicians to specialised training on integrated 
avionics suites provided by avionics manufacturers.

AEA members who participate in these training sessions qualify 
for the Avionics Training Excellence Award, which further signifies 
an avionics shop’s commitment to providing the best service to its 
customers. 

Consistency
Installing or maintaining avionics in airplanes is a complicated 

and specialised business. Certified avionics shops, as representatives 
of  avionics manufacturers, have access to all the necessary technical 
data needed to work on the airplane. This is not necessarily true of  
an A&P, or even an IA, who is not working for a repair station.

It is an easy thing to buy a transponder from the Internet or a 
classified ad, but another thing entirely to get access to the current 
installation manual, or maintenance manual, necessary to legally test 
and install the unit in an airplane. Many times, an installation is not 
just a simple wire-up and bolt-in job; it requires interface to several 
other avionics or airframe systems. The installer must have access 
to the technical data, approved by all manufacturers and regulatory 
agencies, to make a safe installation.

When an avionics shop is approved for AEA membership, it 
has access to an organisation that helps maintain a healthy industry. 
And a healthy avionics industry pays dividends to aircraft owners 
in terms of  qualified technicians, stable business practices and safe 
operations.

For more information, visit www.aea.net
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Nick Ashley continues his new series focused on flying the scenic route - 
‘for the fun of it’ as much as for just ‘getting there’, this time with a whale 
watching trip to Kaikoura. 

THERE aren’t many places that can challenge Kaikoura for 
the title of  best seaside town in the South Island, thanks to its 
combination of  stunning scenery, abundant marine life, great cafes 
and seafood cuisine. The most exciting attraction the town has to 
offer is thanks to a deep undersea channel off  the coast which lures 
massive whales in close to shore, a relatively common sight just a 
few kilometres out to sea. 

The trip north up the coast from Christchurch is about as simple 
as any flight can get, and is easily achievable by a private pilot. 
However, the airspace around Kaikoura can be extremely busy, 
as traffic transiting north and south is funnelled just off  the coast 
due to the hills and mountains of  the Seaward Kaikoura Range. 
Combine this with the frequency of  whale-watching aircraft, and it 
can be quite an ordeal to keep track of  aircraft in the vicinity and 
ensure separation.

Two of  my friends, Diego and Michel, were visiting New 
Zealand from Uruguay and Switzerland respectively, and were keen 
to see as much of  the country as possible. One of  the best ways to 
do so is from the air, in this case from a Cessna 172P which I had 
hired from the Air New Zealand Flying Club for the day. Diego 

En-route: Christchurch - Kaikoura
A whale-watching seaside scenic

En-route
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and Michel joined me for this flight to Kaikoura along with a third 
friend, Letitia, and we were all armed with cameras hoping for a 
decent shot at a whale. 

It was a perfect winter’s day for flying, with the high-pressure 
air calm and cold, and not a cloud to be seen in the crisp morning 
sky. Outbound from Christchurch on a northerly Spencer Park 
departure took us past the Waimakariri River mouth, dotted with 
dozens of  whitebaiters. We tracked just offshore to avoid the 
Rangiora Common Frequency Zone, and Diego helped me keep a 
sharp lookout for aircraft passing through this natural choke point. 
The skies were empty and airwaves silent, local aviators perhaps 
not sharing the anglers’ appetite for an early start. For this journey 
I planned an inland route north at low level, which led us over 
braided rivers and North Canterbury towns towards the impressive 
Seaward Kaikoura Range.

Initially maintaining a low cruise altitude, it wasn’t until we 
were right on top of  the Hanmer basin that we saw the significant 
coverage of  low cloud and fog that hadn’t yet succumbed to the 
weak morning sunlight. I decided to keep clear of  the cloud below 
and change course towards Kaikoura. We passed Mount Lyford 
Skifield among snow-capped peaks, before the ocean became visible 
in the distance once more, and then the Kaikoura Peninsula came 
into view as we descended down toward Kaikoura Aerodrome to 
land and talk to the local operators before venturing out off  the 

contributed by Nick Ashley
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Captions: 1. The Ashley River snakes back 
towards the distant Southern Alps.   2. More 
braids; The Waiau River.   3. A short airstrip 

perches on a hill beside the Hanmer River 
(bottom-right).   4. Kaikoura Aerodrome’s 

Runway 05.   9. Thar She Blows; A Sperm 
Whale surfaces briefly from the depths.

coast. The airfield is tucked in between 
State Highway One and the coast, and 
rising ground of  the 1555 foot Rileys Hill at 
the late finals position for runway 05 makes 
for a slightly tricky circuit. The terrain 
doesn’t pose enough threat in itself  to earn 
a mention in the AIP, but flying directly 
at a hill on downwind can fool pilots into 
making an early base turn, leading to a high 
and fast final approach. 

Once on the ground the four of  us 
jumped out to stretch our legs and set 
off  to the aerodrome terminal in search 
of  some local knowledge. Before flying 
in search of  whales, it’s highly advisable 
to make contact with one of  the local 
operators, as listed in the AIP Vol 4. I had 
a chat to a pilot at Wings Over Whales 
who was departing on a scenic flight and 
suggested we follow him past the whales’ 
favourite feeding spots. Thankful of  my 
excellent timing, I pre-flighted and we were 
soon airborne again. Radio calls over the 
local frequency indicated a pod of  dolphins 
to the west of  Kaikoura Peninsula, and sure 
enough, just a few minutes after take-off  
we were looking down on eight dolphins 
as they playfully jumped through the 
shallow water. After a couple of  photos the 
unanimous vote was to head out in pursuit 
of  the other sightseeing aircraft to try and 
spot some whales. 

We all checked our lifejackets as I turned 
the aircraft out to sea and we began to 
comb the water below for the tell-tale spray 
from a whale’s blowhole. A helicopter 
joined in and we all made our brief  position 
reports at the requisite intervals to ensure 
separation. Unfortunately the only white 
water we could see was from the wakes of  
two boats out on the water also in search 
of  whales, a comforting presence should 
our single engine begin to falter past gliding 
distance from shore. As the other aircraft 
turned back to shore disappointed, I 
decided it was time for us to do the same. 
Consoled by our sighting of  the dolphins 
earlier, I put the Cessna into a climb as we 
turned back towards land, planning on fuel 
and a lunch break before a second attempt 
on the way home. 

It was a short flight directly back to 
Kaikoura aerodrome, and we were still 
rolling along the runway at about 30 knots 
when I realised something was very wrong. 
As I touched the brakes there was strange 
sound and vibration and despite full left 
nosewheel deflection on the rudder pedals, 
the Cessna’s nose started to veer to the 
right before we came to a rather abrupt 
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En-route: 
Christchurch - Kaikoura

Total flight time Day 1: 2hrs 6min
Total flight time Day 2: 1hr 18min

Total trip time (Day 1 wth drive): 11hrs
Total trip time (Day 2 wth drive): 7hrs

Approximate distance travelled: 380km

Suggested charts:  B2, C13, C7

Significant radio frequencies: 
Kaikoura MBZ 124.9
Uncontrolled 119.1
Christchurch Tower 118.4
FISCOM 124.4

Traffic/airspace: 
Caution heavy traffic due sightseeing fixed 
and rotary wing traffic within Kaikoura 
MBZ and transiting aircraft nearby. Many 
aircraft will follow the coast north and 
south of  Kaikoura.

Terrain: 
Mountain flying training advisable for 
transit between Hanmer and Kaikoura at 
low level.

Weather: 
Sea breezes can develop quickly, making 
for challenging landings at Kaikoura. Fog 
and low cloud can persist in Culverden 
and Hanmer basins.

Primary aerodrome: 
Kaikoura (NZKI), caution proximity to 
terrain, parachuting ops, intensive sight- 
seeing ops.

Alternate aerodromes: 
Limited: Hanmer (NZHR), Rangiora 
(NZRT), ref  AIP Vol 4, & Culverden 
(unpublished).

halt. We could limp clear of  the runway, 
but it was clear that the aircraft wouldn’t 
be flying back to Christchurch that day, 
as the right main tyre had twisted half  
off  the wheel rim. The four of  us cleared 
everything out of  the aircraft, tied it down 
against the stiff  sea breeze. Back at the 
terminal for lunch I got on the phone 
to Christchurch. The flying club’s Chief  
Engineer said he could gather the necessary 
parts and make a rescue trip in the next day 
or two, and was able to get my brother Zac 
to set out on the two-and-a-half  hour drive 
in my car to collect us. It was a very anti-
climactic finish to the day’s adventures!

Three days later it was a gloomy but 
otherwise fine day for flying and I met 
up with Alan, a flying club engineer. As 
we drove north, we discussed a possible 
cause of  the unfortunate flat tyre. Debris 
on the runway was an obvious culprit, 
but I hadn’t spotted anything at the time, 
and a component failure seemed unlikely. 
Arriving back at the aerodrome, the little 
aircraft was right where I left it. Even with 
all the equipment to hand, it was a tedious 
procedure for the two of  us to remove the 
wheel spat and get to the tyre itself. Alan 
quickly identified the problem, “Looks like 
somebody made a bad crosswind landing 
which created a wear patch – it was only a 
matter of  time and you just got unlucky”.

With the tyre swapped out I jumped in 
the Cessna and said goodbye to Alan, then 
filled up with fuel for the flight back to 
Christchurch. Take-off  was uneventful and 
I turned to follow the coast south, tracking 
out to sea a little first. My course deviation 
was to be an excellent decision, as I caught 
a glimpse of  a tiny disturbance in the water 
a few miles distant and over a thousand 
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feet below. A small puff  of  spray billowed 
into the air, and I realised that I’d finally 
spotted that elusive whale. I descended and 
managed to snap off  a couple of  quick 
photos, and as I circled the target two 
aircraft nearby responded to my position 
report and came racing over for a glimpse 
before the whale dived beneath the surface. 
It was only disappointing that Diego, 
Michel, and Letitia weren’t with me to view 
the spectacular sight. The whale could be 
down feeding for an hour or more, so I 
climbed back up to a comfortable cruise 
altitude and followed the coast towards 
home. 

As I pushed the Cessna back into its 
hangar, I saw the poor donor aircraft sitting 
chocked up on a block of  wood, having 
given up its right wheel so that I could fly 
home. A new tyre was already on its way so 
it would be just a matter of  days before the 
fleet was back to full strength. 

With the trip complete, I thought back 
to that early morning departure three 
days ago as we sped down the runway 
completely unaware of  the events that 
would unfold. While the past few days 
hadn’t gone quite as expected, we did all 
spot the dolphins and return home safely 
after the aircraft’s mishap, and of  course 
I managed to also see a whale – oddly 
enough when I wasn’t especially looking. 
If  you’re tracking the coast overhead 
Kaikoura, keep a good look-out and you 
might see one too!

Captions: 5. A pod of dolphins roam around 
in shallow water.   6. “Look sharp, there are 
whales here-abouts!”   7. The imposing wall of the 
Seaward Kaikoura Range in the distance behind 
Kaikoura Peninsula.   8. Perfect flying weather 
near Kaikoura.
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Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Tanker to Aircraft
Refuelling at Ardmore

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188

Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport

20m x 5.5m Power Doors

Large Apron  

Sealed Taxiway

Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249
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 Contact us for a 
free no obligation 

quotation on any 
aviation insurance 

requirement you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY

PROPERTY

PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Aero Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
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l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

Avsure provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. When considering 
your aircraft insurance, you definitely 
need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES.  
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Avsure - where aviation insurance 
    isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

GST and Aviation Insurance
GST and Aviation 
Insurance Premiums

Up until a year or two ago, all Aviation 
Hull and Liability policies were arranged 
with off-shore insurance providers and 
GST was not payable as aviation insurance 
was deemed “an imported service” and not 
subject to GST.

More recently two prominent Aviation 
Insurers “Allianz” and “AIG” are arranging 
their placements locally in the New Zealand 
market and accordingly insurance policies 
arranged with these two companies are 
subject to NZ GST.

What makes this a little more confusing 
is that sometimes Allianz and/or AIG may 
take a share or subscribe to policies placed 
predominately off-shore in which cases 
GST will be applied to the proportion or 
percentage placed in NZ. Often this results 
in (say) 85% or 90% of  the premium being 
GST exempt and 10% or 15% of  the total 
premium subject to NZ/GST.

Don’t worry though as we as Brokers 
will do all the maths for you!

GST and Aircraft Values
With regard to aircraft values a general 

rule of  thumb to follow is as follows.
GST Registered Owners should declare 

the aircraft value for insurance purposes 
excluding GST.
Non-GST Registered Owners should 
declare values including GST content.

Whilst thinking about aircraft values 
bear in mind that over the last twelve 
months the NZ dollar has “de-valued” 
some 20% from USD 0.81 in September 
2014 to this week’s exchange rate of  around 
USD 0.65. To get things into perspective, 
should an aircraft insured in NZ dollars 
become a total loss, the policy holder would 
receive the full NZ dollar agreed value 
less the applicable excess/deductible. The 
NZ dollar exchange rate can become an 
issue should you need to convert the NZD 
claim proceeds to a foreign currency to 
purchase a replacement aircraft overseas. 
If  the NZD conversion rate against the 
US dollar (or whatever currency you need) 
has fallen, then this will mean you will have 
considerably less in overseas currency to 
purchase a replacement aircraft today than 
you would have had a year ago.

If  your aircraft originates from the UK 
or Europe the value of  these aircraft could 
be driven by the British Pound (GBP) or 
Euro (EUR) conversion rates rather than 
the US Dollar.

KiwiFlyerAvsure Insurance Feature

contributed by Bill Beard

This page is sponsored by Avsure. To enquire about other sponsorship opportunities in KiwiFlyer, contact Michael on 09 279 9924. 21

We would therefore recommend that all 
aircraft owners give careful consideration 
to your current “insured” agreed values to 
ensure that you are adequately covered so 
that in the case of  Total or Constructive 
Total Loss, the sum insured will adequately 
enable you to replace your aircraft with 
a similar model in like conditions, if  
necessary from overseas.

To discuss any questions relating to 
aviation insurance or to seek quotations 
contact Bill Beard or Jenni Hellyer at 
Avsure on 0800 322 206 
or email insure@avsure.co.nz 
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Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

Sales:  Brett Sanders     021 748 984
 brett@heliflitepacific.com 

Service: Zack Erdos     021 748 608
 zack@heliflitepacific.com

Parts: Sarah Smith  09 299 9442
 sarah@heliflitepacific.com
 
Training: Alex Justice     09 299 9103
 alex@heliflitepacific.com 

Charter: Alex Justice     09 299 9103
 alex@heliflitepacific.com  

 

www.heliflite.co.nz

PILOT TRAINING
Full Ground Courses

R22  -  R44  -  R66
PPL and CPL
Type Ratings

Instructor Ratings
Night Ratings (unlim)

HELI CHARTER
Scenic Flights

Heli Fishing
Proposal Flights
Hotel Transfers

Commercial Ops
Photography

R66 TURBINE HELICOPTERS – DON’T WAIT TILL NOVEMBER 2015 EX. FACTORY LEAD TIMES
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
DEMONSTRATOR R66 TURBINE WITH AIR-CONDITIONING / IN STOCK TT: 65 Hours (approx.)
Black Metallic Base with Slate Grey Trim, Grey Leather Interior. Equipped with Air-Conditioning, Extra Corrosion 
Protection.  RR300 Turbine Engine, External Baggage Compartment, 25 Amp Battery Upgrade, King KY196A VHF 
COM, Garmin GTX 327/Encoder, NAT AA12 Audio Panel, ELT 406, Hydraulic Controls. Tie Downs, Ground Handing 
Wheels & Bubble Cover, Balance of RHC Limited Warranty. Note: 2013 Build.       
SAVE APPROX. USD$80,000 + GST DISCOUNT ON NEW LIST PRICE                           POA
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
R66 TURBINE WITH AIR-CONDITIONING & DART POP-OUT FLOATS / IN STOCK EX. PERTH TT: 190 Hours 
(approx). Dark Continental Blue with Bright Silver Metallic Trim, Tan Leather Interior. Equipped with Air-Conditioning, 
Extra Corrosion Protection. RR300 Turbine Engine, External Baggage Compartment, 25 Amp Battery Upgrade, King 
KY196A VHF COM, Garmin GTX 327/Encoder, NAT AA12 Audio Panel, ELT 406, Hydraulic Controls. Tie Downs, 
Ground Handing Wheels & Bubble Cover. Note: 2013 Build.                                                                                                  POA                                                                                                                         

NEW ROBINSON R44 HELICOPTERS – DON’T WAIT TILL DECEMBER 2015 EX. FACTORY LEAD TIMES
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
NEW R44 RAVEN  II WITH AIR-CON / EST. LATE AUGUST 2015 EX. RHC FACTORY  All-over Slate Grey, Grey 
Leather.  Equipped with Extra Corrosion Protection, ELT 406, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin 
GTR225B VHF COM,  2nd Garmin GTR225B VHF COM, Garmin Audio Panel, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Tie 
Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs whichever occurs first.                     POA
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
NEW R44 CLIPPER II WITH POP-OUT FLOATS & AIR-CON / EST.  LATE AUGUST 2015 EX. RHC FACTORY   All-
over White, Grey Leather.  Equipped with ELT 406, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B VHF 
COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Tie Downs, Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years /1000 Hrs 
whichever occurs first.                                                                                                                        POA

NEW ROBINSON R22 HELICOPTERS - DON’T WAIT TILL NOVEMBER 2015 EX. FACTORY LEAD TIMES

NEW R22 BETA II / IN STOCK S/N: 4687 White with Dark Blue Trim, Tan Velour. Equipped with New Six-Hole Panel, 
Garmin GTR225B COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Fuel Bladder Tanks, Metalised Upper Sheave, RHC Oil 
Filter Kit, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover & Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years/1000 Hrs whichever occurs first. POA
                                                                                                                                                                                                           
NEW R22 BETA II / EARLY SEPTEMBER 2015 FLY-AWAY S/N: 4692 Viper Red with White Trim, Tan Velour.  Equipped 
with New Six- Hole Panel, Garmin GTR225B COM, Garmin GTX330ES TXP/Encoder, Fuel Bladder Tanks, Metalised 
Upper Sheave, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Tie Downs, Bubble Cover &  Wheels, RHC Limited Warranty 2 years/ 1000 Hrs 
whichever occurs first.                                 POA                        

OVERHAULED & PRE-OWNED ROBINSON HELICOPTERS

RHC FACTORY OVERHAULED R44 CLIPPER II WITH AIR-CON / IN STOCK SN:10413 Viper Red with Bright Silver 
Trim.  Equipped with Pop-Out Floats, Fuel Bladder Tanks, 4 x Bubble Windows, KY196A VHF COM, King TXP/Encoder, 
NAT AA12 Audio Panel, Garmin 250 XL GPS with 2nd COM, Kannad 405 ELT, Extra Corrosion Protection, Tie Downs, 
Wheels & Bubble Cover. POA

HELIFLITE OVERHAULED R22 BETA II / EST. LATE OCTOBER 2015 COMPLETION SN: 3779 White with Blue 
Trim, New Leather Interior.  Equipped with Fuel Bladder Tanks, King KY197A VHF COM, Transponder, UHF Radio, Tie 
Downs, Ground Handing Wheels, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty. Overhauled Engine with Warranty. POA

PRE-OWNED LATE 2006 ROBINSON R22 BETA II  S/N: 4080  TT: 1220 Hrs Bright Blue with White Trim, Blue 
Leather.  Equipped with, Engine Primer, Cabin Heater /Defogger, Millibar Altimeter, King KY197A VHF Com, New 
Garmin Transponder with Encoder, ELT Kannad 406, New C of A, Fresh 100 Hourly & Ads complied with Tie Downs, 
Bubble Cover & Ground Handling Wheels. Privately Operated, No Damage History.  Available ex Bankstown. POA

PRE-OWNED 2007 ROBINSON R22 BETA II  S/N: 4120  TT: 1200 Hrs Black with Gold Trim, Tan Leather.  Equipped 
with Cabin Heater /Defogger, Millibar Altimeter, King KY197A VHF Com, New Gamin Transponder with Encoder, ELT 
Kannad 406, New MR Blades TTIS 0 Hrs, New C of A, Fresh 100 Hourly & Ads complied with Tie Downs, Bubble Cover 
& Ground Handling Wheels. Privately Operated, No Damage History.  Available Late August ex Bankstown Airport.   POA
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At the top of Ononge airstrip. Elev 5300 ft AMSL. Slope 7%. Length 500m.     Dean Boatman photo.

Mountain Flying Ops in Papua New Guinea

contributed by Matt McLaughlin

THERE are certain 
kinds of  aviation 
experience that garner 
instant respect from 
fellow pilots - directly 
proportional to the 
real or perceived 
danger of  the types 
of  ops. Military 
experience, especially 
combat time, is 
highly regarded, as 
is aerial topdressing, 
helicopter mustering 
and Antarctic/Arctic 
ops. Papua New 
Guinea (PNG) bush 
pilot time is right 
up there too. The 
common response 
when a colleague 
hears that I have a 
few years of  PNG 
bush flying under my belt is “You survived, so you must be good!” 
This never stops being flattering, but in most cases the respect 
for an aviator’s PNG logbook time is well deserved. PNG ops, 
especially for those who cut their teeth as bush pilots in GA piston 
aircraft, are fraught with risk, and the country is littered with the 
wrecks of  aircraft going right back to the first days of  aviation. Why 

is it so dangerous? 
The short answer 
is an abundance of  
Cumulus Granitus, 
and dark and dirty 
tropical weather. 

NZ contains 
some serious terrain, 
especially down 
South, and for a 
long time mountain 
flying has been a 
part of  the CPL 
syllabus. The hazards 
and recommended 
techniques for this 
kind of  flying are 
expertly summed 
up in the NZCAA 
GAP (Good Aviation 
Practice) booklet 
‘Mountain Flying’, 
available online. 

The booklet’s focus is on four areas: Terrain, Weather, the 
Aircraft, and the Pilot, highlighting the special considerations for 
each with regard to the challenges presented by such operations. 
Many readers will be familiar with this booklet, and/or would 
have undertaken a course of  study and flown at least five hours of  
mountain and low level training sorties. 

PNG is different
But PNG mountain flying is a 

little different. It’s NZ on steroids; 
Aotearoa’s mountains scooped up 
and multiplied and spread over 
a great swathe of  tropical terra 
firma. PNG is a country almost 
twice the size of  Kiwiland- more 
than 1000 km long and averaging 
300 km wide - with a formidable 
east-west mountain barrier running 
the entire length of  the nation. 
These towering Ranges push 
the lowest safe altitude across 
much of  the country to well over 
13,000 feet. Simply put, there 
are mountains everywhere. And 
therein lies the challenge of  PNG 
flying: scattered haphazardly across 
these Ranges, tucked away up tight 
valleys, carved into the side of  
steep mountainsides, balanced atop 
impossible razor-thin ridgelines, lie 
over 450 airstrips, a mind-boggling 
tally (with more than 400 of  these 
less than 500m in length, most 
over 5000 feet AMSL, and many 
with very steep gradients). Often 
no more than rough dirt clearings 
in the jungle, these airstrips have 
no navigation aids, no ATC, no 
weather reporting, and no VHF 
coverage: the pilot is on his or her 
own, with a map, a compass, maybe 
a GPS, the Mark One Eyeball, and 
raw instinct. To make things even 
more ‘exciting’ PNG’s location just 
2-10 degrees south of  the equator 
means year-round temperatures 
of  ISA +15 to +20, resulting in 
significant performance penalties. 
Flying here demands respect, and 
the training must involve all the 
NZCAA recommended techniques 
plus a few noticeable additions. 
Situational awareness (SA) and 
rock solid decision-making are 
paramount. SA is enhanced with 
thorough route training, with the newbie PNG bush pilot exposed 
to multiple routes out to the mountains, at high and low level, in 
good and bad weather conditions, at varying aircraft weights to see 
the effect of  this on performance, and always with special note 
taken of  the distinctive landmarks and ‘topographical signposts’ of  
each route. Knowing how to follow a track line on a GPS display is 
simply not good enough. Once a pilot is competent at finding their 
way around the mountains the real fun begins – the approaches and 
landings at the short mountain strips themselves. PNG ops demand 
seat of  the pants flying where your life depends on sound visual 
navigation, strict aerodrome pattern airspeed and attitude control, 
and precision landings.

There is no place for ego in this challenging environment. A 

fellow PNG flyer told me a great 
story about what his Chief  Pilot 
said about turn backs (returns 
to Base after an unsuccessful 
attempt to reach a mountain 
airstrip destination), witty counsel 
illustrating the ever-present 
balancing act between calculated 
recklessness, and prudent self-
preservation: “He said to me, 
if  you’re the only pilot in the 
company who can’t make it to 
your destination, and you return to 
home base, you’re a dickhead for a 
day. If  you crash and write off  the 
aeroplane and kill yourself  and your 
passengers while trying to get in, 
you’ll be a dickhead forever!” 

 Flying into PNG’s mountain 
airstrips is a dangerous endeavour, 
and the accident statistics confirm 
this. When I was a PNG rookie in 
the early 1990s we lost around 10% 
of  the county’s aircraft to accidents 
every year, with an average of  one 
fatal crash of  a GA aircraft per 
month (Cessna 206s and 185s, 
BN-2 Islanders, DHC-6 Twin 
Otters and Embraer Bandeirantes). 
The RAAF lost a few aircraft too. It 
was carnage.

There is a common 
misconception that maintenance 
and engineering issues often play 
a part in accidents in a place like 
PNG, but this was not generally the 
case. Most of  the people I knew 
who came to grief  in PNG did so 
through CFIT – ‘Controlled Flight 
into Terrain.’ In poor weather 
conditions they pushed on up tight 
valleys, only to try a panicked last 
minute reversal turn and stall and 
crash into the mountainside; on 
no-go-around approaches into 
terrain-crowded mountain strips 
they attempted late go-arounds and 
crashed into the trees; they mistook 

their position while descending IMC and impacted terrain; they 
attempted ridge crossings in windy turbulent conditions and failed 
to clear the ridges, crashing in downdraughts on the leeward side. 

The rules haven’t changed
There’s nothing new under the sun, and I recently came across a 

submission to the PNG equivalent of  the NZCAA by pilot Arthur 
Jacobsen all the way back in the 1940s. His succinct list of  ‘DO 
NOTS’ apply just as well to NZ’s mountain flying environment 
today, and his sage words sum up the specifics of  PNG ops 
extremely well: “DON’T: fly on your nerves, do tomorrow’s flying 
today, fly overloaded, fly in the dark, fly in cloud, be too proud 
to turn back, fly into any position where you can not turn back, 

Approach into Kamulai Airstrip. Elev 5600 ft. Slope 11%. Length 481m. 
Georgie and Ron McKie photo.

Approach to Fane airstrip. Elev 4400 ft AMSL. Slope 12%. Length 451m.  
Dean Boatman photo.

Guari airstrip. Elev 6100 ft AMSL. Slope 6.4%. Length 600m.
Matt McLaughlin photo.

Getting a first ‘real’ flying job often requires determination and a degree 
of sacrifice. That drives some keen pilots offshore, a nearby example being 
Papua New Guinea where there are more than a few Kiwis putting their 
skills well and truly to the test, essentially voluntarily for charitable aid 
organisations. Matt McLaughlin is a Kiwi pilot now based in Hong Kong. 

He completed his basic training in the RNZAF before heading to PNG in 
1992, where he lived and worked for three and a half years. He is currently 
a Senior Captain with Cathay Pacific Airways, flying the Boeing 777. Matt 
is part-owner of an ex-military L-29 Delphin jet based in Wanaka, and is the 
author of a new book ‘Flying the Knife Edge – New Guinea Bush Pilot’.

Based in Alexandra and covering 
all the Southern Lakes area.

Seats and carpets for all aviation 
applications including 
Microlights, GA, Helicopters 
and Commercial.

All approved 
materials.
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push through because you know other pilots got through... New 
Guinea weather is primitive and mostly unfriendly. The weather 
is a constant menace and danger to flying if  not understood and 
respected. Most of  the aerodromes are short, one-way, and narrow, 
with poor approaches and, in many cases, strong cross or down 
winds blowing over them. Many are more than 5,000 feet above sea 
level. I cannot over-stress the danger to the inexperienced pilot in 
‘gap’ flying. All gaps should be approached on the side, thus leaving 
room to turn should down-draughts make it necessary… The gap 
must not be crossed unless the way ahead is clear… The new pilot 
if  in doubt should turn back and live to fly another day… It is to 
be remembered that with flying in New Guinea, experience in New 
Guinea flying is the all important thing. Experience in other parts 
of  the world will not keep one alive in New Guinea… New Guinea 
demands that a pilot fly in an aggressive and determined manner 
but it must be controlled by common sense, and when doubts creep 
into a pilots mind it is time to turn back.”

It would be tempting for those of  us who survived PNG ops 
unscathed to put this down to our own skill and good management. 
But this would be arrogance and folly, as the other vital ingredient 
in the DNA of  a PNG bush pilot is luck. I made mistakes and 
scared myself  on a regular basis, but survived. Colleagues of  mine 
made smaller errors but did not live to tell the tale. Those who died 
were not less skilled than the rest of  us, they were just less lucky.

Some readers may be starting down the long road to a job as an 
airline pilot. There’s nothing wrong with gaining one’s experience 
in NZ, and working hard towards a job with one of  the turboprop 
regionals, and eventually Air New Zealand, Qantas, or Jetstar, but 
if  you have a sense of  adventure and think you might enjoy an 
expatriate lifestyle, and want to experience some truly incredible 
flying, then take the plunge and spread your wings in a place like 
Papua New Guinea. Don’t let the at-times exaggerated horror 
stories of  foreign mountain flying deter you. The secret to getting 
through unscathed is good training, respect for the terrain and the 
weather, and top-notch decision-making. This sort of  experience 
can really accelerate your career progression: it looks great on the 
C.V. and shows you are prepared to travel far and wide to further 
your career, it shows grit, and determination, and a certain amount 
of  courage. In my case heading off  into the unknown all those 
years ago was the best career move I ever made, and made my 
aviation journey a terribly exciting one. Good luck, and enjoy yours.

Matt McLaughlin is author of 
‘Flying the Knife Edge – New 
Guinea Bush Pilot’ available 
now as an eBook on Amazon, 

Kobo, and iTunes, and available 
as a paperback from all good NZ 

Bookstores in August 2015.
Recently reviewed by The 

Sunday Morning Post, reviewer 
William Wadsworth concluded 

“McLaughlin clearly enjoys 
flying for Cathay Pacific, and 

his adventures in the “beautiful, 
scary, chaotic, and unforgiving” 

PNG leave readers with the 
impression that the airline 

recruits only the best pilots. A 
delightful, well-written memoir.”

Tecnam Australasia
09 298 9144 or 021 832 626
giovanni@tecnam.co.nz
www.tecnam.co.nz
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  Aerobatics

WHEN I heard this issue of  KiwiFlyer was focusing on Flight 
Training, I started thinking about the advantages for a pilot – any 
pilot - in carrying out aerobatic training as part of  their overall 
flight training journey. 

You might think that 
some pilots will never need 
aerobatic training – what 
would a pilot of  a basic 
microlight, or an Airbus 
A380, or a glider pilot need 
with aerobatic training? “I 
just want to get my PPL to 
takes my friends/family/
workmates (delete as required) 
to Wanaka/Pauanui/
Martinborough (delete as 
required), for a nice day out”. 
That’s as good a reason as 
any to learn to fly, but how 
safely do you want to do this? 
A plane is not a car – you 
can’t just pull over to the side 
of  the road when things go bad. You need to learn, practice and 
remain current in skills that are both ‘motor’ (hand and feet) and 
‘cognitive’ (head-stuff), to manage situations that can rapidly evolve.

During the 1990s I was flying Boeing 737s, and during this time 
there were a couple of  notable accidents in the USA involving this 
common airliner. These accidents came about from a phenomenon 
which came to be known as ‘Rudder Hard-over’. As the term 
indicates, this is the movement of  the rudder to either of  its full-
travel stops. 

Most aerobatic pilots know this control input well, and employ 
it for several manoeuvres to great effect – stall turns, spins and 
snap rolls in particular. Of  course we do this intentionally, in 
aircraft designed for these manoeuvres, and through training and 
practice become familiar and very comfortable with the associated 
sensations. 

Alas, in the case of  United Airlines UA585 and USAir UA427 
the pilots were not anticipating nor expecting the un-commanded 
full deflection of  the large and powerful 737 rudder, which came 
about as a result of  a unique control system fault in the hydraulic 

Aerobatic Training may Save Your Life
contributed by Grant Benns

actuators. With limited height and relatively low airspeed to 
manoeuvre and recover, both accidents resulted in the tragic loss of  
all on board. 

It took investigators from the FAA and Boeing many years to 
determine the actual cause 
of  this type-specific problem 
and then put remedies in 
place. One was an increase in 
approach speeds to produce 
more control effectiveness 
should an un-commanded 
hard-over occur again, whilst 
another was a new memory 
checklist for 737 pilots 
called JAMMED FLIGHT 
CONTROLS and latter 
UNCOMMANDED YAW 
OR ROLL. Within the airline, 
we were required to become 
proficient with these new 
procedures in the simulator, 
whilst engineering went about 

fitting improved components to the rudder system. There have 
been no subsequent accidents as a result of  ‘Rudder Hard-overs’ 
with the 737 series as a consequence of  the lessons learnt from 
these earlier tragedies.  

I don’t know anything about the background and experience of  
the pilots involved, and most certainly do not wish to judge their 
performances on the day – they would have been trying their best, 
with the skills and knowledge they had acquired, to keep the planes 
safely flying. However, my own background in aerobatics and then 
practice in the simulator enabled me to consider what instinctive 
actions we take when presented with the high-jeopardy and life-
threatening situation of  an un-commanded rudder hard-over. 

Think through the scenario with me: the sudden and violent yaw 
will produce a sideslip, resulting in one wing generating more lift 
and quite possibly less drag than the opposite wing (even more so 
in a swept-wing jet). The secondary effect of  yaw results in a roll 
in the direction of  the yaw, invariably accompanied by the nose 
dropping as well. Pulling back on the stick may seem logical, but at 
a certain bank angle you are now ‘pulling’ the nose even lower (do 

some ‘hand’ flying to visualise this). With the windscreen 
full of  paddocks, the instinctive reaction to pull back on 
the stick even more may result in a tighter spiral dive, 
evident by increasing ‘G’ and airspeed. 

Early on, we might be tempted to try opposite aileron to 
roll out of  the turn, however if  the aircraft has come close 
to- or actually stalled and entered a spin, both out-spin 
aileron and increased up-elevator will further aggravate the 
problem. 

The recovery from this 
situation may seem counter-
intuitive, but this is where 
the benefit of  aerobatic 
training comes in. After 
applying full rudder opposite 
to the direction of  yaw, you 
must push forward – all 
the way, depending on the 
aircraft type - to reduce the 
angle of  attack. That is the 
hard bit – the nose is already 
pointing down yet you must now push the stick even 
further nose-down. You must also centralise the ailerons, 
despite the roll you are witnessing, to remove any drag-couple that 
may be keeping the auto-rotation of  the spin going. With airspeed 
increasing and the yaw/roll slowing down, both wings should start 
flying again, and the effectiveness of  all the flight controls increases 
every second the plane is accelerating. Now you can use the ailerons 
to roll the wings level, and with the lift vector pointing back upright 

you have the ability to manoeuvre away 
from the immediate threat - the ground 
– with the careful use of  elevator.  

You have survived.
Re-read the scenario several times, to 

visualise the entry, flight path, and the 
recovery. However, please bear in mind 
reading this article (or any article) is no 
substitute to actual flight instruction. 

When written on the page of  a 
magazine this all sounds pretty logical 
and straight-forward stuff, perhaps, but 
until a pilot has experienced first-hand 
the rush and sensations that go with 
unusual-attitude flying there is no telling 
how he or she will react. Human Factors 
people sometimes describe the reactions 
of  people in times of  great jeopardy as 
either ‘Fight, Flight or Freeze’. Will you 
Freeze at the controls and be a passenger 
on the final spiral into the ground? Will 
you take Flight and make rapid, large 
but ultimately incorrect and ineffective 

control inputs that have the same ultimate ending? Or will you 
Fight the problem with skills learned, practiced and kept current, to 
resolve the situation and fly away to tell the tale?

Preferably, we should be putting ourselves in the ‘Fight’ corner. 
However, this doesn’t come naturally - unlike a bird, we aren’t 
born with wings and the inborn skills of  flight. We need to learn 

John Eaton’s 360hp radial powered Model 12 Pitts - Gavin Conroy photograph.

A USAir 737-300 (above) and
the 737 Hardover (right).

G
av

in
 C

on
ro

y



www.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 4128

these skills and as we progress through 
our piloting journey we must, at times, 
recognise our lack of  knowledge in certain 
areas and push ourselves to seek out and 
learn more. The core skill-set all pilots 
should possess should enable us to not 
just survive flying but to fully enjoy and 
revel in it, secure in the knowledge that we 
can cope with almost anything the aircraft, 
Mother Nature and fate can throw at us. 
Can you? 

Seeking out more advanced training can 
seem daunting to some – we are all wired 
differently with regard to self-confidence, 
comfort-levels and fear of  the unknown. 
Unfortunately, the laws of  physics, which 
ultimately govern the rules of  flight, are 
very rigid – WE are the flexible value in the 
flying equation and WE must determine for 
ourselves where we want that value set.    

Different training systems and 
organisations advocate different approaches 
to advanced manoeuvre training. In some 
organisations – most notably the various 
air forces of  the world – aerobatics 
is introduced very early in a student’s 
training. Of-course, the air force system 
is often designed to produce fighter 
pilots (in countries that can afford or 
justify fighters…) so it is natural that their 
training from the get-go has aerobatics 
as a core component. In the GA world, 
funded by private and/or discretionary 
money, the training organisations may 
have a bias towards ‘keeping people flying 
and not scaring them away’, or even take 
the approach ‘they will just go on to fly 
C172s/jets/microlights’. Many training 
organisations may not have the planes 
or the instructors available to carry out 
advanced manoeuvre or aerobatic training 
– you may have to travel to seek out either 
or both.     

For many people, becoming a pilot is 
outside of  their comfort zone – and if  
this is you, good on you for giving it a go. 
The rewards are obviously worth it or you 
wouldn’t be reading this fine magazine. But 
perhaps pushing deeper into the physical 
and mental flight envelope - in the right 
aircraft and with an appropriate instructor – 
will expand your skills exponentially, giving 
you greater self-confidence that will enable 
you to enjoy your flying more, whilst also 
enhancing safety for both yourself  and your 
passengers… whatever you might fly.    

Footnote: These articles are intended to whet appetites for 
advanced flying and to offer tips to aerobatics beginners. Dual 
instruction and observance of CAA rules is a must-have - 
especially for safety and also for learning correct techniques and 
finesse of manoeuvres for the particular aircraft you are flying. 
For more information, enquire about aerobatics instruction at 
your local aero club or go to www.aerobatics.co.nz

Aerobatics

HOW could we talk about aerobatic 
aircraft without mentioning the Pitts 
Special? Particularly as this year is the 70th 
anniversary of  the first flight of  Curtis 
Pitts’ creation.  To 
help celebrate this 
milestone, a Pitts-
focused fly-in will 
be taking place 
at Omaka on 
November 13th-
15th. Anybody 
with a Pitts, or a 
past connection 
with Pitts 
Special aircraft, 
is encouraged 
to attend. It 
goes without 
saying there will 
be Pitts aircraft 
flying aerobatics 
in friendly 
competition, as 
well as a social 
event for Pitts 
people to talk… 
Pitts! Check out 
the events page of  
the NZ Aerobatic Club website for more 
info.

Over the years there have been many 
Pitts aircraft built or imported into New 
Zealand. Renowned for their aerobatic 
prowess but also tricky ground handling, 
more than a few have come and then 
gone from the local scene , sometimes to 
reappear again even better than before! 

Because many Pitts are amateur-built, 
modifications abound, and the design 
has come a long way from the 500lb, 
55hp original. Right now in NZ we have 
eleven variants on the register, with a few 
languishing or about to be born or re-born. 
The biggest, most powerful model currently 
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Planes of the NZ Aerobatic Club: 
The Pitts Special

flying in NZ is John Eaton’s exquisitely 
built Model 12, regularly displayed around 
the country by Pitts maestro Richard Hood. 
Powered by a 360hp Russian radial, it is a 

far cry from the 
original, which 
is perhaps better 
represented by 
the more prolific 
S1 model we see 
here.

Owned and 
flown by Darrel 
Brown since 
2006, ZK-EES 
was originally 
built and flown 
by Max Clear (of  
Bantam microlight 
fame) in 1975 
as an S1C with 
ailerons on just 
the lower wings. 
With just 200 
hours on the clock 
Richard Hood, 
Owen Harnish, 
Steve Taylor and 
Mike Waring 

bought it in the mid-eighties, the syndicate 
reforming sometime later with John Kelly 
and Marinka deVries (later Hood). Richard 
gave it the hot-rod treatment in the mid-
90s with a 180hp engine, pressure cowls, 
symmetrical aerofoil wings, and top and 
bottom ailerons. Extensively displayed 
throughout NZ, EES would also take 
Richard on to countless competition wins 
including in the Unlimited Category against 
much more powerful aircraft.

With an empty weight of  just 807lbs, 
performance is very spirited, but equally 
the light and dainty handling of  the S1 Pitts 
aircraft is truly endearing, making their 
popularity understandable. 

Pitts S-1 Special ZK-EES

For more details check out the events page at www.aerobatics.co.nz  

October 31  Flying NZ Central Region Competitions, Taumarunui Aero Club 
November 7  Flying NZ Alpine Region Competitions, Mid Canterbury Aero Club, Ashburton
November 14  Flying NZ Lakes Region Competition, Venue to be confirmed
November 21  Flying NZ Cook Strait Region Competitions, Wanganui Aero Club
November 13-15  Pitts 70th Anniversary Fly-in and Competition, Omaka Airfield 
November 21  Brian Langley Memorial Trophy, North Shore Airfield 
November 28  Flying NZ Northern Region Competitions, North Shore Aero Club
February 23-28  Flying NZ Nationals, Mid Canterbury Aero Club, Ashburton  
March 16-19  NZ Aerobatic Club National Championships, Hood Aerodrome Masterton

Competition Aerobatics Events Calendar 2015

Curtis Pitts in 1945

Dr Anton Wiles & Dr Jon Nelson         

- ME 1 (New Zealand)  - Australia (CASA)  
- U.K. and Europe (EASA)  - AME (Canada) 
- United States (FAA) - Fiji

Your Experienced 
Aviation Medical Services Team

FREEMAN FREIGHT
INTERNATIONAL & DOMESTIC

Specialising in Shipping

l HELICOPTERS
l FIXED WING
l ALL AIRCRAFT PARTS

100% NZ OWNED & OPERATED
24 hours / 7 days services

DAILY AUCKLAND COURIER

Phone Warwick on 0273 400 284 or a/h 09 814 8910
email: freemanfreight@xtra.co.nz         www.freemanfreight.co.nz

6a Kaha Street, Rangataua, Ohakune.

Hangar 1, Steele Road Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033
Hamilton Airport Email: paul@centralaero.nz     www.centralaero.nz

Owner & Chief Engineer: David Ives

Heli Maintenance Ltd, Harewood Aviation Park, 800 Pound Road, Christchurch 8545
03 359 1001 or 027 528 5121   info@helimaintenance.com   www.helimaintenance.com

Canterbury’s first and only CAA Part 145
approved helicopter maintenance facility 

We also offer the following local modifications:
   l  Snow Shoes for R44 & MD500   
   l  EC120 Lead Acid Battery Installation   
   l  R22/R44 Pitch Links Repair  
   l  MD500 Collective Lock   
   l  MD500 Hockey Stick Repair

R22 / R44 2200 hour Rebuild Kits, 12 year inspections and helicopter 
refurbishment.  Let us provide a quote for your kit and / or rebuild.

David Ives & Hamish Harman

OR CALL HEATHER ON 021 061 4655

New Zealand is famous for its 
extreme adventure and thrill packed 
experiences but this one tops all of 
them. Now you can undertake a 
‘mission’ in a commercially operated 
ex-military fighter jet – a BAC 167 
Strikemaster Mk88.

Climb on board with our top pilot and 
become a Top Gun at speeds of up 
to 500kph – yes 500kph - and see 
what it’s like to be a combat pilot.

This is not only an iconic piece of 
New Zealand military history, it’s also 
a once in a life-time ride. You’ll depart 
on your flight from Ardmore and then 
live the dream on your choice of two 
missions, the 20 minute Hot Shot 
Mission which includes plenty of 
turning and burning for $2499 or the 
amazing 30 minute Strike Mission 
for $2999 that has everything in 
the Hot Shot mission plus some 
unbelievable low level valley flying.

Live your dream. Contact us now.

Products and Services
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Gliding: A great place to start
or to expand your skills

POWER pilots have much 
to learn about their own 
flying from having a go 
at gliding. The obvious 
thing they learn is a better 
understanding of  the 
energy in the atmosphere, 
air flow over obstacles such 
as mountains and at lower 
levels around trees and how 
the atmosphere behaves. 
But they also learn not to 
be afraid to fly without an 
engine and have a much 
better understanding of  how an aircraft will perform, if  for instance 
the engine does stop – instinctive knowledge that has saved the day 
in some very high profile incidents. The “Gimli Glider” is one, an 
Air Canada Boeing 767 (calculated by its glider pilot captain, during 
the emergency, to have a glide ratio of  12:1) that ran out of  fuel 
at 12,500m and glided safely to a landing, 17 minutes later (having 
used a sideslip technique taught in glider training to slow final 
decent) at the decommissioned Gimli Airforce Base, Minnesota. 
More recently is Captain Sullenberger’s water landing of  a US 
Airway’s Airbus A320 on the Hudson River when it was disabled 
by a flock of  geese. Both men knew not to give up, that while 
their aircraft may have lost thrust it hadn’t stopped flying and safe 
landings were possible. 

We don’t expect you to need to perform something as extreme as 
that, but you will gain more flying skills and have a lot of  fun.

People often ask me about what is involved in learning to glide. 
I’ve had thirty odd years involved in the sport and I’ve got the 
answers to that question pretty much off  pat. It summarises to 
something like this:
 l A modern training glider has a glide ratio of  around 38 to one – 

so it doesn’t fall down when the wind stops.
 l Gliders fly by using the energy in the atmosphere.
 l To get involved simply go out and introduce yourself  to your 

local club.
 l You’ll fly in a two-seater with a qualified instructor.

contributed by Jill McCaw

 l The instructor, tow-pilot 
and everyone involved is 
a volunteer.

 l It takes roughly eight 
hours of  flying time to 
get to solo but - 

 -  A lot of  that time is spent 
doing circuits – because 
being able to fly take-off  
and landings is crucial.

 -  If  you’ve got previous 
flying experience this 
time is a lot shorter – you 
already understand many 

of  the concepts involved and can fly straight and level.
- Getting to solo is only the beginning – that’s when you really 

start to learn to soar.
 l You pay to join the club and it is the club’s responsibility to make 

sure that you are safe to fly and that includes giving you the 
training you need to do so. i.e. the training is free! 

 l You pay National Affiliation fees, club fees, glider hire and your 
tow fees.

 l Circuits therefore are the expensive part of  training, even though 
they are the shortest flights.

 l Most clubs own at least one two-seat training glider and a single 
seater so you don’t need to own a glider of  your own.

 l Once you get involved you are expected to play your part in the 
work required to get everyone flying
- Getting gliders out - and putting them away at night.
- Running wings.
- Retrieving gliders off  the field and helping them line up for the 

next take off.
- Taking your turn as duty pilot (administration, time keeping, 

general organisation of  ground operations).
- Join in with Working Bees on aircraft, airfield and clubrooms.

 l A huge part of  learning to fly a glider (once you’ve mastered 
the basics of  straight and level) is how to find that rising air; 
Thermals, Ridge, and Wave. (I explain this with large arm 
movements for maximum effect. Diagrams also help.)

New Zealand Soaring

I explain how it is this ability to read the energy in the 
atmosphere and use it to pilot your aircraft where you want it to go 
that elevates gliding into the most fantastic sport, far out-weighing 
power flying. I then remind the interested party again that everyone 
involved is a volunteer and if  they want to get involved they are 
going to have to commit to more than just turning up every other 
weekend for an hour’s lesson.

Gliding clubs have a special character. They’re a group of  
aviation minded individuals who love spending time together 
discussing the arcane arts of  soaring, and that that is why the 
gliding movement feels, to many of  us, like an extended family.

Youth Glide NZ
Gliding NZ welcomes people of  all ages to learn to fly but have 

a special arrangement for young people. Youth Glide NZ is a not 
for profit, youth development programme. The Mission Statement 
is: to use the sport of  Gliding to inspire and develop young people’s 
imagination, character and self-determination with the excitement 
and possibilities of  flight as a life-long adventure sport or a fulfilling 
aviation related career prospect.

Youth Glide’s Aims and Objectives are to:
 l Introduce young minds to the potential of  Aviation.
 l Develop self-confidence, self-discipline and self-esteem.
 l Develop more positive teenage relationships with adults.
 l Safely introduce youth to an adventure sport.
 l Enable youngsters to realise their potential for achievement.
 l Encourage women into flying as a sport and / or as a career.
 l Inspire youngsters with technology; bringing maths, physics and 

computing alive.

An image from the Youth Soaring Development Camp held at Matamata each year.

 l Provide young people an exciting and healthy outdoor activity.
 l Introduce young people to a range of  aviation related careers.
 l To be available to young people regardless of  their religion, 

gender or ethnicity.
GNZ has waived affiliation and magazine subscription fees for 

Youth Glide members (up to age 18) and clubs provide free glider 
hire and reduced rates for towing. Youth Glide groups work under 
the umbrella of  an existing gliding club. An annual Youth Soaring 
Development camp with a similar structure to the Walsh Memorial 
Scout Flying School, is held at Omarama in December and two 
successful similar camps have been held on the Waharoa Airfield 
in Matamata at Easter. The greatest success of  these camps is the 
camaraderie and excitement generated by a group of  young aviation 
enthusiasts spending time together.

Whatever your age, if  you’d like to join us and give gliding a go, 
just follow the instructions in the list above. See the GNZ website 
for information on your local club and the Youth Glide site for 
more on how they operate and how to join. For subscriptions to 
SoaringNZ email Jill McCaw on soaringnz@mccawmedia.co.nz 

Medical Examinations at Ardmore.

Renew your CAA medical at Ardmore 
with Dr David Powell at his on-airfield 
location: 125 Kittyhawk Lane Ardmore. 

Book directly with David: 021 747 427 
or david@flyingmedicine.com

Medicals also available in Gisborne by appointment.  
CASA, Canada, UK/Europe medicals can also be arranged. 

aviation medicals
flyingmedicine.com

FAA medicals
now 

available

Hangar 1, Steele Road Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033
Hamilton Airport Email: paul@centralaero.nz     www.centralaero.nz
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Flight Instructor 
Ratings and 

ATO Experience
with RidgeAir BASE FLIGHT 

TRAINING (Blenheim)

RidgeAir Flight Training, which has specialised in advanced 
multi-engine flight training since 2010, has now entered the single-
engine flight training market under the banner of  RidgeAir BASE 
FLIGHT TRAINING (Blenheim).

Offering an alternate option to mainstream training, we 
provide a one-on-one, highly personalised and accelerated flight 
training experience which is tailored to suit each individual student 
depending on their background (from school leavers to corporate 
executives) and aspirations (from recreational to airline pilots). 

RidgeAir BASE FLIGHT TRAINING (Blenheim) operates 
from Woodbourne (NZWB), a controlled airport with both sealed 
and grass runways, day/night operations, and with unlimited 
uncontrolled airspace only a short flight away, we can cater for all 
training eventualities. 

Instructor Training and Air Transport Operations
We now offer suitable candidates a Category C Instructor 

Rating (with supervision) and the prospect for advancement and 
experience on VFR/IFR single and multi-engine Part 135 Air 
Transport Operations with the company.

This isn’t just a rating, but a pathway to a career in professional 
aviation, with the opportunity to gain Air Transport Ops experience.

Our unique approach to Instructor training will see you spend 
weeks, not many months, gaining your Category C Instructor 
Rating.  At RidgeAir BASE FLIGHT TRAINING (Blenheim) we 
offer Flight Instructor training based on full-time, personalised 
tuition on the ground and in the air.

Why should you choose 
RidgeAir BASE FLIGHT TRAINING (Blenheim)?
 l  We offer professional training within an established flight 

training environment that also has many years of  Part 135 ATO 
operations.

 l  Only 2 students per course, which will give you maximum one-
on-one time with our experienced instructors.

 l  Full-time dedicated instructor always available to you.
 l  Time-tabled courses, so you always know what you’re doing, 

why and when.
 l  Personal approach. You’re not just a number to us!
 l  No queues or waiting around for an aircraft and instructor.
 l  Comfortable accommodation and transport can be provided 

whilst training.

Post Graduate Opportunities if you have ‘the right stuff’
 l  Instructor Supervision.
 l  Company funded, post course advertising to get you noticed.
 l  ATO / Scenic Flights / Aerial Photography opportunities with 

a Part 135 organisation.
 l  The prospect of  advancement with a multi crew, multi engine 

IFR flight operation.

This is your opportunity to get in at the ground floor with RidgeAir 
BASE FLIGHT TRAINING (Blenheim), gain valuable experience, 
and advance your career from the outset with an established IFR/
VFR single & multi-engine Air Transport Operation.

RidgeAir graduates might find themselves flying ATO on this Cessna 402C.

Learn to fly with the 
Flight Training Professionals. 

Contact your local 
Flying NZ Aero Club to 
discuss your private or 
commercial pilot options.

Fly for fun, sport & recreation, or fly for a career. Aero Clubs will assist you to achieve your aviation goals.

For more information visit:  www.flyingnz.co.nz  or phone Karen Groome, Executive Secretary on 0800 422 635.  

The KiwiFlyer Guide to 
Aviation Training Supplement Edition 

September 2015 About this 
Guide

Including
Fixed Wing
Helicopters
Microlights
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Theory Support
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and more
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WELCOME to the KiwiFlyer Guide to 
Aviation Training in New Zealand. This 
special annual feature includes articles 
related to aviation training as well as profiles 
and advice from a number of aviation 
training providers from around the country. 
Participants in this Guide cover a very broad 
spectrum of aviation in New Zealand and 
readers will find a wealth of opportunity 
for flight training whether it be a microlight 
certificate for Sunday flying, a PPL to 
take the family on holiday by helicopter, 
aerobatics training, or even a gyroplane 
or trike rating, through to fully structured 
programmes designed to place the career 
pilot in immediate airline employment as 
soon as their qualifications are completed. 
There’s also some great advice from Mark 
Woodhouse on Airmanship that all aviators, 
whether prospective or practicing, should 
read. 

Training is no longer limited to just practical 
and theory tuition either. Academic 
opportunities abound for University degrees 
in aviation disciplines that can extend all the 
way to Doctorate level research. 

Even those who might not be immediately 
interested in training for themselves should 
find it interesting to look through this guide 
and observe the many and varied training 
approaches that are available. The range 
extends from small companies offering 
personal one-on-one tuition through to large 
corporates with fleets of aircraft, an array of 
lecture facilities and purpose built student 
accommodation, and everything in between. 

More than 1000 copies of this issue of the 
magazine are being sent to Careers Officers 
at every Secondary School in New Zealand 
which is also available for download from our 
KiwiFlyer website. If you’d like an additional 
copy to pass on to someone, email details 
to editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz and we’ll send one 
out to you.



CHOOSING THE RIGHT helicopter training organisation is 
perhaps the single most important decision you will ever make in 
your flying career. Getting a Commercial Pilots Licence (CPL) is 
the “easy” part.  Finding a company that will employ you as a low 
hour pilot is where the difficulty begins. These days, commercial 
operators aren’t just interested in the number of  hours you have. 
What they are really interested in is your commercial experience, 
and this is where Ardmore Helicopters Limited can help.

Why train with us
Ardmore Helicopters has an Air Operators Certificate (CAR Part 

135/119). This Certificate permits us to conduct Air Transport and 
Commercial Transport flights for “hire or reward”. Our commercial 
pilots regularly carry out scenic tours, photography, frost protection, 
passenger transfers, and more. Only companies that have an 
Air Operators Certificate can conduct these flights, and it is the 
experience that our graduates obtain from these flights, which helps 
kick start their careers and separate them from ‘the rest’.

Ardmore Helicopters is renowned for our relaxed and friendly 
atmosphere, and for tailoring training programmes to suit individual 
needs. Our experienced instructors (which include two A-Cat and 
two B-Cat) take a personal approach to student training offering 
one-on-one tuition. Frank Parker, who owns and manages the 
company, has been involved in the industry for over 30 years and 
has an extensive background in the military and civil sectors. Frank 
holds an A-Category Instructor’s Rating and a range of  Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) flight testing privileges.

Courses Offered
Ardmore Helicopters has been training top quality pilots for over 

20 years and we offer a comprehensive range of  training options 
from Private Pilot through to Commercial Pilot, as well as Basic 
Gas Turbine Ratings and Instructor Ratings. 

The company fleet includes three S300CBis, Robinson R44 and a 
Bell 206 JetRanger. 

Ardmore Helicopters offer 
Commercial Experience that helps to 

get careers off the ground 
Why train at Ardmore

Ardmore Helicopters is based at Ardmore Airfield, South 
Auckland. Being based at New Zealand’s busiest aerodrome gives 
our students the best situational awareness training possible. In 
addition, as we are just five minutes from Auckland Airport and 
the Hunua Ranges, so our students benefit from regular training 
in a variety of  controlled and uncontrolled airspace, as well as 
mountainous terrain.

Ardmore Helicopters has built a reputation for training pilots 
to a high standard and for maximising the employment prospects 
of  our students. This reputation is particularly important in an 
industry where employment is very competitive and jobs are often 
obtained solely through reputation and word of  mouth. Pilots 
trained by Ardmore Helicopters can be found in all parts of  the 
industry in New Zealand and around the world including rescue, 
tourism, agriculture, commercial, special operations, corporate and 
utility work. If  you would like to talk to graduates of  Ardmore 
Helicopters who are now flying professionally, we are very happy to 
put you in touch with them.

If  you have ever wondered about becoming a helicopter pilot 
then try an Introductory Flight Lesson. This is where you’ll spend 
time on the ground learning about the aircraft, then take to the sky 
with an instructor for a local flight. Once airborne, the controls will 
be yours for some basic manoeuvres and on returning to the airfield 
your instructor will demonstrate an autorotation (landing without 
engine power). We conclude with you trying your hand at hovering. 
Most students are still smiling from this experience a week later.

For more information
If  you think helicopter flying is for you, come out to our base at 

Ardmore Airfield for a coffee and chat. We look forward to meeting 
you. Phone us on 0508 CHOPPER for more information about 
how we can help start your flying career, or visit our new webiste at
www.chopper.co.nz
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A Flying Start with 
Ardmore Flying School
WHETHER you are choosing aviation 
as a career or simply for the sheer thrill 
of  flying, selecting the right flying school 
is vital to your success. Ardmore Flying 
School has been training pilots at Ardmore 
Airport since 1961. Since then we have 
been recognised worldwide for delivering 
consistently high standards in all aspects of  
flight training. 

We are New Zealand Qualification 
Authority (NZQA) approved and hold the 
Civil Aviation Authority of  New Zealand 
(CAANZ) Rule Part 141 approval for flight 
training. This allows us to provide the NZ 
Diploma in Aviation (Level 5 and 6) and 
Certificate in Aviation (Level 5) as well as 
individual licences and ratings up to and 
including a Flight Instructor rating. Student 
Loan funded training opportunities are 
available but are limited so early application 
is recommended for these sought after 
training positions.

Our fully-integrated tailored flight-
training programmes transform students 
into strong, decisive and skilled pilots, 
capable of  operating at the highest 
levels in the ever-changing commercial 
and corporate sectors. As you train you 
will experience a profound sense of  
achievement; there will be many milestones 
to look back on for the rest of  your life – 
your first landing, your first solo flight, your 
first cross-county flight, to name a few.

Courses and Qualifications we offer
 l  Private and Commercial Pilot Licences 

(Theory and Practical)

 l  Single engine and Multi-engine  
Instrument Rating (Theory & Practical)

 l  C-Category Flight Instructor Rating
 l  Airline Transport Pilot Licence (Theory)
 l  Basic Gas Turbine Knowledge (Theory)
 l  Multi-crew Integration Course for 

airline preparation

Why train in Auckland, New Zealand?
Located at Ardmore Airport, South 

Auckland; Ardmore Flying School students 
train at the busiest airport in New Zealand, 
as well as being in close proximity to 
Auckland International Airport.

Weather conditions at Ardmore rank 
among the best in New Zealand with only 
the very odd day where operations have 
to be cancelled due to adverse weather. 
The training area and surrounding districts 
also offer diverse topographic and climatic 
conditions, which create more experienced 
students, as they are exposed to real world 
and varied flight conditions.

Our training facilities include:
 l  17 Single-engine Cessna 172s (including 

aircraft equipped with Garmin 1000 
glass cockpit).

 l  3 Multi-Engine Beechcraft Duchess 
Be76s equipped with Garmin 430 GPS.

 l  Frasca Twin-Engine aircraft simulator 
equipped with 180 degree visuals.

 l  King Air Turboprop simulator with 
visuals.

 l  Briefing rooms and air-conditioned 
classrooms equipped with the latest 
electronic teaching aids.

For more information
This is a great time to get a flying start to 

your career as a pilot, with pilot shortages 
present in most regions worldwide. 
Ardmore Flying School prides itself  
on innovative thinking and an excellent 
reputation for providing well trained 
graduates to airlines and the aviation 
industry. 

To stay up to date with our news, 
photos and events:

 l  Visit www.ardmore.co.nz   
 l  Find us on Facebook or follow us on 

Twitter 
 l  Call 0800 Ardmore or email: info@

ardmore.co.nz
 l  Or come in and chat with one of  our 

experienced and friendly team members 
who will guide you on the path towards 
aviation success. 
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making dreams a reality
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dream big
and never stop

They call it Airmanship
This article was contributed by Mark Woodhouse (A-Cat Flight Instructor, 
GA Flight Examiner, CFI of the Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School, 
Boeing 777 First Officer, and owner of Waypoints Aviation). The wisdom 
herein has plenty of value for ab-initio and experienced pilots alike. 

I’VE BEEN immensely fortunate to have been trained, influenced, 
bum kicked and helped by some very good people. Many of  you 
have also been or will be, and while we probably won’t get the 
chance to pay them back, we can pay it forward.  So this is my 
attempt to pass on some lessons I have been taught or picked up 
along the way.

In the old days we called it airmanship. Maybe that term still has 
a place in aviation.

Piloting is a mix of art and science
Both aspects are important. You certainly must have the 

knowledge, skill, attitude and experience to fly safely, but listen to 
the whispers. If  it feels wrong, it may well be.

Learn from other people’s mistakes
You won’t live long enough to make them all yourself. Read 

LOTS of  flight safety material. It’s out there; you just need to make 
the time and effort to source and absorb it.

Strive for perfection on the radio
You will actually only fly with a relatively small number of  

other pilots, but every pilot you come in contact with will form an 
opinion of  you as an aviator. They will base their opinion on what 
they see and what they hear. Your radio calls tell us a lot about you.

Don’t Rush
I have learnt this from bitter experience. The best chance you 

will get to miss something, to do it only half  right or to do it 
completely wrong, is when you rush. Consequently I have a saying 
that I try to live by - “The later I am, the slower I go.”

I still occasionally fall into the rushing trap, but I try to 
remember not too.

Currency, Complacency and Fatigue
These three demons will drag down even the most skilled and 

experienced aviators. When I am rusty on a given aircraft type or in 
a given type of  operation; when I am giving the task less than my 
full respect, effort and concentration; and when I am tired, that is 
when I see my performance slipping.

Who knows whether or not this may be the day we are required 
to demonstrate just how good we are (or are not). Do the little 
things well, cos shift happens.

Type ratings
There are few quicker ways to embarrass 

yourself, maybe become famous or 
perhaps even a statistic, than by ignorance. 
Aircraft are not all built equal; they vary 
enormously, in subtle and sometimes not 
so subtle ways. Invest in quality type rating 
training. Yes it costs, but the aircraft you are 
flying belongs to someone, and they won’t 
want it bent.

In a commercial environment the 
aircraft is a means of  generating a profit, 
a money printing machine if  you like. The 
owner is not giving you the aircraft to fly 
because they know you like flying or need 
the experience. Quite reasonably they want 
to make a return on their investment, and if  
you break it because you really don’t know 
what you are doing, it will not be career 
enhancing.

Near enough is not good enough
It just isn’t. Nearly having enough fuel 

to get to your destination with reasonable 
reserves; nearly stopping before the end 
of  the runway; nearly avoiding the edge of  
controlled airspace, will make you famous 
very quickly.

I once read a poster on the wall of  an 
airline training centre that said something 
like “An amateur trains until they get it 
right; a professional trains until they don’t 
get it wrong.”

Don’t push on into bad weather
It often gets worse, and then you may 

really have to dig deep into that bag of  skill 
(or luck!).

I used to think the Darwin theory would 
eventually rid the gene pool of  those silly 
enough to scud run (pressing on VFR 
into deteriorating weather). But history 
is proving me wrong. We still seem to be 
finding those who will press on - to their 
detriment. I have, but now I don’t (I sure 
hope the future doesn’t make a fool of  me).

The first turn back or diversion I 
made was hard, the second a little easier, 
and the subsequent diversions become 
progressively less of  a big deal.

Instructors, this one is for you. 
Deliberately take your students into less 
than ideal weather and guide them through 
real diversion experiences. By all means 
make sure the conditions are well within 
your own personal limits - your student’s 
attention will have been gained long before 
yours.  You absolutely don’t want your 
student’s first diversion decision to be long 
after their ‘training is complete’.

Pressure from others is all in your 
own mind

In nearly thirty five years of  military, 
professional, commercial and recreational 
flying, I have NEVER been rung by a 
manager asking why I was late away, or did 
or didn’t do something.

Don’t worry about what you imagine 
others might think. Be your own person. 
Set conservative standards and stick to 
them. Aspire to a conservative attitude of  
prudence.

I know other old pilots will wax lyrical 
about their ability to fly low or fast or in 
bad weather. They got away with it. They 
were very lucky. Many, many of  their 
colleagues and buddies were not!

I’ll take luck over ability every time
But only a fool relies on luck. And all 

aircraft bite fools.

If you break it Fess Up!
I hate breaking things, but it happens. If  

you over-speed it, or over-temp it, or over-
stress it, FESS UP. You aren’t the first and 
won’t be the last. You will get over it.

But if  you don’t fess up, and they 
find out, or worse it breaks big time on 
someone else, you will quite reasonably 
wear the loathing and derision of  those 
around you. And it is almost impossible to 
recover from.

Humility
For most of  us this is not a natural 

characteristic, it certainly isn’t for me. But 
the longer I spend around flying the more 
important I believe humility is.

No matter how good we think we are, 
or may even be, we ALL have bad days. We 
miss stuff, we guess wrong, or we just muck 
it up. And you will never know when one 
of  these times will visit itself  upon you.

And finally, remember the famous three 
“most useless things in aviation”
- Runway behind you 
 (Always take off  and land at the 

threshold, not half  way along the strip);
- Air above you 
 (The higher you fly, the more options you 

have should something go wrong); and
- Fuel on the ground 
 (that you could have put in your tank).

Take care up there.

Mark Woodhouse
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- Instructor rating 
   continued competence
- Part 115 / 135 / 125 VFR &
   IFR competency checks
- Private Pilot Licence issue
- Instrument rating 
   continued competence
- Removal of limitations 
   ILS, NDB, GPS issue
- Aerobatic rating issue 
   and renewal

Flight Examiners 
available 
throughout NZ for:

Contact:  Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623  
Email: steve.kingsbury@flighttestnz.co.nz

www.flighttestnz.co.nz

Instructional 
Techniques 
Training Courses

King Air 
Simulator Available 
at Ardmore

Flight Examiner
Theory Courses

Flight Test
New Zealand
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WITH bases at Tauranga, Auckland 
(Parakai) and Dunedin, Gyrate is the 
professional option for anyone seeking the 
outstanding flight freedom and safety that 
modern gyroplanes provide.

Gyroplanes are now the fastest 
expanding sector of  light aviation. From 
just one 
European 
manufacturer 
more than 
400 new 
aircraft a year 
are taking to 
the skies in 
more than 
40 different 
countries. 
Clearly the 
performance, 
safety and 
reliability 
of  modern 
gyroplanes reaches well into the GA 
market but when you combine this with 
simple handling, low operating costs and 
microlight medical requirements, it soon 
becomes apparent that this is the thinking 
man’s flying machine. Economical to 
maintain and weather capable, these 
aircraft can come equipped with the latest 
glass cockpits and comfort to attract even 

the most discerning passenger. Modern 
Gyroplanes offer top quality VFR flying 
but avoid many of  the operating costs 
associated with GA aircraft. 

Students train on factory built aircraft 
equipped with radio and transponder, 
permitting operation in controlled 

airspace. 
With many 
private strips 
and grass 
airfields 
easily 
accessible 
from each 
of  the three 
Gyrate bases, 
it is possible 
to build 
confidence 
and develop 
students’ 
abilities 

to handle the wide variety of  situations 
they are likely to encounter as a general 
aviation pilot in New Zealand.  

Gyrate provides dual training on school 
aircraft but solo flying must be done in 
a student’s own or syndicated machine. 
At their main base of  Tauranga, Gyrate 
provides a one stop shop for everything 
to do with Gyroplanes. 

New gyroplanes for training look fantastic and fly better.

New: Home Delivery Gyroplanes and Training
AT Gyrate, we’re now offering a service 
to come to you and instruct, wherever 
you are. There is an additional cost 
involved but accommodating an instructor 
and covering positioning costs could 
be preferable to breaking into your life 
pattern and having all those travel and 
accommodation charges away from home. 
If  you don’t have your own airstrip then 
look around. Is there a local operator 
or airfield with suitable space nearby 
for you to train?  Maybe there is an 
option to share; could it be the start of  
a syndicate or maybe an expansion plan 
for an aero club? Experience shows that 
we can convert fixed wing instructors 

to fly a modern gyroplane in five to ten 
hours. The differences are not as great 
as you might be thinking but the flying 
attributes are outstanding. The all-weather 
capability is the highest in the microlight 
class and the high wing loading provides a 
smoother ride than many heavier aircraft 
or helicopters. 

So whether you want to puchase a new 
or pre-loved aircraft from us, or whether 
you’re looking just for flying lessons in one 
of  our factory-built two place machines, 
the option now exists for us to deliver 
training (and an aircraft) directly to you at 
your local airstrip (or paddock if  suitable). 
Contact us anytime for more details. 

Fly with Gyrate   |   Tauranga   |   Auckland   |   Dunedin

0800 FLY A GYRO   fly@gyrate.co.nz   www.gyrate.co.nz

- Simple
- Efficient
- Portable
- Low cost
- NZ CAA Approved

IFR Flight
Simulators
that are:

Contact:  Steve Kingsbury on 07 866 5623  
Email: info@simflight.co.nz

www.simflight .co.nz

VISIT OUR WEBSITE
FOR SPECIFICATIONS

AND AVAILABLE OPTIONS

Sim Flight
New Zealand

6

office@airlineflyingclub.org.nz           09 298 4740



www.kiwiflyer.co.nzKiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 4140       41KiwiFlyer is focused on the New Zealand aviation community and marketplace.  Call us to discuss how we can help your business.

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training KiwiFlyer

Get on board!
with Aviation Gateway
FEW things capture people’s imaginations like flying. Whether it’s 
watching a jet race overhead, seeing hi-tech planes in the latest big-
screen action movie, or the excitement of  jumping on an airliner, 
the freedom of  flight is fantastic. And some people want to take it 
further, with the ultimate ambition to be a pilot.

Young New Zealanders who dream of  learning to fly can 
become fully-fledged commercial pilots at one of  several tertiary 
institutions. 

Only problem is, it’s an expensive career to take off  with if  
you’re not 100% certain it’s where you really want to land, or if  
you’ve got what it takes to fly.  

It’s one reason why ServiceIQ’s Aviation Gateway Flying 
Programme is proving the perfect place to start. Gateway is a 
programme for school age students in year 12 or 13 who think they 
want to become a pilot or have a career in the aviation industry.

It’s a great opportunity to try it before you commit to spending a 
lot of  money in professional training.

The course structure is really simple. It covers a whole range of  
topics but not in-depth so it’s easy to understand the different roles 
and how the different parts of  the aviation sector work together.

The programme is co-ordinated with some local aero clubs for 
the structured flight training course, and works closely with the 
airline industry for the rest of  the course content.  

One day, you’ll be learning to fly: how to take off, use your hands 
on the controls and apply the power. You’ll get to do most of  the 
flying, apart from landing. On other days, you could be one of  very 
few people in the world who get to experience first-hand what goes 
on in the Control Tower. 

You just can’t get access to these places unless you’re on the 
Gateway Programme. It literally opens doors to a fascinating world 
most cannot enter. 

You’ll also visit and hear from experts in many other areas of  the 
aviation sector.

Our brief  to the workplace is straightforward: they explain to 
students what it is they do and how it fits into the aviation sector. 
We’re talking about Air Traffic Controllers, Air New Zealand pilots, 
Aircraft Engineers, and Rescue Managers.   

The programme is a phenomenal success. At just over six years-
old, it’s helping students go even higher. 

Over the years, a number of  students who have attended our 
Gateway programme have gone on to complete tertiary training and 
achieved their dream to be a commercial pilot. 

An advantage of  Gateway can come when students apply for 
this next step. Assessors at the pilot training organisation see 
that the applicant has shown real motivation, and can check their 
attitude and hand and foot skills with the Gateway instructors.  

The result of  ServiceIQ’s programme is always a good one 
because students get all round industry exposure and can find out 
early whether it’s something they are suited to and want to pursue.

To get a student’s career off  to a flying start in 2016, and find 
out if  your local aero club offers Aviation Gateway, talk to the team 
about ServiceIQ’s Aviation Gateway Flying Programme, on 
0800 863 693 or email: schools@ServiceIQ.org.nz  

A Personalised Approach
Southern Wings is not a big and impersonal organisation 

where people get lost or where you become a number; that’s not 
the Southern Wings way. We are interested in quality, not student 
numbers, and we don’t aspire to be the biggest, just the best. Our 
business is not based on economic growth; it is based on student 
achievement. And our instructors are passionate about flying 
and all things aviation; they are here because they want to share 
that passion and their experience with the next generation of  
professional pilots. 

The process of  choosing a profession and then a career path 
into that profession can be quite overwhelming for a young person. 
A lack of  worldly experience, knowledgeable mentors and plain 
English information can make the process even more perplexing. In 
the case of  aviation there is also the added anxiety that comes with 
securing the financial resources to complete the necessary flight 
experience, and the academic requirements required to achieve an 
aviation qualification that will lead in to employment as a pilot.

Southern Wings is aware of  all of  those difficulties. We’ve 
been around long enough to have covered that ground and walked 

Best of both worlds 
at Southern Wings

that path with hundreds of  students. For Southern Wings the 
process begins with a concerted effort to address the requirement 
for information and to ensure that our staff  provide an offer 
of  guidance in the role of  mentors. To that end we run regular 
information days but often the exchange of  information and 
mentoring is more personal, between Southern Wings staff  
members and an individual or the candidate and his or her family.

Air NZ Preferred FTO
Perhaps the most appealing thing about Southern Wings 

for student candidates who are eyeing up a profession as an 
airline pilot is that we are an Air New Zealand Preferred Flight 
Training Organisation (FTO), providing an integrated course of  
training leading students into training and career opportunities 
with the airline. In essence training with Southern Wings to gain 
your aviation qualifications puts you many steps down the track 
towards employment with the airline. Air New Zealand require 
standardisation of  policy and procedures and even navigational 
systems in advanced training aircraft. We can say that we as a flight 
training organisation meet the exacting standards set by the airline.

What is the most important thing we want you to know about Southern Wings 
as a provider of aviation qualifications in New Zealand? It is that above all, we 
care about you and your journey into a career as a pilot, from beginning to end.
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themselves into the RPAS operating regime and people wanting 
to use RPAS as part of  their business must now, as per CAA Act 
Part 102, pass a suitably endorsed RPAS training course. Massey 
University now have a specific RPAS pilot course not to focus on 

the intricacies of  actually flying the RPAS, 
but to get the individual really thinking 
about the airspace environment, other 
airspace users and most importantly, 
safety. 

Airshare
Providing a “UAV Hub for New 

Zealand” is Airshare (www.airshare.co.nz). 
This is an excellent platform to raise 
awareness of  RPAS user responsibilities, 
to support flight planning and to simplify 
operating in controlled airspace. However 
Airshare cannot alone be used to entirely 
mitigate risk. For example; Airshare 
doesn’t necessarily allow for non-
published airstrips and aerodromes of  
which there are many, especially in use for 

low level agricultural operations. Airshare also focuses on the 4km 
aerodrome boundary, but there are further threats than this such as 
low flying zones, special airspace, and popular corridors. Consider 
too, the typical flying taking place below 400 feet which could 
include agricultural work, or RNZAF operations.

RPAS training required by Civil Aviation Authority
CAA NZ has now promulgated CAA Rule Part 102 with 

the specific objective of  “addressing the immediate safety risks 
associated with the use of  Unmanned Aircraft Systems, and to 
take steps to achieve compliance with international standards and 
recommended practices with regard to unmanned aircraft.”

The reality was that the extant rule, namely CAA Rule Part 
101 was inadequate for the rapidly growing numbers and uses of  
RPAS and their ever increasing operational capabilities. Rule Part 
102 now provides for operators who may wish to operate outside 
the scope of  Part 101, to become certificated. Pilot training is one 
of  many facets of  an RPAS operation requiring procedures and 
documentation in an exposition submitted to CAA for approval 
under Rule Part 102.

Formal RPAS training programmes will surely become more common in the 
near future. Leading the way in this area are Massey University School of 
Aviation. KiwiFlyer asked Massey’s Manager Business Development and 
International Programmes, Anke Smith, to elaborate. 

REMOTELY Piloted Aircraft Systems 
(RPAS) is now the official terminology 
covering Remotely Piloted Vehicles 
(RPV), Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
(UAV), Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS), 
Unmanned Aerial Combat Vehicles 
(UACV), and “drones”, etc. 

Kiwis are taking to this relatively new 
and exciting aerial phenomenon and 
there are already many innovative uses 
for RPAS, both rudimentary and some 
that are very sophisticated. RPAS is set to 
become a significant sector of  the aviation 
industry. An ever-increasing number of  
small RPAS have been appearing in the 
public arena. The potential is obvious that 
many of  them may be flown by people 
who do not have any knowledge of  the aviation environment, let 
alone the rules and regulations that pertain. 

All RPAS operations until recently have been governed by rules 
designed for model aircraft. These rules, overseen by Model Flying 
NZ, were intended for enthusiasts who operate in a recreational 
manner at model clubs where knowledge of  the operating rules 
is required for membership. This has worked safely in the past. 
Unfortunately, the increase in the availability of  RPAS to a vast 
range of  users, relatively few of  whom are affiliated to model 
aircraft clubs, has seen a sharp increase in safety issues arising 
from a lack of  awareness of  the rules. This ignorance creates the 
opportunity for a catastrophic incident if  not controlled through 
proactive education and training to ensure a safe environment is 
maintained. 

A Jumbo jet approaching Heathrow airport recently had a near-
miss with a RPAS. The reality is that anyone who intends to fly or 
operate RPAS, whether for fun or for business, should invest into 
professionally delivered training that will introduce them to their 
legal requirements and good operating practices. Even experienced 
aviators of  manned aircraft need to spend some time refocusing 
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RPAS Training at Massey University School of Aviation 
Massey University School of  Aviation has been involved with 

RPAS research for some time now, particularly into their military 
application as part of  the ‘air power’ rubric. However, it was the 
NZ Army who first requested that Massey provide education and 
training to individuals about the safe operation of  RPAS. The 
challenge with this group was to get them thinking more like airmen 
than soldiers and instilling some third-dimension perspective 
while developing that vital element of  airmanship which combines 
knowledge with common sense and good practice (SOPs). This first 
group completed a full PPL(A) as they were going to be operating 
particularly sophisticated equipment, albeit not in the league of  
some of  our very good friends abroad. 

A second training requirement arose from Massey University 
Agricultural Scientists using RPAS to undertake research and 
deliver biometric assessments to clients. They approached the 
School of  Aviation as they felt out of  their depth with maps, AIPS, 
NOTAMS, radio procedures and all the other aviation jargon. 
Completing the previously used PPL(A) syllabus was not practical 
for the numbers of  trainees involved. So Ryan Hellier and Jimmy 
Scott, both Massey University fixed-wing Flight Instructors set 
about consulting with CAA, RPAS users and other manned airspace 
users. They designed and delivered a specifically prepared course to 
bridge the gap between RPAS operators and aviators. The Massey 
RPAS Course has now grown into a fifteen module syllabus centred 
around safe operating practices and featuring hands on scenarios 
and practical demonstrations by industry experts. 

The final three Massey University courses for 2015 are scheduled 
for 4/5 September, 9/10 October and 21/21 November 2015. 
These courses concentrate on introducing RPAS operators to 

RPAS Training at Massey University School of Aviation

contributed by Anke Smith
aviation regulations and safety processes that have been designed 
to enhance the safety of  RPAS operations. The courses have been 
created and are delivered by Bachelor of  Aviation graduates now 
employed by Massey University as Flight Instructors. 
Graduates of  these courses will be able to:
 l  Interpret aviation documents and regulations and apply these 

to their operation,  
 l  Understand the conduct required to operate RPAS in line with 

aviation best practice, 
 l  Identify threats to their  operation and develop methods of  

mitigation, 
 l  Practice and comprehend  radio telephony procedures and
 l  State the basic principles of  radio telephony operations. 

The courses include practical demonstrations of  pre-flight 
planning, regulations and correct operator conduct. In addition a 
familiarisation visit to the Palmerston North Air Traffic Control 
Tower is scheduled during the 2–day courses. 

Reflecting the School of  Aviation’s commitment to ‘scenario-
based’ learning, course participants will be challenged to resolve a 
number of  scenarios directly pertinent to safe operation of  RPAS. 

Finally, following the 2-day course candidates will be assessed 
via a series of  multi-choice and short answer questions conducted 
using Massey’s online STREAM web-learning facility. A minimum 
grade of  70% is required to pass the course. Successful completion 
of  the courses will see candidates receive a ‘Certificate of  
Completion’.

Massey University also offers ‘RPAS Introduction to Regulations 
and Operator Conduct’ courses for groups of  10 persons or more 
in locations around NZ if  required (group rates apply).

For more information visit www.massey.ac.nz/RPAS

FLIGHT   TRAINING

More safety.  More utility.  More fun !

Christchurch Helicopters introduces revolutionary 
safety standards with the new Guimbal Cabri G2. 

Train with New Zealand’s most experienced Cabri operators. 

Limited student numbers ensure personalised career training.

Contact us for PPL and CPL training, Type Ratings for 
G2, R22, R44, Night Ratings and Instructor Ratings.

Christchurch International Airport
Contact Rob:   P: 03 359 6891   M: 027 316 8444  

0800 FLY HELI (0800 359435)   E:  info@pacificaircraft.co.nz

www.ChristchurchHelicopters.co.nz

CHRISTCHURCH 
HELICOPTERS

4-5 September, 9-10 October & 20-21 November 2015
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GRADUATES of  the School of  Aviation’s Bachelor of  Aviation  
at Massey University are not just pilots – they are aviators with 
a difference. Massey’s professional aviation degree programme 
is an innovative combination of  practical and academic studies, 
designed to produce 
professional pilots that are 
highly regarded in industry. At 
Massey, academic studies and 
flight training are integrated 
and delivered as University 
papers. Scenario-based flight 
training (a competency-based 
methodology) is employed as a 
standard approach, and flight 
training is carried out in Massey 
‘s state-of-the-art glass cockpit 
aircraft by Massey trained flight 
instructors – themselves graduates of  the BAv degree. The three-
year degree course is unique in that it holds an equivalence approval 
from CAA NZ wherein University examinations are recognised 
for the purpose of  issuing licences. Massey BAv students gain 
professional licences to ‘frozen ATPL’ stage. Students involved in 
the Bachelor of  Aviation study at Massey’s Manawatu Campus and 
fly modern Diamond aircraft and flight simulators. Terrain, traffic, 
and weather patterns in the Manawatu area provide an ideal base 
from which well-rounded and highly competent pilots are formed.

Professional Degrees in Aviation
The advantages of gaining an aviation degree  

Aviation is one of  the fastest growing industries in the world 
requiring highly qualified competent staff. Severe skill shortages 
face airlines, airports & supporting businesses. To that end, 

modern pilots must be fully competent ‘Flight Deck 
Managers’.  In addition to the requisite technical 
skills, the B Av ATP (Air Transport Pilot) programme 
prepares students with the soft skills (i.e. resource 
management, decision making, threat and error 
management,)  and an understanding of  the airline 
industry that are highly valued by contemporary 
airlines. Massey University students have a wide 
choice of  academic paths they can follow, ranging 
from a professional degree in aviation, the Bachelor 
of  Aviation – ATP, an aviation business management 
degree through to higher aviation programmes to 
doctoral level. A recent addition to the portfolio 

of  qualifications  offered at Massey is the Master of  Aviation – 
Professional Practice. This new post-graduate degree is intended 
as a capstone course for post-graduate students embarking on a 
professional career in the aviation industry. Divided into two parts, 
the MAv culminates in a 60 credit ‘Professional Practice in Aviation’ 
paper. Ideal for the mid-career aviation professional, the MAv (Prof. 
Practice) offers professional development whilst extending their 
academic qualifications, enabling them to further stand out from 
the crowd. For more information: www.massey.ac.nz/studyaviation  

Massey students in a Diamond DA42 at Palmerston North.

Motueka Aerodrome
0800 83 59 43
info@tnthelicopters.co.nz
TNThelicopters.co.nz

TNT Helicopters at Motueka Aerodrome are a friendly family-run 
business with many years of experience training recreational and 
commercial helicopter pilots. PPL, CPL, Instructor Ratings, Sling 
Ratings and Advanced Mountain training are all available, as are BFRs 
and flight testing from our A-Category Chief Flying Instructor.

Motueka is a great place to develop all-round flying skills, from landing 
on a golden beach in our large low-flying area, to landing on snow in 
the Southern Alps just 10 minutes later. Busy Nelson Airport is also just 
10 minutes flying time away, providing important exposure to Air Traffic 
control operations. And Motueka sports some of the country’s highest 
sunshine hours, so there is little training downtime due to weather. 

Start dates and training schedules are flexible, so we can operate to 
your timetable if you want to learn part-time or fly in the evenings and 
at weekends. Full-time training is also available and a PPL may be 
completed in as little as six weeks.

Our rates are competitive, with R22, R44 and Bell206 on-line, plus H300 
and H500 available for ratings. Motueka is a small town that is relatively 
cheap to live in compared to major cities. Nearby accommodation is 
available and most students walk or bike to Motueka Aerodrome, 
reducing travel costs.

Best of all, we are on the edge of Abel Tasman National Park and in one 
of the most beautiful and renowned holiday locations in New Zealand, 
so you can relax and have fun when you’re not flying.

Contact us today. We look forward to getting you flying!

It’s a great place to flyFlyWest Microlight Academy is one of the only flying schools in the 
Auckland area specifically catering to microlight flight training. Earlier this 
year we introduced trike flying into our training programme, achieving 
good growth in interest and student uptake. Offering a simple, yet safe 
way to learn to fly, trikes provide for excellent local flying in scenic areas 
such as Kaipara Harbour and Muriwai Beach in the West, and the areas 
around Orewa, Waiwera and Omaha on Auckland’s East Coast. 

We will be adding further to our aircraft fleet in the near future. Under 
consideration are the A22 Foxbat and the Quicksilver GT500. This plan 
will help free up the Tecnam to be more available for pilot rental.

FlyWest are the New Zealand agents for Quicksilver Aircraft who have 
been designing and manufacturing classic microlight aircraft for well 
over 30 years. They have recently achieved SLSA category approval 
for their iconic Sport 2S design and offer this as a factory produced 
option out of their kit aircraft range. The GT500 is their lead performer 
with classic yoke control, tandem seating and a viewing platform second 
to none due to the high wing, rear engine combination, while offering 
closed, partially closed and open cockpit flying in the same aircraft!

Based at West Auckland Airport Parakai, FlyWest is well situated for 
anyone in Auckland wanting to learn to fly for leisure. With new hangars 
in the offing this summer, leisure flying activity is set up for growth at 
Parakai which offers a relaxed and enjoyable social flying atmosphere. 
The airport is the closest airfield to some 250,000 residents of West 
Auckland, and it’s not too far from other parts of Auckland either.

As well as flying for leisure, microlight flying is a very inexpensive way 
to get a ‘taste’ of aviation for anyone thinking about more advanced 
training or flying for a career. We welcome all enquiries to Richard on 
0800 FLY WEST (359 9378) or visit www.flywest.co.nz

FlyWest Microlight Academy
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Train in a Real Helicopter Environment 
with Frontier Helicopters at Whakatane
BASED at Whakatane Airport, Frontier 
Helicopters offers trainee pilots a rich 
environment from which to experience 
real-time scenarios under real operating 
conditions in real helicopter environments. 
We have experienced commercial 
instructors and the flight training business 
operates within a commercial helicopter 
business environment. 

Mountain and bush flying opportunities 
abound, being in close proximity to the 
Ureweras, the Waioeka Gorge, as well as the 
Raukumara and Kaimanawa Ranges. These 
areas are special in regard to the confined 
and rugged nature of  the flying and the 
landings we practise within. We are equally 
closely located to six different control 
zones so trainees can regularly practice 
flying in busy airspace.

At Frontier, we specialise in training 
the basics of  commercial helicopter flying 
and in helping you to polish those skills 
well. Our CPL syllabus includes a lot of  

bush and confined area work, and we teach 
long line (up to 200 feet) operations and 
practise with the grapple and bucket to 
develop future employment skillsets. CPL 
students usually leave us with between 
20 and 30 hours of  long-lining in their 
logbook. Night ratings are included within 
our CPL syllabus and we have access to 
all single engine helicopter types for rating 
completions as desired. Students can also 
expect to be taught advanced techniques 
and will have completed full touch-down 
autorotations during training so they can be 
reassured that our taught techniques work 
as well as they should. 

All basic training is conducted in the 
modern Cabri G2. This composite two 
seat helicopter represents the latest and 
safest technology including glass cockpit 
and is the first to carry EASA (European 
Aviation Safety Agency) certification. It is 
very stable to fly and allows new students 
to focus on doing well, rather than simply 

staying in control – meaning they can move 
onto advanced training much more quickly. 
Frontier are highest time operators of  the 
Cabri in New Zealand. 

Whakatane has very settled weather 
patterns and training here can take place 
nearly every day. As part of  participating 
in a commercial environment, flying starts 
early to make the most of  calmer mornings. 
We also offer first-class self-contained 
accommodation in our new hangar 
complex, at no additional cost to students 
who are welcome to borrow our hangar car 
if  they don’t have their own.

Our reputation and training affords 
students excellent employment prospects. 
Check out our website to see the operations 
we are involved in and to watch videos of  
us at work: www.frontierhelicopters.co.nz

Contact us today for more information 
or call in and come for a trial flight. We 
look forward to meeting you and to helping 
get your career underway.

Train in the latest and safest 
light helicopter, our brand new 
Guimbal Cabri G2.

Train with professional 
helicopter operators 
undertaking a diverse range of 
commercial operations.

Train in a rich flying 
environment, with plenty of 
confined bush and mountain 
work, longlining, and night 
flying all included in our 150 
hour commercial syllabus.

Train with skilled Instructors 
who have genuine commercial 
experiences to share.

Train in real-time scenarios 
under real operating conditions 
in real helicopter environments.

Train with Frontier Helicopters.
Flight Training l Charter l Lifting l Hunting l Fishing l Mustering l Surveying      
Filming l Fire Fighting l SAR l Seismic Support l Wild Animal Management    

07 308 4188 or 0800 804 354
info@frontierhelicopters.co.nz

216 Aerodrome Road, Whakatane Airport
www.frontierhelicopters.co.nz

Phone: 03 443 4005
info@u-flywanaka.co.nz

www.u-flywanaka.co.nz

Learn to fly
in beautiful Wanaka  

Flight Training

Upskilling Specialists  

Mountain Flying 

Tailwheel

Microlights

Aerobatics 

OWNED and managed by Mark and Ruth 
Woodhouse, Waypoints Aviation provides 
a comprehensive range of  study support 
material for student pilots working through 
their licence examination credits. Mark is 
an experienced ATPL ground instructor, 
currently employed as an international pilot 
with Air New Zealand. 

Resources offered by Waypoints include 
the PilotBooks series of  flight and ground 
training textbooks, Ground Courses, 
online Mock (practice) Exams, an iPhone 
flashcard App and eBooks. The majority of  
this material development has been led by 
Mark himself, who is continuing to extend 
the range as opportunity permits.

PilotBooks and eBooks
The well-known and respected 

PilotBooks series of  flight and ground 
training textbooks for the PPL, CPL, IR, 
BTK and ATPL have been authored by 
Walter Wagtendonk, Stewart Boys and 
Mark Woodhouse. These books have 
become the de facto purchase for most 
new student pilots starting their careers and 
many will be pleased to hear that Waypoints 
are presently also developing more volumes 
in the series.

Waypoints are continuing to work on a 
project to convert the PilotBooks range of  
conventional paper textbooks to eBooks. 
The first of  these to be available, Vol.7 
(CPL Principles of  Flight and Performance) 
can now be purchased from the iBookstore. 
[KiwiFlyer has recently been sampling this 
on an iPad. It’s easy to use, very elegantly 
presented, well-illustrated, and includes 
interactive question and answer sessions for 
each chapter, as well as links to Waypoints 
mock exams. Considering this is a textbook, 
it actually has a great deal of  visual appeal 
- the layout, fonts, and use of  imagery is 
really very good. Tools to view the different 
layers in the book (chapters, sections, 
questions, etc.) are all very user-friendly. 
The text is searchable, and you can add 
highlights and notes to it for your own 
reference. It’s also of  course much more 
portable than a textbook and easy to refer 
to whenever the opportunity permits. If  
you’re an iPad using aviation student, this 
is probably a study option that’s perfect 
for you. And if  you haven’t got an iPad it’s 
potentially enough justification to buy one.]

Study Support from 
Waypoints Aviation 

Ground Courses
Waypoints provide ground courses 

for the higher level professional licences 
and ratings. ATPL theory, BTK and ITC 
ground courses are run in conjunction with 
and based at the Nelson Aviation College 
in Motueka. Waypoints works very closely 
with the College.

Online Mock Exams
Waypoints Mock Exams are multi-choice 

practice exams, styled on the real ASL 
examination (similar to the old Sample 
Exams they used to make available). 
Question bank sets are available now for 
all of  the PPL(A) subjects and for BTK. 
More mock exam question banks are under 
development, with priority going on the 
ATPL(A) subjects.

Each mock exam you sit is unique, 
made up of  a set number of  multi-choice 
questions generated randomly from a large 
master question bank, covering the full 
syllabus of  each subject. All content is 
modelled on the type of  questions you may 
get in the real ASL examinations.

These mock exams are designed to 
fine tune and focus your knowledge in 
preparation for the real examination. Each 
multi-choice item comes with a syllabus 
reference and a study reference.

iPhone Flashcard App 
The Waypoints iPhone Flashcard App 

is a free App which allows student pilots 
to purchase sets of  question and answer 
flashcards for each of  the subjects, for both 
aeroplanes and helicopters, at each of  the 
licence and rating levels. The flashcards 
comprise short answer knowledge review 
questions and cover the full AC61 syllabus 
for the applicable topic, and are designed to 
reinforce previously learned knowledge in 
preparation for the ASL examination. Each 
Q&A item comes with a syllabus reference 
and a study reference.

Waypoints courses and study support 
material will help you achieve your 
flying dreams.
For more information visit:
Facebook.com/WaypointsAviation 
or waypoints.co.nz where there’s also 
a lot of free material (pilot notes and 
articles) available to download. 
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THE BENEFITS of  training, right from the start, at an 
international airport are obvious to students of  the International 
Aviation Academy of  NZ. 

Studying within a stand-out, purpose built complex for ground 
school, engineering 
and hangarage, their 
chosen world of  aviation 
surrounds students with 
the environment they’ve 
targeted for their future. 

On the one hand 
Christchurch International 
Airport offers a traffic mix 
ranging from B777s to 
10-seater commuter aircraft. 
Flight radio calls reflect the 
language of  international 
aviation, brief  and precise. 
On the other hand the Academy’s satellite field just 5 minutes away 
at West Melton provides a quiet, focused training area just outside 
the Christchurch control zone. Combined, the two airfields make 
for flexibility that’s unparalleled in New Zealand, let alone other 
countries. 

As a flight training partner for Air New Zealand, IAANZ 
offers an Airline Integrated Course run by the airline. The AIC 
(also known as the Multi Crew – Preferred Pilot Course) is part 
of  the NZ Diploma in Aviation (Aeroplane) – Airline Preparation 
qualification run by IAANZ. 

IAANZ Trains from an International Airport
Alister Dumbleton (pictured) is a recently graduated IAANZ 

pilot who gained employment with Air NZ very soon after 
completing his AIC course. Al will start his flying career with 
Eagle on the Beech1900. His ultimate aim is to fly jets long-haul. 

“Boeing777 would be ideal but I am not 
fussy!” he says. 

Flying was always something he wanted 
to do and when the time came that he could 
follow that dream he chose the IAANZ 
because it was recommended highly by friends 
who had done their flight training there. 

While training for his CPL and MEIR, Al 
said nothing beat the thrill of  a cross-country 
flight to an aerodrome he hadn’t been to 
before, nor the aerobatic training he chose to 
do and will complete a rating in very soon. 

With a fleet of  27 aircraft and three 
simulators, IAANZ is home to some 100 

students at a time, but care is taken to give personal attention to 
each student as they progress through their course. 

‘The career of  a pilot requires a determined and resilient 
personality, coupled with a strong passion for flying” says IAANZ 
Course Coordinator Helen Davies. “Successful pilots will be well 
disciplined, focused and hard working.” 

IAANZ staff  take pride in developing their students’ skills and 
seeing them go out into the world of  commercial aviation. The 
future is bright; the opportunities are boundless. Seizing them and 
fulfilling a dream is what IAANZ wants for its students.

IAANZ Graduate Alister Dumbleton is off to fly with Air NZ.
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Heliflite Charter and Training
minimum of  fuss. Once you have your 
licence and have been signed off  by our 
Chief  Pilot, we have a variety of  helicopters 
available for private hire. This means that 
you can take a helicopter away for private 
use on your own time, be it a trip to the 
bach for the weekend or just a flight around 
the city with friends.

If  you are interested in what it takes to 
learn to fly helicopters, come along and try 
one of  our 30 minute introduction flights 

in either the R22 or R44. Our Instructors 
will give you a taste of  everything, from 
pre-flight preparation through to the 
ultimate test of  co-ordination - hovering! 
Our training rates are some of  the best in 
New Zealand and we offer discounts for 
bulk training packages. 

We welcome you to swing by to meet 
the team and enjoy a tour of  our facilities at 
57 Victa Lane, Ardmore Airport. See below 
for our contact details.

TO BECOME great at anything you 
need to know your equipment inside and 
out. Based in South Auckland at Ardmore 
Airport, Heliflite not only operates 
helicopters, but also repairs, builds, and 
maintains them. We are a one stop shop for 
everything rotary, and offer a full range of  
helicopter services including maintenance, 
training and commercial ops. All of  our 
operations are certificated by NZCAA and 
NZQA.

As well as learning to fly helicopters, 
our students are able to learn about the 
maintenance that keeps them in the air, and 
our busy Part 135 charter operations also 
mean that students at Heliflite have the 
opportunity to gain valuable experience in a 
real-world commercial business. 

Our large fleet of  modern helicopters 
includes the Robinson R22, R44, and R66. 
We offer full training course packages in 
the R22 and R44 helicopters, as well as 
type ratings in the R66 and Bell 206 turbine 
machines. Our private pilot programme 
focuses on training pilots to operate light 
helicopters as safely as possible, and our 
commercial programme builds on this by 
adding practical skills that are highly valued 
by commercial operators. 

Our CPL students gain a lot of  exposure 
to commercial-style flying as part of  their 
course, and we encourage them to include a 
large amount of  R44 time (which we offer 
at a very competitive rate) as part of  their 
minimums to ensure they are in the best 
position to land that elusive first flying job. 
In the later stages of  our commercial pilots’ 
course, we treat all of  the flying as though 
it was a commercial job which ensures that 
pilots are well versed with the legal and 
operational requirements of  flying for hire 
and reward. 

Our standard CPL course includes 
two type ratings and an unrestricted night 
rating on top of  the usual minimums if  
time allows. All of  this commercial focus 
means that by the time our students obtain 
their commercial pilot licence, they are 
ready to be a valuable asset to any flying 
organisation.

We have a great team of  experienced 
and highly qualified pilots that include IFR 
rated A-Cat and C-Cat Instructors, as well 
as a professional group of  ground staff  to 
ensure that you are guided through your 
training safely, efficiently, and with the 

SCENIC FLIGHTS
HELI CHARTER
HELI FISHING

PROPOSAL FLIGHTS
HOTEL TRANSFERS
COMMERCIAL OPS

PHOTOGRAPHY

PILOT TRAINING
CAANZ & NZQA CERTIFICATED

R22  -  R44  -  R66
PPL and CPL

TYPE RATINGS
INSTRUCTOR RATINGS
NIGHT RATINGS (unlim)

09 299 9103    info@heliflite.co.nz    www.heliflite.co.nz
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International Opportunities with CTC Aviation 
CTC Aviation is a global leader in airline 
pilot training and is recognised across the 
industry for training the highest quality 
pilots, having state-of-the-art facilities 
with highly qualified instructors, and for 
sustaining strong partnerships with some 
of  the world’s leading airlines.

CTC Aviation’s current fleet of  38 
aircraft includes 16 glass cockpit Cessna 
172s equipped with a state-of-the-art 
Traffic Advisory System (TAS), 14 DA20 
Katana single engine aircraft, and 8 twin 
engine DA42 aircraft. CTC Aviation 
moved to its Hamilton base in 2004 and 
officially opened its purpose-built training 
facility in 2005. This training facility houses 
lecture rooms, briefing rooms, a crew 
room, planning and operation facilities, a 
dedicated Ground School facility and two 
fixed-base DA42 simulators.

We also have a purpose-built 
accommodation facility a short drive from 
the training centre that can house up to 
200 students in single and twin studio units. 
This accommodation facility ‘Clearways’ is 
equipped with communal lounges, kitchens, 
laundries, sport facilities and outdoor 

entertainment areas and is a great home 
away from home for our trainees from all 
around the world.

CTC Aviation’s range of  innovative 
and exciting programmes includes the 
Diploma in Aviation Flight Instructor 
Programme. This course is eligible for 
student loan funding and has a sponsored 
Flight Instructor course along with the 
potential of  a highly sort after job as a 
Flight Instructor with CTC Aviation on 
graduation. This course is a great stepping 
stone for those with little to no flying 
experience wanting a training programme 
and career path into an airline job.

Another exciting opportunity is our 
Qatar Airways MPL programme which is 
18 months long and sees you graduate as a 
Qatar Airways pilot based in Doha flying 
A320s. Qatar Airways has one of  the most 
modern aircraft fleets across a worldwide 
network. Successful applicants will be made 
a conditional offer of  employment from 
Qatar Airways and will complete their 
training at CTC Aviation’s state-of-the-art 
crew training centres in the UK and NZ.

Check out our website for more 

information on our programmes and to 
book your spot for one of  our Open Days 
at www.ctcaviation.com or give us a call at 
07 843 3304 to talk to one of  our helpful 
staff  members.

‘Clearways’ student accommodation at Hamilton

One of CTC’s Diamond DA42s at Hamilton Airport

Student Loan funded NZ Diploma courses to Levels 5 and 6     l     Contact us on 09 426 8748 or visit www.helitraining.co.nz

LOCATED JUST 20 minutes north of Auckland’s CBD, North Shore 
Helicopter Training (NSHT) is one of New Zealand’s most highly respected 
helicopter training organisations. With student loan funding available 
and approved by NZQA to offer the Diploma in Aviation to Levels 5 and 
6, and also certified as a Part 141 Training Organisation by the CAA, the 
company has an enviable accident-free track record of training ab-initio 
through to instructor pilots. NSHT ex-students are found around the 
globe, either flying their own helicopters or working in diverse fields from 
Commercial Tourism, Search and Rescue, Oil and Gas and Agriculture to 
name a few. CFI and Airline Flight Examiner Roy Crane has extensive 
domestic and international commercial and training experience including 
being the pilot for Yves “Jetman” Rossy and the Redbull stunt wingsuit 
teams when they appeared at the NZ Airshow.

Based on North Shore Airfield, excellent forestry, coastal and controlled 
zones are on NSHT’s doorstep and with the Coromandel mountain ranges 
not far away, the company offers a comprehensive training environment 
for all levels of experience.

Currently using R22s as their core trainer and with a full range of turbine 
machines at their disposal for endorsements, students are exposed to 
the real world of helicopter operations. NSHT have also designed a range 
of theory training modules including successful two-week PPL and six-
week CPL theory courses to cater for those who need to study and pass 
their exams within a tight timescale or who struggle to find the time in 
their hectic lives. 

Be awesome... Be a Helicopter Pilot

NSHT also offer range of speciality courses for those who want to improve 
their overall flying skills or as an addition once a licence is obtained. 

The company’s philosophy is for every budding pilot to “Fly the Dream…”.  
Gaining the licence is just the first step, enjoying the rewards of flying 
these great machines is quite another. The team proactively encourage 
students to hire helicopters for self-fly hire or syndicate membership. 
Students can also participate in the NZ Helicopter Championship, or 
join in the annual 5-7 day adventure packed heli-safari trips around our 
stunning country, so there really is something for everyone to scratch 
their aviation itch.

The team at NSHT look forward to welcoming you on the amazing, 
challenging and exhilarating journey of learning how to fly.
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FLYING from West Auckland Airport Parakai, XFLIGHT and 
WESTFLIGHT both operate under the direction of  current and 
6 time RNZAC Aerobatic Champion Wayne Ormrod. XFLIGHT 
is already well known for adventure rides and advanced flight 
training. More recently, in response to a demand for PPL, CPL 
and IFR training, Wayne 
has formed WESTFLIGHT  
Aviation Academy.

With the enormously 
capable Extra 300 and Robin 
2160 on line, XFLIGHT and 
WESTFLIGHT conduct 
courses to suit Student Pilots 
through to Instructors and 
Advanced Competition Pilots. 

Wayne’s philosophy of  flight 
training is to teach according 
to the needs and goals of  the 
student, as the best approach 
to training a future airline pilot 
is very different from the best 
approach to training a weekend 
recreational pilot - their ultimate 
needs and disciplines for safe aviation not being exactly the same. 
Either approach is easily accommodated at Parakai with low 
traffic and plenty of  one-on-one instructor time for students.

Predominantly using the Robin 2160, WESTFLIGHT 
Aviation Academy trains pilots from ab-initio all the way through 
PPL, CPL, Multi-engine IFR and Instructor Ratings.

If  you already have a pilot licence and are ready for some 
advanced training, or just keen to try something challenging and 

different, then consider having some specialist aerobatic, spin, or 
upset recovery training. These are skills that should be maintained 
by all pilots but for obvious reasons are infrequently practiced. 
If  you would like to improve your capabilities, confidence, and 
safety in the air, then specialist training from XFLIGHT is 

available for all levels of  skill 
and daring, at a very reasonable 
cost. Examples of  courses 
offered include:

Aerobatic Rating
This course includes ground 

school, all landing fees and 
Airways charges, briefing 
and assessment fees and a 
minimum of  8 hours flight 
time in the Robin 2160.

Spinning and Upset Recovery
This is an introductory 

certificate in spin recovery 
which meets the NZCAA 
C-Category Flight Instructor 

spinning experience requirements including 2 hours flight time.

Tail Dragger / Extra 300 Ratings / Renewals / Rides
Other training on offer includes Citabria and Extra 300 type 

ratings, Recreational Pilot training, Aerobatic BFRs, and an 
introduction to tailwheel course is also available. XFLIGHT also 
specialises in some unique and memorable adventure rides to suit 
all tastes - from Mild to Wild. (Gift certificates available).

Flight Training and Adventure Flights from Mild to Wild at West Auckland Airport Parakai     
                    XFLIGHT:  021 436 723 flightdesk@XFLIGHT.co.nz www.XFLIGHT.co.nz
           WESTFLIGHT: 0800 937 835  bookings@WESTFLIGHT.co.nz www.WESTFLIGHT.co.nz

XFLIGHT’s Extra 300 flies around the Robin 2160 over Auckland.

CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  |  WWW.CAC.CO.NZ Mitchell: 021 453 410            E: admin@newzealandaviation.com           www.newzealandaviation.com

Train at Matamata with
New Zealand Aviation

Personalised PPL, CPL 
and MEIR Training

No wasted taxi or holding time

Controlled airspace is only 
moments away

Focused and cost efficient

Variety of single and twin
engined aircraft available

Owned and run by airline pilots 
with industry experience

spanning over four decades

With a low student to instructor ratio, one-
on-one mentoring is possible for all learners 
and training can be tailored to suit each 
individual’s requirements.

We currently offer training at all levels from 
PPL through to MEIR using our single engine 
trainers and the Tecnam P2006T Twin. We 
have an excellent flight safety record and a 
100% first-time licencing exam pass-rate.

So, whether you are looking to indulge in 
recreational flying or seeking pathways to a 
career in aviation, please get in touch with 
Mitchell at New Zealand Aviation.

Our Mission at New Zealand Aviation is to 
educate and empower the next generation 
of professional aviators. Owned and run by 
professional pilots, the team at NZ Aviation is 
dedicated to passing on our passion for flying 
to our students.

All our Senior Instructors come from an 
airline background and are committed to 
emparting the knowledge they have gained, 
to their students. We are based at Matamata, 
a low-traffic movement airfield allowing for 
faster, safer and more efficient training. 
Hamilton and Tauranga are minutes away, 
for advanced training in controlled airspace. 

LOCATED AT HAMILTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT  
0800 NZ HELI  .  INfO@NZHELITRAIN.CO.NZ

www.NZHELITRAIN.CO.NZ

l Quality helicopter pilot training

l Build your aviation career 
 with our team of highly 

dedicated and professional 
helicopter pilots

l Private / Commercial /
 Instructor / Turbine / 

Unrestricted Night Rating

l Part 135 FCCC checks / 
 Biennial Flight reviews / 

Advanced Training

l Modern purpose built training 
facility within controlled airspace 
at an international airport

l Introductory trial flights from 
$450 - Your chance to take the 
controls and get your first taste 
of flying a helicopter!
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NZ Warbirds Hangar Happenings
THE SUCCESS of  any organisation is to ensure it remains 
‘connected’ with the present and relevant to the future. The NZ 
Warbirds Association is no different and an important Committee 
task is ensuring the Association achieves these goals. With this in 
mind the Committee has been conducting a ‘Future Review’ to 
set goals for the next five, ten, and fifteen years. We started with a 
review of  our base location, considering options from Whenuapai 
to Hamilton - and Ardmore came out the ‘winner’, which led to the 
current challenge; hangar and club accommodation. 

The Association developed the Visitor Centre at the Ardmore 
Hanger in 2010 as a ‘Front Door’ to showcase the growing 
collection of  memorabilia and to display our members’ collection 
of  aircraft. The facility has been well received and now has a regular 
visitor attendance, among this school groups learning the history of  
military aviation.

This was acknowledged as a first step of  overall ‘future plans’ 
and after five years it was appropriate to review the visitor centre 
with a plan for enhancement. It was decided to improve the hangar 
functionality and the aircraft displays. This has been achieved by 
renovating the remainder of  the hangar area and relocation of  
the static aircraft to this area. The renovation has included partial 
lining of  the hangar walls and preparation and painting of  the floor. 
As anyone with experience in voluntary organisations will know, 
finance is always challenging so the majority of  this work has been 
completed by voluntary labour.

Under progress is the relocation of  aircraft. The static A-4 
Skyhawk and Macchi trainer will be placed in the renovated area 
with an aim for an additional jet fighter. Added to this will be a 
‘flying’ Strikemaster and L-39 Albatross to make up a variable 
display of  jet aircraft. In the open end of  the hangar we will display 
a variety of  historic flying aircraft. Befitting of  the Association’s 
purpose, this will include a P-51 Mustang, P-40 Kittyhawk, 
deHavilland (Antarctic) Beaver plus of  course a Harvard, 
Chipmunk, and Tiger Moth. The intention is to rotate displays with 
a regular ‘featured’ activity (for example aircraft maintenance) so 
there will be a compelling reason (excuse) to re-visit. 

It is also our intention to display a variety of  aircraft engines 
and other components as they become available, all this in a visitor 
friendly layout to enhance the visitor experience. The majority of  
this work will be completed by the time you read this article!

To accommodate the above, the Association has taken 
possession of  a further facility to hangar the other operational 
aircraft. This ‘No 2 Hangar’ is across the tarmac from the now ‘No 
1 Hangar’ and will be available to visitors to view. It will house the 
majority of  the Harvard fleet and other members’ aircraft which 
have been scattered around Ardmore at various locations.    

As I mentioned earlier, this is part of  an overall development 
strategy to serve the Association into the future. It has long 
been acknowledged that the current hangar has shortfalls in 
‘convenience’ and we have a diverse property portfolio at Ardmore. 
The medium term aim is to concentrate our developments at the 
clubrooms site with a programme of  staged hangar development. 
The ‘No 2 Hangar’ is really to test the waters; if  it proves a viable 
concept then the Association will have confidence to move ahead 
with an eventual million dollar program.

A further strand of  this development is a renewed association 
with MOTAT with an aim that both organisations have 

NZ Warbirds

contributed by Frank Parker

THIS year’s Aviation Conference week in Queenstown, 29 June to 
3 July, attracted over 350 delegates and speakers from New Zealand, 
Australia, Canada, Singapore and the United States; 38 trade 
exhibitors, primarily from New Zealand and Australia; and 430 to 
the Gala Awards Dinner.

The feedback has been very good. Yes, there were a few issues 
with the sound system at the gala dinner but the calibre of  speakers, 
the networking and the fun social times made this a conference to 
remember.

There was a distinct ANZAC theme to the conference, only 
fitting given the 100 years of  mateship and togetherness with 
our Australian friends. This was reflected in the speakers, which 
included new CASA Director Mark Skidmore AM on his first 
official visit to New Zealand, and Group Captain John Davidson 
CSC from the RAAF; the Australian Agricultural Aviation 
Association holding its 2015 conference with the NZ AAA and 
Aviation NZ; and the number of  Australian trade fair participants.

Queenstown attracts around 2 million visitors each year.  It is the 
birthplace of  world-first innovations such as commercial jet boat 
racing and bungy jumping.

Queenstown Airport is one of  the fastest growing airports in 
Australasia. With 1.4m passengers a year, it is the 4th busiest airport 
in New Zealand. The Airport is a very busy helicopter base and 
is heavily used by fixed and rotary wing aircraft for ‘flightseeing’, 
especially to Milford Sound and Mount Cook.  

In 2014, Queenstown Airport was named Major Airport of  the 
Year by the New Zealand Airports Association. This recognised 
the airport’s major achievement in securing approval from New 
Zealand’s Civil Aviation Authority and Australia’s Civil Aviation 
Safety Authority for after-dark flights into the airport.

Queenstown is a tremendous place for a conference.  We knew 
this long ago and it was reaffirmed by the aviators this year. There 
was great snow on the skifields, good shopping in town, delicious 
foods in restaurants, bars open until late and many interesting 
activities for partners. Rumour has it that many partners are now 
much more knowledgeable about wine. 

But back to the conference:  a real highlight was Dr Tony Kern, 
Convergent Performance from the United States who talked on 
Human Factors. Tony reasoned that even with Certification, QMS 
and now SMS, the reason that all sectors of  aviation worldwide 
have plateaued in their attempts to lower accident rates is because 
not enough emphasis is being put on pilot performance. 

Aviation New Zealand

His view is that pilots have to take more ownership and strive for 
perfection in everything they do and they start this process by being 
absolutely compliant with flight safety rules (CARs). In his view, 
they have to stop normalising deviation from rules and practice 
making no mistakes. There was much more than this but you could 
have heard a pin drop in the room for a full one and a half  hours. 
While Tony is an expert in human factors in high risk industries, he 
also makes you ask questions about yourself.

While Tony talked to the NZAAA and AAAA, his messages 
were relevant to the whole industry. Attendees at his session 
were buzzing for days afterwards. It was the ‘must attend’ of  the 
conference.

There were many other excellent speakers including:
 l Bruce Peterson, Aerospread, gave a very moving report on the 

implications of  an accident – both financial and emotional;
 l Martin Hawes, Financial advisor and author, presented on 

financial stability in retirement and how to go about releasing 
capital out of  your business – how you can enjoy 20 good 
summers;

 l Alan Beck, Beck Helicopters, spoke about the importance of  
professionalism in business, what this allows you to do and the 
advantages you can get over competitors;

 l Chris Thomson, Callaghan Innovation, talked about the safety 
expectations that need to accompany UAV industry growth 
and the business implications of  incorporating this sort of  
technology in manned aviation businesses;

 l Geoff  Ensor, Department of  Conservation, talked about the 
potential of  growing aviation in the Conservation Estate. Some 
interesting business opportunities; and

 l Ed DiCampli, Helicopter Association International, brought a 
global perspective to proceedings.
The black tie Gala Dinner at the Skyline on the Wednesday 

evening introduced some formality. Gorgeous ladies, black tie or 
kilted or smartly dressed men – no overalls in sight! A great trip 
in the gondola during daylight, then the surrounding snow capped 
mountains coloured pink in the setting sun, a glorious golden 
moon rising over the Remarkables, the stars and then the lights of  
Queenstown twinkling below. It was a fantastic time to be involved 
in aviation!

The awards made at the gala dinner were as follows. 

Aviation NZ Award Winners:
Individual Award: David O’Reilly, ex Governance Board member
Company Award: Callaghan Innovation
Richard Pearse Innovation award: Aeronet (Module) Ltd

Director CAA Awards:
Instructor Award: Carlton Campbell, CAA
Safety Award for an organisation: Southern Wings
Individual Award: Peter Vincent

ServiceIQ Excellence in Training and Training Support
Ravensdown Aerowork, Wanganui

NZ AAA Best Trade Stand 
Powervamp Pacific (awarded on Thursday evening)

The next aviation conference week will be held about the 
same time in 2016.  An announcement will be made soon!

Aviation Industry Conference Review
contributed by John Nicholson
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complimentary activities and visitor appeal, such that aviation 
minded visitors to MOTAT will be interested in also viewing our 
displays and aircraft. Eventually we would like to develop a New 
Zealand Aviation Heritage Trail for ‘plane spotters’ to follow from 
North to South, or indeed vice versa. 

We will keep you posted on developments as we work to make 
the NZ Warbirds Visitor Centre one of  the ‘must dos’ for visitors 
to the Auckland area.

Fly pasts
AS AN ex-military person I receive regular email advice from NZ 
Defence for past and present service people who have ‘passed 
away’. An unfortunate consequence is an almost daily advice of 
WW II service men who have called the ‘last post’, many of them 
past airman. Personally these folk are of my father’s generation; for 
those a few years younger your grandfather’s generation. 

As is befitting for old airmen the NZ Warbirds Association often 
receives requests to make a flypast at the ‘Service’ and a notable 
number of these have been conducted in the past few weeks.

25 June at Whangarei
Flt Lt Lindsay Robinson DFC.
RAF Bomber Command; 149 Squadron. Lindsay flew over many 
missions over occupied Europe.

20 July at Auckland 
Fg Off Maurice (Morrie) Hammond.
Morrie was a flight instructor at CFS flying Harvards. 

4 August at Auckland
Sqn Ldr Jack Stafford DFC.
‘Jack’ joined the RNZAF in 1942 at the age of 20. In 1943 he was 
posted to No. 486 (NZ) Squadron flying ground attack missions 
over France in Typhoons. In 1944 the Squadron was re-equipped 
with Tempests. He is credited with destroying (among others); 
Me 262, Bf 109, FW 190 and 8 V1 flying bombs.

8 August at Tauranga 
Sqn Ldr Les Munro CNZM, DSO, QSO, DFC. 
Les was the last surviving ‘Dam Busters’ pilot and Patron of the 
Bomber Command Association. He flew over 54 missions, and in a 
2006 interview said  “…I would be the first to admit that I was pretty 
lucky…”

15 August at Auckland   
Gordon Vette ONZM. 
Gordon joined TEAL as an engineering apprentice in 1948 and 
started flying training with the Auckland Aero Club at the same time. 
He completed a Short Service Commission with the RNZAF as a 
flying instructor before embarking on a career with Air New Zealand. 
He is highly regarded for his work in the ‘Human Factors’ side of 
aviation, his tireless ‘Erebus Crash’ investigations’ and as a pilot 
advocate.

New Zealand Warbirds is proud to honour these Airmen in their 
last farewell. It is traditional to fly a  ‘Missing Man’ formation, 
where one aircraft breaks out of a close formation. The ‘break-out’ 
symbolic of the departing soul and the gap in the formation the loss 
of a comrade.
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contributed by John Nicolson

The day after - a very lucky, unlucky Keith King and his critically damaged Pawnee. 
Note the loader driver’s viewing canopy/nook under the opened hopper lid - the 

prop is at Keith’s right leg. (Photo via Keith King.)

Thames Aerial Topdressing’s ag. pilot Keith King (see KiwiFlyer 
Issues 39 & 40) had been with the company for two years when, 
in December 1967, he was landing on the fiendishly steep Puriri 
airstrip (Thames) for the first time in his Pawnee CIX.  

“We had just finished a spraying job nearby,” Keith explains, 
“and decided to relocate a few parts of  our spraying plant in CIX 
for the next job off  the Puriri 
airstrip.” Keith said that he had 
flown past the strip a few times 
prior and noted that it looked 
quite steep. With Keith’s loader 
driver, Rex Morgan, seated 
in his little nook up front, he 
approached the Puriri strip in 
a powered-up fashion for an 
uphill touchdown.   

Pawnee CIX accident
Keith arrived at his chosen 

landing spot, at which time he 
realised the true steepness of  
the strip and applied full power 
to the Pawnee in order to get 
over the ridge ahead to the 
loading bay. But the Pawnee 
lost energy - and stopped! Early touchdowns were, evidently not 
uncommon on that particular airstrip. Keith held the plane where 
it was on the brakes. “Rex slid out of  his seat,” Keith said, “and 
ran round and grabbed a wing tip and I pivoted CIX around to be 
facing at an angle down the strip.” Without further drama, he was 
airborne and was soon setting up for another landing as Rex walked 
up to the loading bay. Keith landed safely and they unloaded the 
equipment - and then made ready to take-off. 

“I walked to the lip to survey the situation and decided that I 
would approach it at an angle so as to see ahead and down, which 
was not easy because of  the Pawnee’s long nose.” Unbeknown to 

Ag. Pilot Keith King      Part 2
Keith, there had been cattle grazing on the entire airstrip area and 
the surface had become quite badly potholed in places.  

With Rex on board, Keith lined up on the selected pathway to 
the lip and opened the throttle. Once beyond the lip, he noticed 
that he was tracking leftish of  centre on the rough surface. 
“Because we hadn’t reached flying speed, the plane was bouncing 

around. I was having trouble 
correcting my line.” Soon 
after, Keith explained, the left 
wing suddenly dipped causing 
the big Swathmaster attached 
between the wheels to dig 
into the ground – and he lost 
control. “The plane veered 
sharply to the left and tipped 
over on to its nose.” CIX then 
bounced back and struck the 
ground before coming to rest 
on its wheels, facing back up 
the airstrip. The left wheel leg 
had collapsed.   

“I was able to haul Rex 
out,” says Keith, “and picked 
him up and ran like hell from 
the wreck, thinking it might 

blow up.” Keith literally dropped Rex on the ground and, when 
looking back at the wreckage, he heard him moaning and groaning. 
“What’s the matter? Rex,” Keith asked. “Shift your bloody foot - 
you’re standing on my hand!” CIX was consequently withdrawn 
from use, and Keith went on to work the Puriri strip trouble-free in 
his replacement mount, Fletcher CMH.  

Spreading recycled copper coins 
Among Keith’s first jobs in the swathmaster-equipped CMH was 

spreading, on one occasion, copper oxide at 3lb/acre, which was 
made up of  old recycled copper coins that were ground-up and 
mixed with sand and spread as copper oxide. “The copper oxide,” 
explains Keith, “was especially good for copper-deficient land 
and dairy herds. Without it, the cows would tend to get the trots.”  
Besides seeding etc, Keith was also spreading cricket bait (bad 
infestation of  same) and willow trees on river banks and waste areas 
in CMH across the Hauraki Plains.  

Choppers & spraying jobs in the UK
For the next two years or so, he was kept busy with CMH before 

switching back to his old Fletcher CDZ, which was set up with a 
‘Micronair’ attachment for spraying. For the next four years to 1974, 
Keith and CDZ were engaged mostly on pasture and weed spraying 
work. In late 1974, following a preference to move away from an 
all-fixed-wing ag. fleet, TAT Co. began operating choppers starting 
with a couple of  Bell 47G-5As. “I became operational in Bell 47G 
ZK-HHU in October 1974 at Thames, having attained my rotary 
wing rating with Bernie Lewis,” said Keith.  

Keith also qualified for his instrument and turbine ratings in 
1974 - with an eye to future prospects in airline flying. In late 1975, 
he assumed command of  TAT’s latest arrival (ex-Christchurch) in 
Hiller UH-12E ZK-HAP. While engaged mainly on crop and weed 
spraying contracts with HAP, Keith was also flying a lot of  strop/
lifting work for the Forestry, DOC and local power boards in and 
around the Coromandel Ranges. He was also carrying fencing and 
building materials to remote farms in the Coromandel.

Keith flew his last assignment for TAT Co. in HAP in early 1979, 
which involved treating some 440 acres of  thistles. In June of  1979, 
Keith and family moved to the UK and were based at Lancashire 
(nor-east of  Nottingham on the UK’s east coast) for the spraying 
season where he flew a Hiller UH-12E. The King family returned 
to New Zealand in late 1979.  

Helicopters New Zealand (HNZ) was Keith’s next employer 
based at Nelson from February 1980 where he flew turbo-charged 
Bell G47-3B1s HHB and HSD on mainly spraying work. He 
signed-off  from HNZ in June 1980 and returned for another 
spraying season in the UK with his wife Frances and was based this 
time in Yorkshire with a Bell G47-3B1. Seeing the season out, Keith 
and Frances returned to New Zealand in late 1980. 

James Aviation – Waimate
Jobs locally were few and far between, says Keith, but on 

phoning James Aviation in early 1981, Keith and his family were 
on their way to Waimate (just south of  Timaru on the east coast) 
where he flew the Fletcher ZK-EGV and Hiller UH-12E ZK-HLF. 
Keith quickly settled into his new surroundings and was kept busy 
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between the two aircraft, as well as being rated on James’ 600shp 
Cresco ZK-LTR (the first production Cresco of  late 1980). James 
Aviation sold out in mid-1983 and offered Keith the Fletcher EGV 
and support plant. “I actually wasn’t all that interested in buying it,” 
he said. He contacted Jim Love of  Central Aviation (Alexandra) 
who hired Keith for their Waimate base with Fletcher EMI. But 
sadly, Keith had a bad crash in EMI enroute to a job in March 1984. 
He remains deeply affected by the accident. “I have no recollection 
of  the crash,” says Keith, “and I really struggle to talk about it.”  He 
did not return to ag. flying. 

Zenair Zenith ZK-KLM
From about 1988, Keith and a colleague built a 100hp, two-seat 

Zenair Zenith CH-200 (ZK-KLM). The sassy little blue-over-white, 
two-place amateur-built plane was a common sight around the 
district and Keith flew KLM (as a PPL) on numerous forays into 
the North Island with Frances.  

Francis and Keith retired to Timaru where he enjoys the 
occasional round of  golf  and playing his keyboard – Keith was the 
resident keyboard player for Timaru’s St Peter’s church for 14 years 
and had also played at local weddings and funerals. Frances is busy 
with her gardens and their three married children visit them often. 



NZ’S ONe-StOp ROtARY ANd Fixed WiNG mAiNteNANce FAciLitY ALL UNdeR ONe ROOF

Buying an aircraft?  -  We can help with checks and upgrades
See us for Assessments, Cosmetics, Avionics, Modifications, and Ongoing Maintenance Programmes to Suit Your Needs.

Selling an aircraft?  -  We can complete your preparations for sale
See us for Checks, Corrosion Control, Cosmetics, CoA, and more.

Avionics, Airframe, Engines, Hydraulics, Components…      Genuine Beech, Cessna, Piper, and Helicopter Parts in stock.

Contact Martyn Griffiths P: 09 295 1630
E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com

Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore.
www.hawkerpacific.com

ZK-UFO   Airborne 
Windsports Edge X 582

THE Airborne Edge is an Australian two-
seat ultralight trike designed and produced 
by Airborne Windsports. The aircraft are 
supplied completed and not as a kit.

Having recently been taken for a fly 
by a friend with a similar aircraft, Michael 
Johnson of  Rangiora (who had been a 
fixed-wing pilot for many years), decided 
that the Edge X 582 was the perfect aircraft 
for him to get into flying again. So he 
tracked down one in Australia and set about 
getting it shipped back to New Zealand. 

Michael’s Edge features a cable-braced 
hang glider style high-wing, weight-shift 
controls, tandem seating, open cockpit, 
tricycle landing gear and a 582 Rotax 
engine. Optional extras include a cockpit 
fairing and ‘Streak’ double-surface high 
performance wing, as well as larger tyres 
to make it more suitable for rough strip 
landings.

The 10.1m wing is of  bolted aluminium 
tube covered in Dacron sailcloth and 
supported by a single kingpost with an 
A-frame control bar. The aircraft can be 
broken-down for ground transport or 
storage and assembly for flight can be 

accomplished in 30 minutes. Due to the 
openness of  this aircraft Michael likens it 
to riding his motorbike - being at one with 
your surroundings. At time of  writing he 
has 3 hours in his logbook and is looking 
forward to plenty of  recreational flying and 
exploring the countryside. 

ZK-CEJ  
ELA Aviation ELA 07S

ELA Aviation is the largest Spanish 
manufacturer of  ultralight aircraft, focusing 
on the design and production of  autogyros 
since 1996. 

Richard Fitzpatrick from Ashburton 
recently imported his ELA 07S from the 
UK. He has always loved these gyros and 
had been waiting for one to come up for 
sale on the internet. He says those for 
sale in the UK are a little cheaper than 
elsewhere due to issues with the local 
importer there and the aircraft not yet 
being allowed to fly in the UK. Richard’s 
ELA only has 52 hours in its logbook and 
he says he was very impressed when he 
unpacked it and saw it for the first time.

Powered by a Rotax 914, the aircraft 
fuselage is made from stainless steel tubing. 
The fairings are of  non-structural carbon 
fibre. The tail is also made from carbon 

fibre. Rotors are 27 feet in diameter.
Richard’s S version is designed for flight 

training having a full set of  dual controls. 
He is re-learning to fly again under the 
instruction of  Les Vincent and is loving 
every minute of  it. The gyro cruises at 70-
80mph and like most gyros, it handles well 
in higher winds and is capable of  very short 
take-off  and landing distances. Richard 
can’t believe there aren’t more of  these 
aircraft flying in New Zealand as they are 
so suited to our weather conditions. At time 
of  writing he is very much looking forward 
to going solo in a few more weeks.

ZK-MAF   
Cessna 206

THE Mission Aviation Fellowship 
(MAF) is a charity that flies small aircraft 
in developing countries like Papua New 
Guinea, Timor Leste and Bangladesh, 
about 30 in total. 

Recently arriving off  the Australian 
register for MAF is a Cessna 206 which 
will be permanently based in NZ for 
pilots assessments, pilot mentoring, donor 
recognition and promotional work for 
MAF. The aircraft has just been completely 
refurbished and is now operating from 
Omaka in MAF’s standard configuration.

ZK Register Review Profiles provided courtesy of Hawker Pacific
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contributed by Penny Belworthy ARRIVALS - May / June 2015  
CEJ ELA Aviacion ELA 07S Mr R Fitzpatrick  Ashburton  Microlight Class 2
DAX Diamond DA 42 Eagle Flight Training Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
HQB MBB MBB-BK117 B-2 Airwork (NZ) Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HYR Bell 206L-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IIH Guimbal Cabri G2 Velocity2 Aviation Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
IIJ Guimbal Cabri G2 Velocity2 Aviation Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
IMW Eurocopter EC 130 T2 Helicopters Queenstown Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter
MAF Cessna U206G Mission Aviation Fellowship NZ  Auckland  Aeroplane
PLZ Pilatus PC-12/45 Sounds Air Travel and Tourism Ltd  Picton  Aeroplane
RHW Magni Gyro M24C Mr R H Womersley  Takaka  Gyroplane
SSH Beechcraft B300 Skyline Aviation Limited  Napier  Aeroplane
SSH Beechcraft B300 Skyline Aviation Limited  Napier Aeroplane
UFO Airborne Windsports Edge X 582 Mr M J Johnson  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
YDZ Cessna 510 Brookby Quarries Ltd  Auckland  Aeroplane
TRANSFERS - May / June 2015
AMW Aeronautical Aeronca 100 U/L Wingnut Syndicate  North Shore City  Microlight Class 2
BAD Cessna A150L Undercover Brother Air Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
BOG Fletcher FU24-950M Ravensdown Aerowork Limited  Wanganui  Aeroplane
BSV DHC-1 Chipmunk Mk 22 CJL Sons Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
BWZ Cessna 172A Mr S Mckechie  Blenheim  Aeroplane
BYI Cessna 180C Mount View Developments Limited  Queenstown  Aeroplane
CBX Morane-Saulnier MS 880B Mr D G Cairney  Motueka  Aeroplane
CCW Beagle A.109 East Canterbury Aviation Limited  Temuka  Aeroplane
CGL Jodel D.112D Mr A W Payne  Auckland  Amateur Built Aeroplane
CJA Bolkow Junior Mr D G Cairney  Motueka  Aeroplane
CNA Nesmith Cougar Mr P J Locke  Hokitika  Microlight Class 2
CNG Piper PA-25-235 Drake Aviation Ltd  Rangiora  Aeroplane
DAA Piper PA-24-260 Auckland Air Charter Ltd  Manukau  Aeroplane
DEF Piper PA-32-260 Helicopter Charter Karamea (2006) Karamea  Aeroplane
DEQ NZ Aerospace FU24-950 M Hargreaves Limited  Maungaturoto  Aeroplane
DFV Cessna 177B Mr C W Mitchell  Mosgiel  Aeroplane
DHZ Jodel D9 UL Mr R J Day  Otane  Microlight Class 1
DMC Gippsland GA200 Ravensdown Aerowork Limited  Wanganui  Aeroplane
DMI Cessna 177B Mr J D McHaffie  Blenheim  Aeroplane
DMN Isaacs Fury II U/L Tail Dragger Classics Limited  Auckland  Microlight Class 1
DNK Lake LA-4 Mr S P Jackson  Auckland  Aeroplane
DNS Cessna 172M Southern Aircraft Syndicate  Invercargill  Aeroplane
DRJ Cessna A150M BRL Leasing Ltd  Nelson  Aeroplane
DXV Cessna 182P Flightline Aviation Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
DYT Aerospool Dynamic WT9 Canterbury Gliding Club (Inc)  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
ECA Rans S-10 Sakota Mr A C Reid  Fairlie  Microlight Class 2
EFA Cessna 172M Mr R Z K Aikin  Coromandel  Aeroplane
EFD Cessna 150J Mr G G Hood  Leeston  Aeroplane
EFP Piper PA-28-140 U-Fly (2014) Limited  Cromwell  Aeroplane
EUD NZ Aerospace FU24-954 Kairanga Aviation Ltd  Palmerston North  Aeroplane
FEQ Ultralight Mirage Mk.II Mr G Vissers  Tokoroa  Microlight Class 1
FGD Cessna 152 Roc On Aviation Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane
FJB Cessna 172M Mr K J West  Waiuku  Aeroplane
FPQ Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr R M Hill  Oxford  Microlight Class 2
FRG Kubícek BB22Z Mr D J Norris  Hamilton  Balloon
FWF Quickie Aircraft Q200 Tacan NZ Limited  Mount Maunganui  Amateur Built Aeroplane
GFQ Slingsby T.53B Mr P D Schofield  Drury  Glider
GGK Glasflugel Standard Libelle Canterbury Gliding Club (Inc)  Christchurch  Glider
GIM Pipistrel Sinus Mr G B Taylor  Mossburn  Microlight Class 2
GLZ Glaser-Dirks DG-200/17 Mr J G Price  Christchurch  Glider
HBS KHI Kawasaki-Hughes 369HS Glacier Country Helicopters Ltd  Franz Josef Glacier  Helicopter
HCV Robinson R44 II Mr P E Maw  Matakohe  Helicopter
HEI Robinson R44 II Opie Equipment Ltd  Silverdale  Helicopter
HER Hughes 369HS Specialist Helicopter Solutions Ltd  Palmerston North  Helicopter
HEV Robinson R22 Beta Crown Rock Farm Limited  Tapanui  Helicopter
HFF Eurocopter AS 350 B2 The Alpine Group Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HGS Hughes 369HS Campbell Copters Limited  Kerikeri  Helicopter
HHQ Robinson R22 Beta Mrs E B Cook  Omakau  Helicopter
HHX Eurocopter AS 350B2 Helilink Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HLT Hughes 269C Bushworks South Island Limited  Otematata  Helicopter
HMS Bell 206B Balclutha Helicopters Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
HOZ Robinson R22 Beta Mr G R Bolt  Putaruru  Helicopter
HPF Hughes 269C Mr S T Wilson  Clinton  Helicopter
HPX Robinson R22 Beta Mr I D Whitmore  Westland  Helicopter
HQR Bell 206B Mr J G McVicar  Ohoka  Helicopter
HQV Robinson R44 II Tasman Helicopters 2015 Limited  Motueka  Helicopter
HRO Robinson R44 II Mike Hurring Logging Limited  Balclutha  Helicopter
HSH Hughes 369D The Alpine Group Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HTQ Guimbal Cabri G2 Collective Support Holdings Limited  Whakatane  Helicopter
HTY Robinson R44 II Outback Helicopters Limited  Pongaroa  Helicopter
HUE Bell (Garlick) UH-1L Southern Heli Lift Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
HUG Eurocopter AS 350BA Vanuatu Helicopters 2012 Limited  Vanuatu Helicopter
HUJ Hughes 369FF Ruggs Holdings Limited  Greymouth  Helicopter
HVA McDonnell Douglas 500N Fiordland Helicopters Limited  Te Anau  Helicopter
HVI Robinson R44 II Mr G F I Moar  Ashhurst  Helicopter
HVL Robinson R44 Heavy Jet Limited  Howick  Helicopter
HXP Bell 206B Balclutha Helicopters Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
HYI Kawasaki BK117 B-2 ITC Leasing Inc  Japan Helicopter
HZA Robinson R22 Beta Specialist Helicopter Solutions Ltd  Palmerston North  Helicopter
ICJ Bell 47G-3B-1 Ardmore Helicopters Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
ICP Robinson R44 II Auckland Aviation Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
ICS Guimbal Cabri G2 Mr N L Stevenson  Christchurch  Helicopter
IDB McDonnell Douglas 500N Heliventures NZ Limited  Oamaru  Helicopter
IDG Bell 206B Balclutha Helicopters Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
IDZ McDonnell Douglas 500N Heliventures NZ Limited  Oamaru  Helicopter
IEE Robinson R44 Western Pacific Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
IEH Eurocopter MBB-BK117 C-2 North Shore Helicopters Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
IFE Eurocopter EC 120 B Helilink Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
IFX Eurocopter AS 350BA Southern Lakes Helicopters Limited  Te Anau  Helicopter
IJL Robinson R22 Beta Combined Helicopter Services Ltd  Christchurch  Helicopter
IJM Robinson R44 II Combined Helicopter Services Ltd  Christchurch  Helicopter
IKK MBB BO 105 DBS-4 Specialist Helicopter Solutions Ltd  Palmerston North  Helicopter
ILT Bell 206L-3 T & P Williams Limited  Taupo  Helicopter
IPH Hughes 369D Shaws Wire Ropes Limited  Cambridge  Helicopter
ISM Bell 206B Balclutha Helicopters Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
ITK Bell 206L-1 Balclutha Helicopters Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
ITL Bell 206L-4 Helicopters Otago Limited  Mosgiel  Helicopter
ITM Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Action Helicopters Limited  Upper Moutere  Helicopter
JCT Cessna 172M Bidgood Family Trust  Taupo  Aeroplane
JGK Sorrell Guppy SNS-2 Evan Grooby Family Trust  Greymouth  Microlight Class 1
JKD Titan Tornado II Mr W Hewitt  Morrinsville  Microlight Class 2
JPZ RANS S4 Coyote Mr Gubb  Timaru  Microlight Class 1
JQA Cessna 172S Martin Schiebel Family Trust  Puhoi  Aeroplane
JRX Vans RV-4 Mr S J Stephenson  Paraparaumu  Amateur Built Aeroplane
continued over page... 

NEW AIRCRAFT  |  USED AIRCRAFT  |  ROTARY AND FIXED WING MAINTENANCE
Hawker Pacific are New Zealand’s one-stop rotary and fixed wing maintenance facility under one roof at Ardmore.
Contact Martyn Griffiths on 09 295 1630,  email: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com www.hawkerpacific.com

FOR ALL Fixed WiNG ANd ROtARY 
mAiNteNANce, RepAiR ANd
AViONicS ReQUiRemeNtS,
cONtAct HAWKeR pAciFic 

AT ARDMORE ON 09 295 0665
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JVG Jodel D.18 Mr K N G Potter  Papakura  Microlight Class 2
KAT Piper PA-28-161 Dr W D Mapp  North Shore City  Aeroplane
KDM Rainbow Aircraft Cheetah Mr C R Holmes  Pukeatua  Microlight Class 2
KOL Cessna 172S Aeromotive Leasing Limited  Hamilton  Aeroplane
LPK Alpi Aviation Pioneer 300 Fiordland Aero Club (Inc)  Te Anau  Microlight Class 2
LPM Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200 Ms M Migirdichyan  Lyttelton  Microlight Class 2
LYP Britten-Norman BN2A-27 GBA Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane
MAJ Piper PA-38-112 Pratt Family Trust  Karamea  Aeroplane
MAS Cessna TR182 TR182 Limited  Silverdale  Aeroplane
MAX CFM Shadow Series B-D Max Shadow Syndicate  Temuka  Microlight Class 2
MJF Piper PA-31 Skywest Aviation Ltd  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MLW Robertson B1-RD Instructor Mr J L J Weake  Taupiri  Microlight Class 2
MSA Tecnam P2008 MBA Trust  Te Aroha  Aeroplane
MUL Maule MX-7-180A Mr S P Anderson  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
MXG Eipper Quicksilver MX II Mr S J Preest  Waipara  Microlight Class 2
NOW Piper PA-31-325 Cockles Pty Limited  Australia Aeroplane
NPG Cessna 152 Kapiti Districts Aero Club (Inc)  Paraparaumu  Aeroplane
NPH Cessna A152 Roc On Aviation Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane
NPJ Cessna 172R Skywest Aviation Ltd  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
OOI Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr R M Wooller  Auckland  Microlight Class 2
OST Avid Heavy Hauler UL Mr P L Shepherd  Tauherenikau  Microlight Class 2
PAL Piper PA-22-135 Ardmore Taildraggers Inc  Auckland  Aeroplane
PJB Cessna U206G Orthopaedic Surgical Mgmt Limited  Christchurch  Aeroplane
PMS Ultramagic S-50 Mr N Norris  Hamilton  Balloon
POR Porterfield 35-70 Mr S A Hyde  Feilding  Aeroplane
PPL Ultravia Pelican PL Dawson-Sheehan Family Trust  Whangaparaoa  Microlight Class 2
PZM PZL-104 Wilga 35 Auckland Gliding Club (Inc)  Drury  Aeroplane
RAG Rans S-6ES Coyote II Mr H D Carran  Warkworth  Microlight Class 2
RPR Europa XS DMR Partnership  Timaru  Amateur Built Aeroplane
RTP Pitts S-1 Special Mr S T Elimelech  Porirua  Amateur Built Aeroplane
SAP Facet Sapphire Mr G C Main  Christchurch  Microlight Class 1
SJW Micro Aviation Bantam B22J Mr J D Stewart  Wyndham  Microlight Class 2
SKI Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Potters Hand Trust  Mosgiel  Microlight Class 2
SRF Zenith Zodiac CH 601-XL Mr S C James  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
STX Pitts S-2B NZ School Of Flying  Christchurch  Aeroplane
SUP Tekweld Supapup Mk 4 James B. Wheeler Limited  Auckland  Microlight Class 1
TAM Cessna 421C Skywest Aviation Ltd  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
TEA Cameron V-77 Mr G Westbury  Hamilton  Balloon
TEN Eipper Quicksilver MX II Mr M C Hood  Warkworth  Microlight Class 2
THB Cessna 172S International Investments Ltd  Manukau  Aeroplane
TKQ Micro Aviation B22 Bantam ARMAC Auckland  Microlight Class 2
TPW Pacific Aerospace Cresco 08-600 Rural Air Work Limited  Otane  Aeroplane
TVG Titan T51 Mustang U/L Mr G D Marsh  Inglewood  Microlight Class 2
TZO Piper PA-34-220T Wilton Family Trust  Wanaka  Aeroplane
UWZ Robin HR200-120B X FLIGHT LIMITED  Auckland  Aeroplane
WLT Zlin Z-137T Mr R M Hill  Oxford  Aeroplane
WPO Cessna 172A Greenhill Partnership  Feilding  Aeroplane
WRG Zenith Zodiac CH 601-XL Mr A J Warner  Waitara  Microlight Class 2
WTF Tecnam P92 Eaglet U/L Opiweb Limited  Auckland  Microlight Class 2
XAF Boeing-Stearman E75 STEARMAN 03 LIMITED  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
XLB Pacific Aerospace 750XL Farmers Air Limited  Gisborne  Aeroplane
YKA Yakovlev Yak-52 Gravity Air Limited  Queenstown  Aeroplane
ZSP Partenavia P 68B Skywest Aviation Ltd  New Plymouth  Aeroplane

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please 
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 09 279 9924.

Classified deadline for the next issue is 7th October.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

KiwiFlyer Classifiedprovided courtesy of Hawker Pacific

AS355 F2 
Helicopter

ZK-iHF
Corporate configuration 

6 passenger seats.

Full details available from 
funnell@heliserv.co.nz

Also available 
AS350 FX2 
For sale or lease

AS350 SD2 
Just completing 12 year inspection

KiwiFlyer Event Guide
October through May, 3rd Sunday of each month
Turangi Aero Club BBQ 
Weather permitting from around 1100. Hosting AOPA in 
November. RV day in March (all welcome). BBQ and drink for 
$10. No landing fees. Contact Alan Turner, xpdxrd@gmail.com

November 13th - 15th 
Airline Flying Club 50th Birthday 
At Ardmore Airfield. Friday night has the Bar Grand Opening. 
On Saturday there’s an Anniversary Dinner, and Sunday is an 
Open Day at the club rooms. The Club would love to see all past, 
present and future members there. For dinner registration or 
more info, send an email to 50th@airlineflyingclub.org.nz

January 7th - 22nd
50th Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School 
Annual two-week flying school for Scouts and other young 
people at Matamata Airfield. For more information visit www.
scouts.org.nz/walsh, email walsh@scouts.org.nz or phone David 
Jupp on 021 476 676.  Also, the 50th Reunion Day will be held 
on Saturday the 16th of  January 2016.  For more information 
visit www.walsh50.co.nz

February 6th - 7th
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs
Omaka Aerodrome, Blenheim. Contact Craig Anderson 
Ph: 029 890 4910 or craig@soundsaero.co.nz

KiwiFlyer is published six times a 
year by aviation enthusiasts for 

aviation enthusiasts.
Visit our website for secure credit 

card payment, or post a cheque to: 
Kiwi Flyer Limited, 

PO Box 72-841, Papakura 2244. 

Subscribe to KiwiFlyer 
for just $30 (6 issues)

www.kiwiflyer.co.nz

The following Aircraft are offered for sale by Open Tender
ZK-HDT 1990 Robinson R22 Beta  – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 3414.9 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-320-B2C. TSO 1009.8.
ZK-HGQ 1990 Robinson R22 Beta  – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 5529.4 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-320-B2C TSO 1459.4.
ZK-HDF 1990 Robinson R22 Beta – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 9098.9 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-320-B2C TSO 389.0.
ZK-HHD 1990 Robinson R22 Beta – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time 4345.0 Hrs. Engine Lycoming O-320-B2C. TSO 1590.0. Jan 2011
ZK-HVK 2004 Schweizer 269C-1 – Location: Ardmore Airfield 
Total Time 5688.0 Hrs. Engine Lycoming HIO-360-G1A TSO 979.8. Mar 2011
ZK-HGA 1988 Schweizer 269C – Location: Ardmore Airfield 
Total Time 6008 Hrs. Engine Lycoming HI0-360-DIA TSO 45.0 2011 MR Blades Time Expired.
ZK-HVY 2004 Schweizer 269C-1 – Location: Ardmore Airfield 
Total Time 5986 Hrs. No engine and some airframe components missing.
ZK-MUM. ZK-DAD. ZK-SIS. ZK-NAN. ZK-SON. ZK-JCC. ZK-PQP parts only
Cessna 152s SIDs not done. All but PQP complete but disassembled with varying times.

The following aircraft are offered for outright sale
ZK-RSQ 1983 Piper Seneca III PA34-220T – Location: Ardmore Airfield
Total Time approx. 7366.7 Hrs. Engines LTSIO-360-KB; RH TSO 60, LH TSO 1771
Propellers McCauley 3AF32C; LH TSO 198, RH TSO 189 $80,000 + GST
ZK-UPX 1981 Piper Seneca PA34-220T – Location: Fielding
Total Time 9054.1 Hrs. Aircraft has one engine and some parts removed. $20,000 + GST

Tendered offers must be received prior to 5pm Wednesday 30 September 2015. 
Registrations of interest should be made via email or fax to the numbers below. 
For further information please contact:
Brett Sanders  |  e: brett@heliflitepacific.com  |  p: 09 299 9442  |  f: 09 299 9458  
www.heliflitepacific.com
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Hangar Sites
Available at Naumai

OTAMATEA AERO CLUB invites 
expressions of interest in building hangars 

on its airfield at Naumai, 22 km south of 
Dargaville on State Highway 12, on the 

eastern side of the Northern Wairoa River.

The 700m runway offers clear take-off and 
landing, away from any urban settlement 
and with good access by road from much 

of the Kaipara district.

The building of hangars on the property
will not involve complex bureaucracy. 

Terms are negotiable.

Contact: Secretary, Otamatea Aero Club, 
PO Box 25, Dargaville 0340 

or phone 09 439 5955.

1974 Cessna Cardinal 177B FOR SALE 

Engine 1530 TSO - Prop 1552 TSO 
4 place intercom - Excellent condition interior & exterior

2 Radios - Transponder - New Screen - New Skytec 
Starter @ 1530 - All S.I.D.s completed - Total time 

3754 TTIS hours - Always hangered.  $75,000 Neg.
Can be seen and flown at Centennial Park Airfield, 

Taupo. For more information call Tom 027 493 9272. 

About KiwiFlyer Magazine
KiwiFlyer is published every two months by Kiwi Flyer Limited.    

Editor: Michael Norton
Subscription rates: KiwiFlyer is delivered free to every NZ 
aircraft operator and aviation document holding business. 
Others may subscribe for just $30 (6 issues). Back issues may 
be downloaded free from our website.
All correspondence or enquiries to: Kiwi Flyer Limited, 
PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.
Phone: 09 279 9924 or 021 667 866  
Email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz  Web: www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
Advertising deadline for the next issue is 7th October. 
See rate card on www.kiwiflyer.co.nz
Unsolicited material is very welcome on an exclusive basis but 
none can be acknowledged or returned unless accompanied by 
a stamped, self addressed envelope. No responsibility can be 
accepted for loss or damage to unsolicited material. Opinions 
expressed in this publication are not necessarily those of Kiwi 
Flyer Limited or the Editor. All rights reserved. The contents of 
KiwiFlyer are copyright and may not be reproduced in any form 
without written permission from the Editor.  ISSN 1170-8018

contact dennis:  p. 09 298 6249  |  m. 0294 923 160  |  e. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
Visit us at Harvard Lane, Ardmore Airport, Papakura. www.DtiAircraftSales.com

International Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions for 47 years.

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

                Buy it and we will teach you to fly it !

1985 PARTENAVIA P68C   ZK-SMB     
Only 3350 hrs since new. Engines 910 TSO. High 
gross weight. Asking $299,900 +GST if sold in NZ

CESSNA 182-R   ZK-NML      
1981 Model. 2500 hrs. SIDs. King Avionics. 
All logs since new. Engine 1098 TSO. Hangared. 
Asking $149,500 +GST if sold in NZ

CESSNA 207 “SKYWAGON”   ZK-MDZ      
Rare example available now. Late IO-520 engine. 1200 
hours since factory reman 2012. 1900 TBO. 700 to run. 
Hartzell Prop. Basic VFR Avionics. Dual VHF COMS.  
GPS. 6 place intercom. Many extras. SIDs compliant. 
Asking $149,995 +GST if sold in NZ.

1974 PIPER CHEROKEE CRUISER   ZK-DOQ      
6945 Hrs SN. Overall light Beige/cream with Blue accent 
stripes. Mid-Grey & Light Grey seats. Red side panels. 
Grey carpets. 160 HP engine 1200 hrs to run. Always 
Hangared. Fresh ARA and 100hr in Aug 2013. Low 
priced & reliable 4 seater. $35,000 +GST if sold in NZ

1976 PIPER ARROW II   ZK-EKR.  
Very tidy example. Surplus to owner’s requirements. 
200 HP engine 750 hrs TBO. IFR equipped. Always 
hangared.140 kt cruise. Well maintained. Asking Price 
$85,000 +GST if sold in NZ. Serious offer considered. 
Immediately available at Ardmore. 

1980 CESSNA T210-N CENTURION II   ZK-ETI
4951 hrs SN. Superb 6 seat high performance 
transport. Great Garmin & King IFR Avionics. EFIS 
HSI. Tip tanks. 388 hours to 1600 hours TBO. 
Hangared at Ardmore Airport.
Asking $169,500.00 +GST if sold in NZ

2004 DIAMOND DA-40   ZK-MTZ      
639 hours since new. Garmin 1000 Avionics. 
Glass Cockpit - Pristine. 4 Seater.  Late technology. 
Asking $249,500 - GST inclusive (if any).

The Canterbury Aero Club is a recognised leader in Flight Training in New Zealand, providing recreational and commercial 
flight training. The Club also operates the highly successful International Aviation Academy of New Zealand, which provides 
professional pilot training to students from New Zealand and worldwide.

We pride ourselves on our state of the art facilities at Christchurch International Airport, including our high quality Engineering 
Department, which maintains our large fleet of single and multi engine aircraft to a very high standard.

We invite Licensed Engineers to join our team by applying for the full-time permanent position of Aircraft Engineer.  

The successful applicant will be highly motivated, passionate about general aviation, be a team player and seek promotion to a 
senior management role. 

This role is based at our headquarters at Christchurch International Airport. Please forward your CV with relevant qualifications 
and experience to: Chief Engineer, Canterbury Aero Club, PO Box 14006, Christchurch Airport, or to lyn@cac.co.nz

LiceNSed AiRcRAFt eNGiNeeR



EXCLUSIVE NZ DISTRIBUTORS FOR DART AEROSPACE
Free catalogues available (printed or electronic) or visit www.dartaerospace.com

Contact Martyn Griffiths  |  Manager Ardmore  |  P: 09 295 1630  |  M: 027 808 0094  |  E: martyn.griffiths@hawkerpacific.com


