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From the Editor
How lucky we are. That thought is at the front
of my mind having just put the last few articles
together on these pages within. Two of those
last few were reports on fly-ins, one at Ivan and
Sandy Campbell’s Loburn Abbey strip and the
other an autogyro gathering at Whanganui.
The over-riding theme of both events was of a
group of aviation enthusiasts getting together
for little other reason than the sake of doing so,
and enjoying a weekend of great fun, flying, and
camaraderie.
Recreational aviation in New Zealand is not
only full of opportunity, it’s also full of great
people who enjoy sharing their enthusiasm for
flying just as much as the flying itself. I know
several newcomers to the scene who have
approached clubs with some trepidation only
to be nearly overwhelmed by the welcome and
quite surprised at what a good bunch of people
they seem to have become involved with.
Fifteen or so years ago I was one of those
people getting introduced to the NZ Autogyro
Association and I never expected then, that
several of those introductions would result in
life-long friendships, but they have. I wonder if
it’s because some of our clubs do a great job of
attracting people who are in it as much for each
other as they are for themselves. This applies just
as well across parts of the industry too - which
brings me to the third reason for my opening
sentence:
Something very exciting is underway in
Blenheim as I write this. Jay McIntyre and his
team at JEM Aviation are disassembling Graeme
Frew’s (Fighter Flights Limited) Yak-3 and loading
it into a container to be shipped to, wait for it,
Reno! Yes, New Zealand has its first Reno Air
Races contestant. Graeme has kindly contributed
an introduction to the project/adventure for this
issue, and a feature article will surely follow
in due course. My earlier statement is proven
by the support Graeme started to receive the
moment he floated the idea. Labour and other
services were quickly offered free-of-charge
and when enquiring with his engine builder how
much manifold pressure he dare run without
risking his engine, he was told not to worry, the
engine builder would sponsor him one. What an
adventure Graeme and his crew are about to
embark upon. Good luck team!
There’s only enough space left to wish you
good reading, and if you’re heading to the
Aviation NZ Conference in Hamilton on 24th July
then do look me up and say hello.

Michael Norton

Editor | Publisher
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RPAS/UAV/Drone Insurance now
available from Avsure

A comprehensive and affordable
aviation insurance package is now
available for commercial operators of
RPAS/UAV/Drones in New Zealand.
Importantly, the insurance cover is
attached to the operator and not
individual aircraft, making it very cost
efficient for operators of multiple UAVs to
carry cover for their whole operation. New
Zealand aviation insurance specialists,
Avsure, welcome all enquiries to Arden
Jennings or Bill Beard on 0800 322 206.
KiwiFlyer will feature more details in a
future issue.

New ways to get a Lightspeed
Zulu.3 headset

NZ Lightspeed dealer Phil Jones has
announced a first for the headset market,
with two separate offers to convert your
existing headset to the brand’s new
flagship Zulu.3 model. The first option is
for Zulu.2 owners who can upgrade their
existing headset to all Zulu.3 features
(new ear seals, head pad, cables, control
box) plus a 2-year warranty extension,
all for a very moderate price. The second
option is for other headset owners, not
only of Lightspeed but also with models
from Bose, Sennheiser, and David Clark,
who can take advantage of fixed price
trade-in offers - provided directly by Phil.
Prices and conditions for both of these
offers are available at:
www.lightspeedheadsets.nz or contact
Phil on 0800 116 741 or by email to
phil@lightspeedheadsets.nz

Gyrate changes ownership

New Zealand’s first commercially
operated autogyro training school has a
change of ownership. Bruce Anderson
recently purchased Tauranga based
Gyrate from Tony Unwin who formed
the company more than a decade ago and
was largely responsible for introducing
significant numbers of Euro-style gyros to
the New Zealand register.
A keen (Magni M24) gyro pilot,
and also President of the NZ Autogyro
Association, Bruce has appointed wellknown commercial helicopter and gyro
pilot Elton Haakma as CFI. Together they
plan on developing new initiatives for
gyro training as well as generating more
activity within and around the growing
Gyrate ‘club’.
Bruce and Elton are both strong
proponents of the fun and safety aspects

of modern gyros and want “to see gyro
pilots excel in their abilities with the
right training”. Contact them on 0800
FLYAGYRO, bruce@gyrate.co.nz or
elton@gyrate.co.nz or visit
www.gyrate.co.nz

New harness systems, vests and dry
suits from Aviation Safety Supplies Ltd.

A new range of human sling load
harnesses and strops are now available
from Aviation Safety Supplies Limited.
Produced by LiteFlite Solutions in
Denmark, the range also offers a stainless
steel Quick Release Unit that the person
on the wire can activate.
LiteFlite products include systems
for lines inspection, ships pilot drop-off
strops, SAR harnesses, adjustable lanyards
and human slings. See www.lite-flite.aero
for the full range.
Also available from Aviation Safety
Supplies are an expanded range of Switlik
constant-wear life vest and anti-exposure
dry suit products lines. Switlik’s new
X-Back MOLLE+ life vest complies
with ETSO-2C504 for use on helicopter
operations to and from helidecks located
in hostile sea areas. The vest includes an
FR Nomex/Kevlar cover, dual-opening
zipper closure, beaded inflation handle,
MOLLE panels for mission customization
and the X-Back adjustment system.
New ETSO Pilot and Passenger
suits have an upgraded design based on
the same U-Zip-It Anti-Exposure Dry
Suit worn by USCG Helicopter Crews,
offering a variety of features for comfort
and protection, as well as zip-in liner
options providing 6+ hours of survival.
Lastly, and also new from Switlik is
a 5 year service interval TSO approved
liferaft. Some of these ranges will be able
to be viewed at Aviation Safety’s booth at
the Aviation NZ conference, Distinction
Hotel, Hamilton, 24th and 25th July.
More information from
www.aviationsafety.co.nz or contact
Lloyd Klee on 07 543 0075,
email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

Greg Vujcich Memorial Award

Massey University School of Aviation’s
Chief of Standards Paul Kearney was
awarded the prestigious Greg Vujcich
Memorial Award at the NZ Airline
Pilots’ Association (NZ ALPA) annual
awards dinner in Christchurch during
June. The award is presented by NZ
ALPA to a Flight Instructor who has
demonstrated outstanding involvement
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52
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with aviation. Specific criteria include; accomplishment of a
one-time act which has resulted in a significant advancement of
instructional technique or methodology within aviation, and;
accomplishment over a significant period of time demonstrating
excellence in instructional techniques. The nominee also needs
to have demonstrated a personal and conscious commitment to
mentor others, and demonstrated effort to impart good aviation
practice to others. Paul was nominated by Frank Sharp (Manager
Professional Programmes at Massey) who says that Paul epitomises
professionalism in all that he does - so is a most worthy recipient
of this award.

Bush Pilot book author receives medal

Back in Issue 41 of KiwiFlyer we included an article on
Mountain Flying Ops in Papua New Guinea, by Matt McLaughlin
who had just self-published a book entitled ‘Flying the Knife
Edge – New Guinea Bush Pilot’. Matt’s book has just won a silver
medal in the Australia/New Zealand non-fiction category of the
Independent Publisher Book Awards – an institution that has
been running for over 20 years and in 2017 attracted some 5000+
entries from 14 countries. Matt travelled to New York to collect
his award, the ceremony being held at The Copacabana in Times
Square on the evening of May 30th. Congratulations Matt.
Matt’s book has received a lot of praise from around the world,
and is now sold out in New Zealand however the second edition is
available from Amazon as a paperback or eBook.

Airflite Pty Ltd become Piper Aircraft dealers

Airflite Pty Ltd have become the Piper Aircraft dealers for
Australia and New Zealand. Airflite is an Australian Company,
founded in 1981 with capabilities including aircraft sales and
brokerage, leasing, maintenance, parts, and training across fixed
and rotary wing platforms. Airflite has been a Piper customer for
many years. Nick Jones, Airflite’s VP of Aircraft Sales says, “This
agreement provides Airflite with the opportunity to communicate
the benefits of Piper’s wide range of products directly to our
aircraft owners in Australia and New Zealand. As an example, we
are looking forward to introducing the Piper M600 to the market
through demonstration tours later in the year.”
More information from www.airflite.com.au

Alpi Aviation NZ Ltd

NZ’s Only Authorised Agent for Pioneer Microlight Aircraft
Contact Logan for all New and Used Aircraft Sales
and Servicing Requirements

New Tecnams pre-loaded with local Jeppesen NavData

Pilots of new Tecnam aircraft will now be ready to fly
with customised Jeppesen data at the time of delivery after an
agreement was recently signed with Jeppesen to provide digital
charts as part of the purchase process of new Tecnam aircraft.
The pre-loaded data from Jeppesen will be selected by the owner/
operator of the airplane to meet their individual flying needs,
saving them from subsequently having to go through the data
purchase and loading process on their own.
“This is a turn-key service that adds a personal touch and
a high level of service provision for those who purchase new
Tecnam aircraft,” says Walter Da Costa, Global Sales & Marketing
Director for Tecnam.
In addition to Jeppesen navigation data, Tecnam aircraft
equipped with Garmin G1000 avionics will receive a PilotPak
data bundle that includes supplemental databases, with obstacle,
terrain, SafeTaxi and airport diagrams. See www.tecnam.co.nz for
information and contact details in NZ.

Rare Warbirds Over Wanaka footage released

With the 30th anniversary of Warbirds Over Wanaka
approaching (Easter 2018), it is timely that rare and historic
footage from two of the very earliest Warbirds Over Wanaka
International Airshows has been uncovered and now released on
DVD for the first time.
The footage is of action from the 1992 and 1994 airshows and
was shot by a team from Taylormade Productions in Dunedin.
There was a limited release at the time on VHS but this is believed
to be the first time in more than 20 years that people have been
able to purchase the footage.
Warbirds Over Wanaka GM Ed Taylor says, “It’s believed ‘92
and ‘94 were the first two airshows which had a dedicated film
crew shooting the action with the intention of producing a video
for sale. There are plenty of highlights on the DVDs that will
delight Warbirds fans around the world. The 1992 version opens
with footage of airshow founder Sir Tim Wallis flying his MK XVI
Spitfire in the stunning Southern Alps up close to Mt Aspiring. It
also features a dog fight between the Spitfire and Ray and Mark
Hanna’s Me-109. The 1994 video captured a lot of the work that
goes into planning the airshow, including Sir Tim getting very
excited about some ideas he had for flying displays, explosions and
other acts to delight the crowd. This DVD also captures the first
appearance at Wanaka of Sir Tim’s Mark XIV Spitfire.”
Ed says the DVDs will appeal to a wide audience. “The plane
spotters will love seeing some of the old aircraft while others will
enjoy seeing some of the personalities and the fashions that were
around at the time.” The DVDs are now available for sale on
www.warbirdsoverwanaka.com

New Aviation Technician Training Courses
underway at Ardmore Aviation Technical

In response to industry concerns of a forecast worldwide shortage
of aircraft engineers as the present generation edges towards
retirement, Ardmore Flying School has undertaken to provide a
series of two-year aeronautical engineering training courses to be
based at Ardmore Airport.

The new courses will be operated under the branding of Ardmore
Aviation Technical. They are primarily aimed at the GA sector,
with the first course having started already, early in July 2017.
Ardmore Flying School CEO Mike Newman says the idea was
borne out of industry enquiries, noting that “the shortage of welltrained personnel across the aviation industry does not just apply
to the population of aircraft drivers, but also extends to the fixers
and the operational people.”
Programme Manager for Ardmore Aviation Technical is
experienced engineer Peter McCarty. “Youngsters these days are
very good at googling for information,” says Peter, “but they tend
to be short on practical skills. We aim to give students a really
good foundation with a big push on hand skills as well as maths,
physics and technical drawing - and making them think for
themselves.”

The course will earn students their Level 3 and 4 NZQA
certificate in aeronautical engineering, also sitting ASL exams
towards their AME licences. The second-year course syllabus
includes plans to build an aeroplane - not a kitset but from plans,
to give students maximum exposure to the basics and practicalities
of aircraft engineering.
Premises for the course are fortuitously available in the large
Ardmore hangar previously occupied by Hawker Pacific and now
NZ Warbirds’ base. Ardmore Flying School already makes use of
some offices and classrooms for its English Language school, and
Peter welcomes the opportunities the site offers.
“It’s quite symbiotic,” he says. “The Warbirds hangar has
everything from early WWI aeroplanes to an A-4K Skyhawk, the
full gambit. We’re also very lucky at Ardmore in being surrounded
by lots of industry. Every possible element of GA aircraft
engineering can be found on the airfield or a few minutes away in
Papakura.”

Enrol now for course beginning February 2018

Ardmore Aviation Technical is now recruiting for its next course
starting in early February 2018. Enquiries are welcome. Phone
0800 ARDMORE or visit www.ardmore.co.nz

KiwiFlyer mailing list update

P: 027 490 1553
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Alpi Aviation NZ Ltd. Rangiora
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It’s been a while since we have overhauled the KiwiFlyer mailing
list, something we plan to do between now and the next issue. If
you’re on our current list but your address doesn’t appear on the
current ZK register, or your paid subscription has expired, we’ll
send you a note inviting you to subscribe before the price goes up
a few dollars in September. There are thousands of entries on the
list and the matching process can become complicated, so don’t be
offended if you receive a notice in error. Just let us know by return
post or email and we’ll make sure you don’t miss an issue.
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Robinson Helicopter Company Responding
The Robinson Helicopter Company
has commenced a formal response to
recent media reporting in New Zealand of
opinion regarding the rotor head design
of their helicopters. Various statements
circulating have been damaging to the
company, whose aircraft were placed on
the NZ Transport Accident Investigation
Commission (TAIC) ‘watch-list’ in
October of 2016.
At the time, TAIC proposed that the
regulatory environment must: support
high quality training and improved
pilot awareness of mast bumping
risks, including in low-G conditions;
require the manufacturer to clearly
state the limitations of the helicopters;
and encourage use of the helicopter as
appropriate to the operating conditions.
TAIC have also stated that further
research should be undertaken into the
factors that can lead to mast bumping,
and stated that a requirement for cockpit
video recorders and/or other means of
data capture would provide useful data
to investigations. The Commission
concluded its recommendation by saying
that “the Commission’s recommendations
are seeking concerted actions by regulatory
authorities, the manufacturer, operators,
instructors and pilots to promote the safe
operation of Robinson helicopters in the
New Zealand environment; and to better
understand the helicopter’s operating
characteristics and the factors that can
lead to mast bumping.”
Many helicopter operators would
agree that the TAIC recommendations
aren’t particularly unreasonable and could
equally be applied to other helicopters
having a two-bladed teetering rotor
system. The debatable issue is more
that the watch-list was the vehicle used
for communication and this carries
connotations that have been dramatised
by media here.
Subsequently, the Department of
Conservation and Ministry of Primary
Industries have both restricted their staff
from flying in Robinson helicopters –
causing significant losses for commercial
operators of these types.
Not surprisingly, the Robinson
Helicopter Company, whilst supportive
of any measure to improve training and
safety surrounding the use of their aircraft,

8

also strongly refute statements that
have simultaneously been made in New
Zealand media regarding design aspects of
their helicopters.
Whilst “respecting the TAIC decision”,
our NZCAA maintains its view that
“Robinson helicopters are safe when flown
within the manufacturer’s recommended
limits and safety can be increased through
improved pilot training and increased
experience.” To this end, in late 2015
CAA mandated Robinson Special
Awareness Training prescribing a new
syllabus of R22/R44 ground and in-flight
training, with pre-solo dual requirements
raised from 10 to 20 hours and ongoing
training required every 24 months. And
earlier this year, CAA staff took part in
meetings in the USA with the FAA and
Robinson Helicopter Company which
have resulted in significant changes to the
limitations section of R22 and R44 flight
manuals to improve safety. These changes
will have safety benefits for Robinson
pilots around the world. However the
most memorable media coverage of this
cooperation was that our CAA was too
friendly with Robinson and by inference,
not acting independently.
The need for a formal media response
has been borne and towards the end of
June this year, Robinson Chief Instructor
Pilot Bob Muse, supported by local
Robinson dealers Heliflite and Oceania
Aviation, and accompanied by NZCAA’s
Andy McKay, held a series of meetings
in New Zealand to speak with owners,
operators, examiners, the aviation
authority and other Government agencies.
Aside from general communication
and fact finding, Bob’s message was
that Robinson “absolutely cares about
New Zealand operators and about the
misinformation and sensationalisation
of tragic accidents that have occurred”.
Bob’s goal for this visit was to “reach out
and engage with persons involved and
the misconceptions that are circulating”.
Andy McKay noted the NZCAA’s desire
to see accident statistics improve and to
work with the manufacturer and operators
to achieve this, but also that our CAA
is bound, not the least through resource
limitation, to follow whatever lead is
provided by the US FAA on the issues that
have been raised.

Bob spoke at length about the need
for education and training, and pilot
responsibility, and particularly recurrent
training.
Bob also took the opportunity to
present accident statistics across numerous
helicopter types, new and old, and with
a variety of rotor systems. Those statistics
essentially show Robinson helicopters, per
hours flown, to have a fatal accident rate
little different from any other make. One
particular statistic is that New Zealand,
since 2000, has recorded eight mast
bumping incidents – the same number
also recorded during that time in the
USA, however there are nine times the
number of Robinson helicopters on the
US register compared to New Zealand.
In addition, Bob took his audiences
through examples of ‘unexplained’
accidents that could, albeit not
definitively, be explained as inadvertent
entry to IMC, or other loss of control
events that were very much in the control
of the pilot.
Bob stressed that Robinson have
already done everything on the TAIC list
of recommendations except for providing
on-board data recording which he says
they are currently aggressively pursuing.
Bob also quoted from various Safety
Notices issued by the company which
in his words are effectively “written in
the blood of their pilots” and expressed
frustration that these are not paid more
attention by active pilots and training
schools. Indeed, when is the last time
most pilots read back through the Pilot
Operating Handbook of the aircraft they
fly? The company is presently moving
towards releasing video presentations
to try and improve the uptake of safety
information.
Given that the New Zealand ‘story’
and various allegations have been widely
circulated on social media, Robinson are
also now preparing a social media based
response to correct “misinformation” and
to promote safe operation of their aircraft.
We can expect Bob to return to New
Zealand in the near future for follow-up
visits to engage with media and other
organisations, and to further support local
operators in regards to safety promotion
and a more positive presentation of the
brand to the general public.

KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52

USD+GST

Kiwi Flyer Adventure contributed by Graeme Frew

Robinson Helicopter Sales

Service

NEW & PRE-OWNED ROBINSON HELICOPTERS

Aircraft marked l include a Pilot Training Package

l NEW 2017 R66 TURBINE WITH AIR-CON EX RHC SEPTEMBER 2017: Black Metallic
(White Logo), Tan Leather, Extra Corrosion Protection, Ground Power Connector, Millibar
Altimeter, Garmin GTR225B VHF COM, Garmin GTX335 Transponder, Garmin Audio
Panel, 25A Battery Upgrade, Lighted Baggage Compartment, Hard Point, 160 Amp Starter/
Generator, Electronic Engine Monitoring Unit for Maintenance Tracking. US$944,930 +GST
2011 R66 TURBINE WITH AIR-CONDITIONING – AVAILABLE LATE SEPTEMBER 2017
Volcano Red Pearl Metallic / Bright Silver Metallic Trim, Tan Leather, TT: 660 Hrs (approx.),
King KY196A COM w/9 Mem Ch on Cyclic Grip, Garmin GTX327 Transponder w/Mode C Alt
Encoder, ELT 406 Kannad, UHF Radio, Fire Extinguisher, NAT AA12S Audio Control Panel,
ONE OWNER SINCE NEW. LOCATED AT HELIFLITE QLD.
AU$840,000 +GST

l NEW R44 RAVEN II WITH AIR-CON - IN STOCK HF SYD: All-Over Bright Silver with
Black Logo (No Trim), Tan Leather, Air-Con, Fuel Bladder System, Metallic Paint, 4 x Bubble
Windows, Tinted Windshield, Garmin GTR 225B VHF COM, Garmin GTX335 Transponder w
ADS-B Out Encoder, Kannad 406 ELT, Extended Landing Gear, Extra Corrosion Protection,
Extra Power Receptacle. RHC Limited Warranty.
US$527,780 +GST

Charter

PILOT TRAINING
Full Ground Courses
Robinson Safety
Awareness Course
R22 - R44 - R66
PPL and CPL
Type Ratings
Instructor Ratings
Night Ratings (unlim)

HELI CHARTER
Scenic Flights
Heli Fishing
Proposal Flights
Hotel Transfers
Commercial Ops
Photography

l NEW R44 RAVEN I – EST. OCTOBER 2017 RHC FACTORY COMPLETION: White with
Dark Blue Trim, Tan Leather, 4 x Bubble Windows, Garmin GTR225B VHF COM, Garmin
GTX335 Mode S Transponder, Leather Seats, ELT 406 Kannad, HID Landing Lights, RHC
Oil Filter Kit, Rotor Brake, Cabin Heater & Defogger, Extra Corrosion Protection.		
US$422,930 +GST

l NEW R44 CADET – EST. LATE JUNE FACTORY COMPLETION: White with Dark Blue
Trim, Grey Leather, 2 Seats, Rear Baggage Area, Fuel Bladder Tanks, Garmin GTR 225B
VHF, Garmin Transponder/Encoder, Six Hole Panel, RHC Oil Filter Kit, Lycoming O-540F1B5, 28V System, 2400 Hours Between Overhaul on Airframe, Rotor Brake, Cabin Heater
& Defogger, Bubble Cover, RHC Limited Warranty.
US$369,230 +GST
NOV 2007 R44 RAVEN I: Total Time: 770 Hrs (approx.), White with Blue Trim, Grey Leather
Seats, Fuel Bladder Tanks, King VHF Radio, King Transponder / Encoder, Seven Hole
Panel, 296 GPS Supplied & Mounted, UHF Supplied & Installed, Engine Primer Kit, 4 x
Bubble Windows, Tie Downs, Ground Handling Wheels & Bubble Cover, ONE OWNER
SINCE NEW - LOCATED NSW
AU$340,000 +GST

Training

Sales:

Brett Sanders 021 748 984
brett@heliflitepacific.com

ROBINSON FACTORY OVERHAULED R22 BETA II – IN STOCK EX HF SYD - VH-RZK
Dark Blue with White Trim (New Paint), Tan Velour (New Interior), King KY197A VHF COM,
Millibar Altimeter, Fuel Bladder Tanks, King KT76C Transponder, Lycoming Overhaul Engine
with New Camshaft, New Wiring Loom, New Tail Cone, New Upper & Lower Frames, Bubble
Cover, RHC Limited Parts Warranty 1 year /1000 hours.
US$299,980 +GST

Service: Zack Erdos   
021 748 608
zack@heliflitepacific.com

1995 MD520N: TT 3200 Hrs, New Solid Colour Paint and Leather (both Purchaser’s Choice),
Engine: C20 R/2+. Fresh 100/300/12&24 month Inspection, All S/B & Engine CEB-A Complied
with, Enhanced Compressor & Turbine (Fresh HMI), New Notar T/T Fan Straps, New 500N5215N
Kamatics Driveshaft, New AAI Fwd Windows, King KX155 & TXP + TSO GPS, Night VFR, High
Skids, Duals, Air-Con. No Lifting History. Available ex. NSW.
US$875,400 +GST

Training: Alex Justice    09 299 9103
alex@heliflitepacific.com

Parts:

Sylvia Sanders 09 299 9442
sylvia@heliflitepacific.com

Charter: Nick Stevenson 09 299 9103
nick@heliflitepacific.com

www.heliflitecharter.com

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service
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It’s the World’s Fastest Motorsport
and the Kiwis are coming !
Graeme Frew in his Yak-3 formating for Gavin Conroy’s camera during Warbirds Over Wanaka 2012

Graeme Frew of Fighter Flights Limited is stoked to officially
announce that he is taking the FFL Yak-3 to race in the Unlimited
class at the 54th National Championship Air Races in Reno,
Nevada. In Graeme’s words, “It’s mad, it’s never been done before
by a Kiwi and it will be amazing!” We absolutely agree! Graeme
kindly put these words together to introduce KiwiFlyer readers to
the plan. Of course, a feature story will follow.

There’s a back story to this adventure and it is that the Yak
has been a Reno racer before. It was originally owned by Tiger
Destefani (who owns the race Mustang ‘Strega’) and raced on his
behalf in 1996 by Sherman Smoot who is the current pilot of the
Yak-11 giant killer ‘Czech Mate’.
Sherman managed 325 mph in my Yak at the 1996 Reno
races but in ’97 the Yak was sold. The new owner managed to
crash it in a take-off incident at Reno during qualifying in 1999.
The accident fuselage was stitched onto a Yak-11 wing and then
bought by me as a project in 2004.
I’ve been going to Reno for a number of years as a guest of
well-known warbird stalwart Mike Barksdale and have always
wanted to complete the circle so to speak and take the Yak back
to race. I’m planning on doing a little better than the last owner.
A number of things tipped me over the edge into serious
planning. Firstly in 2015 an R1830 powered Yak-11 came third
in Unlimited Silver at 325 mph. This got me thinking about how
fast my Yak was at climb power. Remember Reno is at a density
altitude of about 7000 ft so when home I went for a test fly and
achieved a level TAS (true airspeed) of 350 mph. Hmmm…. This
led to a conversation with my engine builder Joe Yancey. It went
something along the lines of “so Joe how much manifold pressure
can I give my engine without risking blowing it up!” Answer in
2017 #3

a slow American drawl, “Graeme it’ll take 60 inches.” “50,” says
I, thinking I had misheard Joe. “No 60” - slight pause - “but why
would you risk your own motor when I will sponsor you a motor?”!
This prompted a discussion with Jay McIntyre of JEM Aviation
who built the Yak as to whether he would be interested in
supporting my crazy idea of a Reno campaign. “Hell yes,” he said,
and thanks to his generous support I was now hooked on the idea.
I started quietly planning my trip then and there - when
September 2017 seemed an age away. As you read this the Yak
is being disassembled at JEM Aviation ready for loading in a
container on the 14th of July. The plan is to have Jay McIntyre of
JEM and ‘The Nephew’ Daniel Frew over at Chino Airport midAugust to reassemble and install the sponsored motor.
Initial flying will take place end of August out of Chino Airport
in California with qualifying in Reno, Nevada the week before the
races start in earnest from the 14th of September.
As far as I’m aware there has never been a Kiwi race team ever
travel to Reno and I know there has never been a Kiwi in the
Unlimited class. This class is for aircraft over 4500 lbs and they
must be propeller driven and piston engine powered so it is pretty
much the domain of WWII fighters such as the Mustang, Bearcat,
P-40, Sea Fury and Yak.
I’ve always been inspired by the Burt Munro story and his
quoting of Teddy Roosevelt has always resonated with me. “It is not
the critic who counts, not the man who points out how the strong
man stumbled, or where the doer of deeds could have done better.
The credit belongs to the man who is actually in the arena...”
To this end I managed to secure the same race number as Burt
had on his motorcycle (35) and we have used the same font and
colours as a tilt to his inspirational story. Our race name is ‘Full
Noise’ and you can follow our progress on Instagram #fullnoise35.
In September the Kiwis will be in the arena at Reno 2017.
Come and support us when we show the world that Kiwis Can Fly!
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Kiwi Flyer Project contributed by Jill McCaw

A Labour of Love
Brent Thompson’s rebuilt Rans S-10 on the day of its first test flight. Andrew Love is at the controls.

When Brent bought his Americandesigned aerobatic aircraft at the end
of 2010 he was running Thompson
Aeronautical Ltd, the country’s leading
builder of wooden, fixed pitch propellers.
He’d grown up in an aviation family and
had built and flown model planes through
his childhood, twice winning National
Junior Championship. He was a keen

aerobatics pilot and aviation was his life.
He and his wife Jess were living on a rural
property which had a large hangar on it,
but little else. They set a corner of the
hangar up as a temporary home while they
worked on plans for a straw bale house.
Brent flew the Rans S-10 home
from Hamilton, but it was obvious that
it needed major work. After landing
at Rangiora airfield, the plane was
disassembled and transported to the home
workshop. By August 2013 Brent had
rebuilt and recovered the fuselage. He’d
decided to upgrade the engine to a 90
hp Simonini engine and had made a new
cowling to accommodate the larger engine
and exhaust it needed, while the exhaust
system itself needed to be extensively
modified to fit within the cowl without

changing its tuned length. The wings
were in the process of being rebuilt after
stripping revealed damage to spars and
ribs. More than half of all the components
in the wings are now new. “I can’t believe
I flew it all the way from Hamilton with
a creased main spar,” Brent said. The
previous owner confessed that at one
time he had struck a fence post with the
wing, but didn’t record the fact or report
it because there was no obvious external
damage. “I think there’s a lesson in that.”
This is when the story really starts. In
August of 2013, following investigation
into feelings of clumsiness, Brent was
diagnosed as suffering from Motor
Neurone disease. The progressive
neurological disease would eventually rob
Brent of his ability to move, talk or eat.

In conference.

Airborne !

Smiles all round.

The rebuild of Brent Thompson’s Rans S-10
Sakota is an extraordinary labour of
love. The test flight from Rangiora airfield,
on 29th April, while not the end of the
renovation process, was a moment of
celebration and the culmination of a
tremendous amount of gratefully received
effort from the aviation community.
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Kiwi Flyer Project

Brent at work, supervised by Isabel.

Room for two.

Composites Engineer Ann with a sample of her work.

Some of many helpers. This was the first engine run.

The S-10 leaves the hangar under tow.
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After the initial shock wore off, Brent
determined to do as much as he could
physically, while he could. He focussed
on flying, recognising that he would soon
have to give it up. In 2014, he placed
second in Aerobatics at the Flying NZ
Nationals and was selected for the New
Zealand Wings team, flying against
Australia. Frustratingly, the aerobatics
were called off at the last moment but the
New Zealand team won the rest of the
competition. Once the competitions were
over, friends began offering help with the
plane, turning up regularly to put in a day
or half a day’s work.
As well as this, Brent was selling
the propeller business, organising and
emptying the hangar and preparing to
move his family into town. The family’s
dream of building a straw bale house on
their property was gone. Also, another
group of friends stepped in to help finish
another project of Brent’s, an old Honda
City he was converting to electric.
When the property was sold, the parts
were moved into Brent’s old propeller
building workshop at Rangiora Airfield
where the entire aviation community
stepped up to help complete the craft.
Brent’s mother Ann would collect Brent
from home three days a week and bring
him out to the airfield, initially in the
electric Honda City, latterly in a van
converted to take an electric wheelchair.
Sometimes help was pre-arranged and at
others they relied on people dropping in.
Ann jokes that if somebody popped their
head in to say hello they would often
end up with a job. They knew the risk,
but came anyway, sometimes staying for
hours. Some helped on a regular basis
for months, others on and off when they
felt able to. Everything was gratefully
appreciated and it was great for Brent to
be around his flying mates to talk aviation
or just chat and have a few laughs.
At first, Ann says, she was constantly
worried about making a slip and
damaging something, but she gained
confidence. She learned the ‘nuts and bolts
language’ and has become familiar with
some essential, home-built aviation terms
such as the expression TLAR (teelar)
for example (That Looks About Right).
Once she had seen the fuselage, wings and
cowling painted by somebody who really
did know what he was doing, she let Brent
encourage her out of her comfort zone
and learned to spray paint so that they
could paint all the other bits and pieces
themselves as needed without having to

call on others. She also ended up tackling
a few trickier jobs, including a little fibreglassing and carbon-fibre moulding.
Initially Brent could do a lot of
the work himself but as his condition
deteriorated everything became slower. He
needed more and more help and had to
explain to people what he wanted, which
he did in precise detail, never giving up
his exacting standards. As he found it
increasingly difficult to make himself
understood verbally, he resorted to his
head-mouse operated tablet, the speech
system with its random auto-corrections
and intonation often providing a bit of
impromptu entertainment!
The amount left to do gradually
became smaller, but the time it took to
do it seemed to grow. The plane always
seemed to be ‘95% finished with 95%
to go,’ as is common in the home-built
scene, but with lots of help, they finally
got there.
On 29th April, Brent supervised as
Andrew Love ran the engine up prior
to the test flight. Wheelchair-bound
communication, even with the tablet,
had become painfully slow and difficult
for Brent, but he managed to convey
instructions to Andrew and the team.
At Brent’s behest, the tail of the plane
was tied to a fencepost for the run up as
he didn’t feel the wheel brakes would be
adequate to hold the craft at full revs.
Smoke appeared under the cowling and
it looked like the test flight might be
off. Several people became involved in
diagnosing the problem which turned out
to be new paint burning off the exhaust
system. The flight was back on. Finally, all
the checks were done. Brent gave his goahead and Andrew taxied out to the strip.
The S-10 flew, a beautiful yellow/blue
plane against a flawless blue autumn sky.
The engine could be heard losing power
momentarily on a couple of occasions
and backfiring. But it was flying!, and
when Andrew landed, he, Brent and Ann
immediately discussed the flight and what
work still needed to be done. Although
the plane wasn’t perfect yet, everyone was
smiling. After hours and hours of effort,
the aircraft had flown. It was a great day.
Brent and Ann and the family would
sincerely like to thank everyone who has
helped in the S-10 rebuild project. They
don’t want to name names for fear of
leaving someone out, so if you’ve helped
in any way, big or small, the clear message
is ‘Thank You. It was very much
KF
appreciated.’
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Maintenance
Aspen GLASS PFD
Aspen 1000 VFR PFD

Rear of unit fits
standard 3-1/8” mount

Upgrading your
old vacuum
instruments has
never been so
affordable.
Contact us for an
Estimate Today !

.

Avionics
IN
STOCK
NOW !

Garmin G5

NEW! G5
with STCs for
562 models!

Replaces traditional
attitude indicator
or turn coordinator
Fits std 3-1/8” mount
4 hr battery backup

$2149*

excluding installation

Thinking PBN / RNP ?

Thinking ADS-B ?
GTX-335/345
Garmin’s ADS-B Out
Transponder. Installed from
$3295* non-WAAS
$4095* inbuilt WAAS

GTN-750
Garmin’s all in one GPS/
Nav/Com Transceiver with
internal Datacard

APPAREO STRATUS

Installed
from $17193*

ESG Transponder
with inbuilt WAAS
Installed from $3395*

KT-74

GNS WAAS Upgrade

Bendix-King’s ADS-B Out
Transponder from $3195*

Upgrade existing GNS430/530
to WAAS for $3795* excluding
installation

GTN-650

AOPA NZ Members

Garmin’s all in one GPS/
Nav/Com Transceiver with
internal Datacard

Call for your avionics installation discount !

Installed from $11943*

New Zealand’s Service Centre for

Cirrus and Pilatus Aircraft

From a 50 hour inspection on a Cessna 150, to a KingAir Phase Inspection or a Pilatus
PC-12 Annual, our experienced engineers have the skills, knowledge and tooling to
assist you with all scheduled and unscheduled maintenance requirements. Plus:
Aircraft recoveries, Insurance repairs, Rebuilds, Sheet metal work, Corrosion repairs,
Paint refinishing, Fabric work, Maintenance Control, and Avionics.
We are here to help !
06 212 0920
mat@avcraft.co.nz or
avionics@avcraft.co.nz

www.avcraft.co.nz

* Please note all prices are in USD at time of print, excluding GST, freight and Customs charges.

Product Profiles

Wings & Wheels Tour departs September
Goodwood Revival - Duxford Airshow - and much more

A great tour for enthusiasts of aviation and automobiles departs
for the UK in September. Travelling Cathay Pacific, and organised
through Travel Managers (the people behind the near legendary
Gaye Pardy Oshkosh Tours), the “packed but leisurely” 22-day
Wings & Wheels Tour brings together the romance and glamour of
classic motor racing with the very best of aviation.

A highlight of the tour is the Goodwood Revival - a return to the
halcyon days of Goodwood as the spiritual home of British motor
racing. This is the only historic race meeting to be staged entirely
in period dress. With air displays and The Spirit of Aviation,
Goodwood is a key event on the UK motorsport and aviation
calendar.
‘Wings & Wheels’ also includes Brooklands, Middle Wallop
Army Flying Museum, Yeovilton Fleet Air Arm, Haynes
International Motor Museum, Bovington Tank Museum, Beaulieu
National Motor Museum, Solent Sky, Portsmouth Historic
Dockyard, Tangmere, Arundel Castle, Bentley Wildfowl & Motor
Museum, Wings Museum, Biggin Hill Heritage Hangar, Imperial
War Museum, RAF Museum Hendon and more !! This is an
outstanding itinerary for those who have a passion for aviation,
classic cars, plus historic ships and tanks.
The tour ends with the Duxford Airshow. As always, the choice
of aircraft reflects the theme for the year, this time the Battle of

Britain. Among many outstanding displays, visitors can expect a
massed formation of Spitfires, recreating a familiar sight during
WWII. “Come and share the excitement,” says tour organiser
Melanie Salisbury.
When there is so much to see and do in a compact timeframe,
being part of an organised tour group really delivers some
advantages. Particularly for those who would otherwise have to
travel to such events alone, being part of a group of course means
there is always company to share the experience with. All travel
and coordination is of course hassle free, and at the end of each
day you can sit down at dinner with new friends that have exactly
the same interests as yourself. Melanie emphasises that that the
tour is equally for individuals (“we can make a great trip achievable
for people who may not want to undertake a trip like this on their
own”) as it is for couples, and most trips (this is their 8th year of
aviation touring) usually have an equal mix of singles and couples.
Incidentally, in just the last seven trips, some guests have travelled
three times.
Melanie says that tour hosts are with, or available to guests
almost 24/7, and (especially for couples where interests might not
be exactly aligned) the ladies will be well looked after too. She also
says that return schedules are flexible for those who might want to
extend their travel plans. Contact Melanie on 07 5788759,
021 0768308, email: melanie@travelmanagers.co.nz or visit
www.aviationtoursnz.com for the full itinerary, terms and options.

Reducing Total Cost of Ownership
Most aircraft owners will admit that it’s not so much the cost of
buying an aircraft that hurts, than it is the cost of maintaining it.
When a microscopic spot leads to “sorry it’s beyond corrosion limits”,
it’s too late to wish that more attention had earlier been given to
airframe protection. And particularly where corrosion can matter
so much, it can be well worth ensuring that cleaning and protection
products used are aviation certified.

Corrosion Control NZ is better known as the New Zealand
and Australian distributor of CorrosionX, having acquired the
exclusive rights for CorrosionX distribution in Australasia and
the West Pacific Islands (up to and including Indonesia) in 2013.
Since then, the Whangarei based company has grown substantially
and currently transacts some 6 tonnes of product through their
warehouses each month with much of the repacking (from bulk
supply) happening locally in New Zealand.
Director Tom Muller says they are now supplying a range of
complementary cleaning and protection products, all from the
same stable as CorrosionX and aimed at reducing the total cost
of aircraft ownership. He also says the products are comfortably
located in the ‘environmentally friendly corner’ with negligible
health/safety/environmental management requirements, and that
aircraft operators can feel secure with the various aviation and
military certifications that the new products carry. And further,
although aviation approved, the products aren’t so expensive that
they shouldn’t be just as readily used beyond the aircraft wherever
the need for cleaning /lubrication /protection arises.

RejeX

Much more than a wax, RejeX is a polymer coating designed to
seal surfaces against bug splats, exhaust stains (including turbine
residue), bird droppings, oil, grease, and belly grime.
The product has a higher refractive index than waxes, so
produces richer, deeper looking colours and a more lustrous, longlasting finish than typical competing products. UV protection
remains for up to nine months even in New Zealand’s harsh
climate. Treated surfaces (which can include paint, glass, acrylic,
gel coat, fibreglass, glossy plastic, and polished metal) instantly
become easy to clean. Tom says RejeX will also make ‘milkiness’
and light scratching on Plexiglass/Perspex/plastic windows almost
invisible. As with the other products, aviation applications are only
one possible use. Try it out on the car, boat or motorhome too.
RejeX is wiped on and allowed to dry for around 20 minutes. It
is then wiped off and (importantly) allowed to cure for 8-12 hours
depending on humidity. Instructions say that curing is required
to allow Rejex’s polymer building blocks to attach to the surface
being treated and to cross link into a crystal-clear, impervious film.
RejeX can be applied in multiple coats, allowing 8 hours curing
time between coats for deeper colour and greater depth of gloss.
Tom Muller can be contacted on 09 438 8800 or 021 469 972,
email: tom@corrosionx.org or visit www.corrosionx.org

Xhaust and Soot Remover

Xhaust and Soot Remover is a concentrated cleaner / degreaser
specifically suitable for aircraft surfaces and compliant with
Boeing D6-17487 Revision P. The product is formulated to
“clean the toughest exhaust soot, belly grime and bug splats”. It is
biodegradable, non-flammable, non-corrosive, non-toxic, water
soluble, and can be used on metal, plastic and rubber components
and surfaces. Tom says the product is great for use around exhaust
outlets and all of the aircraft appendages that reside within the
exhaust stream. It also dissolves bugs on leading edges.
Xhaust and Soot Remover can be applied by spray, brush
or wiping. The product is left wet on the surface for up to 30
minutes, then agitated if necessary and rinsed off with water.

Aero-Glide

Aero-Glide is a one-step dry wash, polish, and friction reducer.
The term dry wash refers to the product being sprayed (or wiped)
on and wiped off the surface to be cleaned and protected. No
water is necessary, although if there are sand, cement or other
abrasive compounds present then it is of course recommended
to wash the aircraft first. Aero-Glide removes light oxidation on
most finishes, leaving a bright and lustrous shine, and providing
3-4 months protection against UV, exhaust soot and other
grime. Aero-Glide meets numerous ASTM and Boeing airline
certifications.

Exclusive NZ / Australian Importer and
Distributor of CorrosionX and much more
One-Stop Suppliers of Aviation Certified products for
Corrosion Prevention, Surface Care, and Outstanding Shine.

Xhaust and Soot
Remover

Aero-Glide
Dry Wash Cleaner

RejeX
Polymer Sealant

Cleans the toughest
exhaust soot and
belly grime off all
surfaces.

A one-step dry
wash, polish, and
friction reducer

An advanced
polymer treatment
that seals and
protects all surfaces.

Dissolves bugs on
leading edges!
Removes grease,
grime and brake
dust from
landing gear.

Water isn’t
required!
Removes light
oxidation on most
finishes leaving a
bright and
lustrous shine.

Hides light
scratches on
perspex.
Save cleaning time:
Nothing Sticks but
the Shine !

All products are person and environment friendly !
Find your nearest stockist and authorised applicator on

www.corrosionx.org or www.corrosionx.com.au
or contact Tom on 09 438 8800 or 021 469 972
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Aviation Education contributed by Anke Smith

Learn While You Earn
Gaining a tertiary qualification whilst
working full-time can offer many advantages
beyond the obvious benefit of maintaining
income during study. For examples, realworld experiences can easily be applied to
academic assignments, and the opportunity
to network with peers also undertaking study
in complementary industries can be very
beneficial – as the following examples from
Massey University’s School of Aviation attest.

Woody Andrew
Aviation Consultant
- AirBiz (Auckland)

Woody - who says,
“aviation fuel runs
through my veins”
graduated with his
BAvMan degree in 2016
during which time he
achieved places on the Dean’s list at both
Massey University and Embry-Riddle
Aeronautical University (ERAU) .
Woody said he chose to study aviation
management at Massey University because
“I love the aviation industry. I spent a few
years working in operations at airports and
wanted a clearer pathway to management
and to move from day-to-day work to long
term conceptual strategies”.
Massey University appealed “because
the University has a more approachable
vibe then other uni’s. As the classes were
smaller, I was able to interact a great deal
with the lecturers, which is more conducive
to learning and represents more what you
would get in the real world.”
Highlights included the internship he
undertook with Air Freight NZ and Fieldair
leading to his assisting in the creation of a
new cargo airline using jet aircraft.
A semester as a Massey University
overseas exchange student to ERAU,
Florida was also a highlight.
As an aviation consultant Woody ‘s
role is multifaceted incorporating tasks
such as airport benchmarking, airport
strategic planning, airfield planning,
terminal functional planning, airport
business development to name but a few.
He is a member of the Aviation Business,
Master Planning and Environment and
Sustainability teams at Airbiz.
The strong business development focus
at Airbiz is an attraction for Woody who
says, “Airports have gone from a facility
18

provider to a responsible business in the
recent past. We assist them to generate
revenue, along with being more sustainable.
The aviation industry is interconnected and
impacted by so many external influences.
Therefore aviation requires immense
planning along with the ability to think on
your feet. It is so hard to make money as
an airline and the why I love the challenge.”
Woody says his undergraduate degree
“enabled me to gain knowledge in many
different areas within the aviation field,
as opposed to only studying one aspect
of business. I like to think of Aviation
Management grad’s as ‘Specialist
Generalists’ and this broad knowledge is
crucial in entering a dynamic and truly
worldwide industry”.

Rohan Rastogi
Business Development
Manager - Expedia Travel
Agent Affiliate Program
with ‘Discover the World –
Global’.

Australian Rohan
Rastogi graduated with
his Bachelor of Aviation
Management degree in 2014.
His working life to date has revolved
around the travel and aviation industry.
Rohan was able to combine working with
studying via Massey’s renowned distance
learning facility during this period.
He says he chose to study a Bachelor of
Aviation Management programme “because
I’ve always had a passion for the airline
and travel industry as a whole, I wanted
to pursue a career within the commercial/
business management space within this
industry and the aviation management
program at Massey University provided
precisely what I needed.”
Woody was able to enrol in the degree’s
practicum papers, completing an internship
with Fieldair Holdings – Palmerston North.
Rohan’s current role is never dull; he
says it is “a combination of sales, account
management and market development”.
He attributes his academic experience
with Massey during the BAvMan degree as
having “taught me discipline, sales strategies
and also how to be able to thrive within
an aviation industry environment. Specific
papers in airline marketing, airline review
management and the aviation management
introductory subjects were of special
relevance and use in my current role.”

Rohan now plans to develop his career
further in the aviation and travel industry
– namely within the Business Development
and Commercial Management sectors.

Sam Cubeles-Conway
Operations Agent/Load
Controller - Aerocare,
- focusing Qatar and
Hawaiian airlines.

Sam is currently
completing his final year
of study by distance in
the Bachelor of Aviation
Management whilst working full time.
Sam commenced his studies in 2015
as a full time internal student at Massey’s
PNTH Campus, but when the opportunity
presented to enrol in an internship paper
with Aerocare in Auckland he jumped at it.
He was then able to enrol in his final papers
via distance study. Sam says, “There are
so many more facets in getting an aircraft
off the ground than people think. From
load control to route planners, the aviation
industry has so many different paths and
the opportunity to determine the path I
would like to take before I graduate is an
opportunity I am deeply grateful for.”
As an operations agent, he is responsible
for compiling information from multiple
companies and contractors. It is then his
responsibility to impart this information to
the relevant parties, informing the Captain
of any last minute changes to proceedings.
Sam says, “In my job I have the ability
to work with multiple different national
and international companies on a daily
basis. This has allowed me to gain contacts
and relationships all over the world, such
as the Middle East with Qatar Airways or
in Australia with Jetstar and Fiji Airways.
Having every day be different is definitely
one of the best parts of my job.”
Sam attributes his study as giving him “a
deeper insight into management within the
wider aviation industry, from how airports
work to how airlines function and the
differences and similarities they share.”
In the future Sam aspires to holding “a
management position within an airline,
specifically relating to the field of cargo and
operations - focusing heavily on cargo and
route optimisation. I thoroughly enjoy the
operational and cargo fields within aviation
and love working in a dynamic hands-on
environment that offers different challenges
every day,” he says.
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Places to Go contributed by Ruth Allanson

Pauanui Beach. Directly offshore is Shoe Island and to the right Slipper Island (previously owned by the Needham family and also a favourite aviators’ destination.

Fly in to Pauanui
Pauanui is situated on the eastern side of the Coromandel
Peninsula and at the mouth of the Tairua River. It has the Pacific
Ocean on one side and the Pauanui-Tairua harbour on the other.
Only a handful of farmers lived here at the turn of the century
and now the village has about 750 permanent residents which can
swell to a staggering 15,000 in the summer months.
To help with access, the airfield was one of the first parts of the
area to be developed.

Just one of numerous ways to enjoy the sun in a very family-friendly place to go.
20

The beginning of modern Pauanui is easily traced back to 1967
when the Hopper brothers purchased 256 acres of land from one
of the local families. The opening of State Highway 25A improved
access to the area and a very popular holiday destination was born.
Ian Hopper was born in 1929 and left to work on the family
farm until the age of 13. He then gained experience in the timber
industry and driving bulldozers, then later teamed up with his
brother Tony in the ’40s and ’50s, earthmoving and being building
supply merchants. In 1956 the ‘Hopper Brothers’ formed and they

began their first subdivision.
Flying into Pauanui is certainly a ‘must do’ for New Zealand
pilots because of the location of the airfield right beside the beach
and within an extensive housing area. My parents tell me the story
of how they flew in to the field on their honeymoon in their 180,
ZK-BMW. They were met by one of the Hopper brothers, keen to
sign them up for a section, right by the field. In the photo album,
the 180 is flanked by a lonely house and lots of clear land – dated
August 1971.
The airfield has a grass strip of 850 x 60 metres and a taxi area
on the southern side. Signposted aircraft parking areas are at either
end of the airfield and a passenger pick-up and drop-off spot is
on the western end at the airfield office. Parking fees for private
aircraft are $10 overnight or $100 for a year.
Situated next to the airfield is a golf course, and nearby is the
Pauanui village with cafes and retail stores. Please be aware, there

An 850 x 60m airfield is lined with residences, many including a hangar.

Red Star Yak-3 Display Team overhead.
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is no aircraft fuel available in Pauanui. Whitianga and Thames are
nearby options.
Accommodation begins with the Pauanui Glade Holiday Park,
developed by the Hopper Brothers in the ’60s. It has campsites
through to motels which start at $102 for a one bedroom. www.
pauanuiglade.co.nz.
If a luxury weekend away is what you are looking for, there
is the Mercure Puka Park Resort. Purpose built tree house
accommodation is set into the bush clad hills and the Miha
restaurant is onsite. They offer a shuttle service to and from the
town and airfield. www.pukapark.co.nz
Family activities are plentiful at Pauanui. There are also plenty
of things for adults to be entertained by if relaxing amongst
pristine scenery is not quite enough. There is an 18 hole golf
course at the Lakes Resort and excellent surf for those so inclined.
The beach is 3km long and is relatively safe for swimming. A
‘Summer Series’ of events happens between Boxing day and end of
January which is a holiday programme for all to participate in. It
includes things like mystery walks, mini golf and 9-hole courses, a
talent quest, glow worm tours, mini bowls and much more.
Ask a local what they love about the place and they say Pauanui
is all about relaxation, the walks and the beach, which is handy if
you are flying with no vehicle on hand to use. The Pauanui Trail
is a 4.2 kms (each way) and suitable for walking or biking. It will
eventually connect to nearby Tairua which is across the water
on State Highway 25A. For the more energetic there is Mount
Pauanui which is 1200 feet high and takes 1.2 hours return. The
view is well worth the effort.
The airfield is 100m from the shopping centre and also backs
onto the Pauanui Sports and Recreation Club which has a
refreshment area. In the shopping centre you will find a variety
of places to eat and relax. For pizza lovers try the ‘Kiwi Outdoor
Oven Company’, a nifty food caravan down by Pauanui Wharf,
where you can relax and watch the boats come and go. For an
evening out, the place to go is JKs Kitchen and Bar, their beer
battered fries are some of the best with excellent choice of fish
including delightful pan-seared sesame-crusted salmon. Yum.
To sum up Pauanui; think BBQs at the beach, swimming
with the dolphins, watching orca play, relaxing with awesome
sunrises and sunsets as the back drop, knowing that your children
or grandchildren are safe playing while you sit back. And most
importantly, the people that live here are relaxed and welcoming another top reason to put Pauanui high up on your ‘Places to Go’
list.
with thanks to Linley & Paul Schrader,
and Bruce Gordon for their assistance with this article.

KF
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Aviation Insurance contributed by Bill Beard

KiwiFlyer

Aircraft Liability Insurance Explained
It is important for aircraft owners and pilots
to understand the principles of liability and
how these are covered by their insurance
policy. Bill Beard from Avsure explains:

The most common form of aviation
policies are divided into three main
sections as follows.
SECTION 1: Loss of or accidental
damage to the aircraft hull.
SECTION 2: Legal Liability to third
party property and bodily injury or death
other than for passengers.
SECTION 3: Legal Liability to
passengers when entering, on board or
alighting from the aircraft.
In general terms however all incidents
resulting in death or injury to persons
in New Zealand are covered under the
ACC Legislation and as such there is no
provision in NZ for anyone including
aircraft passengers to issue proceedings
in New Zealand courts seeking
compensation for death or personal injury.
The Law however does not prevent claims
for mental shock, distress or trauma so
you still need passenger liability cover.

The main liability risk for New Zealand
aircraft owners therefore are claims for
accidental damage to third party property
and the associated legal fees.
The main events likely to result in a
third party property claim are as follows.
• Taxiing into another aircraft (biggest
risk in the vicinity of fuel pumps or in
tight manoeuvring areas).
• Damage to other peoples property as a
result of a forced landing.
• Loss of direction on take-off or landing
and running into other aircraft, fences,
hangars or whatever. There was a close
call at Ardmore some time back when a
landing aircraft lost directional control
and crossed the adjacent taxiway at high
speed just missing a highly valued brand
new aircraft backtracking on the taxiway
(it could have been a corporate jet!).
• Simple ground handling incidents
such as pushing your aircraft into another
aircraft or worse – a helicopter.
• The worst scenario – a mid-air collision
where you may be found at fault.
If you damage another aircraft resulting
in the owner of that aircraft having to
make an insurance claim, it is the third

party insurance company which will look
around to see who was responsible for the
damage and they’ll be on your case in a
flash to recover their repair costs. You need
to ensure the aircraft liability coverage
or limit of liability is adequate to cover
you for any negligent acts. Half a million
dollars is not nearly enough in today’s
world. The absolute minimum industry
standard would be NZ$1m but with the
price of aircraft and associated equipment
on today’s market, most operators are
insuring for at least $2m to $5m.
In aviation circles the amounts awarded
can be quite large, therefore it’s important
to carefully consider purchasing higher
limits in order to have an adequate limit
of liability to cover all possibilities.
All policies should include the “Pilot
Indemnity Clause” which extends the
policy to cover the pilot as if they were the
insured. This gives the same protection to
the pilot as to the policy holder but does
not increase the liability of the insurers
beyond the declared indemnity.
To discuss any matters relating to aviation
insurance or for quotations, contact Bill Beard
or Arden Jennings at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

Contact us
for a free
no-obligation
quotation on any
aviation insurance
requirements
that you have

LARGER CABIN
MORE VISIBILITY
NEW CANOPY DESIGN
SAME EXCEPTIONAL
FLYING QUALITIES
SPECIAL LAUNCH PRICING
CALL FOR MORE
INFORMATION

l
l
l
l

P: 09 298 8206 or 0800 322 206 F: 09 298 8218
E: insure@avsure.co.nz www.avsure.co.nz
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Pleasure & Business Aircraft
Charter l Aircraft Sales
Flying Schools l Clubs
Agricultural l Helicopters

RPAS, UAVs, DRONES
l

Commercial Operator Cover for:
Hull & Liability or Liability only

AVIATION LIABILITY
l
l

Avsure - where aviation insurance
isn’t just a sideline, it’s all we do!

A division of Boston Marks Group Limited

09 298 9144 021 832 626 giovanni@tecnam.co.nz www.tecnam.co.nz

AIRCRAFT

Avsure provides the most competitive
insurance programmes available in
the Aviation Industry.
When considering your aircraft
insurance, you definitely need
the best ADVICE, EXPERIENCE
and RESOURCES.
At Avsure, WE DELIVER.

Premises
Chemical

l
l

Airports l Products
Hangar keepers

PROPERTY
l

Hangars and Contents

PERSONAL
l
l

Pilot Personal Accident
Passengers l Pilots term life
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New Aircraft Profile

The Dynali Microlight Helicopter
There might soon be a new microlight
helicopter type listed on the NZ aircraft
register. Bruce Drake recently flew the
Dynali H3 in Belgium and came away very
impressed with the experience.

aviation medicals

flyingmedicine.com
Medical Examinations at Ardmore.
NZ CAA and Australian CASA medicals
at Ardmore with Dr Joanna Lapish
at David Powell’s on-airfield location:
125 Kittyhawk Lane Ardmore.
Book directly with Chris: (027) 276-5812
or joanna.lapish@hotmail.com

Producing Industry-Ready Professional Pilots

Three years ago, Belgium company
Dynali introduced their H3 EasyFlyer
microlight helicopter to the market.
Since then, the company says more
than 50 machines have been delivered
to customers for private use, training,
flying club activities, and (in China) crop
spraying.
The company displayed at this year’s
Aero Friedrichshafen where Bruce Drake
from Rangiora saw them for the first
time. Bruce was so impressed that he
subsequently made the 600 km trip from
there to the Dynali factory in Brussels for
a personalised tour and flight test. Bruce
has an engineering background and says
he is often critical of microlight build
standards, but after viewing the factory

and all stages of the build process, couldn’t
fault the quality or design robustness that
he saw at Dynali.
Dynali began producing fixed-wing
microlights in the ’80s, subsequently
going on to develop a light helicopter
with the introduction of the microlight
helicopter category to the recreational
flying scene in 2011.
Powered by Rotax, the Dynali H3 is
specified with an empty weight of 280 kg
and a useful load of 270 kg, achieving a
cruise speed of around 80 kts with Vne at
85 kts. Engine options include 912ULS, a
912ULS-I (an injected Dynali adaptation
of the 912ULS producing 110 hp), or the
standard Rotax 115 hp 914UL.
At the factory, Dynali’s Chief Pilot
Patrick Gauquier took Bruce for a
demonstration flight and then handed
over the controls. Bruce says he hadn’t
flown a helicopter for some years and was
delighted at how easy the H3 was to fly.
The aircraft is also comfortable for two
people, offering good visibility and a cabin

Visibility is very good. Note cyclic has adjustable arms.
slightly wider than an R22. Bruce left the
factory so enthused about the experience
that he later returned for a second visit,
spending three days this time for an indepth study and more flying. The weather
for his second visit produced stronger
winds and more turbulent conditions
which Bruce says were handled well by
the aircraft and demonstrated a definite
potential for the type to be operated in
New Zealand.
Bruce welcomes all enquiries.
Email: drakeaviation@hotmail.com
More information at www.dynali.com

DYNALI H3 EasyFlyer Sport Microlight Helicopter
Easy to Fly - Easy to Maintain

Flight Academy
Hastings Aerodrome
1591 Maraekakaho Road
Hastings
0800 359 242

www.airhb.co.nz

Diamond DA42 - The latest addition to the Air Hawke’s Bay training fleet

Ask about our Internship Programme where Instructor-rated Diploma
Graduates are achieving up to 500 hours only two years after enrolling.
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Cruise: 80 kts
Empty weight: 280 kg
MTOW: 550 kg
Useful Load: 270 kg
Powered by: Rotax 912ULS-I / 914UL
For information contact Bruce: drakeaviation@hotmail.com
2017 #3
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Exercise Skytrain 2017

Ready to load. Note the shock absorbing layers between package and pallet.

RNZAF 40 Sqn C-130H Hercules on approach to Woodbourne.

6000 lb of cargo aboard for the mission.

Gavin enjoyed some great scenery while the RNZAF crew worked hard.

The load was ‘pushed out the back’ overhead Lake Station.

American MC-130H Hercules were also operating from Woodbourne.

contributed by Gavin Conroy

Aboard RNZAF C-130H Hercules 03 for a mission from Woodbourne to Kaikoura, Lake Station, Nelson, Marlborough Sounds, and return.

The annual Skytrain exercise was held at RNZAF Base Woodbourne
at the end of April. This exercise puts 40 Sqn crews through all
manner of activities from low level tactical flying, dropping heavy
loads under parachute, NVG night flying, remote grass strip
operations, operating as jump aircraft for NZ Army soldiers, and
more. Regular KiwiFlyer contributor Gavin Conroy got to ride along
on a Hercules mission and writes:

It was the first time for several years that Skytrain had been held
at Woodbourne and the base was stretched with the 200 NZDF
personnel and two 40 Sqn Lockheed C-130H Hercules that were
part of the exercise.
Detachment Commander Squadron Leader Blaid Oldershaw
explains, “Woodbourne is a great place to operate from. The local
people enjoy seeing the aircraft and the weather is consistently
good here which helps a lot as 50 percent of our flying is done at
night which adds an extra challenge for the crews. Even with a
base this size, fitting in 200 extra staff and all of our equipment
is a challenge. We no longer run Skytrain at airfields using tented
camps as the missions have grown a lot over the years so we need
a lot more room and accommodation for everyone. Even so, we
do have a few tents here to work out of as we still couldn’t quite fit
everyone in.”
On April 26 I had the opportunity to fly in Hercules 03 for a
two hour mission with a 6000 lb load on board. We were fuelled,
an extensive briefing occurred, and then it was time to fly.
Our flight took us at low level (250 feet at 250 knots) through
(not over!) the mountains south to Kaikoura. The pilots did a great
26

job fitting this large aeroplane through mountains and valleys at
high angles of bank as they headed to the first waypoint which was
Kaikoura.
Once there we headed over to the West Coast and up to Lake
Station where the 6000 lb load was pushed out the back. We
then headed over to Nelson Airport for a touch and go before
going around the Marlborough Sounds the long way. This was
a highlight, the water like glass as we blasted along at low level,
scenic for me but no time to think about that for the crew! From
there we conducted an approach and overshoot at Woodbourne,
followed by a very short landing and we were done.
Missions vary in length from around 90 minutes through
to 6 hours, the crew often doing several tasks during the flight.
On one flight a Hercules took off, two groups of six skydivers
left the aircraft, then the aircraft flew to several airfields in the
South Island picking up and dropping off vehicles and loads
before returning to Woodbourne. This exercise pushes crews
and demonstrates the pressures they might be under during
deployments around the world.
There were also two American Hercules aircraft operating
in and out of Woodbourne over the same period but were not
involved with Skytrain. These were the Lockheed MC-130H
Hercules that are used for special operations. They had their own
set of missions and worked with the NZDF at times but were
essentially doing their own thing. Although not part of Skytrain,
an image is included due to their unusual appearance and the fact
we don’t see them here very often.
KiwiFlyer thanks the RNZAF for our Skytrain invitation
and 40 Sqn in particular for their hospitality. KF

KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52

Owner & Chief Engineer: David Ives
Canterbury’s first and only CAA Part 145
approved helicopter maintenance facility
We also offer the following local modifications:
l  Snow Shoes for R44 & MD500   
l  EC120 Lead Acid Battery Installation   
l  R22/R44 Pitch Links Repair  
l  MD500 Collective Lock   
l  MD500 Hockey Stick Repair

R22 / R44 2200 hour Rebuild Kits, 12 year inspections and helicopter
refurbishment.   Let us provide a quote for your kit and / or rebuild.
Hangar 1, Steele Road
Hamilton Airport

2017 #3

Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033
Email: paul@centralaero.nz
www.centralaero.nz

Heli Maintenance Ltd, Harewood Aviation Park, 4/25 Aviation Drive, PO Box 39144, Christchurch 8051
03 359 1001 or 027 528 5121 info@helimaintenance.com www.helimaintenance.com
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New Zealand Soaring contributed by Jill McCaw
Are you a pilot like Keith, with a
wealth of air experience but looking
for a challenge?

West Coast soaring in ridge lift

Gliders can go places
There’s a highly successful American glider
pilot who has been flying in New Zealand
the last few years. Keith Essex seemingly
came from nowhere, entered our gliding
contests, at regional and national level,
and won them. It certainly shook things up
a bit. But Keith’s an affable, friendly bloke
and he’s just so excited about gliding that
no-one could hold his successes against him.
The whole country cheered when he flew
two flights of over 1000km each, from the
new Soaring Centre site at Greytown in
January.

Keith is a helicopter pilot by trade with
over 22,000 hours of rotary and fixed
wing bush flying in the Alaskan wilderness
behind him. His flying experiences would
fill a book. The surprising thing is that
Keith has only been flying gliders for four
years. And that he almost didn’t try the
sport.
“I thought it was just old men in
funny hats who released over the airfield
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and came back and landed. From the
outside, it looked very boring.” But,
every two years Keith set himself the
challenge of gaining a different type
rating for continuing education. And
in 2013, while wondering what to try
flying next, Keith and wife Deb attended
an airshow and saw a dramatic gliding
display. Keith spoke with the pilots and
ended up learning to fly with them. He
was only planning to add on a rating and
was expecting it to take around five hours
flight time, which it did.
“What caught my attention was one
day, up against a ridge. I thought: Oh. I
get it. You can actually go somewhere. It
was an eye opener. I got my rating and a
short time after that I bought a [top of the
range, two-seater, cross-country glider]
Duo XL. I started flying it with no idea
what I was doing.” But it didn’t take him
long to work it out. All those years as a
bush pilot were almost certainly behind
his rapid mastery of the skills required to
fly gliders a long way fast.

Are you a pilot like Keith, with a
wealth of air experience but looking for a
challenge? Do you know that it is possible
to make gliders go somewhere? Would
you like to fly a long way fast without the
benefit of an engine? Even now, in midwinter, glider pilots around the country
are doing cross country flights. Members
of my local club, the Canterbury Gliding
Club, flying out of Springfield, close
against the foothills of the Southern
Alps are routinely getting flights of over
two hours duration and up to 300 km
distance, most weekends. In Northland
they fly the converging sea breeze fronts
from the East and West Coasts. The
Auckland clubs fly low and fast along the
tops of the sandhills and cliffs of the West
coast.
How do they do that?
Let’s go back to Gliding 101. Without
an engine, a glider is always descending
relative to the surrounding air mass.
Therefore, to gain height a glider pilot
must fly in air that is rising faster than he
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is descending. Even in the winter the three
basic lift sources can be working, it all
depends on the weather conditions.
Thermals are rising air caused by
the land heating. This is usually greatly
reduced in winter but it does still happen.
Winter thermals are usually weaker
than their summer equivalents but are
still useful to extend a flight. Hillsides
facing into the sun are still great thermal
producers while flat land is often damp
and soggy and areas that might have
worked as thermal producers in the
summer shouldn’t be relied upon. The
pilot has to read the ground as well as the
sky.
Ridge lift works, regardless of the
season. This is air being forced up and
over the obstacle of a ridge that lies across
its path. Gliders beat across the into wind
slope, climbing to the height of the ridge
and above. The Kaimai ridge is great to
fly and the Piako gliding club, based just
north of Matamata at Waharoa make good
use of it with flights of several hundred
kilometres in a westerly wind. There are
great views across the ranges to Tauranga

and out to sea. Auckland Gliding Club at
Drury use their ridge for training flights
and to get established before launching
out into thermals. Many other clubs have
‘nursery ridges’, a nearly assured source
of lift close to the field. Then of course
there are the West Coast flights already
mentioned, an entirely different and
exciting experience.
At Canterbury Gliding Club we use
the Springfield ridge, a spur that runs out
from the Canterbury foothills near Porters
Pass. It works in a couple of different
wind directions and allows access to the
mountains behind it. It would be very rare
for a flight to be flown solely in ridge or
solely in thermal.
And then there’s another type of lift
altogether. Lee waves are the giant ripples
in the air caused by air passing over a
topographical feature. The Nor West
Arch that you see running the length
of Canterbury is the leading edge of an
enormous wave. Mountains are often seen
capped with lenticulars and parallel bars
of lenticulars lying across the wind are
marking the tops of these waves in the sky.
In very simplified terms, the air on the
windward side of the cloud is rising, on
the downwind side it’s descending and in
the middle its rough and unstable and you
really don’t want to fly there, not even in a
commercial jet.
It can be tricky to get into wave lift
as the cloud markers can be a long way
from the actual rising air, but it’s a skill
that can be learned. Once established in

wave the glider rises like it’s on a silky
smooth elevator and vast distances can be
flown at speed. The Andes lee wave is now
the site of major world gliding distance
records and the limits are bound by the
hours of daylight available to fly in and
the pilot’s endurance. The current longest
glider flight on record of 3,008 kilometres
by German pilot Klaus Ohlmann was
set in the Andes in January 2003. Sadly,
New Zealand isn’t long enough to look at
beating this phenomenal flight. In 2009
Terry Delore flew 2499 kilometres, up and
down the length of New Zealand several
times, from his launch point at Omarama,
crossing Cook Strait twice and said that
he thought that in the right conditions it
would be possible to do 3000 km but you
couldn’t go much further.
But in January this year Keith Essex
flew 1250 kilometres from Greymouth,
using all three types of lift and had a great
time, and last weekend the Canterbury
Gliding Club saw 22 flights, many of
them over an hour duration and using
wave to take them into the mountains.
Even in mid-winter, gliding really is about
going somewhere.
If you’d like a go at gliding, please see
the Gliding NZ website for information
on your local club. For subscriptions of
SoaringNZ see mccawmedia.co.nz.
If you’d like to have a go at gliding, check out
the Gliding NZ website for details of your local
club. For subscriptions to SoaringNZ, see
www.mccawmedia.co.nz.
KF

There's a new level of
customer focused maintenance
at Hastings Aerodrome

Fixed Cost Services
Repairs & Restorations
Scheduled Maintenance
Modifications
Bring your aircraft to Plane Torque Ltd and
benefit from our co-operative approach to all
your aircraft maintenance requirements.

You don’t have to worry about the engine stopping
2017 #3

Keith Essex

Contact Nic Roberts on 021 068 2271
email: planetorque@gmail.com
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Autogyros

The newest type on the NZ register is this French produced DTA J-RO.

Whanganui Gyros and Jets

Back in the day when you built your own (you still can). Paul Scherrer in RKK.
Join the NZ Autogyro Association - www.autogyro.org.nz
Membership is free for 2017 !

Check out the smile on Richmond Harding’s face as Tony Unwin takes him on his first gyro ride, from Richmond’s home strip at Whanganui.

Numerous gyros flew in to Whanganui
from as far away as Tauranga, and a
couple of less long-distance types arrived
by trailer. John and his helpers had done
another great job of organising the event
with activities planned throughout the
weekend, catered dinners each night at
the aero club, and accommodation made
available in the nearby Army barracks.
Saturday morning dawned fine, albeit
cold, and soon six of the early-arrivals
gyros were in the air heading to an ag
strip just off a beach up the coast. After
landing, it was into vehicles for a trip
to John’s bach for a warming cuppa and
scones – the solitude soon interrupted by
Lloyd Fitzsimons roaring around in his
Dominator having arrived straight from
Feilding.
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Then it was back to Whanganui for
lunch put on by ‘the ladies’, and then
everyone flew out to Richmond Harding’s
strip for afternoon tea and a look
through his very interesting hangar, full
of Wanganui Aero Work and ag. flying

memorabilia – as well as his Supermarine
Mk26B Spitfire (90% scale of the
original – see also Loburn Abbey Fly-in
article later in this issue of KiwiFlyer).
Richmond’s hangar holds an outstanding
collection of aviation memories and

Richmond returned the favour with some flypasts in his Mk26B Spitfire.
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In 2016 the NZ Autogyro Association held
an informal fly-in at Whanganui which was
so successful that all attending proposed
for organiser John O’Leary to repeat the
exercise in 2017. And so it was that on
the weekend of 4th June, the sky over
Whanganui again reverberated to the
sound of rotor-blades, propellers, and
sometimes rather loud engines.

treasures, including a very poignant memorial to every ag. pilot
who has lost his life on the job in New Zealand. There are a lot of
names… Richmond’s hangar well deserves to be the subject of a
KiwiFlyer article in its own right in the not too distant future.
Everyone at Richmond’s was treated to a short but exuberant
Cresco display, then Garry Belton responded in kind using John
O’Leary’s Dominator gyro. Richmond then enjoyed his first ever
gyro ride courtesy of Tony Unwin in his Kallithea. Big smiles
resulted.
A few gyros visited Feilding on Sunday morning, then later on
Sunday, Richmond brought his Spitfire to Whanganui for some
display passes which looked and sounded magnificent. Equally
magnificent were the passes put on by John Luff when he arrived
and took his Venom out of the hangar, on his way to Ohakea.
And almost before the discussions of how cool, albeit expensive,
it would be to own a warbird jet subsided, a passing Srikemaster
landed and parked up for the evening. On Queen’s Birthday
weekend, Whanganui was definitely the place to be.
What a magnificent weekend it was. Great fun, great
camaraderie, and no incidents unless anyone counts the rumour of
a small engine mishap for one pilot on the way back home. Only a
gyro flyer would think to land alongside the road and then phone
the AA to please bring a trailer.
On behalf of everyone who attended, Cheers John and
helpers. Next year is already fixed in the calendar.
KF
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For Magni Gyro
Sales & Support
call Leo Levine
021 0284 2049
leo@magnigyro.co.nz

Two more
M24 Orions
coming to
NZ soon!

Sales and Service
Training
Ex stock NZ
Immediate delivery
Full flying insurance available

Produzione e Design Italiano
Visit us at Parakai or online

www.magnigyro.co.nz
Magni Gyro Italy now celebrating 1000 gyros produced !
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Anton Meier

021 289 5999

anton@aerosport.co.nz

www.aerosport.co.nz
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New Zealand Warbirds contributed by Frank Parker

seated ‘in’ this aircraft, ready to become
part of it. As noted the cockpit flow is
disjointed but the checks are straight
forward and simple. A few ‘primes’ on
the Kigas primer and it’s time to start,
which is relatively simple. Magnetos ‘on’,
two fingers for the ignition booster and
starter and the Merlin will spring into a
silky smooth V12 idle. After start checks
are simple; oil pressure, radios on, - time
to taxi.

The Spitfire story is well known by any
aviation buff, its heritage beginning with
the 1931 Schneider Trophy winning
Supermarine S6B, and subsequently
becoming the symbol of the British
Fighter. The Spitfire design ‘genesis’ is
from 1934 with the first prototype flight
in March 1936. It is an aircraft with
a mixture of systems; pneumatics for
flaps and brakes, hydraulics for chassis
(undercarriage) and electrical controls
for other systems. Typical of the era there
is little thought to cockpit ergonomics
which does interrupt the checklist flow.
The Spitfire has always been admired
for its lines; sleek, in proportion, graceful,
- the epitome of everything ‘right’. Under
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the right of the cockpit. Then there are
the brakes, pneumatically operated and
metered by a lever on the control column,
controlled by the rudder pedals, typical
of Brit aircraft of the era and initially a
challenge to operate smoothly. The park
brake is a toggle on the brake handle,
definitely an afterthought and suspect to
setting itself on during flight which makes
for excitement on landing. Despite the
jumble, once you feel at ‘home’ operation
becomes straight forward.

Preflight

Preflight is typical for the class of
aircraft; fuel, oil, coolant, pneumatics,
airframe inspection, - nothing extra
special. As you walk around the Spitfire
the graceful lines remind you why this
aircraft is adored by so many aficionados.
It is strikingly beautiful.
Time to put the aircraft ‘on’ (i.e. get
into the cockpit). It’s a snug fit for this
180cm 80kg pilot. Maybe men were
smaller back then. You are definitely
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52

The Spitfire has a castoring tail wheel
so heading control is via brakes. As noted
these are initially challenging which leads
to some interesting taxi excursions until
mastered.
The engine run-up is typical; propeller
function, magnetos, system temps and
pressures and idle. Importantly this is
done ‘on the brakes’, such that if the tail
lifts under power you can release the
brakes to put it back down.

Take-off

For take-off, in fact for all aircraft
in this class, it is essential to introduce
the power gradually to ensure rudder
control to counter torque effects. In this
regard the Spitfire has plenty of control.
As speed increases, it’s tail ‘up’- and a
swing left with that P factor. Then at

Gavin Conroy image

Gavin Conroy image

A pair of Mk 1 Spitfires approaching their ‘home’ ground of Duxford during an airshow in 2015.

that beauty, the construction is somewhat
complicated. The wing-ribs are built up
of a riveted lattice work, the wing-spars
a multi layered box section, with a small
bend at the root end to complicate things.
That beautiful elliptical wing plan comes
at the expense of construction complexity
with changing curve lines to be
accommodated. Modern restorers equate
her to a wooden aeroplane built of metal.
The cockpit is quintessentially British,
almost a jumble of systems and controls.
Flight instruments are in the standard
six-pack arrangement with a turn-andslip vs. the more common bat-and-ball.
Engine instruments are less structured; an
oil pressure gauge from a Tiger Moth and
perhaps the most important gauge, the
Boost (or manifold pressure) also being
the smallest. Control-wise, the throttle
quadrant is typical, though not the tidy
unit in American aircraft. Flaps operate
by an instrument mounted (pneumatic)
switch, and undercarriage (or chassis as
it is labelled) a somewhat clunky lever on

Doug Brooker’s Supermarine Spitfire TR Mk IX is based at Ardmore and available for adventure rides.

Taxi to line-up

Spitfire Flying
In previous issues, NZ Warbirds President
Frank Parker has written of flying the
Harvard, P-40 Kittyhawk and Flug Werk
FW 190. This time, Frank shares his
experiences with the Spitfire. (How do you
get a job like this? Ed.)

Gavin Conroy image

Playing in the Spitfire is a
pleasant experience and it doesn’t
take too much imagination to
conjure a Biggles moment.

Supermarine Spitfire Mk XIVe belonging to the Chariots of Fire Fighter Collection based at Omaka.

LIVE YOUR DREAM
FLY IN A WARBIRD
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The majority of my Spitfire experience has
been in the TR Mk IX and many aficionados
will argue the Mk IX is the best of the best.
I have recently had the opportunity to fly
the Griffon powered Mk XIV, and while
still a Spitfire, there is a difference. Firstly
the Griffon lacks the smoothness of the
Merlin - it is lumpier, definitely with more
attitude under the cowl. Also the Griffon
rotates in the opposite direction (must be a
good reason?) which is no problem in itself
except that years of right pedal over the
top of a loop now has to be left pedal!
Cockpit layout in the single seater is
generally identical, however the electrical
box has additional armament controls. The
fuel system is less automatic - you must
select the wing tanks individually (in fact
you select the tank pressure valve which
‘blows’ the fuel to the main tank).
At a pedestrian cruise power of 1800 RPM
-2 lbs boost (26” MAP) the Mk XIV is good
for 200 KIAS and at climb power 2400
RPM +6 lbs boost the Griffon ‘throbs’.
Manoeuvres are similar, however the
aircraft has lost a little finesse. You have
to drive it through a barrel roll rather the
‘flying’ the Mk IX.
Once again, setup for the landing is similar,
however with more weight there is no
tendency to float, and the ground may rush
up meet you.
The Mk XIV is still a Spitfire, but definitely
the big brother!

This aircraft is a thoroughbred in its
own right; the Merlin V12 just purrs.
Overall engine handling is simple. There
is automatic boost and mixture control,
and power is set and forget. Flight
controls are conventional although they
lack the classic harmony between aileron,
elevator and rudder forces of the P-40 or
Mustang. The ailerons are slightly heavy
with chains and cables in the control
runs, while the elevator is finger light.
Cruise power is 2000 rpm and zero boost
(30” MAP) which gives a comfortable
185 KIAS.

Manoeuvres

The Spitfire is renowned for its
handling. The stall is benign and in
manoeuvre there is plenty of buffet to
warn you’re approaching that limit.
Classical aerobatics are straight forward
although the roll rate is pedestrian. You
need to take care in pitch with those light
elevators - it would be easy to ‘snatch’ out
of a loop. Aerobatic power is 2400 rpm,
+ 4 lbs boost (38” MAP) or a bit more
if you wish, rolls at 200 KIAS, vertical
maneuvers from 250 KIAS plus. Playing
in the Spitfire is a pleasant experience and
it doesn’t take too much imagination to
conjure a Biggles moment.

Landing

The important bit!
Anyone who has flown tail-wheel
aircraft will know the challenges. Indeed
I’m convinced if you attempted to certify
a tail-wheel aircraft in our modern PC
world you would be sent back to the
drawing board!
The Spitfire lands nicely, across the
fence power off and that big wing floats
you to a landing. Three pointer or
wheeler, both are straight forward. Despite
a narrow undercarriage, with a long
wheelbase the aircraft tracks nicely. The
only (slightly) tricky part is getting even
braking with the spade grip brake handle
and rudder control. Overall though,
it’s no more difficult than the venerable
‘Chippy’.
Finally, taxi to dispersal, and there’s
no time to mess about as the coolant
will quickly reach its maximum on the
ground. Shutdown is standard, a short
burst of power to clear the plugs (and it
sounds cool), live mag check, mixture
cutoff, that’s it. Except for an inherent
grin, you have just been flying a Spitfire.
Regards, Frankly@xtra.co.nz

ANZAC Day at Ohakea

Brendon Deere’s Mk IX Spitfire leading the 2017 ANZAC Day Flypast at Ohakea, accompanied by new and old trainers; T-6C Texan II and freshly restored Harvard 15.

ARDMORE
HANGARAGE

KF

Full Service Hangarage available
now at Ardmore Airport
20m x 5.5m Power Doors
Large Apron
Sealed Taxiway
Long Term or Short Term

Corporate Jet Services Limited
P: (09) 298 6249

Engine handling

restoration specialists and more
info@jemaviation.co.nz | www.jemaviation.co.nz | +64 (0)3 578 3063

These large capacity engines dislike
large quick power changes or high RPM
and low boost so there are considerations
to engine handling. Otherwise nothing
could be simpler, just throttle and RPM.
The boost and mixture are automatically
controlled for altitude, and radiator
shutters are automatic. Just keep a wary
eye on your ‘T’s and ‘P’s

For all your engine overhauls
Lycoming, Continental, Gipsy...
And now Rotax!
Part 145 approved
Call Bill O’Neill or Graeme Daniell
03 489 6870 or 027 307 5850
Taieri Airport, Mosgiel.

Rejoin

Back to the field, I generally join
overhead to get a good look at the slower

www.southair.co.nz

TR IX cockpit. Quintessentially British (i.e. jumbled).
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Gavin Conroy image

General Flying

traffic and fit into the pattern. The Spitfire
slows easily to the gear speed of 140 KIAS
and it’s downwind at 120, flaps on base
(they are up or down) and slowing to 100
KIAS straight in reducing to 80 across the
fence (78 KIAS for the experts).
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The Griffon powered Mk XIV

around 80 KIAS it will fly off. Post
take-off the Spitfire is busy: Change
hands on the ‘spade grip’ (whereupon a
power reduction identifies the Rookie
because he / she didn’t check the throttle
friction was tight) to free up the right
hand to work the almost cumbersome
undercarriage selector. Hands back
to where they should be, once safely
airborne, then set climb power (2600
rpm and 6 lbs of boost (42” MAP)) and
trim – and you really are flying a Spitfire.
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contributed by Sandy Campbell

Event Report

Loburn Abbey Fly-in
A Moment In History - ‘Spitfires at the Ready’.

On Saturday 22nd May, Ivan and Sandy
Campbell hosted a fly-in at their Loburn
Abbey Airfield in North Canterbury. History
was created with the largest line-up of
replica Supermarine Spitfires and Titan
Mustangs ever seen in New Zealand possibly in the world. Sandy Campbell tells
the story of the day:

Four Supermarine Spitfires attended
the first official Loburn Abbey Fly-in,
and were joined by six Titan Mustangs.
Many other aircraft also arrived from
near and afar. The farthest flown were

Gary Marsh in his Titan Mustang ‘Isobel’
from Stratford and Don Boyd flying his
Sonerai, also from Stratford. Richmond
Harding flew his Mk26B V8 powered
Spitfire from Wanganui, making the
trip down in an impressive 1 hour 20
minutes. Bill McWilliam had arrived
the previous day from Masterton in his
always immaculately shiny Titan Mustang
‘MisStress’. The other Mustangs on the
field were John Richards ’WUH’ from
Motueka; ‘Linda Lovelace’ – owned by
Kerry Millar from Lincoln; ‘Loburn
Lady’ - resident on the field; and a
newly completed Mustang – ‘Smoke and

Mirrors’. The Spitfire line up included
Richmond’s ‘SPT’, Ivan’s ‘CG’, Gary
Cottrell with his 80% flat 8 powered
Spitfire – ‘EFY’ (both the aircraft and
owner being recent new arrivals from
the UK), and Spitfire ‘MEB’ a newly
completed Mk26B.
Chipmunks, various other microlight,
home-built, and light recreational aircraft
were amongst the line-up. Two aircraft
who announced their arrival with a
distinctive engine sound were Grant
Murdoch in his radial engine Nanchang
and Brian Hall’s stunning naval paint
scheme Harvard.

The weather could not have been
more perfect for the event: sunny blue
skies, summer temperatures and just
the slightest breeze. The day had a few
surprises in store for the visitors, including
a short aerobatic display by Andrew Love
in his Pitts, a fly-by of 3 Spitfires, and the
Titan Mustangs also showing off their
style. John Williams, CEO and President
of Titan Aircraft, USA was the special
guest of honour. There was also a short
but impressive display by Doug Anderson
in a trike demonstrating the extreme
versatility of these popular aircraft.
To add to the flavour of the day, a
WWI presentation was given to a very
interested audience by James Drewery
of Amberley. James had been showing
his presentation to many groups in the
lead up to ANZAC Day. Loburn Abbey
Hangar has a wall dedicated to the
memory of ANZAC which became the
perfect backdrop for the presentation,
along with a larger than life soldier with
all his memorabilia.
Another treat in store was a
demonstration of Black Powder Shooting
by a small contingent of the Christchurch
based members of the West Coast Black
Powder Shooting Club resplendent in
their Northern Yanky uniforms which
took place on the airfield range. A number
of the spectators had their first shoot with
a Black Powder rifle.
Pilots and visitors enjoyed a very
convivial time in the sun, with a barbecue
sizzling in the background for most of the
day. The airfield was a sea of colour with

over 40 aircraft and from the enjoyment
of the visitors it looks set to become an
annual event on the aviation calendar.
The day more than achieved its mission
by having a wonderful collection of
passionate grassroots aviators all in the
same place for the same purpose.
For more information on Supermarine
Spitfires, Titan Mustangs, or Campbell
Aero Classic helmets, phone Ivan and
Sandy Campbell on 03 312 8008, email:
ivan@campbellaeroclassics.com or visit
KF
www.campbellaeroclassics.com

Est. 2003

www.liviuavionics.com

For All Fixed Wing or Rotary
Avionics and Instruments Requirements
l   Repair, Calibration, Tests, new units
l a/c 24 month inspections
l New installations: Mode S, ADSB, a.o.

Call Liviu: (09) 296 2354 or (09) 268 1199 or 021 048 7055
e: liviu.filimon@liviuavionics.com

Meet Zulu.3

New Durable Kevlar
Core Cabling

Richmond in his ‘Dream Machine’.

Modified Ear Seals
for Better Comfort
& Performance
Industry Best
SEVEN Year
Warranty

‘Custer’s Land Stand’!

Plus ANR,
Bluetooth,
and stunning
Front Row
Centre
Audio

Get Zulu.3
TRADE IN YOUR OLD SET
Numerous brands / models accepted.
See website for details & conditions.

UPGRADE YOUR Zulu.2
Includes ear seals, head pad, control
box, cables and warranty extension.
See website for details & conditions.
View the whole Lightspeed range at
www.lightspeedheadsets.nz
0800 116 741
phil@lightspeedheadsets.nz

The fastest Corvette in NZ ! Ivan’s over 200 kt fly-by in Spitfire ‘CG’. (Sandy’s caption refers to the much more satisfactory use of a Corvette engine than just for a car. Ed.)
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Event Report contributed by Richard Waugh

Veteran pilot Russell Troon (84) was the most senior pilot at the reunion. He looks pleased having just enjoyed a Dominie flight - his first since 1961 !

Queenstown AviationandPioneers
Families Reunion
Several anniversaries of historic Southern NZ aviation milestones
coincided in 2017, prompting the organisation of a reunion held in
Queenstown during April and attended by more than 130 people.
Well-known aviation historian Richard Waugh helped organise the
event and contributed this report for KiwiFlyer readers.

50 years ago, I lived at Frankton, close to Queenstown aerodrome.
I remember cycling past the pine trees to the Tourist Air Travel
hangars to record the registration numbers of aircraft, including
occasional visiting aircraft. Retired pilot Trevor Cheetham was in
the office, young David Wilkes used to call around to our home,
and my pilot father, Brian Waugh, frequently commented on Tex
Smith’s superior flying skills. Most of all, I remember manager
Bill Davies coming to our front and telling Mum, “There’s been a
Dominie accident in the Shotover; Brian is injured but OK.” The
early work of the small post-war pioneering airlines of Queenstown
and nearby districts included tough times and sometimes tragic loss
of life.
The pioneering small airlines of the 1950s and 1960s, like
Southern Scenic Air Services, West Coast Airways and Ritchie
Air Services, run by wartime ex-serviceman like Bill Hewett, Fred
‘Popeye’ Lucas, Barry Topliss and Ian Ritchie, were colourful
examples of post-war optimism and the ‘can-do’ attitude which
helped New Zealand progress.
These were versatile airlines mainly flying Austers, Cessnas,
38

Dominies and Widgeons; opening up new scheduled air services (to
Dunedin and Invercargill), pioneering tourist flying (establishing
the Milford airstrip in the early 1950s), operating many air
ambulance and other special charters, developing agricultural work,
doing supply dropping in the era before helicopters, carrying freight
and newspapers, and the airmail.
There were many challenges; raising sufficient capital, working
with the political regulation and licensing bureaucracy of the time,
flying obsolete aircraft, getting sufficient passengers, dealing with
engine failures, overcoming accidents and sometimes their tragic
outcomes, and always coping with the mountainous terrain and
turbulent weather.
The first pioneering post-war airline at Queenstown was
Southern Scenic Air Service in 1947. It became famous for versatile
operations and was prominent in promoting local tourism. Its
pioneering flying and landing at Milford Sound left an invaluable
legacy that continues to this day. In 1961 floatplanes were based at
Queenstown Bay. Southern Scenic pilots became an integral part
of local life – legendary for their varied flying work and service to
the community, amid some of the most magnificent scenery in the
world.
West Coast Airways was a subsidiary of Southern Scenic and
operated the historic South Westland Air Service from Hokitika –
New Zealand’s first scheduled airline service from the mid-1930s.
The Dominies and Cessnas of West Coast Airways provided an
essential service to isolated South Westland, before the Haast
KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52

Highway opened in late 1965. My late
father, Brian Waugh, was the last of the
pilots and I have youthful memories, of
unforgettable Dominie flights to the glacier
and Haast, with the Tasman Sea on one
side and the towering Southern Alps on the
other.
Ritchie Air Services was established in
Southland by famous wartime Mosquito
pilot, Ian Ritchie. Based at Gore and
offering a multiplicity of services, including
pilot training, operations were relocated to
Te Anau in 1962. The small airline then
specialised in scenic and other charter
flying, with Dominies, Cessnas (including
a new modern Cessna 206 floatplane) and
a venerable Tiger Moth (ZK-BRC and still
flying).
Tourist Air Travel had its origins in
the North Island, but with its takeover
of Amphibian Airways and merger with
Ritchie Air Services had a strong South
Island presence. In 1965 it merged again
with Southern Scenic, and became the “the
biggest little airline in New Zealand” with
21 aircraft and collectively providing over
100 passenger seats. Only NAC had a larger
seating capacity.
Further change was not far away, with
Mt. Cook and Southern Lakes Tourist
Company making a successful takeover
bid for TAT in late 1967. From 1 January
1968 Mt. Cook took over all operations
at Queenstown, Te Anau, Invercargill and
Auckland. A variety of roles continued, but
as the 1970s progressed, the era of the small
pioneering and colourful airlines was over.

Anniversaries Intersect

2017 provided a helpful intersection of
anniversary dates; the 70th anniversary of

Southern Scenic Air Services establishment
in 1947, the 60th anniversary of the
beginning of Southern Scenic’s subsidiary,
West Coast Airways, the last South
Westland airline, and the 50th anniversary
since all the pioneering private enterprise
airlines were amalgamated into Mount
Cook Airlines. So a reunion gathering of
former employees and their families was
planned for 7-9 April at Queenstown. The
airlines celebrated were; Southern Scenic
Air Services, West Coast Airways, Ritchie
Air Services, Tourist Air Travel and the
early years of Mount Cook Airline general
aviation at Queenstown up until the mid1970s.
With me helping co-ordinate planning
from Auckland, at the Queenstown end of
things, Hank Sproull and his team at Air
Milford hosted the event and did other
local work. Hank carries the ‘aviation
memory’ at Queenstown Airport, along
with Brad Lynton, both having served there
for more than 40 years.
The reunion was also sponsored by
Queenstown Airport Corporation. CEO
Colin Keel and communications manager
Jen Andrews were both very supportive and
provided funds for the return of DH89B
Dominie ZK-AKY from nearby Croydon
Aviation Trust at Mandeville.
Former veteran pilots Rex Dovey
and Paddy Moxham worked with Hank
Sproull and me as we tracked down
former employees and families. Eventually,
more than 130 people gathered. The
reunion opened with a social night at the
Air Milford hangar with Dominie ZKAKY being centre-piece and with former
Southern Scenic Cessna 180s ZK-BDE and
ZK-BJY displayed. Mayor Jim Boult, well

familiar with aviation, welcomed everyone
back to Queenstown (some people had
come from Australia and the United States).
On the Saturday a luncheon was held at
the Gibbston Valley Winery with many a
story shared about the remarkably versatile
operations of the early post-war operators.
On Sunday, I led a church service at the
Presbyterian Church at Frankton, very close
to the runway. During the service I outlined
some of the history and significance of
the early airlines and veteran pilot, Paddy
Moxham (82), shared about his Southern
Scenic flying days and gave testimony to his
growing Christian faith. During the service
the congregation stood in silent prayer to
remember pilots and passengers lost in early
accidents; Tom Harris (West Coast Airways
29.10.57), Geoffrey Houston (West Coast
Airways 7.2.64), Alan Nicholas (Southern
Scenic Air Services 4.3.65 and passenger
Robert Turner), Eion Buckham (Ritchie
Air Services 12.3.65 and passengers: Robert
Brown of England, Mary Duncan of
Auckland and Pauline Jones of the United
States). Also remembered were other pilots,
with early Queenstown connections, who
died in accidents; Brian Antill, Brian
Chadwick, Brian Warren, Alistair Gibbons,
Ken Leahy, Roger Poole, David Wilkes.
At the close of the church service, a
large crowd gathered for a tribute fly-past,
including a ‘missing man’ formation. The
reunion gathering was a special time of
reminiscing and paying tribute to the work
of the early Queenstown aviation pioneers
and the amazing legacy they have
KF
given us today.

Image via Malcolm Topliss

Tracey Roxburgh image via Richard Waugh

Event Report

Southern Scenic pioneers (from left) Barry Topliss, Fred ‘Popeye’ Lucas, Trevor Cheetham
and Bill Hewett at Queenstown in 1948 with Proctor ZK-AJY.
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P: 03 312 8008 E: ivan@campbellaeroclassics.com
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Welcome Message

Why Attend?

Welcome to everyone attending this year’s aviation conference in Hamilton.
We’ve listened to what you’ve said, crunched down the conference to two days for
most companies, lined up some top class speakers and workshops to tackle the big
issues, to ensure that you don’t spend too much time away from your own businesses.
This year’s Conference theme is ‘Improving performance’. This is a big topic
and we’re breaking it down into components - improving knowledge, improving
performance, improving safety and saving money. At the end of the conference, you
should have several personal insights into what you can do to be more effective in
your business.

Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
Phone 021 369 600
or VHF 133.1 MHz

This year, divisions will be holding some afternoon sessions with other divisions. This
recognises that the same topics are of considerable importance to more than one
division. By tackling issues together, we can get industry understanding and solutions
rather than just divisional approaches. Learning from incidents and accidents, from
operator and maintenance viewpoints, is one such example.

Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188
Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz

Enjoy the socialising too, catching up with old mates and making new friends. It is
often that informal talking that brings the real benefits of such conferences.
If you have questions or need help, just ask us. The three main contacts are Julia
Fidorra, Andrew Nicholson (027 280 2008) or me (027 600 9156).
We all look forward to catching up with you during conference week.
John Nicholson
Chief Executive, Aviation NZ

Get Insights

into what the future holds and its
implications for your business.

Understand

how you can be more effective in
your business.

Learn

from industry experts who share
practical knowledge.

Connect

with people who can help
improve the way you do business.

Meet

new business prospects.

Share
experiences with business people
from New Zealand, Australia,
Canada, and the United States.

GALA DINNER

REGISTRATION

The aviation industry will recognise its best and brightest at a
Gala Dinner on Tuesday evening. This black tie event will be held
at The Verandah Function Centre. CAA and Aviation NZ will make
awards for outstanding performance. Book when you register to
attend the 2017 Conference Week.

To register as a Delegate, visit www.aia.org.nz and follow the
directions from the home page. The website also has information
on accommodation in Hamilton and on sponsorship opportunities
for various conference activities.

PT6A           TPE331
|  OVERHAUL  |  REPAIRS  |  FINANCING  |  EXCHANGE  |  LEASING  |
|  INFIELD SUPPORT  |  PARTS SALES  |  PARTS SOURCING  |
|  ENGINE MANAGEMENT PLANS  |
Visit us at Booth #4 at the Aviation NZ Conference
22 Orient Avenue, Pinkenba, QLD 4008, Australia
P: +61 7 3637 7000 E: sales@pacificturbine.com.au
www.pacificturbine.com.au
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Leadership Conference Keynote Speakers
Graeme Harris - Director, CAA

Graeme began his career in the RNZAF where he finished in
the role of commanding officer, Avionics maintenance squadron.
He joined Transpower for a time and took his first role with CAA
in 1988 as Team Leader Airline Surveillance. In 2000 he was
appointed Quality Assurance and Risk Manager at Mount Cook
Airlines. Graeme returned to CAA in 2004 as General Manager
Personal Licensing and Aviation Services. He has been Chief
Executive and Director of CAA since 2012.

Sue Moroney - Labour List MP

Sue is a mum, a former journalist and a proud Hamiltonian.
Sue has been an MP since 2005, she has held the roles of Junior
Government Whip, Spokesperson for Education, Women’s Affairs,
Early Childhood Education, ACC and Aged Care at various times.
She brings her experience as a trade unionist and health advocate
with her to Parliament.

Harry Maher - Director Health & Safety, DoC

Following early working days as a ski patroller, heli-ski guide and
white-water raft guide, Harry joined DoC in 1990 and spent the
next 22 years in a variety of concessions and commercial roles. He
recently was CEO of LandSAR and has returned this year to DoC
as Director, Health & Safety. Harry’s role is to build and maintain
the systems and behaviours that keep DoC staff, contractors and
volunteers safe from harm.

Neil Hygate - Pgm Director Air Domain, NZ Ministry of Defence

Neil has more than 35 years experience in management of
aeronautical engineering and maintenance including ten years
programme management experience for weapon system support.
Skilled in business and strategic planning, Neil also has significant
practical experience involving the selection, assessment, training and
development of staff, particularly in technical environments.

Stephanie Dillon - Chief Advisor Industry & Govt. Engagement

Prof. Philippa Gander - Director Sleep/Wake Research Centre.

Phillipa’s original research was in chronobiology. Following a
Senior Fulbright Fellowship at Harvard Medical School, she joined
the Fatigue Countermeasures Program at NASA, working on field
studies of pilot fatigue in different aviation operations and on
mathematical modelling of the human sleep/wake cycle. In 1996,
she was awarded a Repatriation Fellowship by the Health Research
Council and returned to New Zealand and established the Sleep/
Wake Research Centre in 1998. Philippa has a particular interest
in advancing and applying scientific knowledge to develop new
solutions to the health and safety challenges generated by current
trends to restrict sleep and increase 24/7 work and entertainment.

Capt. Simon Nicholson - Airbus Captain Air NZ

Before taking up her current position with the Ministry
of Defence in April 2016, Steph was Managing Director of
International Systems in Wellington, a niche business development,
relationship, marketing, strategy and sales consulting organisation.
Clients at International Systems included Northrop Grumman,
Thales, Airbus, Daimler Chrysler and EADS. Before that, Steph had
been Country Manager for Thales. Banking and Finance are also
in her background with previous employment at Westpac and The
Treasury. Steph has a BA in Economics and Political Science and
Masters papers in International Relations.

Simon is an Airbus Captain with Air New Zealand based in
Auckland. He is currently serving as the NZ HIMS Advisory Group
Chairman. In this capacity, he is leading a collaborative approach
working with the Unions, Companies and the Regulator in helping
those members of the aviation community in New Zealand who
suffer from the disease of addiction. Simon also works one on one
as a peer support pilot, supporting the aircrew through diagnosis,
recovery and the re-certification process and is himself a pilot in
recovery, having recently reached 10 years of sobriety.

Martin Wouters - Managing Director, The Manage Company

Capt. Chris Mehlhopt - Airbus Captain Air NZ

The Manage Company looks after more than 2300 ACC accounts
and impacts on many more through various stakeholders. One of
Martin’s goals is to add value to these businesses which he achieves
in part by freely sharing knowledge and expertise in the wider ACC
space through seminars, expos and newsletters.

Protecting Aviators, Mariners
and Soldiers Since 1920.

Chris is an Airbus Captain with Air New Zealand based in
Christchurch. Chris’ aviation career started with the RNZAF in
1982 where he flew a variety of roles including helicopters, jets and
transport aircraft. Since joining Air NZ in 1999 Chris has mainly
been involved in domestic and regional ops on the Boeing 737
and Airbus A320. He also spent three years flying the Boeing 777
as a First Officer on the international routes and has served as the
NZALPA Medical and Welfare Director from 2008 until 2013. In
this role he helped to initiate the NZ HIMS programme in 2010.
Lesley Bird is a registered Nurse for PG Dip Health Sciences
(Mental Health). Her main role is to provide support to police
officers who have been involved in critical events or experienced the
accumulation of stress over time. She also provides the organisation
with feedback about general trends and looks for opportunities to
build pathways for early recognition of potential problems.

Liz Wotherspoon - The Icehouse

Liz has spent most of her career contributing to the success of
organisations through helping to develop their most important asset
– people. Liz has held various management roles at a wide variety of
organisations such as Grafton Consulting Group, TMP Worldwide
and the NZ Institute of Management. These have all contributed
to her extensive skillset as a consultant on organisation design
and structure, role and competence profiling and performance
management. Originally from New York City, Liz holds a B.A. in
Psychology and Business from Bucknell University in Pennsylvania.
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Lesley Bird - Staff Welfare Officer, NZ Police Waikato District

The complete range of Switlik products
is available from Aviation Safety
Supplies Limited, including:

10 year service Lifejackets
UZIP Suits as used by NZ Defence
5 year service TSO Liferafts

Arden Jennings - Account Manager, Avsure

Arden has been involved in Aviation insurance for 30 years
and has gained valuable experience from many of the aviation
underwriters at Lloyd’s whom he visits every year. His position
provides the ability to interface with many operators in the aviation
Industry, to understand their challenges, and and to support their
insurance requirements with appropriate cover at best cost.
42

KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 52

2017 #3

www.aviationsafety.co.nz
Phone 07 543 0075
Email: sales@aviationsafety.co.nz

43

Aviation NZ Leadership Conference - Supplement Guide

Distinction Hotel, Hamilton, 24th - 25th July 2017

Trade Exhibitors

Layout

Booth

Aerosafe Risk Management		 14
Airbus

Call 0800 777 202

Simplify your Daily Flight Recording
 Electronic Data Capture for Pilots
 View Daily Flight Records in PDF
 Collates Data with one touch sync to
Office Database
 Reporting – Pilot Flight & Duty, Productivity,
Aircraft Flight Time, CAA Statistics
 Risk Management
 Minimises Data Entry Errors
 Export Invoices to Xero/MYOB
 All Company/Flying/Industry
information carried in one place
 Easy to use

.

Booth

JSSI

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

. 6

Navigatus.

.

.

.

. 29

Airwork (NZ) .

.

.

. 25

n3

.

.

.

. 7

Airwork (NZ) .

.

.

. 26

Oceania Aviation .

.

. 18

Air Tractor

.

.

. 11

Oceania Aviation .

.

. 19

Aviation Safety Supplies

. 1

Olympus .

.

. 5

BlackBox NG .

.

.

. 10

Pacific Turbine Brisbane

. 4

CAA

.

.

.

.

26

. 20

.

.

.

.

. 2

Petroleum Logistics

.

. 28

Educhem .

.

.

.

. 3

Pratt & Whitney Canada

. 15

25
24
22

20

21

19
15

14
13
12

Eye in the Sky .

.

.

. 24

Spidertracks .

.

.

. 21

.

.

.

. 8

TracMap .

.

.

.

. 27

Hawker Pacific

.

.

. 22

TracPlus Global

.

.

. 9

9

8

6

7

.

.

. 23

v2track		 .

.

.

. 13

IMS

.

.

.

.

. 16

Vector Aerospace .

.

. 12

IMS

.

.

.

.

. 17

18

17

11

10

Flightcell .

Hawker Pacific

Conference Structure

27

23

16

5

4

1

3

2

(Current at time of print)

More Keynote Speakers

Foyer

Office

Louisa Patterson - Eye in the Sky

A pioneer of the air tourism industry, Louisa (“Choppy”) Patterson
has been flying for over 30 years. During this time, she has held
roles throughout the industry from agricultural flying through to
flying for airlines. Louisa formed Over The Top in 1986, utilising
helicopters to showcase NZ’s raw beauty to international guests. She
has over 12,000 hours flying experience and holds an HAI Gold
award and a NZHA Platinum award, reflecting more than 25 years
and over 10,000 hours of safe flying. Louisa holds the roles of Chief
Pilot, Standards Pilot and CEO of the company.

What’s happening at Conference
This year’s conference is being held 24-25
July inclusive with NZAAA members
also attending training days over the prior
weekend.
The duration reflects member wishes
not to be away from work for too long,
and to spend time with people from other
divisions.
The theme of ‘improving performance’
runs through the plenary (mornings
of 24-25 July) as well as through the
NZAAA, NZHA, Supply Services
Engineering, Training and Development
and Tourist Flight Operators Conferences
(afternoons of 24-25 July).
Breaks during the conference will be
held in the trades hall which this year
features a number of first-time exhibitors
from New Zealand and Australia. These
companies are generally well known and it
will be great to see them in Hamilton.
For more information including the
latest information and programme details
as the conference date approaches, visit
www.aia.org.nz

Highlights at Conference

There will be many including:
• Three case studies of technologies
developed in NZ for a world market;
- Louisa Patterson - Eye in the Sky
- Chris Hinch - TracPlus
- Todd O’Hara - Spidertracks
• Graeme Harris from the CAA will
discuss the role of the regulator in
aviation as well as future directions.
• Philippa Gander from the Sleep Wake
Research Centre will address Fatigue
Risk Management.
• Liz Wotherspoon from The Icehouse
will be presenting on Improving
performance: Working on the business
not in it.
• Captain Simon Nicholson and Captain
Chris Mehlhopt from HIMS will talk
about Improving Safety - Reducing
Risk through Just Culture, drugs and
alcohol testing.
• Lesley Bird from NZ Police will explain
processes and procedures to avoid
accidents and the support available
should one be experienced.

Tom McCready - Eye in the Sky

Retired Air Accident Investigator and engineer, Tom McCready
will speak on the development of Eye in the Sky. This aircraft video,
audio & data recording device will playback, in high definition, the
view from the cockpit including the instrument panel, enabling data
and actions to be analysed, theories to be proven, and safety to be
improved. GPS and inertial data is also provided by this new device.

Chris Hinch - Chief Operating Officer, TracPlus

The founder of TracPlus, Chris has enjoyed a 33-year career in
ICT from assembly level programming on Apple II computers to
developing real-time air traffic control simulators. A private pilot,
Chris has a passion for aviation and making meaningful changes to
peoples’ lives through the careful application of technology.

Dave Blackwell - CEO, Spidertracks

Dave is the CEO of Spidertracks. He has a strong background
in the transport industry and holds a BE in Industrial Management
completed with 1st class honours in 2012. Dave says Spidertracks
is committed to aviation and aviation safety. “We know how
demanding your business can be, and that’s why we’re here to be the
easiest part of your operation.”
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Globally Connected Cockpit with TracPlus and RockAIR
Global tracking and messaging provider
TracPlus Global has announced the
RockAIR, a portable, glareshield
mounted, satellite/cellular tracking and
messaging device from their partner Rock
Seven Mobile. When used with TracPlus’
mission-critical platform, the RockAIR
provides aviation operators with very costeffective global connectivity.
The RockAIR is entirely self-contained
and attaches securely and easily to the
glare shield with an included quick release
clip. Powered either via USB or aircraft
power, it automatically switches between
ground-based cellular data networks and
Iridium’s global satellite network to send
and receive position reports, text messages
and user-defined forms from anywhere in
the world. Supported by comprehensive
DO-160G testing documentation, the
portable form factor allows for low-cost
installation into most aircraft. (DO-160G
refers to Environmental Conditions and
Test Procedures for Airborne Equipment).
An NVG-compatible front panel
provides temporary suspension of tracking
in agricultural or on-station loiter
operations, automated SAR monitoring,
position marking and distress activation/
cancellation.
The RockAIR includes multiple
digital inputs to support engine and
airborne sensors, allowing the automatic
and accurate capture and transmission
of take-offs, landings, engine starts/
shutdown, as well as user-defined events
from other sensors. In addition, a host
of internal sensors allow the RockAIR
to transmit flight operating conditions
such as operating temperature or sudden
impact events. An internal backup battery
allows position and event reports to be
transmitted after the aircraft has been shut
down, allowing accurate flight and engine
time reporting.
GPS, internal and external sensor
information is logged onto a removable
SD card every second, allowing the
RockAIR to operate as a flight recorder for
post flight or post incident analysis.
The RockAIR uses Bluetooth and the
TracPlus Connect app to bring additional
functionality to the cockpit. This includes
sending and receiving text messages,
configuring the device, and filling and
sending user-defined forms anywhere in
the world, regardless of cellular coverage.
Chris Hinch, Global Chief Innovation
Officer for TracPlus, says that as this
2017 #3

is the first DO-160G-tested portable
tracking device with both satellite and
cellular capability, TracPlus is including
unlimited 15-second cellular tracking with
all airtime plans for the RockAIR. “We
are very excited to bring Rock Sevens’
latest product to our customers – this
represents a tremendous step forward in
global connectivity and capability, and we
are delighted to be delivering a range of
new and innovative services and plans that
build upon this remarkably accessible and

powerful platform,” says Chris.
The RockAIR is available from
US$1795, with a range of airtime plans
to choose from. TracPlus is the exclusive
provider of the RockAIR in Australia
and New Zealand. Visit tracplus.com/
rockair for more information or meet
with Chris during the Aviation Leadership
Conference at Hamilton. Chris can be
contacted via chris.hinch@tracplus.com or
021 535 294. See also advert on page 9 of
this issue of KiwiFlyer.

DEVELOPED BY THE INDUSTRY FOR THE INDUSTRY
BENEFITS:
• Ensure aircraft is operating at
optimum to reduce risk to pilots
and passengers
• Verify your pilot is following his flight path to assure a
safe outcome every time

See us at Booth 11 during the
Aviation NZ Conference
Distinction Hotel, Hamilton
24th and 25th July

• Capture HD video and audio evidence to confirm
your aircraft and pilot are safe and working to
industry standards
• Receive ‘near-miss’ evidence to support any safety
issues and occurences during flight
• Verify pilot-to-engineer reporting is thorough to avoid
human misinterpretations
• Identify causes for accidents to
prevent reoccurrence
Visit us at Booth #24 during the
Aviation NZ Conference

+61 437 394 272

www.fieldair.com.au

For further information please contact:
E: info@eyeinthesky.co.nz M:(+64) 21 337 888
W: www.eyeinthesky.co.nz
All profits to the James PG Foundation
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Conference Programme

Experience
Expertise

Plenary Session

Monday 24th July
0900
0930
1000

Welcome and comments about Aviation NZ Lloyd Matheson, President of Aviation NZ
The Government as a future purchaser of aviation services Harry Maher, DoC. Neil Hygate & Stephanie Dillon, Ministry of Defence
Improving Performance: Working on the business, not in it. Liz Wotherspoon, The Icehouse

1030

Morning Tea in Trade Display area

1100
1130
1200

Improving Performance: We did it - World Class NZ technology case studies from 3 SME companies
Tom McCready and Louisa Patterson, Eye in the Sky; Chris Hinch, TracPlus; Dave Blackwell, Spidertracks
Improving Knowledge: The role of the regulator, future directions Graeme Harris, CAA
Improving Knowledge: The future importance of aviation Sue Moroney MP, Labour

1230

Lunch in Trade Display area sponsored by Airfuels.com

NZAAA

NZHA

1330

T&D

SSE

Integrity
Innovation
Communication

TFO

TAIC Reports: what can we learn from them and implement? Workshop with TAIC

1415

Incident Safety Reporting: what have we learned as an industry from them, where are
these reports heading, what will we do in future? Workshop with Joe Dewar, CAA

1500
1530

Technical Engineering
Presentation

Afternoon Tea in Trade Display area
Issues with EPA
Workshop with Dr Jacqueline
Rowarth, Chief Scientist, EPA

1630

Improving Safety in commercial
helicopter operations
Workshop with John McKinlay and
Steve Moore, CAA

AGM

Our clients enjoy a business relationship with us based on trust and integrity

Instructor Training
and Supervision
Workshop with CAA

Redfort identify your specific needs and provide the best freight logistics solution
to ensure you achieve the most positive end result - including financial

AGM

Plenary Session

Tuesday 25th July

Current at 10th July

0900
0910
0935

Outlook for Aviation Aviation NZ
Saving money - the insurance risk Arden Jennings, Avsure
Improving safety - Fatigue Risk Management Prof. Philippa Gander, Sleep Wake Research Centre, Massey University

1030

Morning Tea in Trade Display area

1100
1150
1210

Improving safety - Reducing risk through Just Culture, Drug and alcohol testing, HIMS Capt. Simon Nicholson and Capt. Chris Mehlhopt, ALPA
Saving money - ACC levies Martin Wouters, The Manage Company
Planning for and recovering from an accident Lesley Bird, New Zealand Police

1240

Aviation NZ AGM

1300

Lunch in Trade Display area sponsored by ASPEQ

NZAAA

NZHA

T&D

Fatigue Risk Management. What are the implications for GA, NZAAA
and NZHA operators? How do they fit into a wider FRMS framework?
How can we be sure that what is developed in NZ is fit for purpose?
Workshop with Prof. Philippa Gander, Sleep Wake Research Centre

SPREADMARK review
John Sinclair

Australian Helicopter Industry
Association update
Peter Crook, AHIA

1545

The benefits of hourly maintenance
programs Richard Warren, JSSI

1615

AGM

TFO

Employers of low-hour pilots:
relationship building, needs and
expectations.
Workshop (together with TFO)

What are we doing right, what are
we doing wrong, challenges for
our future. Workshop

With T&D

Fatigue Risk Management
for Engineering
Workshop with Philippa Gander,
Sleep Wake Research Centre

AGM (TBC)

1730

Buses to Gala Dinner

1800

Cocktails followed by dinner at 1900
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SSE

AGM (TBC)

Come and have a chat to Don & Michelle at the
Redfort Car during the Aviation NZ Conference
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As a client of Redfort you will see how we have earned our reputation of excellence
- providing complete worldwide logistical solutions taiored specifically to you

Afternoon Tea in Trade Display area

1500
1530

International & Domestic Air & Sea Logistics
Land, Sea & Air Transport
Special Requirement / Complex Logistics
On-site Project Management
Specialist Aviation Freight Services
Logistic & System Consultancy
Couriers
Customs Brokerage / Logistics Insurance
Global Warehouse Sourcing & Management

Welcome Cocktail Reception followed by dinner (own choice)

1715

1400

Trustworthiness

Current at 10th July

www.redfortgroup.com
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Smart Capabilities in the Air from Flightcell
“When it comes to communications you should be able to do
what you do on the ground in the air.” In 1995 this philosophy led
John Wyllie to invent the world’s first cell phone to pilot headset
interface and he hasn’t stopped innovating since.
John and his company Flightcell International produce a range
of unique airborne solutions out of Nelson, NZ. Their products
are designed, manufactured and integrated exclusively in the
South Island between their Nelson operation and Christchurch
manufacturers. This is unusual in today’s environment where
it’s common to manufacture and integrate offshore. “We like to
support Kiwis and we know we get a quality product,” says John.
Their flagship is the DZMx product platform. This is a
lightweight and compact all-in-one unit that combines Iridium
satellite communications, cellular communications and GPS
tracking. It has a modular architecture which provides for over 40
product variants, allowing it to be tailored to specific customer
requirements.
Flightcell is seeing two trends emerging with commercial
helicopter and fixed wing turbo-prop operators. They want to
connect their smart devices wirelessly and they want to send
operational data off the aircraft. They are being empowered to use
devices, surf the internet, make voice calls, text message, email
and send operational data off the aircraft via technologies such as
Iridium’s satellite network, the Global Positioning System (GPS),
3G & 4G cellular networks, WiFi, and Bluetooth.
Data throughput is restricted when using satellite bandwidth,
however when in range of a cellular network pilots can expect
broadband data capabilities, just like they get on terra firma. A
common question is “why install a system, can’t I just use my cell

phone”. One answer is that an installed system includes a highgain antenna that is mounted on the belly of the aircraft and isn’t
shielded by the airframe. New Zealand operators are typically
spending 80% - 95% of their airborne time within range of
cellular networks when using an installed system.
For some time now, flight and location data has been sent
off aircraft and recorded, to track assets and to enhance safety.
However, in addition to this, there is now a real focus on data that
helps a business and its bottom-line. Firefighting operations want
to measure the amount of water uplifted, where it was sourced and
where it was dropped and agriculture operations want to measure
fertiliser load weights and send them back to base. “Apart from
the obvious safety benefits, they are experiencing reduced pilot
workload and receiving operational intelligence from the aircraft,”
says John.
Flightcell’s latest technology-first, Cellular IP Tracking, uses
cellular data and Internet Protocol (IP) to send high frequency 15
second position information over the internet. This technology
is cheaper than Cellular SMS tracking and significantly cheaper
than satellite only tracking. When using Cellular IP Tracking
the switchover between satellite (when out of cellular network
coverage) and cellular is automatic and seamless.
Flightcell equipment is now in over 40 countries and utilised by
many high-profile customers, such as California Highway Patrol,
Bristow Group, Texas Department of State, Royal Flying Doctors,
and the U.S. Military.
Visit www.flightcell.com for more information or meet the
team at Booth 8 during the Aviation Leadership Conference,
Distinction Hotel, Hamilton, 24th-25th July.

Aviation NZ sincerely thanks these conference sponsors
(Current at time of print)
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contributed by Gavin Conroy

KiwiFlyer Feature

- Australia (CASA)
- ME 1 (New Zealand)
- U.K. and Europe (EASA) - AME (Canada)
- United States (FAA)
- Fiji
Dr Anton Wiles & Dr Jon Nelson

Your Experienced
Aviation Medical Services Team

Gavin Conroy image

Military Aviation Museum
Virginia Beach WWII Airshow 2017

Jerry Yagen’s Bf-109 G4 complete with DB 605 engine is another rare aircraft in the USA.
Hangar 1, Steele Road
Hamilton Airport

Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033
Email: paul@centralaero.nz
www.centralaero.nz

Public Liability Insurance
Business Protection Insurance
General Insurance
Offering
Offering the
the best
best possible
possible solutions
solutions to
to protect
protect you
you business
business and
and yourself.
yourself.

09 489 9650 val@hoodbrokers.com www.hoodinsurance.co.nz

FREEMAN FREIGHT

WINNER

INTERNATIONAL & DOMESTIC
Specialising in Shipping
l
l
l

HELICOPTERS
FIXED WING
ALL AIRCRAFT PARTS

100% NZ OWNED & OPERATED
24 hours / 7 days services
DAILY AUCKLAND COURIER

6a Kaha Street, Rangataua, Ohakune.
Phone Warwick on 0273 400 284 or a/h 06 212 8842
email: freemanfreight@xtra.co.nz
www.freemanfreight.co.nz
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SAANZ Robbie Robson
Memorial Trophy

ICP Savannah S

Best Kit Built
Aircraft 2017
ZK-MYN

Ready-to-build kits | Part/Fully assembled options | Build support
Over 250 sold in Australia | Kits and support now in New Zealand
Contact your NZ Savannah Agent Philip Seale at Westwind Aviation
P: 021 747 494 or philipseale@xtra.co.nz www.savannahnz.com
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The first de Havilland Mosquito produced by Avspecs at Ardmore,
KA114, was commissioned by Jerry Yagen for his Military Aviation
Museum at Virginia Beach, USA. Gavin Conroy travelled there
to photograph it at the time and has remained friends with Jerry
since, invited back each year to fly with some of his aircraft and
add to their considerable photo library of great aircraft images.
Having KA114 there makes this an airshow with a strong Kiwi
connection, not to mention the grass strip and boutique nature of
the event which would be equally at home on the New Zealand
‘airshow circuit’. Gavin reports on his visit this year:

In May I made another trip to the Military Aviation Museum in
the USA for their annual WWII airshow. At this show more than
30 aircraft owned by Jerry Yagen fly over three days with visitors
coming from around the world to watch.
If you visit their website you can see the great range of aircraft
they operate. In addition, this year the Commemorative Air Force
brought a B-25 Mitchell, P-51D Mustang, and a recently restored
Bell P-63 Kingcobra which added even more variety to the show.
The displays are structured in such a way to group up similar
aircraft so you see a bunch of trainers, European aircraft, Russian
Front, Pacific Theatre, German Fighters, etc. making their way
around an oval shaped display line.
The show finished with a formation of Mosquito KA114,
Spitfire, and Hurricane.

A ride in KA114

As the show was drawing to a close on the Sunday I got a tap
on the shoulder by Chief Pilot Mike Spalding and he took me
along for the display flight in KA114.
2017 #3

It was the first time I had sat in that aircraft for two years
and was a real treat for the senses. Just sitting there before takeoff looking at the attention to detail in the cockpit was quite
something in itself - it is amazing how much you forget.
I had also forgotten how quickly that aeroplane gets up and
goes as it thunders down the runway, and the lovely crackling
sound as the throttles are closed on landing.
In the days leading up we conducted some photo flights and
paired up aircraft we hadn’t on previous visits.
We put Mosquito KA114 and the Spitfire together, Corsair
and Wildcat looked great flying together, we also put the P-40
Kittyhawk and P-51 Mustang together.
The last flight was with a North American Texan and an SNJ-5
which is essentially a Harvard with a tail hook. They were flown by
father and son team John and Johnny Mazza.
This flight was a good one as these guys have helped me out a
lot with camera planes over the past few years so it was nice to be
able to pay them back in a small way by getting a set of photos of
them both flying.
Every time I’m at this event I run into another Kiwi. This year
Brendon Deere had told me he was coming to check out the show
and I took him to the Fighter Factory which runs alongside the
museum. This hangar is where all of the maintenance work is done
so Brendon was able to compare notes on the Avenger and Spitfire.
All too soon the trip was over. When I arrived on the Monday
before the show I spent two days touring military units that are
in the area. Flying schedules at the museum have prevented such
visits in the past but this year I was able to the time to accept some
invitations - and saw some amazing hardware. Look out for a page
or two on that in the next issue of KiwiFlyer.
More images from Virginia Beach appear overleaf. Ed.

KF
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Military Aviation Museum - Virginia Beach Airshow 2017

Mosquito KA114 & Spitfire MJ730. I’d wanted to get these two together for years.

John Mazza Jr. formates on his father John Mazza Sr. - Texan and SNJ-5.

Commemorative Air Force B-25 takes off on another flight filled with customers.

Kittyhawk and Mustang out together with great results from impressive flying.

Wildcat (with Corsair) is probably the most authentic of the type flying today

The CAF’s P-63 Kingcobra flew in 2017 for the first time in decades.

Help to defend and promote General Aviation in New Zealand
The General Aviation Advocacy Group of New Zealand (GAA) has no
formal membership, no committees and no fees.

Consolidated Catalina is always popular as not a lot are flying in the USA.

Curtiss C-46 Commando about to roll, soon after the 105mm howitzer was fired!

It’s simply a voluntary social network of more than 2000 pilots,
engineers and operators, supporting each other and standing up for
GA against red tape, spiralling fees and powerful bureaucrats.
You can help to make a difference.
Just drop an email to admin@caa.gen.nz or airfabrico@xtra.co.nz

www.caa.gen.nz

ADVANCED MULTI-ENGINE IFR TRAINING

Training
now available
to meet new
PBN/GPS CAA
requirements

RENEW YOUR INSTRUMENT RATING NOW AND INCLUDE RNAV
SINGLE PILOT IFR COMMAND RATINGS l MULTI-CREW TRAINING
l CERTIFIED PBN/GPS COURSES RUN REGULARLY
l INITIAL AND SUBSEQUENT TWIN TYPE RATINGS ON CESSNA 402C & PIPER SENECA IV
Train for an airline in one of the best equipped multi-engine turbo charged Senecas in
the country, with highly experienced instructors that have actual airline experience.
l
l

Delivering Avionics expertise to the greater Waikato and beyond
New installations, biennial inspections, faults and maintenance
Fixed wing and Rotary aircraft
Avionics and Aircraft LAME
Authorised inspector

Call 03 572 8964 or 021 472 533
or email: sales@avclean.co.nz for more info!
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Call us to discuss your
Avionics requirements

Contact: Adam (Sammy) Seumanutafa
E: contact@primaryavionics.co.nz
P: 022 636 6573
Steele Road, Hamilton Airport
Smokefree Avionics Experts
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A: Woodbourne Airport, Blenheim

Ph: 0800 743 432
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ZK Review Profiles contributed by Penny Belworthy
ZK-ADM Yakovlev Yak-52

A Yakovlev Yak-52 appears on the
arrivals list this time, recently imported
by ADM syndicate. Syndicate member
and engineer Chris Burton said they had
been looking for a “toy” to fly but found
nothing in the western world that will do
what a Yak-52 will do for the horsepower
and the price. Also, they liked the look of
Russian aircraft.
The Yak-52 is a Soviet primary trainer
aircraft which first flew in 1976. It was
designed originally as an aerobatic trainer
for civilian sport pilots and military
pilots. Utilising a tricycle undercarriage
rather than a tailwheel, the aircraft looks
similar to the earlier Yak-18 and are now
manufactured by AeroStar in Romania.
This Yak-52 is powered by a 360 hp
nine-cylinder radial engine that uses
around 60 litres per hour and at a cruise
speed of 250 kph has a range of about
an hour and a half. The construction
of this aircraft is very strong and the
roomy tandem cockpit has great visibility.
Aficionados claim them as the perfect
aerobatic aircraft, being very responsive
and capable but also easy to fly and land.
One of its key features is its extensive
pneumatic system. Engine starting,

The balloon envelope is fitted with an
easy to operate smart-vent system which
has a positive resealing feature. The double
T woven basket has a solid floor which
is protected with thick hide, supplied in
brown to match the top upholstery along
with kiln dried hardwood runners. Air
is heated by four new cross-fire burners
which are quieter and more powerful than
other burners whose louvered can design
helps shield passengers and the pilot from
the noise of combustion at the start of the
gas stream.
Sunrise Balloons is a family owned and
operated company that has been flying in
the region since 1998. The multi coloured
FBU looks great in the air and Pilot
Carrick McLellan says it is great to fly as
well.

landing gear, flaps, and wheel brakes are
all pneumatically actuated. Spherical
storage bottles for air, replenished by an
engine driven compressor, are situated
behind the rear cockpit with contents
displayed on the instrument panels.
ZK-ADM has a registered colour scheme
based on a military paint scheme with
black and white checkers on the cowls
and black and white stripes on the wings
and fuselage, with the 83 on the fuselage
denoting the year it was built.

ZK-FBU Kavanagh B-350 Balloon

ZK-XVI Nieuport 16 Replica

Sunrise Balloon Adventures Ltd of
Queenstown have a new balloon on
the register. The Kavanagh B-350 was
manufactured by Kavanagh Balloons
based just outside Sydney.
The huge B-350 has the capacity to
carry up to 24 people at a time depending
on the weight of the passengers and will
complement the other slightly smaller
balloons in their fleet (one carries 17 and
the other carries 15). Having the larger
capacity balloon is a case of ‘making hay
while the sun shines’, enabling more
people to get up in the air at once when
the weather is settled enough for a balloon
flight.

This project was started by American
Frank Luft back in the 1960s as a 7/8th
scale Nieuport 17 - but using a modern
aerofoil. The basis for the design was a
copy of German reverse-engineered plans
of a Nieuport 11 plus a set of modern
replica plans.
Frank got as far as constructing
the fuselage framework and tail, some

Airport Drive, Palmerston North
Phone +64 6 357 1149 | Fax +64 6 357 0886
fieldair@fieldair.co.nz | www.fieldair.co.nz

Engine & Electrical
General Engineering

• GSE servicing and repair

Supply

• Aviation GSE a specialty

Aircraft Maintenance
Instrument Services
Engine and Electrical
Contact Quentin Hughes
06 350 0956 | quentin@fieldair.co.nz
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Instrument Services
Contact Chris McLaughlin
06 350 0957 | chrism@fieldair.co.nz

• Steel and Aluminium welding

Maintenance
Contact Mike Eastment
06 357 1149 x740 | mike@fieldair.co.nz

• Design and Fabrication
• Road cargo systems

Supply
Contact Pat Elliot
06 350 1743 | pat@fieldair.co.nz

General Engineering
Contact Sean Henderson
06 359 0452 | sean@fieldair.co.nz
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ARRIVALS - March/April 2017		
ADM Yakovlev Yak-52
ZK-ADM Syndicate
TVAL Albatros DVa-1
The Vintage Aviator Limited
ALB
CIA
Piper PA-18-150
Munro Investments Limited
EMK Cessna 180K
Mr G R Norris
FBU
Kavanagh B-350
Sunrise Balloon Adventures Limited
HDA Agusta AW139
HNZ New Zealand Limited
Bell 206B
Heli Resources 2012 Limited
HIX
HMT Hughes 369D
TT Helicopters Limited
Bell 412
Oceania Aviation Limited
HRX
HWL Bell 206L-3
Helicopter Charter Karamea (2006)
HYO Eurocopter AS 350 B2
Mountain Helicopters Fox Glacier
ICO
Bell 206L-3
Air Safaris & Services (NZ) Limited
ICZ
Eurocopter AS 350 B2
The Helicopter Line Limited
Guimbal Cabri G2
Kapiti Districts Aero Club (Inc)
IMZ
Martin Aircraft Series 1
Martin Aircraft Company Ltd
JPK
KDO Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
KDP
Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
LAJ
Aeriane Swift
Mr T Pentecost
LOI
McNair Mynah
Mr L J McNair
Falcomposite Furio LN27 RG
Mr P P Krieger
PPK
RAC
Delta Trikes J-RO
Back Country Honey Ltd
The Vintage Aviator RE8-1
The Vintage Aviator Limited
REK
SHB
Diamond DA 42
Air Hawkes Bay Limited
TLC
Cessna 182T
SMS Millipaed Limited
TTS
Cessna 208
Tandem Skydiving (2002) Ltd
WGA Diamond DA 42
Waikato Aero Club (Inc)
Beech F33A
Mr A E Dovey
XPJ
XVI
Nieuport 16 Replica
AHC XVI Syndicate

Christchurch
Masterton
Auckland
Brunei
Queenstown
Nelson
Rotorua
Auckland
Papakura
Karamea
Fox Glacier
Lake Tekapo
Queenstown
Paraparaumu
Christchurch
Hamilton
Hamilton
Christchurch
Papakura
Waitoa
Hastings
Masterton
Hastings
Drury
Taupo
Hamilton
Wanaka
Blenheim

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Balloon
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Jetpack
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 1
Microlight Class 1
Amat Built Aeroplane
Gyroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 1

TRANSFERS - March/April 2017
BGI
Cessna 180
BWL Cessna 172A
COS Cessna 172S
COS Cessna 172S
CXH Cessna 150H
CYC De Havilland DH 82A Tiger Moth
Cessna A150L
CZZ
Piper PA-28-151
EBH
Cessna 152
EOJ
FGD Cessna 152
Glasflugel Club Libelle 205
GIP
GOM Glaser-Dirks DG-400
Schleicher ASW 28
GSS
Eurocopter AS 350 B2
HBT
HGD Bell 206B
HGP Hughes 269C
HHR Kawasaki BK117 A-4
Eurocopter AS 350 BA
HIH
Schweizer 269C
HIM
Eurocopter AS 350 B2
HJV
HMC Schweizer 269C-1
HNT Hughes 369D
HQS Robinson R22 Beta
HTQ Guimbal Cabri G2
Eurocopter EC 120 B
HTV
HUC Eurocopter AS 350 B2
HUW Hughes 369D
HVA Eurocopter EC 120 B
HWM Bell 206B
Kawasaki BK117 A-3
HYE
Kawasaki BK117 A-3
HYZ
Bell 206B
IBF
Eurocopter AS 355 F2
IHF
Bell 206L-1
IND
Robinson R44 II
INP
Robinson R44 II
IRW
Bell 206L-1
ITK
Robinson R44 II
IWP
Socata TB 10
JIG
JMG Cessna 172S
JOM Aeroprakt A-22
Airborne Windsports Edge X 582
JOZ
Piper PA-28-161
KAT
Rand KR-2
KRZ
MTW Tecnam P2006T
MUZ Cessna 180
NPK Cessna 152
NTO Gippsland GA200C
Cessna TU206A
PAI
Cessna 182T
PJC
Airborne Windsports Edge X 582
RAD
Vans RV 7A
RRV
Steen Skybolt
RSC
SCA Zlin Aviation Savage
Gippsland GA8
SLQ
SLW Gippsland GA8
Beech A36
UTE
WNZ Tecnam P2008
Yakovlev Yak-52
YKA

Opotiki
Gisborne
Mount Maunganui
Mount Maunganui
Masterton
Cromwell
Papakura
Blenheim
Waharoa
Feilding
Masterton
Renwick
Taupo
Riversdale
Albany
Havelock North
Papakura
Wanaka
Blenheim
Kaikoura
Westport
Hanmer Springs
Opotiki
Christchurch
Christchurch
Te Anau
Christchurch
Queenstown
Blenheim
Papakura
Papakura
Hamilton
Palmerston North
Silverdale
Whakatane
Australia
Albany
Papakura
Masterton
Queenstown
Rangiora
Queenstown
Papakura
Auckland
Tirau
Wanaka
Hastings
Drury
Otane
Christchurch
Hokitika
Auckland
Kaikohe
Ashburton
Queenstown
Queenstown
Gisborne
Ngatea
Hamilton

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Glider
Power Glider
Glider
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Amat Built Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Amat Built Aeroplane
Amat Built Aeroplane
Microlight Class 2
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
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Little Bush Holdings Limited
Andy Stevenson Aviation Limited
Sunair Aviation Ltd
Tauranga Aero Club (Inc)
Plane Sense Limited
Mr J C Perriam
Aviation Power Supply 1991 Ltd
Mr D G E Harding
Middle Earth FLying School Ltd
NZICPA
Mr M D O’Donnell
Mr G S Morgan
Taupo Gliding Club (Inc)
High Country Helicopters Limited
Orbit Helicopters Limited
Mr W J R Frogley
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Legend Helicopters Limited
Cloudy Bay Helicopters Limited
Kaikoura Helicopters Limited
Mr H E Clementson
Mr W R Hales
Central Helicopters (2014) Limited
Christchurch Helicopters 2001 Ltd
Christchurch Helicopters 2001 Ltd
Fiordland Helicopters Limited
Combined Helicopter Services Ltd
Action Helicopters Limited
Coast To Coast Helicopters 2013 Ltd
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Airwork (NZ) Limited
Rotorcraft 2017 Limited
Government Of Tokelau
Northern Aviation Limited
Frontier Helicopters Limited
Helileasing PTY Limited
Orbit Helicopters Limited
Heliflite Pacific Limited
Mr R V Mason
Southern Lakes Aviation Ltd
Mr J I Philip
Mr N K Mueller
Airline Flying Club (Inc)
Mr N J Hood
Mr S G Mathis
Mr T P O’Donnell
Air Hawkes Bay Limited
Cropdusters Ltd
The 206 Syndicate
Europac XP Limited
Mr T Shaw
Mr D J Chalmers
Mr D F R McMillan
Mr M A Fletcher
Southern Lakes Aviation Ltd
Southern Lakes Aviation Ltd
Andy Stevenson Aviation Limited
A R Jones Family Trust
Gravity Air Limited

Fieldair is a leading New Zealand
aircraft maintenance company
providing air transport and general
aviation operators with a wide range
of services including repair and
overhaul of aircraft, instruments,
equipment and parts.
NZ CAA Part 145, 148, 19F,
NZS/AS, 9001:2008

www.fieldair.co.nz
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ZK Register Profiles continued
beautifully crafted top and side panels,
mainplane ribs and the top two wing spars.
Unfortunately, his eyesight failed and he
had to sell the project. Graham Orphan
was, at the time, negotiating to buy a full
scale Nieuport 11 and came across this
project up for sale. He approached a group
of enthusiasts at Omaka with the comment
that the dimensions were almost identical
to that of a full scale Nieuport 11 or 16 and would they be interested as it could be
transported in the same container as his.
As Eric Driver stated “How could this be
resisted?”
Having duly arrived, their intent was
to complete it as planned and only later
would they remove the curved side panels
to give the correct N16 appearance.
They also planned to finish it in the RFC
camouflage colour scheme as if it had
freshly arrived from France. However,
chance had it that Blenheim was to host
the Russian Rugby team for their training
for the Rugby World Cup - so it was
decided that they would use an Imperial
Russian scheme decorated with their real
(as opposed to cartoon style) artwork. One
is of a mermaid and the other a copy of
an Italian artwork entitled Sleeping Venus
(both from Nieuport 17 aircraft).
It was also decided to fit dummy Le
Prieur rockets to the interplane struts as an
added point of difference.
XVI is powered by a 110 hp Rotec radial
engine, a similar horsepower to the original
Gnome rotary engine. The final touches
are being put into place by JEM Aviation
at Omaka.

ZK-LOI McNair Mynah

At the recent Omaka Classic Fighters
Airshow, this brand-new McNair Mynah
aircraft was flown by young Louis McNair
in the Pioneer race which included penny-

DEPARTURES - March/April 2017		
CIT
American Champion 7GCBC
Professional Aviation Services Ltd
Papakura
EMT
NZ Aerospace FU24-954
Aerospread Limited
Napier
Schleicher ASH 25 E
Mr T R Newfield		
GZZ
HCX Kawasaki BK117 B-2
Oceania Aviation Limited
Papakura
Bell 206B
Heli Resources 2012 Limited
Rotorua
HIX
Hughes 269C
Tow & Blow Limited
Hastings
HIZ
HKW Eurocopter AS 350 BA
Way To Go Heli Services Limited
RANGIORA
HRK
Hughes 369E
Hill Country Helicopters (1986) Ltd Wanganui
HRX
Bell 412
Oceania Aviation Limited
Papakura
IGB
Robinson R22 Beta
Heli-Hire Limited
ROTORUA
Robinson R22
Grumbles Developments Ltd
Reefton
IHA
JPC
Gippsland GA200C
Cropdusters Ltd
Drury
KDL
Pacific Aerospace 750XL
Pacific Aerospace Limited
Hamilton
KNK Pacific Aerospace 750XL
SAS Nevers All Ways
Hamilton
SMF
Titan T51 Mustang
Matamata Aviation Limited
Auckland
SNI
TVAL Sopwith 7F.1 Snipe
The Vintage Aviator Limited
Masterton
TCA
Cessna U206G
Oceania Aviation Limited
Papakura
Mr A J Warner
Waitara
WRG Zenith Zodiac CH 601-XL

farthing bicycles, vintage cars and two
1909 Bleriot XI replicas.
The Mynah No. 1, ZK-FKI, was
designed and built by Wallace and Robert
McNair back in the 1980s, a firstgeneration microlight with tubular wing
spas covered with dacron sailcloth. The
concept of creating the Mynah combined
aspects of the Lincoln’s aerodynamics
with the very early (1920) flying bicycle
known as the Pischoff Avionette. In the
late ’80s four other Mynahs were built,
two in Auckland and two in the Waikato.
Robert set up a small production line of
components and parts for the five aircraft
that were produced.
The fifth set of parts went to Waikato
and then was passed through various

Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Power Glider
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Helicopter
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
A/B Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Aeroplane
Microlight C2

Exp
Exp
Exp
Exp
W/d
Exp
Dest
Dest
Exp
Exp
Dest
Dest
Exp
Exp
Dest
Exp
Exp
Dest

owners without much progress until
2013 when Robert’s son Louis tracked
them down and the building of ZK-LOI
commenced. This Mynah included same
changes from the first four; the Dacron
covering was replaced with Ceconite over
built-up ribs mounted on the original
wing structure. The wing now supported
half span ailerons to replace the full span
ones and the rudder surface was increased.
Power for this aircraft is a 50hp Hirth, the
530cc engine driving a 72x36 propeller.
The engine is started with a pull cord.
At Omaka we were lucky enough to
spend some time with the McNair family;
Wallace, Robert, Louis and Olivia - three
generations of aircraft builders and flyers.
Having recently completed his PPL and
this fifth Mynah aircraft, Louis is also
building a Cassutt Special which is a tiny
single-seat racing aircraft designed in
the United States in 1951 for Formula
One air races. Olivia is completing her
last year at high school down in Wanaka
while learning to fly with Wanaka’s Classic
Flights and has soloed in their Citabria
aircraft. I’m sure both of these two will
have their sights on Dad Robert’s Tiger
Moth as the next rating to acquire.

Event Guide
July 22nd
Golden Bay Flying Club Dawn Fly-in Takaka
Cooked breakfast (gold coin donation), spot landing on arrival,
landing fees $6. Backup day July 23rd. Contact Ryley Fleming
Ph: 027 417 9568
July 24th-25th
Aviation NZ Leadership Conference
Distinction Hotel, Hamilton. See feature in this issue of KiwiFlyer.
August 20th
Hawera Aero Club Fly-in
Come one, Come all to the annual Hawera Aero Club Fly-in.
We will serve you a cooked breakfast on arrival. Spot landing.
Contact Julie Ingram 021 150 2351, ja.ingram@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/HaweraAeroClub
September 9th-10th
100 Years of Brodie Family Flying Rangitata Island
Celebrating four generations of Brodie family aviation.
Ph: 03 693 8675 or 027 276 0914 email: eca.fly@xtra.co.nz
October 13th-15th
Tiger Moth Club Fly-in at Taumarunui
And 50th Anniversary of the airfield. Contact Graeme Wood
Ph: 027 293 2318 or email: woodsy@clear.net.nz
October 21st-22nd
Taupo Gliding Club 50th Anniversary at Centennial Park
All welcome. Please register by email to: gliding@reap.org.nz

NEW ZEALAND WARBIRDS
Seeking Volunteers

The NZ Warbirds Association is a non-profit organisation
dedicated to preserving New Zealand’s rich Aviation Heritage.
We are an umbrella group representing the interests of the owners
of many unique aircraft and have a focus on the operation and
display of these aircraft. If you have an interest in history, heritage
and aircraft, NZ Warbirds may be for you. We have a continuing
requirement for volunteers to assist with our Visitors Centre,
aircraft hangar, model displays and general activities. If you need
an excuse to ‘get out of house’ (guys and girls) we would love to
hear from you. Contact details are below.

Radio Ga Ga ?

Join Our Association

We can make your Radio Go Go !

Contact David: 027 222 0872
avionicscanterbury@clear.net.nz
www.avionicscanterbury.co.nz
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Membership of NZ Warbirds includes free access to the Visitor
Centre and our weekly emailed ‘Ops Orders’ newsletter.
Phone: (09) 298 9207
Email: office@nzwarbirds.org.nz
Ardmore Airfield, Papakura.
www.nzwarbirds.org.nz

Fully mobile avionics service catering for customers throughout Canterbury and the South Island.
Biennial Avionics Inspections. Installation certification and service of installed avionics equipment.
Full aircraft wiring installations for all light GA, homebuilt, experimental and microlight aircraft.
Fault diagnosis and rectification. ELT Battery changes for both Artex and Kannad brand ELTs.
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KiwiFlyer Classified
NEW Robinson R22 Beta II

NEW Robinson R44 Raven I and II

NEW Robinson R44 Cadet

KiwiFlyer

NEW Robinson R66 Turbine

Advertising Index

New Robinson R22 Beta II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II. POA.
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

The new 2-place R44 Cadet is suited for flight schools
and operators that want small helicopter economy with
larger helicopter performance. Lycoming O-540.
Same components as a Raven I (rear seats removed
and aft compartment reconfigured for cargo).
Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

1977 Piper PA32-R Lance ZK-EIB
2820 hrs since new. Engine: 960 hrs/4years to run. 6 Seats.
L/R fuel. IFR. MFD. HF Com. $155,000 incl GST (if any)
4 PAX + Pilot, Cruise Speed 120 kts, 927 lb usable at
max fuel. Contact Brett, Heliflite Pacific (NZ) Ltd,
Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflitepacific.com

Safari Kit Helicopter

Magni M16 Gyro
As New condition.
Only 135 hours since new.
Rotax 914 engine.
Price Negotiable.
Call for details.

1980 Cessna T210-N Centurion ZK-ETI
4951 hrs since new. Engine: 1200 hrs TSO, 400 to run.
On condition. Many extras. Incl L/R Fuel. Very clean.
$169,500 +GST All serious offers considered.

THINKING OF SELLING

Contact Ian Crook
P: 03 235 8371

Can we be of service?

M: 0274 324 273
Email: sonyacrook@xtra.co.nz

We Desperately Need
GOOD Aircraft to
Replace our Depleted Stock

R44 Raven II
70 hrs since first life o/h in Apr 2016
Total Time 2222 hrs since new
Full instrument panel

Fly a real helicopter without the high cost of a certified type.
Dependable O-360 Lycoming. Rugged design. 4130 chrome
moly frame. Shaft driven tail rotor - no belts. Titanium spindles
and transmission shafts. Chip detectors. High inertia composite
main rotor blades. Titanium tail rotor blades. Governor. Cyclic
trim. Cabin heat. Roomy cabin. Contact Bruce Belfield,
AU and NZ Dealer. Hm 07 871 5699 Mb 027 696 5159
E: brucenik@xtra.co.nz
www.safarinz.com

09 298 6249 or 0294 923 160
Dennis@DTIaircraftsales.com

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
www.DTIaircraftsales.com

Alpi Pioneer 300
For Sale

Put 50 years of our experience to work
and achieve the result you seek.
Please call for an appraisal of your
aircraft and a sales proposal.

Clean history
Always hangered

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Excellent condition

NZ$455,000
Ph: 027 222 4233 or 027 418 0991
Email: kittoheli@xtra.co.nz

09 298 6249 or 0294 923 160
dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com
www.dtiaircraftsales.com

Cirrus Aircraft For Sale

Class 2 Microlight. Retractable. Airframe and engine TT 690 hrs. 6 cylinder 120 hp Jabiru engine 180 hrs
since overhaul fitted with latest heads. All history available. Always hangared. Awesome cross country
aircraft 125-130 kts. Two-blade fixed-pitch propeller. GPS and full instrument panel. Additional reserve tank
and 5 hrs endurance. Importers own aircraft that has continued to be maintained by him. Foolproof to fly and
a cheap way into a high performance aircraft. $200,000 new. This aircraft has never been used for training.
Microlight flying is much less expensive with no costly medicals required.
Contact owner on 0273 745 111. $85,000 ono.

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

2017 Cirrus SR22 310 hp G6 Special edition.
Latest Garmin Perspective Plus NXI package.
A/C luxury GA flying. 165 kts @ 9000 ft on 50 lph.
US $711900 +GST less demo allowance.

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column
space at the rate of only $10 including GST per column centimetre. Please
contact us for commercial advertising rates.

2014 Cirrus SR22 G5 GTS – Yes the complete GTS package
incl. A/C, TCAS, etc. Dual 12” screens. Under 300 hrs and
just like new. Still under warranty. US $625000 + GST

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244.
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for
details by email or phone 09 279 9924.

2006 Cirrus SR22 G2 GT. Twin Avidyne screens
with TCAS Mode S ADSB transponder and
430 WAAS upgrade. A/C and with anti-ice.
Only 750 hrs since new. NZ $400000 + GST

Cirrus – the worlds best selling GA single
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Classified deadline for the next issue is 14th August.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement.

Please contact Bruce Brownlie
sales@cirrusaircraft.co.nz 0274 438 371
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KiwiFlyer Classified
Beech V35B ZK-EDJ

HELICOPTER ENGINEER CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Private Aircraft For Sale
A Really Nice Flying Platform
Always Hangared. Located Rangiora.

Seeking Full time, qualified and experienced LAME for our Christchurch base.
Great team, environment and beautiful helicopters to service.

Built 1970. TTSN 3714 hrs.
Continental IO520 (1994) TSO 893 hrs.
McCauley prop (reman. 1983) TSO 1075 hrs.
King avionics: DME, NavCom 1&2,
VOR/ILS, VOR 2, ADF 1&2, AutoPilot.

The successful candidate will be NZCAA licensed with Group Rating 1 or 2 Helicopters
and preferably have Ariel and LTS101 engine ratings.
You also need to be able to work autonomously, and have great communication skills.

Price: NZD130,000
Ph. Keith: 021 323 798 or kjneylon@gmail.com

ZK EDJ has just come off a major maintenance overhaul and is in great shape for anyone who likes to
fly a high performance, well built, low maintenance and comfortable aircraft. As a business commuter
she has served me well flying in and out of most New Zealand airports in all sort of weather conditions.
I have no hesitation in recommending her to a discerning purchaser. AvTek in Timaru has taken care of
her maintenance needs over the last number of years and are available to report on her overall condition.

Bede BD-5 For Sale

Magni M22 Gyro
Immaculate Condition
295 Hours
For specifications see:
http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/
Listing.aspx?id=1299735048

$89,800 +GST
or near offer
Contact Leo on 021 0284 2049

High performance experimental Bede BD-5, ZK-ZBD.
(As in James Bond movie Octopussy, but prop driven
not jet). 230+ knots, +6g –6g. Retractable. Variable
pitch prop. Fuel injected Hirth engine. Last flown 2010.
Location: New Plymouth. Price negotiable.
Contact: iangriffin@slingshot.co.nz

1 1974 SCOTTISH AVIATION BULLDOG T1 MK-1

Aircraft Acquisitions Worldwide

8190 hrs since new. Aerobatic. Lycoming 200 hp. 330 to run.
Hartzell constant speed prop. Full Gyro panel. Complete
records. Former RAF trainer. 40 LPH for 110-115 kts. No
third seat fitted. Asking $79,900 inc. GST (if any)

With over 50 years Experience in Sourcing,
Delivering & Importing aircraft from
around the world we are well placed to
supply an aircraft to suit your requirements.

2 1980 CESSNA 172RG “CUTLASS”   ZK-EWP

Call Dennis for a chat
Coming soon: 2004 Socata Trinidad TB-21GT1

Only 2500 hrs since new. Engine 1425 hrs/4.5 years to run.
Garmin GTN-650 touch screen GPS/COM.
Autopilot with altitude hold. IFR. Brand new interior.
$110,500 +GST if sold in NZ

1

3 PAPA 51 THUNDER MUSTANG ZK-TMG

2005 model. 408 hrs TTSN. Hangared Ardmore. US$385,000

4 1985 PARTENAVIA P68C ZK-SMB

Only 3350 hrs since new. Engines 910 TSO.
High gross weight. $299,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

2

3

5 de HAVILLAND CHIPMUNK   ZK-JIT

Ex- R.A.F. DHC-1 Mk22 6,780 hrs since new. 1160 TSO on
Gipsy Major 10 Mk-2. $99,950 (incl GST if any)
1998 EAGLE 150-B   ZK-EGL
Only 430 Hours SN. GPS / COM, Transponder, Intercom,
Full Gyro Instruments. 120 Knot cruise at 23 litres per hour.
Factory demonstrator. $59,900 +GST if sold in NZ.

4

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

5

Contact Dennis: P. 09 298 6249 | M. 0294 923 160

Celebrating 50 Years of Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions
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1975 PIPER PA31-350 CHIEFTAIN   ZK-NSP
12,159 hrs since new. 1272 hrs since factory remanufacture.
72 hrs since overhaul. Hamilton Aero Maintenance for Part
135 Ops. Cargo Door. BLR Vortex Generator kit.
Asking $295,000 +GST if sold in NZ

E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com

Visit us at Harvard Lane,
Ardmore Airport, Papakura.

Hangarage and Parking Available at Ardmore

www.DtiAircraftSales.com
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Please apply with CV and Cover Letter to the attention of Pip Ives
info@helimaintenance.com  |  +64 (0)3 359 1001  or  +64 (0) 277 336 982
4/25 Aviation Drive  |  Harewood Aviation Park
PO Box 39144  |  Christchurch, 8545

www.helimaintenance.com

Seeking
Experienced
Helicopter
Agriculture Pilot
Heartland Helicopters have been operating
in the Gisborne region since 2009. We
specialise in agriculture spraying, seeding
and fertiliser application for farmers,
forestry and horticulture users. We operate
from Wairoa to the east cape.
We currently operate 2 x R44, and are
expanding to a third machine.
We are looking for an experienced
helicopter agriculture pilot to join our team.
In this exciting role you will be flying an R44
with Tracmap GPS - about 450 hours a year
to start with, with the role growing to more
hours with growth. You will also be working
with a great group of people
Coming from a strong AG background, you
will be expected to have:
• 1500 Total Time
• 500 Total AG hours
• Aerial Spraying rating
• Aerial Topdressing rating
• Robinson Safety Awareness Training
• R44 rating
• Chemical Rating
• NZ Pilot Medical
Skills and experience
• Ability to work as a team player
• Excellent customer service skills
• Demonstrated interpersonal skills
• Demonstrated organisational skills
• Excellent communication skills
• Highly detailed and task oriented.
• Accurate application with Tracmap GPS
A few benefits include
• Backup support from 3rd pilot for leave
and weekends
• No hanger time during week days, if the
work is done, you can head home to
your family.
• Not having to search for new customers
(no cold calling)
If you would like to join our team, please
email your CV to fly@hhl.kiwi or phone
Suzi on 0274 439098

2017 #3

Licensed Small
Aircraft Engineer
Canterbury Aero Club and The
International Aviation Academy in
Christchurch New Zealand require
a number of Licensed small Aircraft
Engineers. You will need Aeroplane
licences group 1, 2 and 3 and Powerplant
Group 1 and 2 as a minimum.  This is a
permanent role.
If you do not hold NZ CAA licences,
you will be required to supply all the
supporting documentation that is
acceptable and transferable to NZ CAA.
We have a number of positions to fill.
You will need to be a skilled and
experienced small aircraft engineer with
sufficient experience to work on our
mixed fleet of Cessna, Piper, Partenavia
and Alpha aircraft.
We are going through a significant IT
restructure focusing on a high-tech
approach to all document management,
business process and engineering
support. You will be joining a team that
is very proactive with regard to moving
forward to the next level of business
management. Although we can train
you, best you are somewhat interested
in new technology, management and
systems.
Send your CV with a brief cover letter to
engineering@cac.co.nz  
We are looking for someone interested
in a career move with management
potential. We will offer training and
ample opportunity to branch into a
speciality if you show promise or have
relevant experience.
To apply for this job you’ll need to be
eligible to get a  work or resident visa to
stay in new Zealand.

Helicopter
AG Business
For Sale
Currently operating
2 machines
l

Experienced
positive growth
l

Stable and loyal
client base
l

Delivers consistent
proprietor
remuneration and
profitability
l

Plenty of potential
to expand
l

Dedicated team
l

Owners prepared
to remain as
senior person to
the right buyer

Only serious buyers
to apply please
Asking NZ$1.35m
Contact:
heliAG2017@gmail.com
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Visit us at Booths 22 and 23, Aviation Leadership Conference, Distinction Hotel, Hamilton, 24th-25th July

