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Here’s a bumper KiwiFlyer to enjoy. 80 pages 
is a good 16 more than usual due to featuring 
our annual Guide to Aviation Training. Perhaps 
inevitably, the additional contributions and article 
proofing has run this issue a little late in the 
schedule, but rest assured there will still be two 
more before the year is over. This year’s Training 
Guide includes plenty of wisdom and advice for 
new (and existing) flyers. Avenues for starting flying 
when still at school are covered. These are often 
subsidised and frequently offer the highest quality 
of training and mentorship by very experienced 
volunteer Instructors. Airline careers are described, 
including comments on the future of airliner piloting. 
There are some great tips for seeking employment 
as a helicopter pilot. Chris Lapish has contributed 
an article to demystify the requirements of 
getting a first aviation medical certificate. Training 
companies profiled cover the spectrum of ab-
initio to advanced training across all types, and 
everything in between. Perhaps it’s time to consider 
some refresher training, develop better mountain 
or navigation skills, sample some new technology, 
or add a rating to your licence. Learning something 
new is a great excuse to go flying and also to help 
maintain currency, so regardless of the licence you 
currently hold, don’t skip past this section of the 
magazine.

A highlight of this issue, and for all those who were 
involved in the day, is Bryan Cox’s recent Tiger 
Moth flight at Rangitata Island – in the very same 
aircraft he first flew on 28 December 1943 at No. 
3 Elementary Flying Training School at Harewood, 
Christchurch. That’s nearly 75 years ago. Highly 
respected NZ aviator Bryan, now 93, was delighted 
with the opportunity which he had instantly 
agreed to on the provision he could also do some 
aerobatics.

There’s some international content in the pages that 
follow, but all with a NZ connection. Jill McCaw 
writes of the Perlan Project’s recent record setting 
glider flights. And Gavin Conroy has been enjoying 
his annual trip to England for Flying Legends and 
other events. Our centrefold this issue is Keith 
Skilling flying the Hurricane at Flying Legends – his 
24th annual display at the event! Another New 
Zealander overseas as this issue wraps up for print 
is Graeme Frew flying Full Noise at Reno. More on 
that adventure in our next edition…

Back at home, it’s springtime and the daylight 
hours are getting longer. Perfect for the occasional 
recreational flight to finish a day off in the best 
way possible.

Enjoy reading and aviate safely.

Michael Norton
Editor | Publisher 
KiwiFlyer Magazine
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Bryan Cox and Tiger Moth
Reuinited with the same aircraft he 
flew nearly 75 years previously, 
Bryan Cox went for a fly - “but only 
if he could do some aerobatics”. 

New NZ Tecnam Team Expands 
Now Tecnam Agent for NZ, Ruth 
Allanson has been building her team.

In the air with UK Warbirds
Gavin Conroy’s annual England trip 
has yielded magnificent images. 

Shuttleworth and Duxford
Flying Legends is one of the great 
warbird aviation events. Gavin 
Conroy reports from the UK.

Annual Guide to Aviation Training
More than 30 pages of training 
related content for new and 
experienced pilots including 
numerous training provider profiles.
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New GM for Pattershall Oil
Blake Marshall has joined the team at 

Pattershall Oil as General Manager New 
Zealand. Many of the General Aviation 
fraternity will know Blake from his 
previous aviation career spanning over 
40 years. He trained in the RNZAF as 
an engineer until 1979 then worked for 
major airlines in Europe and the Middle 
East before returning to New Zealand 
in 1986. After his return he worked 
for two major oil companies as their 
Senior Operations Engineer and General 
Aviation Manager among other aviation 
related roles. Kent Patterson and Blake 
teamed up 7 years ago to form Pattershall 
Oil. Blake played a minor background 
role whilst working for KiwiRail as their 
Fleet Engineering Manager. Blake says 
“with that train-chasing career now over 
I’ve come out of retirement to assist Kent 
with running and growing the Pattershall 
business both here and overseas; growth 
coming as a direct result of the company’s 
goal to provide exceptional service to its 
customers”.

Full size A320 Simulator installed at 
Ardmore Flying School 

Ardmore Flying School celebrated 
the official ‘opening’ of their new Pacific 
Simulators Euro Jet A320 fixed-base 
simulator in July. This state-of-the-art 
simulator is built from a real aircraft 
cockpit shell and most of the controls plus 
some of the equipment is actual aircraft 
units. With surfaces, controls, switchgear, 
keypads, and seats that either accurately 
replicate or are the real-thing, plus of 
course wrap-around visuals, it doesn’t take 
more than a few moments for a student to 
become immersed in the experience of an 
airliner in the real world. 

The new simulator now provides the 
platform for the School’s Multi Crew 
Integration Course. This course which is 
conducted by current or retired airline 
training Captains, forms the final phase 
of training in the Airline Preparation 
Diploma, is designed to include 
Multi Crew Cooperation training, Jet 
Orientation training and to prepare the 
student for operating in a multi-crew 
environment in airline type conditions. 
Ardmore Flying School CEO Ian Calvert 
says the experience gained by the student 
is very ‘real world’ and the philosophies 
applied along with the standard operating 
procedures to fly a jet are the most current 
used by airlines now.

Aviation Industry Awards Presented
Aviation NZ recently presented their 

annual Aviation Awards “recognising 
outstanding contributions to the 
development of aviation in New Zealand”. 
This year’s awards and citations were:

Individual Award; to Pete Turnbull
This award is made to a member 

that sets high standards, demonstrates 
dedication and commitment, inspires 
others and has made an outstanding 
contribution to the development of the 
aviation industry.

Pete Turnbull has been instrumental in 
the development of the rotary industry in 
New Zealand. He has a wealth of rotary 
experience in New Zealand and overseas. 
With recent helicopter acquisitions, he 
has helped Sikorsky themselves to develop 
operational specifications for some of 
their own aircraft. Another innovative 
approach which Pete has championed has 
been the simulator built at the Northland 
Emergency Services Trust to help practice 
Search and Rescue work.   

Company Award; to Over the Top 
- The Helicopter Company

This award recognises the contribution 
a company has made to the development 
of the aviation industry in NZ with 
demonstrated excellence in improving 
safety, efficiency and marketing.

Over the Top has been in business for 
over 30 years. This company is a strong 
advocate of NZ Inc. and has worked 
with other tourism operators to promote 
New Zealand overseas. The company 
offers tourism options that are limited 
only by the customer’s imagination, and 
has been recognised for its innovation 
by billionaire.com (Most outrageous 
helicopter tours), by traveller.com.
au and by the Helicopter Association 
International for its attention to safety. 
Chief Executive Louisa Patterson has 
also made a strong commitment to the 
development of the NZ Helicopter 
Association.  

Richard Pearse Innovation Award; 
to Oceania Aviation

This award is made to a member 
that sets high standards, demonstrates 
dedication and commitment, inspires 
others and has made an outstanding 
contribution to the development of the 
aviation industry.

Oceania Aviation started in 1996 
specialising in aircraft parts and 
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About Us

Subscribe

Advertise  (next deadline 31 October)

Contribute

Our comprehensive aviation-focused 
distribution and readership is the very best 
way to connect your business to the New 
Zealand Aviation Community. 

Details of our cost-effective rates are 
available from our website, or call for details.

Creative work including graphic design and  
editorial preparation is free of charge.

Contact Us

Subscribe online or send us a cheque. Just 
$40 for six issues over 12 months. 

Are you involved in an interesting aviation 
project? Have you got an interesting aviation 
story to share? Would you like to see 
something different in KiwiFlyer? Contributions 
are welcome. Please contact us for details.
Opinions expressed in this publication are not necessarily those 
of Kiwi Flyer Limited or the Editor. All rights reserved. KiwiFlyer 
contents are copyright and may not be reproduced in any form 
without written permission from the Editor.    

Thank you to our Advertisers who fund this 
publication. Please give them your support 
and let them know you saw them in KiwiFlyer.

Thank you to our regular Contributors:
Ruth Allanson, Bill Beard, Penny Belworthy, 
Grant Benns, Gavin Conroy, Chris Gee, 
Paul Le Roy, Jill McCaw, Frank Parker, 
Geoff Soper, Mark Woodhouse, and others.

We Appreciate

KiwiFlyer is proud to support
Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School,
YouthGlide, and Flying NZ Young Eagles.

Proud to Support
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From a 50 hour inspection on a Cessna 150, to a KingAir 
Phase Inspection or a Pilatus PC-12 Annual, our experienced 

engineers have the skills, knowledge and tooling to assist 
you with all scheduled and unscheduled maintenance 

requirements. Plus: Aircraft recoveries, Insurance repairs, 
Rebuilds, Sheet metal work, Corrosion repairs, Paint 

Maintenance  
and Avionics

AOPA NZ Members
 Call for your avionics installation discount !

We are New Zealand’s Service Centre for
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Garmin Flight Decks

                            
Garmin’s Digital Autopilot for 
light single-engine GA aircraft
List Price $6,995: Our Price $6,295*

GFC-500

GTN-750
Garmin’s all in one 

GPS/Nav/Com Transceiver 
with internal Datacard

List Price $17,200 Our Price $15,840*

GTN-650
Garmin’s all in one GPS/Nav/Com 

Transceiver with internal Datacard
List Price $11,600: Our Price $10,440*

G600/ G500 TXi
Touchscreen Integrated Flight Display
G600 TXi 10.6”    List Price $24,995: Our Price $21,870*
G600 TXi 7”    List Price $18,995: Our Price $17,095*
G500 TXi 10.6”    List Price $15,995: Our Price $14,395*
G500 TXi 7”    List Price $11,995: Our Price $10,795*
EIS TXi Class 1, 2 & 3    From List Price $4595: Our Price $4,250*

Autopilot Engine Monitor

From  $5,500*

TRUTRAK VIZION

From  $5,995*

TRIO PRO PILOT

GTX-335/345
Garmin’s ADS-B Out Transponder 

non-WAAS - List $2,995: Our Price $2,770*
inbuilt WAAS - List $3,795: Our Price $3,510*

Stratus ESG
Appareo ADS-B Out Transponder

non-WAAS - List $2,495: Our Price $2,307*
inbuilt WAAS - List $2,995: Our Price $2,770*

Price  $2,695*

Trig ADS-B Out Trandsponder

Cluster gauge. 
List Price from $2,952 
Our Price from $2,804*

CGR-30C CGR-30P BASIC
Primary Engine Monitor
List Price from $4,217 
Our Price from $4,006*

CGR-30P PREMIUM

GFC-600

List Price $19,995: Our Price $17,995*

Digital Autopilot for single & twin-
engine piston & turbine aircraft.

NEW
PRODUCT

TT31

Thinking ADS-B?Thinking PBN / RNP?

Primary Engine Monitor. 
List Price from $3,596 
Our Price from $3,416*
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have an ADS-B Out 
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Does your aircraft 
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ADS-B Test is 
required prior 
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ADS-B Out Transponder 
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Rule 91.257 & NTC 91.258 
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GTN-750
Garmin’s all in one 

GPS/Nav/Com Transceiver 
with internal Datacard

List Price $17,200: Our Price $15,840*

GTN-650
Garmin’s all in one GPS/Nav/Com 

Transceiver with internal Datacard
List Price $11,600: Our Price $10,440*

We are here to help !
06 212 0920   mat@avcraft.co.nz

or  avionics@avcraft.co.nz

From a 50 hour inspection on a Cessna 150, to a KingAir 
Phase Inspection or a Pilatus PC-12 Annual, our experienced 

engineers have the skills, knowledge and tooling to assist 
you with all scheduled and unscheduled maintenance 

requirements. Plus: Aircraft recoveries, Insurance repairs, 
Rebuilds, Sheet metal work, Corrosion repairs, Paint 

Maintenance  
and Avionics

AOPA NZ Members
 Call for your avionics installation discount !

We are New Zealand’s Service Centre for
   

Cirrus and Pilatus Aircraft 

www.avcraft.co.nz
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GTN installs 2016
and G500 installs 

2017. A big 
thanks to 

our Customers!
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Garmin Flight Decks

                            
Garmin’s Digital Autopilot for 
light single-engine GA aircraft
List Price $6,995: Our Price $6,295*

GFC-500

GTN-750
Garmin’s all in one 

GPS/Nav/Com Transceiver 
with internal Datacard

List Price $17,200 Our Price $15,840*

GTN-650
Garmin’s all in one GPS/Nav/Com 

Transceiver with internal Datacard
List Price $11,600: Our Price $10,440*

G600/ G500 TXi
Touchscreen Integrated Flight Display
G600 TXi 10.6”    List Price $24,995: Our Price $21,870*
G600 TXi 7”    List Price $18,995: Our Price $17,095*
G500 TXi 10.6”    List Price $15,995: Our Price $14,395*
G500 TXi 7”    List Price $11,995: Our Price $10,795*
EIS TXi Class 1, 2 & 3    From List Price $4595: Our Price $4,250*

AutopilotEngine Monitor

From  $5,500*

TRUTRAK VIZION

From  $5,995*

TRIO PRO PILOT

GTX-335/345
Garmin’s ADS-B Out Transponder 

non-WAAS - List $2,995: Our Price $2,770*
inbuilt WAAS - List $3,795: Our Price $3,510*

Stratus ESG
Appareo ADS-B Out Transponder

non-WAAS - List $2,495: Our Price $2,307*
inbuilt WAAS - List $2,995: Our Price $2,770*

Price  $2,695*

Trig ADS-B Out Trandsponder

Cluster gauge. 
List Price from $2,952 
Our Price from $2,804*

CGR-30CCGR-30P BASIC
Primary Engine Monitor
List Price from $4,217 
Our Price from $4,006*

CGR-30P PREMIUM

GFC-600

List Price $19,995: Our Price $17,995*

Digital Autopilot for single & twin-
engine piston & turbine aircraft.

NEW
PRODUCT

TT31

Thinking ADS-B? Thinking PBN / RNP?

Primary Engine Monitor. 
List Price from $3,596 
Our Price from $3,416*

re�nishing, Fabric work, Maintenance Control, and Avionics.

Thinking PBN / RNP?
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Questions about the new ADS-B Out requirements?   Call us today!
The NZCAA have officially released the ADS-B Rule. To assist our valued customers transition 
through this period, Avcraft Engineering NZ Ltd. is offering a fixed price of NZD380** for 
your scheduled 24 Month Avionics Inspections, including the ADS-B Out System Testing and 
Recording; or NZD166** for the ADS-B Out Transponder System Testing and Recording only.

Our trained and qualified Avionics Technicians have completed dozens of ADS-B Transponder 
installations. We have the experience, capability, and (importantly) the correct test equipment 
required to help you ensure compliance. Please feel free to contact us any time if you have any 
questions related to this, or any other matter. We look forward to hearing from you soon!
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 2017 Cirrus SR22 310 hp G6 

Special Edition with latest Garmin Perspective Plus NXI package. 
Air Conditioning. Luxury GA flying. 165 kts @ 9000 ft on 50 lph.

 US $711900 +GST less demo allowance.

Cirrus Aircraft For Sale

Please contact Bruce Brownlie
sales@cirrusaircraft.co.nz      0274 438 371

2014 Cirrus SR22 G5 GTS
Yes the complete GTS package including A/C, 

TCAS, etc. Dual 12” screens. 
Under 300 hrs and just like new.  You will not be able to buy 

a cheaper Cirrus G5 with these hours anywhere in the world !   
PRICE REDUCED NZ$725000 +GST

Cirrus – the worlds best selling GA single

SOLD

Next  delivery slot April 2
019

SOLD

Enquire for next available

refurbishment. The company now has 
nine bases throughout NZ and over 200 
staff. Its roles have expanded considerably 
beyond the initial core business.  

The company now has team members 
based in Australia and the US, and offers 
full logistical services for worldwide aircraft 
acquisition. 

Oceania has developed a number of 
STCs especially in the rotary area, and 
exports to Australia, South America and 
Asia, as well as providing specialised 
training for international customers either 
in New Zealand or in market. 

Hearty congratulations are due to all three 
recipients of these very prestigious awards.

NZICPA at Whanganui officially opened
The New Zealand International 

Commercial Pilot Academy (NZICPA) 
was officially opened on 16th August by 
New Zealand’s Governor General Dame 
Patsy Reddy.

Dame Patsy cut the official ribbon 
in front of 100 guests and Academy 
personnel, following speeches by 
herself, NZICPA CEO Phillip Bedford, 
Whanganui Mayor Hamish McDouall and 
local Iwi representatives.

“The freedom and elation of flight 
has long had a powerful hold on our 
imagination,” Dame Patsy said, noting 
also that the facility was already making an 
international name for itself with over 75 
new residents now domiciled in the city.

The NZICPA is wholly owned by 
Whanganui District Council, who 
purchased Flight Training Manawatu and 
then moved the school from Palmerston 
North to their new purpose built $2.5m 
facility at Whanganui Airport. Whanganui 
District Council sees flight training in 
NZ as a growth industry that can bring 
significant economic benefit to the district.

The new facilities certainly are 
impressive, but were in fact outshone 
on the day (KiwiFlyer was there) by the 
exceptional presentation, attitude, and 
helpfulness of all the Academy students 
who were present. As Phillip explained, 
when qualifications are equivalent, it 
is presentation and attitude that will 
stand one student apart from another at 
recruitment time. NZICPA certainly has 
theirs on the right track.

NZ Warbirds mark Battle of  Britain
For the first time in a couple of years, 

the weather was kind to NZ Warbirds for 
their annual flypast over the Auckland 
Cenotaph commemorations of the Battle 
of Britain. Sunday 16th September saw 
twenty aircraft and pilot members lined 
up to take part. Airborne from Ardmore at 
10:45am, their route passed Howick and 
the Eastern Bays, then over the Cenotaph 
from the north at 11:10am, then over 
MOTAT, and back to Ardmore. 

The flypast was in conjunction with 
the RNZAF Association, with the mixed 
formation of aircraft taking part formed 
of a group of fighters, the Roaring Forties 
Display Team of Harvards, and a mixed 
collection of other ex-service and classic 
aircraft. General Manager Trish Reynolds 
says “participation for this and other 
commemorations is a stand-out for our 
Association. We take pride in participating 
every year as it’s a wonderful salute to all 
those men and woman who took part and 
also to those who sadly lost their lives.”

The Battle of Britain was a major air 
campaign fought over southern England 
in the summer and autumn of 1940, 
peaking on September 15, 1940 - when 
200 dogfights took place in 30 minutes.

The next NZ Warbirds Open Day at 
Ardmore will be an Armistice Centenary 
Commemoration on 18th November.

AeroJones CTLS looking for NZ Agents
Aerojones Aviation, a Taiwan 

headquartered company with a substantial 
new factory in Xiamen, China, is now 
building the German Flight Design-created 
CTLS series of aircraft and is the licensed 
manufacturer of this aircraft for all of Asia-
Pacific including New Zealand. Several of 
the German supplied variant of the CTLS 
fly in NZ today.

Company representatives toured NZ 
in September to make acquaintances and 
seek local agents to represent their new 
(and historically well-proven) aircraft. The 
company is the first light aircraft producer 
in China to earn full Civil Aviation 
Administration China approval for such an 
aircraft’s design and production.

The Rotax, Dynon, and BRS equipped 
CTLS ticks all the boxes for technology 
and capability, and an outstanding 
demonstrator deal is available for the right 
NZ agent candidate. For more information 
visit aerojones.com or contact Charlie 
Jones: charlie1120@aerojones.com

Head up and Eyes Out 
A new device to promote ‘head up and 

eyes out’ for recreational pilots has been 
released by Sparksfly Avionics. Connecting 
to the intercom and flight instruments, the 
‘co-pilot’ calls out airspeed at critical flight 
phases. See page 29 for more details.

Career Instructor Opportunities 
Massey University are seeking 

expressions of interest (by 13th October)
from A and B Category Flight Instructors 
interested in a meaningful career in ab 
initio flight instruction, in a unique 
programme that seamlessly blends practical 
flight instruction with academic study. 
The School of Aviation is located at the 
University’s Palmerston North campus. 
More details on page 73.
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It was with regret that the aviation fraternity watched veteran 
Instructor Murray Foster of the Dargaville Aero Club take his last 
flight on Saturday July 28th after a long battle with cancer.

Murray instructed hundreds of students over 40 years, many 
of whom went on to achieve career success in almost every area 
of aviation. He never allowed his illness to get on top of him 
and until the end was still conducting theory exams to students 
clustered around his hospital bed.

He was a one man institution, and after losing his wife Robyn 
some years ago retired from his automotive business and devoted 
his life to the aero club, firstly as a combined President and Chief 
Flying Instructor, and then concentrating solely on providing 
practical and theory instruction to the many enthusiastic students 
who had heard about Murray’s teaching methods. 

The club became Murray’s second home, where he would 
invariably be found twelve  hours a day seven days a week, and 
during any lull in training could be found on the tractor mowing 
the 20 odd acres of grass runways, doing maintenance work, 
washing the three club aircraft, or doing his turn at cooking the 
traditional Saturday lunch for the up to 50 visitors who often 
turned up from all over the country.

A unique aspect of the club was that all training, both PPL 
theory and practical tuition was carried out free of charge, with the 
only cost to the student being a fee to cover the cost of operating 
the aircraft. Murray, together with two other regular instructors 
donated their time on a voluntary basis, Dargaville being one of 
the only aero clubs in the country to provide such a service.

Flying NZ held its Annual Conference and AGM, and the 
Instructor Association AGM in Wellington over two days in July 
- just after our previous KiwiFlyer edition went to print. The two 
days were well utilised by members of aero clubs large and small, 
from across the country with everyone taking the opportunity to 
network and to learn the latest developments within Flying NZ. 

On Friday 20th, the AGM saw Tony Page elected as President. 
Two new Regional Representatives were also elected: Peter King 
for the Alpine Region and Aaron Pearce for the Lakes Region.

The Flying NZ Instructor Association AGM is a chance for 
aero club instructors to network in person. Two new members 
were elected to the Flying NZ Instructor Council; Cassandra 
Jefferies from Hastings and Andrew Sims from Wellington. At 
the subsequent Instructor Council meeting Arran Jefferies from 
Southland was elected Council Chairman.

At the Friday evening Presentation Dinner, Guest Speaker 
Garth England, a retired senior meteorologist shared stories of 
the early days of weather prediction in New Zealand and the 
Islands with a slide show including the rich and famous of the day 
arriving to holiday in Fiji. The eagerly anticipated presentation of 
the prestigious FAI Air Sport Medal to three people on the night 
was appreciated by attendees and a surprise to the recipients; 
Doug Yarrall from Masterton, Jim Fraser from Auckland and Paul 
Drake from Canterbury. FAI New Zealand representative Liz 
King, delights in surprising the recipients wherever possible, and 
was assisted with the presentations by FAI Board Member Bob 
Henderson. A fourth recipient, Jim Summerfield from Kaitaia, was 
presented with his Air Sport Medal on August 4th at a surprise 
function in Kaitaia.

The theme of this year’s conference was ‘Keeping you in the 
loop’, and covered a wide range of topics. Past President Rob 
George opened the Conference, welcoming all present and spoke 
of what had been achieved in the past 12 months.

After an FAI update presented by Liz King, Mark Woodhouse 
of Waypoints Aviation launched the new Flying NZ/Waypoints 
examination bank. Both mock examinations for all Pilot 
examinations and the full Microlight Pilot examinations 
(Operational Knowledge and Technical Knowledge) are now 
available on the Waypoints website www.waypoints.nz 

Instructor Council members Daryl Gillett and Shaun 
Sutherland spoke about the further development of the Flying NZ 
Part 149 certificate and its application.

Tony Page outlined the new initiative of sponsor involvement 

in the Flying NZ Pilot Proficiency programme. All sponsors are 
behind this initiative of continuing skill development and resultant 
safety. Avsure have placed their logo on the Red level, ASPEQ 
on the Bronze level, AIRWAYS on the Silver level, and CAA on 
the Gold level. More data will be required at the time of annual 
statistics returns as Avsure have agreed to use pilot proficiency 
uptake rates as part of the insurance premium risk assessment 
process. On achieving Gold level CAA will receive a copy of the 
certificate for placing in the pilot file. Another new initiative is the 
generation of a log book sticker for each level. Watch this space for 
ongoing improvements in this scheme.

Arden Jennings of Avsure spoke off the changing needs of 
aviation insurance and growth demands upon airlines with the 
developing pilot shortage, and Wayne Blythe from Airways gave a 
comprehensive update on the New Southern Skys Programme.

Deputy Director GA of CAA, Steve Moore spoke about 
CAA’s new Regulatory Craft Program. Steve also spoke about the 
possibility that a commercial drivers licence medical may well 
replace the Class 2 medical for the PPL licence. He concluded his 
talk speaking about the proliferation of drones of various types and 
steps being taken to safely integrate them.

Tui McInnes from the Wellington Met Service gave step by 
step guidance through GRAFOR, the Met Service’s Low Level 
Graphical Aviation Forecast system.

Tony Page and Paul Drake gave a short update on the 
Competition Rules changes for the 2018/2019 competition season.

Flying NZ Webmaster Ian Kirkpatrick discussed the relationship 
between social media and a web site, and gave a presentation on 
maximising the effectiveness of a web site as a promotional and 
marketing tool.

In a less formal style, Rob George interviewed Raylene 
Wadsworth of the Marlborough Aero Club to explore the reasons 
for the Club’s long term success as a relatively large club operating 
in a small community.

It was disclosed that the real reason was the high value placed 
on both current and prospective members and a warm welcoming 
environment for all.

David Saunders gave an update on Young Eagles and why clubs 
that have not yet joined the scheme should do so. He outlined the 
benefits that it had provided at North Shore, not only to the Young 
Eagles, but to the club.

More information on all the Conference presentations is 
available at www.flyingnz.co.nz/conference-2018

Contact David: 027 222 0872
avionicscanterbury@gmail.com

www.avionicscanterbury.co.nz

Fully mobile avionics service catering for customers throughout Canterbury and the South Island. 
Biennial Avionics Inspections. Installation certification and service of installed avionics equipment. 

Full aircraft wiring installations for all light GA, homebuilt, experimental and microlight aircraft. 
Fault diagnosis and rectification. ELT Battery changes for both Artex and Kannad brand ELTs.

Avionics  Doing  Something But
I’m not really sure what.

We can help ! 
Explanations for free. Upgrades at a fair price.
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Flying NZ Conference and AGM Report contributed by Liz King

Helicopter Business 
For Sale
Opportunities like this seldom 
come to market.  A fully 
operational helicopter business 
operating in the Christchurch 
region, New Zealand. Established 
in 2000 this helicopter business 
is operating seven helicopters 
under CAA approval on Part 135 
and 137 operations. The current 
owner is wanting to concentrate 
on other business interests 
however is willing to remain 
in a flying capacity if required. 
Hangars, plant and machinery are 
included in the sale. 
Engineering division and 
EC130 B4 is additional and by 
negotiation.
 
To register your interest please 
contact the broker Graeme Polley  
graeme@aeroconsult.co.nz or call 
+64 7 8431582

Murray’s success as an 
Instructor, was his ability 
to put nervous students at 
ease. He had a personality 
that students found easy to 
relax with and talk to, and 
in the 30 years I have been 
closely associated with him, 
I have never seen Murray 
get angry, become impatient 
with a student, or give up 
on a student, despite flying 
continual circuits for most of 
each day.

Murray was born on a 
family owned dairy farm in the Hokianga area and spent most of 
his adult life in Dargaville, where he served an apprenticeship as 
a motor mechanic, and then ran a catering business with Robyn 
owning a women’s clothing shop. They both then purchased 
a Whangarei automotive workshop business called the ‘The 
Workhouse’ commuting daily between Dargaville and Whangarei, 
with Murray continuing this business for many years until retiring 
and devoting himself full-time to the club.

Murray will be sorely missed by many members of the flying 
fraternity, and leaves a huge gap in the club’s management team 
which will be very difficult to fill.

             Allan Jessop

Vale Murray Foster contributed by Allan Jessop

Murray Foster
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Back in July at their AGM and 
Conference, Flying New Zealand took 
the opportunity to again surprise four 
people with the prestigious FAI Air Sport 
Medal. The four recipients this year, for 
extraordinary service to general aviation, 
were Jim Summerfield, Doug Yarrall, Jim 
Fraser, and Paul Drake.

The FAI Air Sport Medal may be 
awarded, at any time, to individuals 
or groups for outstanding services in 
connection with air sport activities and for 
promoting aviation in general, especially 
with regard to young people. The NZ 
awards are made annually at the Flying 
NZ Conference. For further information 
contact Liz email: lizking@clear.net.nz

Congratulations to this year’s five 
recipients whose abbreviated citation 
summaries follow. 

Jim Summerfield
At the age of nine Jim saw a 

topdressing aircraft working and decided 
that was what he was going to do. He 
gained his CPL in the ’70s, then flying 
safety patrols, charter, scenic and air 
ambulance flights under the commercial 
arm of Kaitaia Aero Club. At this time Jim 
also took up his first top-dressing job – 
work he retired from just a few years ago.

As the club was reliant on visiting 
Instructors, in 1988 Jim gained his 
Instructor rating thus becoming the club’s 
resident Instructor – as he still is today. “If 
the standard required is here, you aim for 
there” he tells students (a notch higher of 
course). 

Jim has always been strong on safety; 
“I teach to stay alive,” he says. If a club 
pilot is a bit unsure of something Jim 
does not hesitate to offer to go for a fly 
(“I’ll just sit with you, no charge”), to iron 
that something out. He has always been 
available should anyone have a problem to 
discuss, whether they be a local or not. 

In the 1990s Jim re-instigated 
commercial operations for the club. Once 
again he flew all manner of operations 
until that work was taken over by bigger 
companies. These jobs also provided 
valuable experience for other club pilots 
to then continue on with various aviation 
careers. 

Jim has been behind many club 
projects and events over the years, 
including constructing new premises 

in the late ’80s when the club had been 
operating from an old control tower, 
known as the Rats’ Nest. And at the same 
time as being mainstay of the Kaitaia Aero 
Club, Jim has amassed over 22,000 hours 
in his logbook, the majority topdressing 
and therefore incorporating an astonishing 
number of take-offs and landings.  

 
Doug Yarrall

Doug began flying in 1958 with his 
first flight in a glider and also gaining his 
PPL. The two disciplines have intertwined 
through the years nicely.

In the New Zealand gliding world 
Doug was a Foundation Member of the 
Upper Valley Gliding Club, holding 
positions as President and CFI. He was 
made a life member in 1962. He attained 
provincial and national titles across 
various categories as well as competing at 
world events in the 1970s and ’80s. He is 
the holder of the NZ altitude record (in 
1968), still valid 50 years later – at 37000 
feet in a wooden glider with instruments 
and canopy frosted over!

In the powered flying world Doug is 
perhaps best known for being the CFI at 
Wairarapa Aero Club from 2009 to 2017. 
A great supporter of people young and not 
so young with their aviation endeavours, 
Doug was made a Life Member of the 
Gliding Club in 1962 and the Wairarapa 
Aero Club in 1984.

Doug’s nomination is supported by 
Gliding New Zealand and RAANZ.

 
Jim Fraser

Jim started flying as a cadet with the 
Air Force, soloing in a Tiger Moths in 
1955. Later, in the early 1960s, he joined 
the Rotorua Aero Club flying mainly out 
of Kawerau and Whakatane.

He joined the Auckland Aero Club 
at Ardmore in January 1969. During his 
time flying he became rated on 17 aircraft 
and has served on the committee of the 
Auckland Aero Club on two occasions for 
a total of around 14 years.

Flying NZ award 
FAI Sport Medals

Industry and Community News

Jim is a very active club member and 
until recently would always be available 
to help with working bees. He jointly 
took responsibility for mowing the club 
grounds and associated taxiways and 
parking areas for some 10 years. 

He has competed in most Nationals 
competitions no less than 20 times with 
numerous event wins to his name.

Now a life member of the Auckland 
Aero Club, he continues to be passionate 
about both it and Flying NZ’s futures.

 
Paul Drake

In his first year of secondary education 
at the Timaru Boys High School, Paul 
joined No. 15 Squadron of the Air 
Training Corps, and at the age of 15 
he was selected to join the annual ATC 
training camp at Matamata. Later joining 
the South Canterbury Aero Club he made 
his first solo flight at age 16, funded from 
earnings as a baggage handler. In 1977 
he entered the Civil Aviation’s college 
at Harewood to train in flight service 
operations. Subsequently he returned 
to the Christchurch training school and 
graduated as an Air Traffic Controller 
and served at Invercargill, Dunedin and 
Christchurch. After 21 years, he moved 
on from controlling to join the Aviation 
Security Service. 

With PPL, CPL and a C-Cat rating to 
his name, Paul has won several Nationals 
events. Throughout his long association 
with both ATC and the AvSec he took 
a special interest in serving both the 
Canterbury Aero Club and the Royal New 
Zealand Aero Club in an executive role, 
in particular as CAC President for 8 years. 
His RNZAC connection has encompassed 
16 years in two segments, and in both 
periods he rose to the rank of senior vice-
president. At the same time he played 
significant supporting roles in annual 
competitions. He has also represented 
the RNZAC for several years on the Civil 
Aviation safety committee which meets in 
Wellington regularly.  

L-R: Bob Henderson, Doug Yarrell, Paul Drake, Jim Fraser, Liz King, Jim Summerfield.

Despite the less than perfect weather, more than 4300 people 
turned out to the Kāpiti Coast Airport Open Day on Sunday 
August the 5th. People were keen to get onboard and have a 
look over the Air Chathams Saab 340A which will be servicing 
the Kāpiti to Auckland route, the first flight departing Kapiti on 
Monday August the 20th. Air Chathams will operate 36 flights 
a week and will cater to the business traffic in the early mornings 
and late evenings as well as off peak leisure traffic.

Kāpiti Mayor K. (Guru) Gurunathan said seeing the 
community come out in force, both as visitors and hosts of the 
event, “continued to strengthen the message that our airport and 
its services are hugely important to many people in our region”. 
Mr Gurunathan, who thanked everyone involved, said it was a 
“fantastic opportunity” to welcome Air Chathams.

Air Chathams general manager Duane Emeny said Air 
Chathams wasn’t a short-term company, pointing out that its 
Whakatane and Whanganui services had celebrated three year 
and two year anniversaries respectively; “If we can make this new 
venture work and get the support from the community we will be 
here as long as you want us,” he said.

The public were entertained with more than 20 static aircraft 
ranging from a 1949 Piper Super Cub to a Harvard, and three 
helicopters to look over. Several of the pilots were on hand to 
speak to and visitors could sit in some of the aircraft on display. 
Sounds Air brought their Pilatus PC12 and Cessna 208 Caravan, 
plus the Westpac Life Flight rescue helicopter was also on show. 
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PS Engineering
Trig
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Kapiti Coast Airport Open Day contributed by Paul Le Roy

Air Chathams ran 20-minute flights in their Douglas DC3 and 
Kapiti Heliworx offered a special Transmission Gully or coastal 
flights in their AS350.

Other highlights around the hangar included pop-up displays 
from the Aviation Museum, the Civil Aviation Authority, the New 
Zealand Catalina Preservation Society and Waikanae Air Scouts. 
Special credit also to the Kapiti Air Training Corps who were out 
in force as part of the volunteer team for the day.

Plenty of  young aviation enthusiasts pictured in front of  Air Chathams’ Saab 340A
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Call 03 572 8964 or 021 472 533 
or email: sales@nzavclean.net for more info!
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Industry and Community News

Sunday 9th September 2018 saw a 
memorial organised by Susan Duncan 
for last farewells for Alan Duncan, 
‘Dunc’ as he was known, a legendary 
professional stalker and hunter pilot for 
red deer in New Zealand. Susan (Alan’s 
granddaughter) and her two daughters 
brought together people who knew Dunc 
for a final story telling event in perfect hot 
Spring weather at Makarora, on the edge 
of the Southern Alps. The place where 
Dunc and his wife Denise spent their 
main years, bringing up 7 children and 
being part of the cog that created a time 
that Kiwis now nostalgically call the ‘Last 
Great Adventure’.

Alan, born in Rotorua in 1933, moved 
with his family to Opotoki in1938, which 
is where he fell in love with hunting.  
From the 1930s the Government had 
lifted all protection over red deer as 
gamekeepers had lost control of numbers 
and a culling programme began in great 
earnest.

Beginning the task on foot, Dunc was 
responsible for the first hut at Siberia built 
in the late 1950s.  He cut a large Silver 
Beech tree down and made planks that 
fashioned a hut for “a few gallons of petrol 
for a chainsaw”.  Soon after that aircraft 
were being used for dropping supplies to 
the good keen men below thus putting a 
thought in Dunc’s mind. The men were 
tough in those days, strong and fit, dressed 
only in a woolen singlet, the iconic 
Swanndri and perpetually wet boots. If 
he learnt the art of flying he would be 
able to transport deer much faster than 
by foot to a waiting truck at the end of a 
remote valley. He purchased a Piper Cub 
and then, as it was done in those days, set 
about finding someone to teach him to 
fly it and soon took it home to Makarora 

Alan Duncan Farewelled
where he learnt to fly it to its absolute 
envelope, then step it back a bit.

Many a yarn at the memorial recalled 
Dunc’s determination and quiet manner.  
Mark Hutton remembers he was told, 
how years back, in the ’60s or ’70s 
someone passed Dunc walking up the 
bush with a lawn mower strapped on his 
back. They didn’t question what he was 
doing but later the found out he was on 
his way up to make his own landing strip 
for his Piper Cub on some of the flats, one 
of 21 strips he built over the years in the 
area.

“They were one-way strips,” Dunc 
commented back then, matter of factly. 
“Once you committed, you had to land, 
or you pranged the plane.”

He was then employed by Tim Wallis 
to pilot the Hiller 12E but first had to 
learn to fly it, working for Tim from 1968 
for 27 years. Being a crack huntsman, 
Tim thought that he would make a good 
hunter pilot. Dunc proved this over again, 
often taking twice the numbers from a 
block that the previous hunter had just 
been over.

Mark also mentioned to the 100 people 
gathered how he landed the opportunity 
to shoot for Dunc for a while; “He was 
the sort of pilot that made the shooters 
feel at ease. If you missed a shot he would 
tell you … “Oh that was a hard shot that 
one” - or if you hit it he would say “that 
was a bloody good shot”. “Dunc never 
raised his voice at you and if you were 
having trouble, he wouldn’t hang over you 
putting on the pressure - he would just 
leave you to it and come back in a while. 
He was the true gentleman of the skies”.

The men back then were ledgendary 
pilots and one iconic movie made 
about their experiences is ‘Red Deer’ by 

SouthCoast Productions. Denise, his 
wife, appears talking about the fearful late 
nights waiting for his return and the hard 
life, recalling a time when kiwi men and 
woman were out there working with the 
land to graft out a life, which was simple 
compared to nowadays - and rewarding 
despite having big challenges.   

The gathering closed with a final 
flight for Dunc’s ashes in one of his old 
choppers, ZK-HKI flown by James Scott 
to the cemetery, with Dunc’s great grand 
daughters on board. A fitting departure 
for the aptly described “quiet achiever”.

Alan Duncan 1933-2018

Dr Anton Wiles & Dr Jon Nelson         

- ME 1 (New Zealand)  - Australia (CASA)  
- U.K. and Europe (EASA)  - AME (Canada) 
- United States (FAA) - Fiji

Your Experienced 
Aviation Medical Services Team Hangar 1, Steele Road Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033

Hamilton Airport Email: paul@centralaero.nz     www.centralaero.nz

Event Guide
October 12th - 14th
Tiger Moth Club Spring Fly-in 
At Taumarunui. Annual return to the club’s 
roots 49 years ago at the magnificent 
Taumarunui aerodrome including flying 
competitions. Contact Graeme Wood 
027 293 2318 or woodsy@clear.net.nz

October 26th
RAeS Symposium & Awards Dinner 
At James Cook Hotel in Wellington. Royal 
Aeronautical Society (NZ) symposium. 
‘Emerging Aerospace Technologies - Road 
to Space’. More info from David Jupp on 
021 476 676. www.raes.org.nz

October 28th
Matamata Fly-in 
Last Sunday of every month until April, 
excluding December. Arrive by 1200hrs 
for relaxed bbq and socialising. Basics 
provided for a gold coin. BYO meat for 
bbq. Contact Anna 027 702 5924.

November 2nd - 4th
Black Sands Fly-in
At Raglan. Annual fly-in organised by 
SAA Waikato - Thames Valley Chapter. 
Includes fly-around, food, socialising, and 
beach landings depending on conditions. 
Contact Bruce Cooke Ph: 021 112 2364,  
bmcooke@waikato.ac.nz  www.saa.org

November 18th
NZ Warbirds Open Day at Ardmore
Sunday 10am-4pm. Commemorating 
100th anniversary of Armistice Day. 
Flying displays featuring WWI aircraft 

along with a great line-up of WWII 
and static displays. See advert this 
issue. Contact Trish on 09 298 9207, 
manager@nzwarbirds.org.nz www.
nzwarbirds.org.nz

November 22nd - 24th
South Island Akro-Fest 
At Omaka Aerodrome, Blenheim. 
Aerobatic competitions and fly-in. All 
welcome. Contact Andrew Love on 
021 818816 or torque_roll@hotmail.com

January 26th - 28th
Autogyro Association Fly-in
At Dannevirke. Annual gathering of gyro 
enthusiasts and all manner of rotary 
winged aircraft. Includes fly-out to Athbey 
Farm, socialising, AGM, lunches and more.
More details possibly on autogyro.org.nz

February 2nd - 3rd
Healthy Bastards Bush Pilot Champs 
At Omaka. See advert this issue.
Contact Craig Anderson 029 890 4910 
or craig@soundsair.com.

February 8th - 10th
Great Plains Fly-in at Asburton
Annual SAANZ summer fly-in, AGM, 
dinner, awards. 
Contact Gavin Magill 027 291 0525, 
admin@saa.org.nz www.saa.org.nz

February 22nd - 24th
Wings Over Wairarapa Air Festival
Hood Aerodrome at Masterton. 
Celebrating 20 years. Saturday night 
show and much more. www.wings.org.nz

Add your event. Email details to: 
michael@kiwiflyer.co.nz or phone 
09 279 9924.

A valuable new aviation book arrived 
at KiwiFlyer HQ a few weeks ago and was 
promptly borrowed. Since returned (with 
very favourable comments), we’re now 
reading it and will include a full review in 
the next KiwiFlyer issue.  

The book is 81 Lessons From The Sky 
by Fletcher McKenzie. Packed tightly 
into nearly 400 pages are eighty one true 
General Aviation stories (from around 
the world) of accidents and near misses 
as told by the pilots who experienced 
them. Needless to say, the best lessons of 
this type are the ones that somebody else 
experienced for you. They are also often 
the most memorable lessons – and much 
wisdom has resulted from the short and 
easy-to-read stories that are conveyed here. 

If the name Fletcher McKenzie sounds 
familiar it will be because of Fletcher’s 
involvement as a FlightPath TV Producer 
or perhaps his role as a NZ Aeronautical 
Trust Board Member. Fletcher has spent 
the last 20 years training business people 
internationally and his own ability to get a 
message across by telling a story is evident 
in this book. He has created a great 
resource to provoke thought and learning 
for all pilots, new and old. Compelling 
reading indeed.  

Fletcher’s book is published by 
Squabbling Sparrows Press and is available 
as an ebook and paperback. 

Book of Wisdom
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Bryan Cox’s logbooks say that he also flew NZ1443 on 28th December 1943. To celebrate their reunion, Bryan took the stick for some graceful aerobatics.

KiwiFlyer Feature

Many   readers will be familiar with 
Bryan Cox, a veteran aviator who 
completed three tours with No.16 (fighter) 
squadron RNZAF during World War 
II, followed by one tour in Japan with 
No.14 (Occupational) Squadron, all 
flying the Corsair. His wartime logbooks 
record flying Tiger Moth, Harvard and 
P-40 aircraft. After the war Bryan was 
an Air Traffic Controller then became 
an instructor at Ardmore. He was also 
a display pilot at air shows who thrilled 
crowds with his precision aerobatics.

Bryan, now 93 years young, is also an 

On Sunday 1st of July 2018, veteran 
New Zealand aviator Bryan Cox was 
reunited with a Tiger Moth he’d flown 
during his training nearly 75 years ago, 
and for old time’s sake he flew some 
aerobatics in her once again. Geoff 
Soper received an invite to man a 
camera in the photo plane and writes of 
a magnificent day he and others present 
felt very honoured to share in:

accomplished author publishing ‘Too 
Young to Die’, ‘Pacific Scrapbook’ and 
‘Cats Only Have Nine Lives’ plus a flight 
training manual. 

The reunion idea began, as most 
stories do, with a chance encounter and 
discussion at Warbirds Over Wanaka 
when historian Dave Homewood was 
staying with Russell Brodie and his family. 
The Brodies’ Tiger Moth (ZK-BRL, or 
NZ1443 if going by her original RNZAF 
serial, affectionately known as ‘Lily’ to 
her family) was down for the Warbirds 
Over Wanaka airshow. They chatted about 

her history as a New Zealand built Tiger 
Moth, and given her extremely original 
condition just how she was flown during 
WWII. Russell Brodie was aware that 
Dave has met and interviewed many 
veterans and copied their logbooks, and 
was interested to know who’d flown the 
aircraft during WWII - so Russell asked 
if Dave could see what he could find out 
about NZ1443. 

On returning to his home town of 
Cambridge, Dave discovered just one 
pilot who had flown NZ1443 among 
the logbooks he had. It happened to be 

Bryan Cox, who had flown the Tiger 
Moth on the 28th of December 1943 at 
No. 3 Elementary Flying Training School 
at Harewood, Christchurch. This was 
fortuitous because not only is Bryan still 
alive, he is fit and well, still flies and is a 
very good friend of Dave’s. Many readers 
may recall that Bryan regained his licence 
back in January 2018. He had retired 
from flying in 1993 with over 21,000 
hours in his twelve logbooks, but the 
desire to fly again saw him return to the 
skies with a recreational licence this year.

When Dave informed Russell that 
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Bryan Cox and Tiger Moth       75 years on

contributed by Geoff  Soper
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Bryan had flown his Tiger Moth, he 
was thrilled. An idea to reunite the two 
initially stalled because it would be a 
big task to get the Tiger Moth up from 
Rangitata Island where it’s based to Bryan 
in Tauranga. 

Some weeks later Dave had somewhat 
of an epiphany; we don’t need to get the 
Tiger Moth up to Tauranga, we just need 
to get Bryan down to the aircraft!

Dave ran this by Russell who loved the 
idea. Dave suggested creating a Givealittle 
fundraiser, remembering the success had 
by using Givealittle through the Wings 
Over New Zealand Forum to raise funds 
to get Spitfire pilots Alan Peart and Jim 
Robinson up in Doug Brooker’s two-seat 
Spitfire four years ago.

Dave then asked Bryan if he’d be 
keen to go down to Rangitata Island 
Aerodrome in South Canterbury and fly 
the same Tiger Moth he’d flown all those 
years ago. His response was instant, “Yes! - 
But only if I can fly some aerobatics.”

This was important to him because on 
his current recreational licence he’s not 
allowed to fly aerobatics. Aerobatics were 
a significant part of Bryan’s life; he loved 
them and lived for them. During WWII 
he and his course mate, Frank Culliford, 
would fly some pretty extreme aerobatics 
in their Harvard trainers and the pair 
invented the manoeuvre that later became 
known as the Avalanche. In later years, 
practically every lunchtime while he was 
an instructor at Ardmore, he’d take up a 
Cessna 152 and fly an aerobatic routine, 
the second half of which he did with the 
engine switched off, right through to the 
perfect deadstick landing every time. 

And so the plan to reunite Bryan with 
the Tiger Moth was now set. Bryan and 
Russell were keen. Aerobatics instructor 
and regular flyer of NZ1443, Andy Love, 
volunteered to fly with Bryan as the safety 
pilot. The Givealittle page was set up, and 
was publicised on the WONZ Forum. 
Within hours the suggested figure of $500 
was surpassed. Over the next few weeks 
the fund was nearly double the amount 
needed to get Bryan down and back, 
thanks to the generosity of the aviation 
public who really wanted to see this 
happen. It was then that Russell insisted 
that the extra money raised had to go 
towards getting Dave Homewood down 
there too, so he could witness the event he 
set in motion. This was unexpected but a 
wonderful gesture and I can tell you first 
hand that Dave was very humbled by that.

The date of 1st July 2018 was set and 
like every aviator thoughts now turned to 
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hoping the weather would be good. Since 
Bryan and Dave were both flying down 
to Christchurch they decided it was the 
perfect opportunity to set up a WONZ 
Forum Meet at the Air Force Museum 
of New Zealand on the Saturday, the day 
before the flight with Bryan as a special 
guest.

Dave had asked whether I’d be 
interested in doing some air to air pics of 
Bryan’s flight. You can guess what I said to 
that; no hesitation (without the aerobatics 
sadly).

Come the Sunday morning, I drove 
south to Rangitata Island in light rain 
but was cheered to see I could trust my 
glider pilot interpretation of the Met 
forecast. Sure enough as the day dawned 
on my drive south from Christchurch it 
was raining but I was confident it would 
clear. At Rangitata Island there was a 
light frost on the paddocks and the skies were starting to clear as 
I approached the airfield; perfect conditions for photography and 
flying. The light dusting of snow on the Southern Alps would 
provide a nice backdrop. My arrival on four wheels coincided with 
the sight and sound of Andy Love arriving in the Yak 52 from 
West Melton. As the sun rose higher more aircraft made it through 
the bad weather north and south of us to join in on the event. The 
media also turned out hugging their coffee mugs to ward off the 
chill of this winter morning.

NZ1443 “Lily” was rolled out of the hangar. After she was 
fuelled up and Andy and Bryan had each down their walkarounds, 
Bryan was helped into the rear cockpit. Donning a leather jacket 
and flying helmet, he was suddenly back in 1943 again.

I somehow managed to squeeze my somewhat oversized frame 
into the Rans S-6ES Coyote II with Ross Brodie at the controls. 
Initially it was like being folded in half but comfortable once in 
the air - and the door opens up with a bit of slip applied by Ross 
Brodie’s superb flying skills! Ross and I got airborne and watched 
The Tiger Moth climb up towards our pre-planned photo circuit. 
Once shooting you become completely oblivious to the fact you 
are half hanging out an open door and concentrate on framing the 
pic you have planned in your mind and discussed with the team. 
It’s about trust and safety options and I have the easy job. I’d fly 
with Ross and Andy any day as they made my task easy and I had 
the shots after two very brief laps of our circuit.

Whilst Andy did the take-off, Bryan took control until Andy 
took over for the close formation photoshoot. We waved them off 
after I was satisfied I had fulfilled my brief and Bryan once again 
resumed control of Lily as if it were yesterday that he last flew her.

Andy was most impressed, as Bryan went into an aerobatics 
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routine of loops and barrel rolls. The crowd of people who’d 
gathered from all around certainly were not disappointed; it was a 
real spectacle to see a 93 year old flying the Tiger Moth like he was 
18 again. When he’d had sufficient fun, Bryan then made a perfect 
approach and landing back on Rangitata Island’s grass runway.

Whilst it had been almost 75 years since he’d flown Tiger 
Moths at Harewood, Bryan had continued to occasionally fly 
Tiger Moths, but the last had been over thirty years ago. Time had 
certainly not dulled his memory of how it was done though: he 
flew perfectly. Bryan made us all laugh when he did mention that 
the controls were a bit stiffer than he remembered them and he 
did have to use two hands. He also said with a mischievous glint 
in his eye and a wonderful smile, that he wouldn’t have minded 
doing that solo.

The mission had been accomplished, and everything had gone 
perfectly. Bryan was simply amazing; his sharpness of mind, depth 
of knowledge, and his wonderful sense of humour made this a 
weekend that the Brodie family and Dave say they will never 
forget. Dave says it was such an honour to orchestrate this venture, 
reuniting a very special pilot with a very special aeroplane, and 
to watch him having an immense amount of fun in the air once 
again. As for me, what an honour and a privilege to meet this 
incredible gentleman and share in the Brodies and Dave’s well-
deserved pride in what they accomplished.

            Geoff Soper

Andy Love and Bryan Cox in NZ1443 nearby Rangitata Island. 

Bryan sharing a laugh with Donna-Marie Lever and Dave Homewood at the airfield.
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In the previous issue of KiwiFlyer we introduced Ruth Allanson 
who has become a Tecnam Agent in New Zealand following a 
restructure of the company’s representation across Australasia. 
Over the last few months, Ruth has been assembling a team to 
help bring the Tecnam brand to the forefront of general aviators’ 
minds in NZ. The bases of management, service, North and South 
Islands have now been covered – along with planned customer 
engagement and a hosted tour to the Tecnam factory in 2019. 
New Zealand’s new Tecnam team now comprises:
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New NZ Tecnam Team Expands

Neil Ross
Co-Director Neil brings diverse management experience, with a 

background of engineering and boat building - including winning 
a world jet boat marathon.  Neil also pioneered the river safari, 
starting with Dart River Safari in Glenorchy and then repeating 
this successful tourist model in other parts of New Zealand, the 
Pacific and then worldwide. 

Wayne Allanson
Wayne brings a vast background of aviation experience. Starting 

off in first-generation microlights and having flown right though to 
MEIFR, Wayne is looking forward to helping out where required 
with type ratings, technical advice and supporting individual client 
requirements.

Callum Smith
Callum from Twenty24 Limited will be the go-to Tecnam 

Service Centre person. Callum has had a long working relationship 
with Ruth, Neil and Wayne dating back to the mid 2000s. Callum’s 
skills include vintage restoration and highly skilled repair work as 
well as everyday maintenance. Based at Wanaka airport, Callum has 
recently completed a 3-week Rotax course in LA, in preparation for 
the influx of Light Sport Aircraft into NZ flying schools.

Jan and Jerry Chisum
Jan and Jerry join Ruth as part of her North Island team, 

Aviation Business Profile

extending the range of service she wants to be available to clients. 
Ruth met Jan and Jerry early last decade and they have been firm 
friends since. Between this dynamic flying couple, not many 
aeroplanes have been left unflown. Jerry has a wealth of experience 
from light aviation in Alaska through to airline flying. Ruth says 
he and Jan, with her love of vintage and tail dragging aircraft, are a 
delight to fly and converse with. Jan and Jerry are looking forward 
to good times, nice people and plenty of demonstration and ferry 
flying. Ruth says she feels very privileged to have such experienced 
people helping her grow the Tecnam brand.

“Everyone on the team are keen to meet new people and help 
people realise their flying dream,” says Ruth, “while having lots of 
aviation related fun.”

NZ Demonstration Tour
Plans moving forward include a national tour when the new 

demonstrators arrive (Eaglet G5 and P92 Tail dragger). These will 
hit NZ shores around the start of November 2018. A tour will 
then start in the North Island. Interested aviators are asked to put 
forward expressions of interest to fly the planes during this tour. 

Tecnam Italy Factory Tour
Neil and Ruth will host a Tecnam Factory Tour at Capua in 

Naples starting in late May/June 2019. This will be open to existing 
clients and interested parties, including partners. It will include five 
days hosted including a factory tour and flight with the opportunity 
to carry on with your own travel and sightseeing afterwards. This 
is offered as a full ‘package holiday’, with everything including a 
partner programme looked after for you. Contact Ruth early for an 
information pack as interest is expected to be high.

Weekend Fly-Aways
Fly-away weekends will be organised two or three times a year 

where Tecnam owners and interested parties can join Ruth and 
others to fly to places in New Zealand and to share information and 
experiences. Ruth and Wayne have hosted fly-aways previously and 
those who attended will remember what great camaraderie and fun 
events these were. Contact Ruth to get onto the newsletter list.

For more information
Ruth and her team are frequent travelers throughout New 

Zealand and welcome contact from people in aviation already or 
just thinking about it. To her, flying in NZ “is all about learning 
new things every day, no matter what stage of aviation you are at.” 
Contact Ruth directly on 03 750 0780 or email: ruth@tecnam.nz

NZ DEMONSTRATION TOUR NOVEMBER 2018 

EAGLET G5
P92 TAIL DRAGGER

Come for a fly: Contact Ruth to book a visit to your airstrip or aero club.    03 750 0780    ruth@tecnam.nz

P2010 (4 PAX + LYCOMING) 

2019 TECNAM FACTORY TOUR

P92 TAIL DRAGGER

Contact Ruth   03 750 0780    ruth@tecnam.nz
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Some readers will be familiar with the 
Perlan Glider Project, either through 
general awareness of interesting aviation 
happenings, or perhaps a recollection 
of when the Perlan Team including Steve 
Fossett were based at Omarama here in 
New Zealand. That team, now with Airbus 
sponsorship, has just set a new altitude 
record of over 76,000 feet. That’s very 
high. Jill McCaw tells their story:
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The Perlan Project breaks 76,000 ft!

I started   writing this article on August 
the 27th with the headline: Perlan Glider 
breaks 60,000 feet. This extraordinary 
feat had happened the day before with 
an unofficial altitude record of 62,000 
feet. This was quickly surpassed, on the 
day I was writing, with another flight 
that made it to over 65,000 feet. But 
then, on September 2nd, in a flight that 
was followed world-wide through online 
access to the craft’s instrumentation, 
the aviation world watched stunned as 
the glider reached 70,000 feet and kept 

Soaring stratospheric wave in the Perlan Glider.

creeping upwards. The glider topped out 
at 76,000 feet pressure altitude, higher 
than any ‘conventional’ winged aircraft 
has actually flown (the U2 spyplane flies 
at around 50,000 feet although it has set a 
record altitude of 73,000 feet and for the 
sake of comparison we’ll call the Blackbird 
‘unconventional’ ). Chief pilot Jim Payne 
said, “The biggest impression is, it’s a long 
ways down from up here. The horizon 
starts to have a curvature in it and the 
sky is getting darker as we climb. … It’s a 
fantastic experience, once in a lifetime.”

All of these flights easily break the 
previous record Absolute Altitude for a 
glider of 52,221 feet or 15,917 metres set 
by the Perlan team in September of 2017. 

For those of you who haven’t been 
avidly following the Perlan Project for the 
last decade or so, the story goes something 
like this. Back in 1992 NASA test pilot 
Einar Enevoldson surmised that the 
standing waves over mountains, frequently 
used by glider pilots to gain altitude and 
sustain long distance flights, must, if the 

New Zealand Soaring contributed by Jill McCaw

conditions were right, continue into the 
stratosphere. He started to collect data on 
stratospheric wave and began reaching out 
to others who might help with knowledge 
and funding to soar a glider to the edge 
of space. In 1998 meteorologist Elizabeth 
Austin came on board and noted that 
the stratospheric polar night jet was the 
principal factor enabling the propagation 
of standing mountain waves high into the 
middle stratosphere. Wealthy enthusiast 
Steve Fossett, multiple world record 
holder in many disciplines joined the team 
in 1999 and the project really took off. 

A Glaser-Dirks DG-500 (DG 505M) 
motorised glider was bought and 
modified to remove all engine and related 
equipment with the space used for storage 
of liquid oxygen and a large supply of Li-
SO2 primary batteries. The United States 
Air Force, on the basis of a NASA request, 
loaned the project full pressure suits. In 
2002 Enevoldson and Fossett reached 
an altitude of 42,000 feet over the Sierra 
Nevadas in California. 

Later that year the team and the glider 
came to Omarama, New Zealand, to the 
great excitement of the New Zealand 
gliding fraternity. The glider was here for 
three years and some New Zealand record-
breaking flights occurred, but far short of 
what the team was hoping for. This was 
when Steve Fossett met NZ champion 
pilot Terry Delore and many other Kiwis 
who became part of later soaring missions. 
Delore and Fossett went on to set multiple 
world soaring distance records together 
before Fossett’s death in 2007 – however 
that is not part of the Perlan Story.

The Perlan project moved back to the 
Americas, basing itself out of El Calafate 
(50° South) in Argentina. Elizabeth Austin 
was sure that the polar vortex which gets 
larger and more spread out during the 
southern winter, coupled with the high 
wave from the Andes would create the 
stratospheric waves needed. In August 
2006 a flight to 50,671 feet showed that 
she was correct. It was becoming obvious 
however that a standard glider, with the 
requirement for the pilots to wear bulky 
pressure suits was not going to be suitable 
for going all the way. 

Fossett agreed to fund the development 
of a brand new aircraft, a glider with a 
pressurised cabin that could fly to 90,000 
feet. Do you remember your physics of 
flight and density altitude? I don’t either, 
but the margin between the Vne and 
stall speed becomes increasingly smaller 
at extreme altitude, to within only a few 
knots of each other. The aircraft would 
be flying at extremely high true air speed. 
Control inputs have to be incredibly 
precise and a wing needed to be designed 
to minimise the effect. Creating the Perlan 
II glider was going to be a big job. 

And then in 2007, Steve Fossett was 
killed in a light plane crash and the 
project went into hiatus for some time.

Fast forward several years and various 
sponsors. In 2014 Airbus joined the 
project as partner and major sponsor 
and it was all on. The aircraft is a strange 
looking glider and looks even stranger if 
you’re used to looking at powered aircraft. 
One recent news report suggests that it 
looks like an aircraft made out of silly 
putty that’s been stretched on all axes. 
The goal is to eventually reach 90,000 
feet but the team and the aircraft is still a 
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long way off achieving this. The extreme 
altitude produces problems related to 
the extreme cold (-46.62°C at the top 
of the climb) and the low pressure. For 
instance, the landing wheel deflates due 
to the cold affecting different components 
of the tyre differently and breaking the 
seal. The cockpit windows completely 
fog, although they’re not really any good 
for visibility anyway. The cockpit seals 
don’t always hold but there hasn’t been 
a catastrophic lose of pressure yet. The 
cabin is pressurised to 13,000 feet pressure 
altitude as complete pressurisation is not 
possible. The pilots are breathing pure 

O2 to minimise the negative effects (the 
Bends) of a pressure loss should it occur. 
Plus you have to keep the pilots, and to a 
certain extent the instruments, warm.

Many of us think reaching 90,000 feet 
in a winged aircraft is a goal worthy of 
obtaining all on its own, but for those that 
need a little more justification, there is a 
point to the exercise – the science of the 
atmosphere. Ed Warnock, the aerospace 
engineer who heads the Perlan Project 
said data collected by the glider would 
help provide a better understanding of 
high-altitude air currents. That could 
help commercial pilots avoid dangerous 

but invisible regions of turbulence. And 
since the Perlan 2 glider is unpowered, 
its onboard instruments can measure 
the speed, temperature and chemical 
composition of high-altitude winds 
without interference from a hot, exhaust-
spewing engine. “This cannot be done 
with a propeller flight or jet, or from [a] 
satellite,” said Jie Gong, an atmospheric 
scientist with NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center.

Today, 11 September, the glider flew 
again, but Jim Payne and co-pilot Morgan 
Sandercock were using the flight to test 
software upgrades and tweaks to the actual 
aircraft. It performed well, but there 
are only a few days left before the team 
packs up and returns to the States for the 
off season. It is unlikely than any more 
records will be broken this year. 

If you’d like to try flying a less technical 
glider and see how high you can climb, 
contact your local gliding club. You 
won’t make it to the tropopause, but it’s 
quite easy in many New Zealand sites to 
break 10,000 feet, high enough to need 
supplemental oxygen. See the Gliding 
New Zealand website for details. 

                Jill McCaw

The Perlan Glider nearer to Earth
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How the Insurance Market Works

Aviation Insurance contributed by Bill Beard

P: 09 298 8206  or  0800 322 206   F: 09 298 8218  
E: insure@avsure.co.nz     www.avsure.co.nz

 Contact us at 
AVSURE for a free 

no-obligation quote 
on any aviation related 

insurance requirements 
that you have

AIRCRAFT

AVIATION LIABILITY
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PERSONAL

l  Pleasure & Business Aircraft
l  Charter   l  Aircraft Sales
l  Flying Schools   l  Clubs
l  Agricultural   l  Helicopters

l  Premises   l  Airports   l  Products
l  Chemical   l  Hangar keepers

l  Hangars and Contents

l  Pilot Personal Accident
l  Passengers   l  Pilots term life

AVSURE provides the most competitive 
insurance programmes available in the 
Aviation Industry. 

When considering your aircraft insurance, 
you definitely need the best ADVICE, 
EXPERIENCE and RESOURCES. 
At AVSURE, WE DELIVER.

AVSURE - where aviation insurance isn’t
                  just a sideline, it’s all we do!

RPAS, UAVs, DRONES
l  Commercial Operator Cover for:
    Hull & Liability or Liability only

Peace of mind is one of the major reasons 
for holding an insurance policy. To ensure 
this peace of mind is on solid ground, it 
pays to use a specialist broker and always 
make full disclosures. Bill Beard explains:
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The   Aircraft Insurance Industry is 
relatively small. While there are many 
insurance brokers prepared to sell you 
aircraft insurance (mainly as a sideline to 
their regular business), there are only four 
or five recognised Aviation Underwriters 
writing risks in New Zealand. Aviation 
insurance is a highly specialised field 
because of the complex nature and range 
of the risks involved. As well, with the 
small statistical base upon which rates 
are calculated, insurance offers are largely 
“judgement rated” in accordance with 
particular company’s overall underwriting 
standards and philosophies. An individual 
underwriter can sometimes have a broader 
range of rating latitude on a given class of 
risk and can be influenced by his or her 
personal evaluation of the risk.

A broker who is knowledgeable both 

in aviation and insurance can more 
often than not, negotiate improved 
terms with an underwriter by clarifying 
information or offering additional details. 
For example, if a pilot has marginal 
experience on a particular aircraft then 
analysing experience the pilot may have 
on similar category aircraft or providing 
additional details on training and check-
out procedures can be very helpful in 
obtaining better terms.

Often aviation insurers choose to deal 
with only one broker on a given risk 
and quote on an exclusive basis. In the 
case of renewals, the broker presenting 
or handling the account with a specific 
insurer remains the exclusive agent to 
that company. Other brokers will be 
precluded from obtaining terms from the 
holding underwriter. Some underwriters 
reserve this right to stop confusion. For 
example, in obtaining quotations on a 
Beech Bonanza or Cessna 210, these 
being fairly complex single engine aircraft, 
imagine one broker being aware of the 
significance of an instrument rating held 
by the owner/pilot and the other agent 
not familiar. The instrument rating would 

be considered a very important factor by 
underwriters for this type of aircraft and 
the broker emphasising this stands to get a 
better quote.

On the other hand, a broker who 
provides underwriters with full details of 
previous losses may get a higher quote 
or even the underwriter may decline to 
quote - better that, than a broker who fails 
to recognise the significance of accurate 
information. Any broker who would omit 
such critical information stands to have 
a quote withdrawn or if loss details are 
not furnished to the underwriter, some 
serious problems could arise in the event 
of a claim. Insurance is all about peace 
of mind so best choose a broker you 
know and trust who has good aviation 
knowledge and specialises in light aircraft 
insurance.

Avsure has the knowledge and 
experience to provide unequalled service 
and advice to our clients.   

To discuss this topic or any other questions 
relating to aviation insurance or to seek 
quotations, contact Arden Jennings or Bill 
Beard at Avsure on 0800 322 206.

www.avcraft.co.nzAvcraft Engineering NZ Ltd.
Feilding Aerodrome
06 212 0920
mat@avcraft.co.nz
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After   a lot of planning during the 
preceding few months, on July 2nd and 
3rd a few of us flew some photo flights 
from Duxford. We had some amazing 
subjects. Our camera plane was a Short 
Skyvan which is an ideal platform for 
photography. It has a solid floor so has 
no ramp, is powered by reliable turbo-
prop engines and is capable of flying at 
160 knots which turned out to be quite 
important for one fighter - but more on 
that later.

July 2nd would see flights with Boeing 
B-17G Flying Fortress ‘Sally B’ and a 
Mig 15 from the Norwegian Historic 
Flight. We were able to get 45 minutes 
with the B-17 so we could over fly two 
very historic landmarks; one was an old 
airfield where B-17s had flown from 
during WWII and the other involved two 
flypasts over a cemetery near the village 
of Madingley, where 3812 American 
servicemen are buried. They served during 
the battle of the Atlantic, the Strategic 
Bombing Campaign, or died on British 
soil, a sombre moment I can tell you! Both 
aircraft were flown well. The briefings to fly 
with a four-engine bomber like the B-17 
were extensive with all possible aspects 
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KiwiFlyer FeatureContributed by Gavin Conroy

Boeing B-17G Flying Fortress ‘Sally B’ head on in the pose I had imagined, two engines smoking, bomb doors jammed open and running for home.

Supermarine Mk.XIV Spitfire flown by Steve Jones, a former Red Bull Air Race pilot.

 A seldom seen and very rare Supermarine Mk.V Spitfire, now based at Sywell.

Another lovely pose held by ‘Sally B’. The pilot was well worn out after our photo flight - a four engined 
bomber is not easy to fly in formation for extended periods.

Once again, this year New Zealand aviation photographer and regular KiwiFlyer 
contributor, Gavin Conroy, received an invitation to head to England during their air show 
season and participate in a variety of events. The resulting image collection is first class. 
Other New Zealanders are involved too, most notably Keith Skilling who is regularly there 
on Hurricane pilot duties. In this issue we’re covering the Duxford and Shuttleworth Collection 
Air Shows. Look out for RIAT and more in our next edition. Gavin writes:
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covered. I had an image in my mind of the 
B-17 with its unique two engine smoke 
system in operation as the aircraft broke 
away with bomb doors open which was 
essentially depicting a damaged bomber 
trying to make its way home after a raid. I 
was concerned that people below may ring 
emergency services if they saw a bomber 
with smoke pouring from two engines, so I 
was not sure whether I should mention the 
idea or not. However the crew thought it 
was a great idea and worth a go, so we did 
it right at the end once all other objectives 
were achieved.

July 3rd would see flights with six 
different WWII fighters that are hangered 
between Duxford and Sywell and managed 
by Richard Grace’s company Air Leasing. 
Fortunately, all six aircraft were airworthy 
on the day. The subjects were a P-47D 
Thunderbolt, Hawker Fury FBII, Hispano 
Buchon ‘Yellow 7’, Hawker Hurricane 
P2902, Supermarine Spitfire Mk XIV, and 
finally a rare Supermarine Spitfire Mk V.

As I alluded to earlier 160 knots turned 
out to be the perfect speed for one fighter, 
that being the Hawker Fury Mk.II. Pilot 
and engineer Richard Grace does not 

Hawker Hurricane with Hispano Buchon on its tail. Always nice to pair adversaries together.

Republic P-47D Thunderbolt head on, flown by seasoned display pilot Peter Kynsey.

UK Warbirds

The Mk.XIV Spitfire leading the Mk.V Spitfire, essentially little and big brother flying together!
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Another shot of  the P-47. it was based in the UK for many years as “No Guts No Glory” before being sold to a U.S. based owner but now she is back.

NEW!    COPILOT 1 Airspeed Monitor

Connects to your pitot and static airdata lines and intercom.

Configure via USB (Windows PC) or Bluetooth (Android phone).
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eyes out’
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l approach / landing 

l overspeed
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like running the engine on this aircraft at 
various power settings. If you have ever 
seen the cover taken off a Bristol Centaurus 
it looks like the inner workings of a clock 
with lots of cogs and gears running at high 
speeds, so is quite complex. Richard thinks 
that rapidly changing power settings to 
stay in formation with a slow aircraft puts 
that system under more stress than it needs 
- as in its day it was consistently flown on 
a high power setting and left alone. He 
planned to try and formate at 160 knots 
using his minimum power setting (1800 
rpm and 0 boost) and to see how things 
went. If it didn’t work, he would fly past a 
few times which we didn’t really want, but 
would have to wait and see.

So, throughout the day we ran through 
the list of aeroplanes; the Fury was last and 
fortunately the speed worked for Richard 
as he flew around with us for 15 minutes. 
It was a very busy day and a very fortunate 
place to be. Many of these aircraft had 
been on my hit list for a while so it was 
especially good to nail them all in one day.

Following a few days off flying, I 
managed to get 20 minutes up alongside 
Supermarine Spitfire Mk I N3200 which 
was as good as it gets. I just adore the first 
mark of the legend and it was so beautiful 
to see flying nice and close. As mentioned 
earlier I also flew with Keith Skilling in 
Hurricane P3717. It really was so good to 
fly with so many warbirds - but it didn’t 
end there; I will write about a very special 
day with the Battle of Britain Memorial 
Flight in the next KiwiFlyer issue!

               Gavin Conroy
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UK Warbirds

Hispano Buchon ‘Yellow 7’ poses aggressively; in the scheme it wore for the 1960s movie The Battle of  Britain.

Another unusual shot of  ‘Yellow 7’, only possible from a fast high-wing aircraft. 

Supermarine Spitfire Mk.1 that operates from Duxford and is flown by Mo Overall who was one of  the senior engineers who helped restore this very aircraft.

Hawker Fury wearing their prototype paint scheme, flown here by Richard Grace.
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Some very popular fly-ins get held each year at Taumarunui. 
Whether coinciding with one of them or not, there are numerous 
interesting things to do in the town, particularly a little off the beaten 
track. Ruth Allanson has plenty of tips for touring aviators:

Fly yourself to Taumarunui

Taumarunui   is located on the confluence of the Whanganui and 
Ongarue Rivers in the heart of the King Country.  It was one of 
the last places that Europeans settled because they were prohibited 
to live there until a ban was lifted in 1884.

Approaching Taumarunui
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It was popular to the Maori people because of its placement 
on the upper Whanganui river, providing canoe access with 
the isolated interior and the southern Whanganui settlements. 
The area was known for its large Totara trees and many canoes 
were built here. The river was the principle route in and out of 
Taumarunui and Maori canoe was the main traffic until Alexander 
Hatricks’s steam boats started operating in the late 1880s. The 
Entreprener had at one point 40 paddle boats fed by coal and he 
took tourists on the river as well as supplies, including livestock, 
stopping at multiple landings along the way. The river had over 

The Bridge to Nowhere

FK

200 rapids through which to navigate at great difficulty for the 
paddle steamers, expecially when the river is low. The company 
were constantly working on the tough areas of the river to keep it 
passable and Taumarunui was the last stop on the scheduled service 
which continued until the late 1920s when it ceased due to the 
deterioration of the river. The tourist posters at the time boasted 
of the luxury of Pipiriki house which slept 100 guests who would 
promenade up and down the 130 foot long upstairs veranda. Mr 
Hatrick also purpose made and placed a house boat for guests on 
the second stopover of the scheduled trip. This literally brought 
civilisation to what was a very remote part of the world at the time.

Taumarunui gained further importance with the completion 
of the North Island main trunk rail line in the year 1908. (Some 
may remember the ballad by Peter Cape ‘Taumarunui on the main 
trunk line’ from 1960.) South of the town, the terrain for this 
proved troublesome, resulting in the now famous Raurimu spiral 
being built. The rugged steep climb up to the volcanic plateau and 
the thick native forest prevented normal rail construction - vital at 
the time to open up the central North Island to important trading 
and employment opportunities. The spiral was designed by a civil 
engineer, Robert Holmes and was designed to avoid a long detour. 

The spiral took 10 years to complete, climbs 456 feet and 
consists of three horseshoe curves, a circle and two tunnels, rising 
in a gradient of 1 in 52. Legend tells of a train driver braking in a 
panic at night when he mistook the light on his last carriage on the 
spiral as a train directly in front.

The earliest flight in to TM was recorded in 1934, the plane 
landing at the now dis-used racesourse, south of the township. 
The current airfield was built just over 50 years ago to extend 
commercial ventures, however the main planes that used the 
facility back then were DC-3s spreading super phosphate on to the 
surrounding farmland.

Flying to Taumarunui takes some concentration because the 
King Country is a difficult place to navigate due to the surface 
below looking similar for miles - and it is unappealing for a land 
out. Mount Hikurangi sits above NZTM and is an excellent 
landmark to guide people from out of the area to the field. The flat 
top hill is 2500 feet and provides an interesting walk up of 4 hours 
to stunning views of volcanoes which are not far away to the east.

NZTM is a gently sloping wide long grass field of 1250m. It 
gently slopes uphill to the north and has plenty of parking in front 
of the club which is open for toilets and a cuppa. The landing fee 
of $10 is paid at the field and the closest avgas is at Te Kuiti. Be 
aware that itinerate traffic often uses NZTM as a x/c stop and also 
top dressing Crescos can be operating from the field and flying low 
level to spread fertiliser to surrounding farms. Keep an eye out and 
listen on the local frequency of 119.10.

There is no taxi to get into town but your accommodation can 
sort you out there and Gillard Motors (07 895 8169) do have a 
rental car. Taumarunui Holiday Park is a small but personable 
accommodation, owned and run by Phil and Helene. Helene grew 
up in the area and brought Phil back from  the UK and they have 
extensive knowledge on how to get the best out of your stay. They 
have the Kiwi cottage from $90 that sleeps seven and other cabins 
plus camping. They are also pet friendly if you have a pooch in the 
back of the plane that would rather not sleep under the wing for 
the night.  

NZTM hosts a national fly away of the Tiger Club where all 
sorts of planes turn up the week before Labour weekend each 
year. In 2019 the rally will be celebrating its 50th year and a huge 
vairety of aircraft from Tiger Moths to Bird Dogs, Beavers and 
Piper Cubs will arrive to enjoy the now famous local hospitality.  If 

Places to Go contributed by Ruth Allanson

you are thinking of popping in for this weekend, do organise your 
accommodation in advance, as there are also car rallies that enjoy 
Taumarunui during the same weekend.

Another place to stay is the Forgotton World Motel which is 
also the base for Forgotton World Adventures. The motel has lovely 
rooms at good rates starting at a studio for $100. The adventure 
side of the business provides a variety of options, none which need 
a car, to explore the river itself and The Forgotton Highway, (SH43 
is one of NZ’s remotest roads connecting TM with Stratford).  
Take a covered rail cart to explore this area, which goes through 
bush and tunnels or explore the mightly Whanganui River by 
jetboat. The jetboat is the only access (unless you walk for days) to 
the Bridge to Nowhere, a bridge left for nature to overtake when 
a farming settlement had to be abandoned due to the effects of 
weather on access and terrain in the early 1900s.  The bridge is now 
an icon and popular tourist attraction for those that can reach it.

The jetboat also allows easy access to Lauren’s Lavender farm, 
a beautiful place to explore, wander through lavender or sit in 
the quiet café enjoying the scenery and listening to bees.  www.
forgottenworldadventures.co.nz

The local place to have lunch is the Copper Tree café. Great 
atmosphere and good hearty home cooked food.  The Blue Cheese 
and Steak Pie makes it worth stopping there. For a tasty night time 
meal, try Jasmine’s Café and Thai restaurant. Consistently yummy 
and well sized portions.

What I am learning from the years I have being visiting and 
writing about places to go is that with each place I go to I wish I 
had spent more time there - so I end up returning. Wherever you 
go in our beautiful New Zealand, make sure you allow enough 
time to explore and relax.

                         Ruth Allanson

Forgotton World rail (golf) cart touring
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When   I planned this year’s trip to 
England it just happened that there was 
a July 1st air show at Old Warden on my 
first day there. Fortunately a friend picked 
me up from Duxford and we headed over 
for the day’s events. It was nice to not have 
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to drive after such a long trip.
On past trips there had been clashes 

with organised photo flights, so this was 
to be my first trip to the Shuttleworth 
Collection at Old Warden. What a 
fantastic place it is. So many rare aircraft 
in one place and most of them fly. 

Even though the show had a WWI 
theme a lot of other aircraft flew. The 
opening display was by Pete Kynsey in 
a P-47D Thunderbolt that only arrived 
in country a month earlier - and what 
a graceful display it was. His lines were 

A lovely SE.5a takes off  for its display. The close proximity to the action makes these air shows a must-do if  you are in England during the show season.

Avro 504 fitted with a rotary engine. Bristol M1C. Sopwith Triplane.

Sopwith Camel. Bristol Scout. Fokker Dr.1 Triplane.

Bristol F.2b Fighter.

Sopwith Dove. Avro Lancaster with some of  the best Lancaster passes I have seen. It looked and sounded amazing.

Kiwi Flyers Overseascontributed by Gavin Conroy

Part two of Gavin Conroy’s overseas 
contibutions for this issue of KiwiFlyer is 
a visit to the Shuttleworth Collection and 
a Military Pageant focused on the WWI 
centenary. Gavin writes:

smooth and you could see the respect 
Pete was giving this big, heavy, powerful 
aeroplane. It was the highlight my day.

Keith Skilling was there flying 
Hurricane P3717 to his usual high 
standard and an English based BE.2 
purchased from The Vintage Aviator a few 
years back flew as well. Lots of WWI era 
original and replica aircraft flew. It was nice 
to see types like the Sopwith Dove, Bristol 
M1C, Avro 504, and Bristol Scout. The 
Collection own and fly an original SE.5a 
that saw battle in WWI and shot down a 
Fokker D.VII, so it’s a real rarity.

WWII era types on display were the 
Collection’s recently restored Mk V 
Spitfire, Hawker Hurricane, Westland 
Lysander, Avro Anson, and some 
magnificent passes by the BBMF Lancaster. 
I’ve never seen better passes by that 
machine; low, close, and loud!

The airfield has a very relaxed feel 
and due to the number of aircraft in the 
hangars you would not be disappointed if 
you went for a visit when an air show was 
not on. There’s much to see there, as well as 
a good gift shop and excellent full English! 
Do look up www.shuttleworth.org

          Gavin Conroy FK

    Delivering Avionics expertise to the greater Waikato and beyond

    New installations, biennial inspections, faults and maintenance 

    Fixed wing and Rotary aircraft

    Avionics and Aircraft LAME

    Authorised inspector Call us to discuss your 
Avionics requirementsContact: Adam (Sammy) Seumanutafa

E: contact@primaryavionics.co.nz             P: 022 636 6573             
Steele Road, Hamilton Airport            Smokefree Avionics Experts
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Following   a very busy three weeks of photo flights in England it 
was fitting to end the trip back at Duxford where I started the trip 
for Flying Legends 2018.

I say it to everyone, but it really is one show all aviation fans 
need to try to get to at least once in their lifetime. There are a lot 
of warbirds at Duxford but the big formations like the Balbo are 
only flown at Legends and that alone is worth watching.

There were so many highlights this year; the show began with 
an eleven ship Spitfire formation and that was just the opening act! 
Other memorable formations were the Bristol Blenheim leading 
two Mk I Spitfires and four Hurricanes. The Red Bull team 
were there with their DC-6, P-38 Lightning, Corsair, and B-25 
Mitchell. The USAF Heritage Flight display was great. Led by an 
F-35 with a Mustang on one wing and Spitfire on the other, this 
was the first time ever that a non-American aircraft had flown as 
part of a Heritage Flight display.

The highlight for many was the return of four Hispano 
Buchons that were all flown in the original Battle of Britain movie 
filmed at Duxford. These fighters were joined by a few of the 
Spitfires used in the filming. A dogfight took place over Duxford 

Flying 
Legends
2018

Supermarine Mk.V Spitfire AR501.

Hawker Hurricane flown by Keith Skilling.

Avro Anson.Fauval AV36 glider put on amazing aerobatic display!! Westland Lysander. The huge balbo formation finale to Flying Legends 2018.

USAF Heritage Flight led by an F-35.

Line up of  big radials.

 Not to be outclassed a line up of  V12 inlines!

Shuttleworth

The Flying Legends Air Show at Duxford in England during July 
is one of the biggest and best classic aviation events there are. 
There’s a very consistent New Zealand component to the show 
too, in that this year was Keith Skilling’s 24th annual display 
there. Another NZ connection is Gavin Conroy who regularly 
heads to Duxford and surrounds in our off-season to renew 
acquaintances and keep his camera busy. Gavin writes:

contributed by Gavin Conroy

Republic P-47D Thunderbolt.
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complete with the stirring music from the 
movie and it really was shiver down the 
spine stuff to see that film playing out in 
front of us for real 50 years later!

Some fantastic solo displays were 
flown which included the Avro Lancaster, 
Grumman Bearcat and Hawker Sea Fury 
flown by Nick Grey. He opens every 
display I have seen with the aircraft he 
is in flying as fast as possible. This year 
when he flew past in the Sea Fury the 
sound was similar to the Sea Furys flown 
at Reno - as he always starts up high and 
dives for the deck! He also flew the ‘Joker’ 
routine which is a long solo display flown 
as the aircraft in the Balbo join up. On the 
Saturday, 28 aircraft took part which was 
great; on the Sunday a couple dropped out 
with technical issues but it didn’t matter 
as where else do you see a massed close 
formation display like that?

This year more than 31,000 people 
visited the show. I doubt anyone walked 
away disappointed, well maybe the one guy 
who was standing next to me complaining 
about the music being played during the 
Battle of Britain dogfight. He obviously 
didn’t get it but each to their own.

On the Friday before Flying Legends 
we did get one photo flight in which was 
my last and favourite of the whole trip. 
Keith Skilling and I had talked a few times 
about getting some air to air photos of 
him flying a Hurricane at Duxford. You 
may not know this but Keith has now 
displayed at Flying Legends 24 times, and 
he always says that the next one might 
well be the last. Thus I thought we should 
make an extra effort this time. Following a 
discussion at Wanaka earlier this year and 
with a lot of help from pilot, maintainer, 
and restorer Matt Pettit, Keith, and the 
owner of Hurricane P3717, we were able 
to make and air to air flight happen as 
Keith made his way from Old Warden 

Three Spitfires led by a newly restored Mk.XI flown by John Romain. Radial Classics by way of  a DC-3 and three polished Beech 18s.The highlight for many were the four Hispano Buchons, all of  which flew in the 1960s Battle of  Britain movie.

A pair of  Corsair’s coming in to land. There were three flying in the show. Dan Friedkin taxis past in his Mustang.The Fighter Collection’s Curtiss P-40C Tomahawk. Hawker T.20 Sea Fury flown by Nick Grace.

Manufacturers of Fun 
Dominator gyros are made here in New Zealand by Autoflight and provide 
the most cost-effective rotorcraft flight available. We produce parts, 
airframes, partial or fully completed single and tandem seat aircraft. We 
also manufacture Gear Reduction Drives to suit all Subaru engines and 
many other well-proven car engine aviation conversions.
Contact Neil Hintz on 027 824 1978 or autoflightneil@gmail.com

For all your engine overhauls
Lycoming, Continental, 

Gipsy, Rotax...
Part 145 approved

Call Bill O’Neill or Graeme Daniell
03 489 6870 or 027 307 5850

Taieri Airport,  Mosgiel.

www.southair.co.nz



Well known NZ  aviator Keith Skilling flying Hurricane P3717 near Duxford in England. This was the 24th time Keith has displayed at the Flying Legends Air Show. Gavin Conroy image. FK



KiwiFlyer Magazine Issue 5942

Kiwi Flyers Overseas - Duxford

where the Hurricane is based to Duxford for the show. Check the 
centrefold.

Hurricane P3717 is a significant machine. It flew in the Battle 
of Britain where it was shot up by several ME-110s on one mission 
but got back to base, and the pilot shot down an ME-110 as well! 
P3717 is estimated to still contain 40% of the original airframe.

Keith and I drove from Duxford to Old Warden where a 
Harvard was waiting for our use as the camera plane. All we 
needed to do was push the Hurricane out of the Hangar, pre-
flight, sign the paperwork and we were off.

There seems to be an idea that photo flights go on for a long 
time to get the photos, but nothing could be further from the 
truth. Time was tight; it always is as running these aircraft is not a 
cheap exercise. We took off and headed to Duxford, Keith joined 
up, click, click, and six minutes later he was gone.

After we landed at Duxford we had a de-brief, Keith and 
I caught up with John Romain to look around some of the 
aeroplanes and that was the day done and dusted. For a Warbird 
Nut like me it is stuff dreams are made of. At this point I had 
flown more than 30 hours in camera planes alongside 76 different 
aircraft during this trip and was exhausted. I willingly grounded 
myself from any further flying, well apart from the trip home!

Many thanks go to Matt for pulling everything together. I was 
flying from another airfield with a lot of military aircraft in the 
days leading up to Flying Legends (more on that in the next issue) 
and could not use phones on the tarmac so had no comms. Plus 
we only had time to refuel and take off again for days on end so 
access to emails was near impossible. I was very reliant on Matt 
and Keith to make it work and thanks to them it did! 

                                         Gavin Conroy

Douglas DC-6 operated by the Flying Bulls Collection.

Another Flying Bulls aircraft, this time the Lockheed P-38 Lightning. FK
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If  you want to be a Helicopter Pilot

Pilots who have flown a glider are better pilots

Obtaining your first medical

Hangar 1, Steele Road Phone Paul on 07 843 1200 or 021 743 033
Hamilton Airport Email: paul@centralaero.nz     www.centralaero.nz

Owner & Chief Engineer: David Ives

Heli Maintenance Ltd, Harewood Aviation Park, 4/25 Aviation Drive, PO Box 39144, Christchurch 8051
03 359 1001 or 027 528 5121   info@helimaintenance.com   www.helimaintenance.com

Canterbury’s first and only CAA Part 145
approved helicopter maintenance facility 

We also offer the following local modifications:
   l  Snow Shoes for R44 & MD500   
   l  EC120 Lead Acid Battery Installation   
   l  R22/R44 Pitch Links Repair  
   l  MD500 Collective Lock   
   l  MD500 Hockey Stick Repair

R22 / R44 2200 hour Rebuild Kits, 12 year inspections and helicopter 
refurbishment.  Let us provide a quote for your kit and / or rebuild.



WELCOME to the KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training in New 
Zealand. This special annual supplement includes articles related 
to aviation training as well as profiles and some great advice from 
numerous leading flight training providers from around the country. 
Participants in this Guide cover a broad training spectrum and 
readers will find a wealth of opportunity whether it be a microlight 
certificate for Sunday flying, a PPL to take the family on holiday by 
helicopter, through to fully structured programmes designed to set 
the career pilot directly up for airline employment.

There are articles covering how to get a cost-effective start in aviation 
whilst still at school, what to expect on your first medical, what an 
airline career might look like, how to appeal to a helicopter operator, 
and more. There are also many snippets of wisdom amongst the 
various training provider profiles.

More than 1000 copies of this issue of the magazine are being sent 
to Careers Officers at every NZ Secondary School and students 
interested in aviation will find much useful information within. Aviation 
training is not limited to just practical and theory tuition either. 
Academic opportunities abound for University degrees in aviation 
disciplines that can extend all the way to Doctorate level research. 
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New Zealand is well served by several organisations who make it 
their business to help develop interest from the next generation of 
aviation enthusiasts and professionals. Mostly volunteer based, these 
organisations offer a variety of ways a young person can become 
involved in aviation either for general interest, recreation, or with a 
career in mind. The information we featured on these organisations 
in our 2017 Training Guide was well-received, so here’s a recap. 
Thanks again to Mark Woodhouse for putting the words together.

So, you   like the idea of flying, but people have told you it is 
hard to get into and very expensive. Well to an extent it is, but 
you might be interested to hear that there are many individuals, 
organisations, programmes and events that will help you explore 
and progress your interest, some at little or no cost.

In this article I will tell you about opportunities that are 
focused on helping you begin the process of learning to fly, such 
as, but not necessarily limited to:

 - The Walsh;
 - Youth Glide;
 - Air Training Corp;
 - ServiceIQ Aviation Gateway Training;
 - Young Eagles; and,
 - Aero Clubs.

The Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School
The Walsh is an annual two week tented flying camp held at 

Matamata in the Waikato for 16 to 20 year olds. The camp is a 
National School of Scouting NZ and is supported by The Royal 
Aeronautical Society and a number of major corporates such 

as Air New Zealand and Airways Corp, as well as many smaller 
companies, individuals and the local community.

The school is established for up to 44 Ab-Initio (which literally 
means “from the beginning”) Students, 26 Returned Students and 
up to 4 Student Staff.  Members of Scouting NZ have priority for 
places up to the end or August and then remaining places are open 
to all applicants. Overall about 40 to 50% of the students are from 
Scouting and about 25 to 30% are female, with that proportion 
growing. The school has been over-subscribed for many years now, 
so a ballot is run to determine which of the applicants is fortunate 
enough to gain a position. That said there are usually withdrawals 
for one reason or another, so the waiting list does get used.

All staff, instructors and controllers attend on a voluntary basis, 
with varying levels of support from their employers.

For more information go to www.scouts.org.nz then click on 
National Schools/Flying

Youth Glide
The Youth Glide Soaring Development Camp is a live-in event 

aimed at taking any gliding youngster, at any stage of flying, 
and helping them to develop further. These events are run by 
Youth Glide NZ which is a not-for-profit organisation providing 
education, tuition and training for all relevant skills necessary for 
gliding in NZ. Participating students range in ages from 14 to 24.

Instructors, tow pilots and other helpers give freely of their 
time and expertise, many of whom come back year after year. The 
programme is augmented by great educational and social events.

There is much more to Youth Glide than just getting young 
people into gliding; they benefit in many other ways such as 
providing positive interactions with adults and giving them 

goals for lifelong learning, recreation and careers. Over the years 
many great friendships have been cemented at these camps, with 
competition for places at future camps now becoming quite tough.

While Youth Glide began in Omarama and Canterbury a 
similar but separate camp is now being run at Greytown in the 
Wairarapa and Youth Glide groups are now active in most gliding 
clubs. There is actually an awful lot of effort, time and money 
going into helping young people fly gliders.

For more information see the separate article later in this issue.

The Air Training Corp (ATC) National Aviation Course
The Air Training Corp is part of the New Zealand Cadet Forces 

(NZCF) and is for both girls and boys aged 13 to 18. The NZCFs 
are a voluntary, disciplined, uniformed youth leadership training 
organisation and while they are not part of the New Zealand 
Defence Force (NZDF), they are directed by the Chief of Defence 
Force, on behalf of the Minister of Defence, and are supported in 
partnership by the NZDF and the community.

One of the major events within the ATC is the National 
Aviation Course, which is a week-long flying course held at 
RNZAF Base Woodbourne in January each year. While their 
friends were hitting the beach over the summer break, these 
ATC students spent the week studying everything from aircraft 
maintenance, pre-flight checks and radio procedures, to flying 
with a general aviation flying instructor. By the end of the course 
the ATC cadets aim to pass their flight radio exam and get their 
wings by making their first solo flight. 

In the words of one parent;  “.... had an amazing time and 
came back so inspired and motivated. We were thrilled about her 
achievements, so whomever needs to hear ‘thanks’ we cannot say it 
enough!”

The National Aviation Course is now a well established and 
successful feature of the ATC annual calendar. The course enjoys a 
good level of financial support and awards from a number of very 
generous sponsors for which they are always most grateful.

For more information go to www.http://cadetforces.mil.nz/
about/air-training-corps.htm

ServiceIQ Aviation Gateway Training
ServiceIQ is the Industry Training Organisation (ITO) for 

aviation (including pilots), travel, tourism, museums, hospitality 
and retail, and is committed to helping young New Zealanders 
make a start in their careers.

ServiceIQ offers a wide range of training opportunities 
including the Aviation Gateway programme. The purpose of this 
programme is to enable schools to provide senior students (year 11 
and above) with access to structured workplace learning that helps 
them to kick-start their aviation career by gaining foundation 
knowledge, skills and experience, and to gain unit standards while 
doing so.

A student’s ultimate career role could be as a pilot, flight 
attendant, aeronautical engineer, airport operations manager, air 
traffic controller, academic, regulator, tourism operator, or many 
other related occupations. The Aviation Gateway programme can 
also help students make professional contacts that can open doors 
in the future.

There are two types of Gateway training programmes 
available, either a programme ready made by ServiceIQ, or a 
DIY programme, where your school’s Gateway Coordinators 
select the best ServiceIQ products to create a tailor-made learning 

programme for you. Both programmes take place in the classroom 
and/or an industry workplace.

ServiceIQ’s Aviation Gateway training programme is a fantastic 
way for you to get a feel for what it’s like to fly an aircraft, plus 
gain insights about other aviation industry roles. If your passion 
is to be a pilot, this first-time flying experience helps you gain 
acceptance into full-time flight training when you leave school.

You will do your training flight with a CAA qualified flying 
instructor at a local aero club during term time. The programme 
usually takes about 10 weeks, and normally runs between 1.00pm 
and 3.30pm. Students who successfully complete the programme 
will have gained:

- Up to 18 credits towards a national qualification;
- Up to three flights towards their Private Pilot’s Licence (PPL);
- Real skills and knowledge of the aviation industry; and,
- An insight into many different career options.

ServiceIQ also offers a Gateway “Flying NZ” Flight Training 
Scholarship to a stand-out student who has successfully completed 
the Gateway Aviation training.

While the ServiceIQ Aviation Gateway training programme is 
not offered in all schools, it may be available in yours, so ask your 
school Careers Advisor, and if its not, encourage them to explore 
setting it up.

For more information go to www.serviceiq.org.nz/schools/
gateway-training/serviceiq-gateway-aviation-training/

Young Eagles
Young Eagles is an aviation immersion programme for young 

people between the ages of 12 and 18. It is offered by many aero 
clubs under the auspices of Flying New Zealand (the trading name 
of the Royal New Zealand Aero Clubs - RNZAC). Young Eagle 
members will get the opportunity to experience many different 
aspects of aviation, from visiting air traffic control units and 
maintenance organisations, through to flying in an aircraft, with 
an instructor of course. Young Eagles will have the opportunity to 
actually control the aircraft, experience how it works and to look 
down on the world from above.

Whether you are interested in aviation for a career or for 
recreation, or you are just curious to find out what it is all about, 
Young Eagles might just be the starting point for your aviation 
adventure. If you are interested contact your local aero club and 
see if they offer the Young Eagles programme. If the aero club in 
your area doesn’t offer the Young Eagles programme, maybe your 
enthusiasm will encourage them to join.

For more information go to www.flyingnz.co.nz/youngeagles

To conclude
As you can see, there are opportunities out there which will 

help you learn about the aviation industry and help you take those 
first tentative steps toward either a career or a recreational interest 
in aviation. The opportunities I have touched on above may not be 
all that exist, and to the others I apologise for not mentioning you.

If you are interested, don’t sit back and wait for it to come to 
you. My observation is that to be a professional in our industry 
takes a determined investment of effort, time and to some extent 
or other money. It is not easy, but there are those prepared to help 
you, and most aviation professionals I know are passionate about 
their chosen careers. If you want it - go for it. And don’t let
 set-backs along the way discourage you. Persevere.

A Head Start for Young Flyers

About this Guide
There is also much included for existing pilots to consider in terms 
of getting current for summer or refreshing and extending skills to a 
higher level. How about an aerobatic or autogyro rating to add some 
variety to your flying?  

Even those who might not be immediately interested in training for 
themselves should find it interesting to look through this guide and 
observe the many and varied training approaches that are available. 
The range extends from small companies and personal one-on-one 
tuition through to large corporates with fleets of aircraft, an array 
of lecture facilities and purpose built student accommodation, and 
everything in between. 

In most cases, participants in the guide provided their own material 
for publishing and often are speaking directly to prospective students. 
Several have taken the opportunity to tell of student achievements 
that they are justifiably proud of.

Our industry is a close one and word of mouth is a frequent and 
trusted form of recommendation. If someone asks for your advice 
on matters of training, please refer them to this Guide which is 
also available for download from our website along with most other 
KiwiFlyer articles and back issues. 
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Flying for Air New Zealand
Every   year at about the start of 
September, the Air NZ Aviation Institute 
holds a careers evening presentation for 
would-be pilots. Most of those attending 
are students in their final year or two of 
secondary school – often with parents 
alongside. Attendance grows every year, 
with many hundreds at the two Auckland 
sessions this year. The four Aviation 
Institute Preferred Flight Training 
Organisations all run information booths 
at the evening – and were swamped with 
prospective students.

The evening is run to help students 
make decisions about pursuing an airline 
career and to inform them how to best 
position themselves for success. There is of 
course, also an element of Air NZ self-
promotion included for good measure.

Those attending learned of the 
opportunity to not be tied to ‘nine to five’ 
workdays, and to live and work in different 
parts of New Zealand during regional 
flying duties. Regional flying is varied 
rather than always being the same pilot/
route combinations – and in fact involves 
a lot more ‘flying’ than short or long haul 
airliner trips. Some regional legs span little 
more than 20 minutes between take-off 
and landing.

The obvious step up from regional 
flying is onto the jet fleet, where A320 
sector lengths run up to five hours. 
Sometimes these trips are overnight and 
sometimes there-and-back.Then there’s 
long haul on the 777 / 787 fleet all the 
way to London which could typically 
be a ten day trip involving one night in 
L.A., two in London, two or three more 
in L.A. and then home. Or a trip just 
to L.A. would typically cover four days, 
with just one night in L.A. In long-haul 
flying particularly, there’s a lot of sleep 
management involved. 

If there’s no nine-to-five schedules in an 
airline career, what happens to weekends 
and time off? Everything revolves around 
rosters, which although designed to be 
fair to everyone, you’ll get very little say in 

(special requests notwithstanding). On the 
jet fleet you could expect around 70 hours 
of flying time each month spread over a 
28 day roster with a minimum of 10 days 
off in that period. Short haul flyers could 
expect there to be 7-10 overnights and 10 
days off in a roster. Regional flyers will 
find themselves on a similar roster with 10 
days off per 28, including one weekend 
off per roster. Across all the disciplines but 
particularly long haul, pilots will often 
find themselves with big chunks of time 
off – great for lifestyles and especially 
those who live outside of Auckland.

How does one get to move between the 
flying disciplines and levels within each? 
You ‘bid’ for the roles you want and are 
then considered when the opportunity 
comes up. Of course you can’t bid unless 
you meet the pre-requisite requirements 
for the role. To a large degree, your 
bidding success will depend on your 
seniority in the organisation – based on 
your joining date, though seniority resets 
upon entering the jet fleet. Thus long 
service can become significantly rewarded.

Having set the scene for what to expect 
of an airline career, the presentation 
turned to training. For as long as anyone 
involved in the industry can remember, 
hour building has always been the most 
difficult part to achieve. Scrounging hours 
and working for nearly nothing to get 
ahead in the industry has almost always 
been a right of passage.

Many choose to take on instructing 
roles to help put hours in their logbook, 
however the (wise) advice at the 
presentation was not to instruct unless 
you really want to. Having the right skills, 
behaviours, and desire is paramount. 
With demand for pilots increasing apace, 
airlines are accepting recruits with far less 
logged hours than traditionally, and the 
opportunities to find jobs that will deliver 
the hours required of course increases 
as pilot turnover through these roles 

also increases. What are the entry hours 
requirements? What was traditionally 1000 
is recently now as low as 700. And the 
scale of Air NZ as a pilot employer? There 
are currently circa 1100 pilots in the jet 
fleet and 500 in the turbo prop fleet. Most 
pilots joining Air NZ will start off with 
Air Nelson which has employed 130 new 
pilots in the last three years.

What you need is the right stuff: 
passion, resilience, discipline, time 
management, strong communication, 
good coordination, good health, learning 
aptitude, self-motivation, and the ability to 
take constructive criticism. The latter being 
particularly important because you’ll face 
30 years of being ‘sim’ checked every six 
months in situations designed to test you 
under pressure. You need great people and 
social skills too, spending long hours in a 
confined space alongside your fellow crew 
members. And you need to be prepared 
to stay fit and healthy. Medical checks 
are annual until the age of 40, and six-
monthly thereafter.

Students at the presentation also 
learned how important it is to maintain 
good decision-making from an early age. 
Criminal convictions are an automatic 
disqualifier, as are excessive driving demerit 
points. If you can’t be trusted to drive a 
car safely, you’re hardly likely to be given 
a licence to fly an aircraft. Decisions made 
when young, can in fact have a significant 
bearing on future opportunities. (And 
there were indeed a few concerned looking 
faces in the audience.)

There are of course, also many career 
opportunities beyond the flight deck with 
Air New Zealand. The company is always 
looking for people interested in technical 
roles across the aviation spectrum. 
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The potentially destructive aspect of this nonsense is, that at 
the very time when the industry is struggling to attract and train 
sufficient numbers of young professionals to support its expansion, 
in all fields not just piloting, those who may be interested are 
hearing that the field they are considering investing themselves in 
may not exist very soon.

The purpose of this article is to argue that airliners will not 
be flown solely by computers.  Probably never, but certainly 
not in my lifetime, nor in the lifetime of my children or my 
grandchildren.  So, if you are considering taking up the challenge 
of entering our industry as a pilot, of investing the required effort, 
time, emotional energy and money, I declare that I believe that 
you will be adequately rewarded.  R2D2 will not usurp your role!

Sure, airlines would save significant costs if “AI” could be 
developed to the point where computers could replace human 
pilots, and ticket prices may fall (a little), but is it feasible?

The term “AI” (Artificial Intelligence) is bandied about very 
loosely.  AI has never been achieved, ever, anywhere in the world.  
Certainly, very clever programmers have developed computer 
software to a fantastic level, even to the stage where computers 
are programmed to “learn” from events (experience?) but that is a 

49

quantum leap away from true AI.
In Europe there was a multi-billion Euro project to develop 

even the most basic true AI, yet the results are far from 
encouraging.

The following are extracts from one of a number of articles I 
researched for this article.  They are from “When Will We Finally 
Achieve True Artificial Intelligence?”  By Thomas Hornigold - 
January 01, 2018

The field of artificial intelligence goes back a long way, but 
many consider it was officially born when a group of scientists 
at Dartmouth College got together for a summer, back in 1956.  
Computers had, over the last few decades, come on in incredible 
leaps and bounds; they could now perform calculations far faster 
than humans.  Optimism, given the incredible progress that had 
been made, was rational.

It’s fitting that the industry of predicting when we’d have 
human-level intelligent AI was born at around the same time as 
the AI industry itself.  In fact, it goes all the way back to Turing’s 
first paper on “thinking machines,” where he predicted that the 
Turing Test - machines that could convince humans they were 
human - would be passed in 50 years, by 2000.  Nowadays, of 
course, people are still predicting it will happen within the next 20 
years, perhaps most famously Ray Kurzweil.  There are so many 
different surveys of experts and analyses that you almost wonder if 
AI researchers aren’t tempted to come up with an auto reply: “I’ve 
already predicted what your question will be, and no, I can’t really 
predict that.”

Stuart Armstrong’s survey looked for trends in these 
predictions.  Specifically, there were two major cognitive biases he 

was looking for.  The first was the idea that AI experts predict true 
AI will arrive (and make them immortal) conveniently just before 
they’d be due to die.  This is the “Rapture of the Nerds” criticism 
people have levelled at Kurzweil - his predictions are motivated 
by fear of death, desire for immortality, and are fundamentally 
irrational.  The ability to create a super-intelligence is taken as an 
article of faith.  There are also criticisms by people working in the 
AI field who know first-hand the frustrations and limitations of 
today’s AI.

The second was the idea that people always pick a time span of 
15 to 20 years.  That’s enough to convince people they’re working 
on something that could prove revolutionary very soon (people are 
less impressed by efforts that will lead to tangible results centuries 
down the line), but not enough for you to be embarrassingly 
proved wrong.  Of the two, Armstrong found more evidence for 
the second one - people were perfectly happy to predict AI after 
they died, although most didn’t, but there was a clear bias towards 
“15-20 years from now” in predictions throughout history.

One of the problems of complex technological systems is that 
you never know where a potentially catastrophic problem can 
begin.  And what concerns me most is the infrastructure, the 
wiring, the bugs in algorithms.  How often does your smart phone 
let you down, or an App crash?  How often are Apps, even the 
most developed, being updated to rectify some bug or other?  Not 
much help if your aircraft is over the Pacific, four or five hours 
flying time away from a suitable airfield!

Humans are very good at creating complex technological 
systems.  However, we are not as good at managing them, and not 
very good at all when something goes wrong with them.

Airbus A330 cockpit

Airliners will be pilotless 
in the near future.   Yeah, Nah.

Perhaps unsurprisingly, given the opportunitity for a sensationalist 
headline, mainstream media often makes reports of some expert 
or another proffering an opinion that the pending pilot shortage 
will at least partially be solved by the pilotless aircraft of the 
future. KiwiFlyer Contributor (and A-Cat Flight Instructor, GA Flight 
Examiner, long time CFI of the Walsh Memorial Scout Flying School, 
Boeing 787-900 First Officer, and owner of Waypoints Aviation), 
Mark Woodhouse, has an opinion on this matter too. Mark writes:

I hear   all too often in the media that commercial airliners will 
soon be flown autonomously, i.e., by computers alone.  Sans 
pilots.  In fact, the other day I read that this will occur within ten 
years.  Whatever…   I would argue that this is abject nonsense, 
proffered by those who understand neither piloting nor the 
current state of computer development.

Consider how long it takes to develop any aircraft, let alone one 
incorporating such a leap in technology.  The latest generation of 
aircraft began design 10 to 15 years ago, and while there is limited 
military application of remotely piloted drones, the world is 
decades away from true AI.
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within the aviation training industry - currently 1/3 of NAC’s 
instructors are female.

The College offers single-room accommodation onsite 
overlooking Motueka Aerodrome and, being located in one of the 

best climatic regions 
in New Zealand 
with spectacular 
and varied terrain 
on their doorstep, 
students learn to 
fly in excellent 
conditions all year 
round.

As one of the 
Air New Zealand 
PFTOs, NAC’s 
training standards 
and student 
selection process 
are aligned with 
Air NZ’s standards 
of high quality. 
An external 
contracted auditor 
is employed, as well 
as the utilisation 
of modern 
software systems. 
This ensures that 

professional standards are maintained. 
In addition, NAC offers a mentoring programme to students 

by Air NZ senior pilots, and as part of students’ professional 
development it provides regular 360 degree feedback from peers 
and staff.

There are also opportunities for students to complete a double 
diploma in Airline Preparation and Flight Instructing, thus making 
them more employable before acquiring the required flight hours 
to meet entry requirements for major airlines.

 A current student, Javan Rose, when asked how he found the 
course and his instructors, said, “All the students here were like-
minded and passionate about flying and it was really awesome; 
the family atmosphere is really cool. On all theory courses, the 
instructors were more than happy to stay after class and help you 
with anything. They always go the extra mile to make sure you’ll 
pass well and make sure that you have adequate understanding 
of the content. Especially when you start flying, they’re really 
involved, and I think there’s a lot of work that goes on in the 
background that you don’t really see. They’re working really hard to 
make sure you’re prepared for your flights.” 

For more information 
We invite you to visit us at www.nelson-aviation.co.nz or on 

Facebook, or speak to one of the team today on (03) 528 8382.

With   the purchase of a new Boeing simulator and three 
new aircraft with state-of-the-art instrument systems, Nelson 
Aviation College has taken their pilot training to a new level. 
Nelson Aviation College is one of the Air New Zealand Preferred 
Flight Training 
Organisation 
(PFTO) providers 
for students 
wanting a top 
quality education, 
and this significant 
investment in 
new technology is 
designed to keep 
the Motueka and 
Nelson-based 
college at the 
forefront of the 
industry after 40 
years in business.

The acquisition 
of a Pacific 
Simulators Boeing 
737-800 simulator 
means NAC 
can now deliver 
the Air New 
Zealand Airline 
Integration Course 
from its Nelson Airport training facility. The Nelson training 
facility has undergone a relocation and substantial upgrade. This 
facility contains new equipment, including procedural trainers 
and a G1000 simulator. As well as increasing its attractiveness to 
students, it provides greater exposure to airline operations at one of 
the country’s busiest regional airports.

 The recent acquisition of three new Cessna 172s with the 
latest Garmin G1000 NXi instrument systems underlines NAC’s 
determination to be the provider of choice for New Zealand 
students. As NAC Chief Executive Giles Witney says, “We are 
moving forward by bringing in the latest technology to enhance the 
training of our students”.

Giles owns and manages NAC with his wife Katrina, who is 
the Safety and Finance Manager. They are passionate about the 
New Zealand aviation industry and are committed to running a 
highly professional and supportive service. He says the College will 
continue to offer students a family-type environment with a low 
instructor to student ratio, enabling delivery of a quality, safe and 
friendly training experience, aiming for consistently high pass rates.

The low instructor to student ratio is part of a point of 
difference for Nelson Aviation College in that training can be 
focused on small numbers of students, with only 65 at any one 
time between its two bases. Another point of difference is the 
College’s awareness of the need for positive female role models 
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Nelson Aviation College
‘Training Beyond the Standard’

Imagine that computer scientists managed to develop a network 
of computers for an aircraft, that could guarantee 99.999% 
reliability.  A recent report showed that there are 37.4 million 
flights scheduled in 2014, growing at a rate of about 3-5% per 
year.  That means that these days there are about 44 million flights 
per year or about 120,000 flights per day.

At a reliability rate of 99.999%, that means that the world 
would suffer 440 accidents per year!  A colleague of mine recently 
stated that “pilots are there, not for what they do, but what they 
can do.”

While discussing this issue with a retired engineer, he asked 
who do they litigate when an aircraft does crash?  Some software 
developer in Silicon Valley?

In a presentation to the London based Honourable Company 
of Air Pilots Livery Dinner, Mr. Chrispin Orr, Chief Accident 
Investigator of the UK Air Accident Investigation Branch, 
described the investigation of drone/RPAS accidents.  He pointed 
out the absence of pilot testimony, and that “it is extremely 
difficult to get the designers of these RPAS to disclose what the 
computers have been designed to do.  And they don’t always know 
how their system will react in any given set of circumstances.  So, 
it can require extensive analysis of the data to determine what went 
wrong and what needs to be fixed.”  He cautioned that “we should 
not be seduced by the manufacturers claims of reliability, nor of 
those who argue that unmanned systems don’t pose any risk to 
life.”  He concluded that “the demise of the human pilot is greatly 
exaggerated and somewhat premature.”

Computers are dumb and dutiful, and will obligingly fly an 
aircraft into the ground, if that is its current algorithm.  To err is 
human, but to really muck it up, you need a computer!

“A computer has your safety at heart.”   Yeah right!  -  Tui 
billboard…

Perhaps an intermediate step is single-pilot operations, and I 
acknowledge that is a possibility.  On the 9th of February 2018 
The Guardian reported that Boeing has again raised the prospect 
of single-pilot operations for large high-performance aircraft, 
suggesting that such operations could start on cargo flights and 
could be a reality within several decades.  (My emphasis).

Nevertheless, some sound arguments exist for having that 
second pair of eyes and hands on the flight deck - to take over 
control if the flying pilot becomes incapacitated or distracted, 
to assist the flying pilot if he or she becomes afflicted with acute 
fatigue or disorientation.  And perhaps most importantly, to 
assist or take over control if the flying pilot is overwhelmed by an 
emergency or an extreme workload during a busy phase of flight.

Finally, a NASA study conducted in 2017 with US pilots on 
a Boeing 737 simulator concluded that the pilots found normal 
workload for a single-pilot to safely fly the aircraft unacceptable, 
let alone for an emergency situation.

I will also conclude, as Chrispin Orr did, that “the demise of 
the human pilot is greatly exaggerated and somewhat premature.”

                  Mark Woodhouse

Our students are family

A domestic student focus

The latest technology - Aircraft and Simulators

Air NZ Preferred Training Organisation delivering 
the Airline Integration Course
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Nelson Aviation College’s new Pacific Simulators Boeing 737-800 Simulator.
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Massey University Aviation Open Day 
showcases new Flight Operations Centre
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Bachelor of  Aviation
Massey’s BAv graduates complete a unique integrated aviation 

university undergraduate qualification, intended for those planning 
a professional career as a pilot. Scenario-based flight training and 
Apple iPads as Electronic Flight Bags are key elements of the 
School’s approach to preparing students for eventual airline roles. 
BAv students graduate with all the examination credits for issue of 
an ATPL and are issued with a New Zealand PPL, CPL, and MEIR, 
meaning that they do not have to financially ‘front- load‘ their flight 
training by gaining a PPL first. 

All tuition fees in the first year are fully covered by the NZ 
Government student loan with any shortfall between the student 
loan and the programme fees currently occurring in the second year 
of the degree.  

All flight training is delivered in-house via the School’s fleet 
of technically advanced Diamond single engine and twin engine 
aircraft equipped with full digital avionics approved for PBN.  

Graduate pathways are a strength of the Massey BAv degree. 
Students have the option of applying for either the Qantas 
Future Pilot Programme (QFPP), or the Massey University Flight 
Instructor Course (FIC) both of which are completed in the last 
year of the degree. Qantas will also provide a comprehensive 
mentoring programme for all B.Av. students throughout their 
degree programme.

Selected QFPP candidates will complete an intensive Airline 
Transition Course (ATC) in their final semester. Upon successful 
completion of the degree and the QFPP ATC, graduates will 
complete their training with Jetstar New Zealand or QantasLink 
and become qualified as First Officers flying for Jetstar, NZ.  

This pathway has been approved by CAA NZ, permitting less 
than 500 hour graduate pilots to move directly into an airline role 
in New Zealand. 

Students selected into the Massey Flight Instructor (FIC) option 
also have a direct graduate pathway available to them once they 
graduate. They may apply for a position as a Massey Graduate Flight 
Instructor (GFI) - a two-year fixed term position. Flight training 
under the mentorship framework of the GFI programme is highly 
valued by Massey graduates. Massey’s GFI graduates are recognised 
as being able to transition seamlessly into subsequent airline roles. 

Other Massey Flight Instructor graduates can be found working 
for large aviation training organisations in NZ and Australia where 

they quickly add value by bringing aspects of their Massey training 
to those organisations. Still other B.Av. Graduates can be found 
working as commercial pilots in the charter, tourism and medical 
evacuation sectors in NZ, Australia, USA, Africa  and Asia. 

Bachelor of  Aviation Management 
This is a specialised business degree that introduces students to 

the complexities of achieving profitability, safety and regulatory 
compliance in the aviation industry. It also offers students the 
chance to take up an internship project during their degree with an 
approved aviation related industry in NZ or offshore. These credit-
bearing internship courses enable students to acquire real-world 
experience in an aviation context. Aviation students may also apply 
to be selected as a Massey University exchange student with one of 
Massey’s many international university partners including renowned 
aviation universities such as Embry Riddle Aeronautical University 
or Purdue (USA).

Postgraduate qualifications 
Increasingly, aviation professionals choose to add value to their 

career portfolios by completing postgraduate degrees in aviation - 
namely the Master of Aviation or an aviation doctoral programme 
(PhD). Research undertaken by Massey’s aviation faculty and 
postgraduate students contributes to global aviation research. 

Master of Aviation students may select one of two options; the 
Master of Aviation – Research Pathway, or the Master of Aviation, 
Professional Practice Pathway. Both pathways require students to 
complete certain compulsory papers during the first part. In the 
second part, the research pathway requires a research report, and the 
professional pathway requires completion of a project which may be 
related to an aspect of their current industry role. This latter option 
is gaining increased resonance within the aviation industry. Both 
pathways are available via distance learning. 

Massey  currently has three aviation PhD  candidates at various 
stages of their programme. Their research encompasses airport 
branding, aviation communication challenges between English and 
non-English native speakers, and aviation compliance issues facing 
Pacific Island countries. Expressions of interest from prospective 
doctoral candidates are always welcome. 

RPAS / UAV’s 
The School of Aviation continues to actively engage with the 

fast evolving NZ RPAS / UAV sector.  A three-day  professional 
course designed and delivered by Massey flight instructors is aimed 
at educating RPAS users and non-aviators for safe operations in the 
aviation environment.

With the opening of stage one of Massey’s new Aviation Centre, 
students and families attending the School’s annual Aviation Open 
Day on 15 September 2018 saw first-hand what Massey offers 
in the way of facilities and aviation programmes. The expansion 
to hangar, classroom and operations centre facilities has also seen 
the installation of a new Diamond DA-42 L360 Simulator which will 
significantly enhance the training capacity for Bachelor of Aviation 
students. Construction of Stage Two is expected to be completed by 
August 2019. Open Day attendees also had the opportunity to pre-
book trial flights and attend presentations by representatives from 
Jetstar, Airways NZ, Palmerston North Airport Ltd. and more. 
Qualifications offered at Massey’s School of Aviation include:
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Worldwide,   airlines are expanding their 
fleets and schedules to meet the demand 
of global economic expansion. The world 
is facing a pilot shortage; now is the time 
to train to be a pilot.

Southern Wings is an Air New Zealand 
Preferred Flight Training Organisation 
(FTO). There are only four FTOs in 
New Zealand and Southern Wings is the 
only FTO with two bases. By choosing 
to train with Southern Wings as an Air 
New Zealand Preferred Flight Training 
Organisation, prospective pilots will be 
assured they are:
•	 Joining	a	flight	training	programme	

designed to produce commercial airline 
pilots;

•	 Likely	to	succeed	as	they	have	
met airline styled entry criteria for 
programme selection;

•	 Interacting	with	airline	personnel.
Southern Wings is interested in quality; 

we do not aspire to be the biggest, just 
the best. With bases in Auckland and in 
Invercargill, we have the whole country 
covered. Southern Wings students 
experience the opportunity to fly and 

Southern Wings - Flight Training Professionals
enjoy the variation of terrain, weather, 
controlled and uncontrolled airspace 
across New Zealand. Southern Wings 
boast highly experienced instructors who 
are passionate about flying and who want 
to share that passion and their experience 
with the next generation of professional 
pilots.

The New Zealand Diploma in Aviation 
at Southern Wings provides the training 
relevant to commercial considerations. 
From crew and passenger demands, or 
weather and air traffic disruptions, today’s 
modern airline pilot needs the ability to 
manage all of these issues in addition to 
demonstrating well-honed flying skills 
and possessing an in-depth knowledge 
of modern aircraft systems. This course 
prepares you for the pilot’s demanding 
and multi-faceted role.

The New Zealand Diploma in Aviation 
course that Southern Wings provides 
has three streams; General Aviation, 
Instructor and Airline Preparation. All 
students of these streams will complete a 
Private Licence (PPL) and Commercial 
Pilot Licence (CPL). After that the 

completion requirements depend on the 
stream chosen. For the Airline Preparation 
stream, students will complete a PPL, 
CPL, and Multi-Engine Instrument 
Rating (MEIR) and, all of their ATPL 
theory. Then they will undergo a 
secondary selection process for entry into 
the Airline Integration Course (AIC). 

The New Zealand Diploma in Aviation 
is student loan funded.

A group of  recent Diploma in Aviation Graduates

Hastings Aerodrome
1591 Maraekakaho Road
Hastings

0800 359 242

Flight Academy

Producing Industry-Ready Professional Pilots

www.airhb.co.nz
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In my   last article we touched on the expectations helicopter 
operators have when looking for new pilots and the qualities that 
put them above the rest. We received some great feedback and are 
pleased to follow that up with another discussion aimed at helping 
new pilots understand what they should be striving for. 

Something students and newly qualified pilots need to consider 
is that the helicopter industry is constantly changing. From year 
to year or season to season, different divisions of the industry 
boom and others go into decline. One area new pilots should be 
focusing energy on for initial employment is the ever growing 
worldwide tourism industry. If your real desire however, is to get 
into agriculture or utility operations then it is important that 
your training provider helps you with a plan to work your way 
into these sectors. The best way to do this is to get out and meet 
people in the industry - and an introduction is always helpful 
before you start door knocking. Maybe ask your instructor if you 
could do a cross-country and call in to meet an employer on route 
to introduce yourself in case a ground crew / entry level position 
comes up? If you are planning to get into agriculture you need to 
be aware that the time frame to get flying may take longer. You’ll 

In the 2017 KiwiFlyer Aviation Training Guide, owner of Reid 
Helicopters Nelson, Toby Reid wrote about the expectations he 
and other employers have of freshly licensed pilots joining their 
companies. In this article, Toby follows up with advice for those 
either contemplating, or part way through their training. Toby writes:
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need to be patient and really prove yourself to an operator before 
they train you as an Ag Pilot. Bear in mind that you should then 
be willing to deliver some loyalty back for their not inconsiderable 
investment in you.

In the past 12 months within our own training division we 
have seen a move back to initial employment in Australia with 
the Australian industry showing strength in tourism, utility and 
agriculture. The main employer is still most likely the tourism 
sector flying piston engine helicopters. Interestingly our last 
CPL student to graduate gained employment within one week 
in Australia and was straight into a turbine helicopter in the 
agricultural and utility sector. So yes, this is still possible, but more 
than ever I knew this particular student would do well from day 
one as he was hard working, determined and had a great attitude. 

After a great discussion with veteran pilot Mark Law at the 
recent Aviation New Zealand conference here in Nelson we got 
talking about the next generation of pilots coming through and 
some of the pros and cons we have both seen with these young 
guys and girls. Mark kindly offered to send some notes towards 
this article. Here’s his great advice for new trainees and pilots: 

“If you are reading this article you are halfway interested in 
becoming a helicopter pilot, training to become one, or a new 
license holder looking for direction. If you pause right now and 
look within yourself and ask these questions you could get to 
second base:
•	 Am	I	punctual;	can	I	get	going	without	a	prompt?
•	 Do	I	like	constant,	repetitive	physical	and	mental	work?	

Two of  Reid Helicopters Nelson’s AS350s

FK

•	 Can	I	dissociate	myself	from	my	phone,	tablet	and	social	media	
without withdrawals across a normal 8 hour working day, and 
still function?

•	 Can	I	take	a	kick	up	the	bum	and	or	constructive	criticism	
without featuring a ‘poor me, hard done by’ attitude?

•	 Can	I	communicate	personally	which	mean;,	stand	and	look	
people in the eye and converse clearly and confidently?

•	 Am	I	friendly,	happy,	humorous,	and	helpful?
•	 Am	I	determined	and	without	expectations	of	flying	

immediately; i.e. expecting hard yakka on the ground within 
the industry before even looking to start flying?

•	 Can	I	turn	my	hand	to	other	jobs,	not	just	the	flight	controls?
•	 Am	I	able	to	innovate	myself,	the	company,	others	and	our	

industry?
•	 Do	I	expect	to	work	within	my	home	town	community,	or	am	I	

more realistically prepared to  spread my wings and get worldly?
•	 Do	I	understand	common	sense	and	how	it	fits	with	life	and	

work?
•	 Will	I	listen	to	experienced	folk?
•	 Will	I	enjoy	working	in	all	weather	conditions?

If you are armed with these expectations and attributes, not 
only will you enjoy a great aviation career, you will tackle most 
other work challenges and be a great asset to everyone.” 

Thanks Mark for those wise words.

We have recently noticed an increase in enquiries for flight 
training coming from young people still in high school. I think it’s 
great that these guys and girls are so keen at such a young age but 

IF YOU ARE SELECTED TO TRAIN WITH US
YOU’LL GET MUCH MORE THAN JUST A PILOT LICENCE

We are commercial helicopter operators who offer one full-time commercial student at a time the opportunity 
of training alongside us as we work. Our three Instructors are highly experienced commercial pilots who teach 
the  attitude and skills you’ll need to secure your first job in the industry. That’s why all our past students have 
gained employment and are now working throughout the world.               Contact us to start your career.

Based in Wakefield, Nelson    P: 03 541 9530    E: admin@helicoptersnelson.co.nz     www.helicoptersnelson.co.nz

P R E C I S I O N  L I F T I N G
F I R E  F I G H T I N G

S U R V E Y
R E M OT E  O P S

C H A R T E R
C O N S E R VAT I O N

F O R E S T R Y
S E A R C H  &  R E S C U E

there are going to be barriers for them for being so young. Some 
may be a lot more mature than others and some may be ready 
to leave home and get into the big wide world of employment, 
but others might be far from it. I think it’s important that when 
leaving high school, you are not in a rush to get your commercial 
licence and a great idea would be to spend a year or so working in 
the aviation industry to make sure you understand the pressures 
that can be involved and make sure it is right for you. If you come 
out of this with drive and passion for the industry you will know 
that making the huge investment to gain a licence will not go to 
waste. 

I must contradict myself here in saying that some of the best 
students and pilots we have ever had, have in fact come direct 
from high school - however these guys trained with us slowly over 
2 to 3 years while working on the ground learning the ropes as 
they trained, while also gaining maturity. I hope in the future we 
still find the same type of people to be a part of our organisation, 
as the next generation of people change in their way of thinking 
and dealing with the pressures of the industry (and life in general).

Lastly my advice to newly qualified helicopter pilots is to look 
for a company that is known for career progression. This might 
mean starting off in an R44 with a company that also operates 
AS350s. If you are loyal, hard working and have a good attitude 
there is a good chance you will end up flying the Squirrel within a 
couple of years. You would expect to be bonded to this company 
for a good couple of years after getting a type rating, but it would 
be well worth it in the long run. Good Luck.

               Toby Reid

If you want 
to be a Helicopter Pilot

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training
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When   training to enter the aviation industry as a pilot or 
technician, getting your first start is very important. Ardmore 
Flying School is focused on employment outcomes and delivering 
a level of training that the airline industry’s employers are wanting.

 Whilst maintaining their position as one of New Zealand’s 
largest trainers of domestic students, Ardmore Flying School has 
also been very focused on international markets, particularly in the 
Asia/Pacific region. A significant upside of these new international 
relationships is an increase in airline pilot opportunities for 
recently trained graduates.

A significant acquisition has been a Pacific Simulators PS4.5 
Euro Jet A320 fixed-base simulator. This state-of-the-art simulator 
provides the perfect platform for the School’s Multi Crew 
Integration Course (MCIC). This simulator is in fact built from a 
real aircraft cockpit shell so most of the controls are, and some of 
the equipment is, actual aircraft units. The reality of the cockpit 
and visuals is such that looking over the pilot’s shoulder at the 
screen while they are flying can result in a case of the leans!

The MCIC course, which forms the final phase of training in 
the Airline Preparation Diploma, is designed to include Multi 
Crew Cooperation training, Jet Orientation training and to 
prepare the student for operating in a multi-crew environment 
in airline type conditions. This 4-week course is conducted by 
current or retired airline training Captains. The experience gained 
by the student is very ‘real world’ and the philosophies applied 
along with the standard operating procedures to fly a jet are the 
most current used by airlines now.

The simulator allows students to experience and learn from 
dealing with in-flight emergencies, most of which cannot be 
practised in an aircraft for real! Their communication and team 
work are put to the test as the course progresses from a basic 
commercial jet flight to the flight from hell with emergency after 
emergency to cope with. However, our extremely experienced and 
skilled Training Captains prepare them well and a successful flight 
outcome is achieved – the advantage of being able to do this while 
on the safety of the ground is invaluable. 

Airline operating procedures and philosophy are fed downwards 
from the MCIC and applied to Ardmore Flying School’s initial 
VFR and IFR training giving the student exposure to airline 

Airline Employment is our Focus
at Ardmore Flying School and Ardmore Aviation Technical

disciplines and procedures from their very first flight.
 As a result of this strategy, and the growing need for airline 

pilots and engineers world-wide, Ardmore Flying School CEO 
Ian Calvert believes that in the foreseeable future, the school will 
be able to employ directly or facilitate the employment of many 
of its graduates either here in New Zealand, or at an overseas 
base. In fact, the school now encourages ALL its pilot trainees to 
complete the double NZ Diploma in Aviation programme in both 
Airline Preparation and Flight Instruction, while Aeronautical 
Technical students can take a two-year Certificate in Aeronautical 
Engineering. With these qualifications, graduates will be ideally 
positioned to take up one of the different opportunities available.

More about Us
The senior management teams at Ardmore Flying School and 

Ardmore Aviation Technical have more than 100 combined years 
of pilot training and Aeronautical technical experience behind 
them. We pride ourselves on innovative thinking and an excellent 
reputation for providing well-trained graduates to airlines and 
the aviation industry. Our fully-integrated tailored flight training 
programmes transform students into strong, decisive and skilled 
pilots, capable of operating at the highest levels in the ever-
changing commercial and corporate sectors.

We operate 19 aircraft including Garmin 1000 equipped Cessna 
172s, two Diamond DA42 Twin Star and a Beechcraft Duchess 
Be76. On the simulator front, as well as the Pacific Simulator A320 
simulator we have Frasca twin and single engine simulators, as well 
as a King Air Turboprop simulator.

Our briefing rooms and air-conditioned classrooms are 
equipped with the latest electronic teaching aids.

We are located at Ardmore Airport in South Auckland. You’ll be 
training at the busiest airport in NZ which isn’t at all as daunting 
as it might sound. In no time you’ll become familiar with protocols 
and competent amongst traffic. Weather conditions here rank 
among the best in NZ with only the very odd day where operations 
have to be cancelled. The local training area and surrounding 
districts offer diverse topographic and climatic conditions. 

Pilots trained by Ardmore Flying School can be found 
in all parts of the industry in New Zealand and around the 

world including airlines, charter, rescue, tourism, agriculture, 
commercial, corporate and utility operations.

We are NZQA approved and hold CAA Rule Part 141 approval 
for flight training. Student Loan funded training opportunities are 
available but are limited so early application is recommended for 
these sought-after training positions.

Visit and Fly
If you have ever wondered about becoming a fixed wing pilot, 

then call in and enjoy an Introductory Flight Lesson. You’ll spend 
time on the ground learning about the aircraft, then take to 
the sky with an instructor for a local flight. Once airborne, the 
controls will be yours for some basic manoeuvres. When we’re 
back on the ground we’ll debrief and answer any questions you 
have. 

Courses & Qualifications 
Ardmore Flying School delivers the New Zealand Diploma 

in Aviation programme for both fixed and rotary wing aircraft, 
including the following components:

•		Private	&	Commercial	Pilot	Licences	–	Fixed	&	Rotary	Wing
•		Single	&	Multi-Engine	Instrument	Ratings
•		New	Zealand	Certificate	in	Aviation	Commercial	Pilot	and	

Instrument Rating (Level 5)
•		C-Category	Flight	Instructor	–	New	Zealand	Diploma	in	

Aviation – Flight Instruction (Level 6)
•		Air	Transport	Pilots	Licence	Examination	Credits	–	New	

Zealand Diploma in Aviation – Airline Preparation (Level 6)
•		Multi-Crew	Integration	Course	–	MCIC	-	New	Zealand	

Diploma in Aviation – Airline Preparation (Level 6)

For more information
For more information on our fixed wing or helicopter training 

and employment pathways:
•	 Visit	www.ardmore.co.nz	or	look	us	up	on	social	media			
•	 Call	0800	Ardmore	or	email:	info@ardmore.co.nz
•	 Or	come	in	and	chat	with	one	of	our	friendly	team	members		

who will guide you on the way to aviation success.

FIXED WING 
CAREERS 
TAKE OFF 
HERE

AVIATION 
CAREERS 
TAKE OFF 
HERE

In   response to industry concerns of a forecast worldwide shortage 
of aircraft engineers, Ardmore Aviation Technical (AAT) now offers 
a two-year aeronautical engineering training course. This course is 
designed to give graduates a distinct advantage over their peers by 
being able to present themselves to employers as genuinely ‘work-
ready’. 

Programme Manager for Ardmore Aviation Technical is 
experienced engineer Peter McCarty. “Young people today are very 
good at Googling information,” says Peter. “We hope to give them 
the ability to reason solutions to problems they will encounter. We 
aim to give students a broad foundation in hand skills as well as the 
theoretical knowledge that will equip them to think for themselves. 
Our course takes young people who have an aviation interest, but 
not necessarily any practical knowledge or skills, and make them 
Safe, Knowledgeable and Useful on their first day of employment. 
The demonstrable knowledge, skills and experience they have when 
leaving here will make them shine at job interview time.”

The AAT training course is focused on equipping students with 
fundamental skills and knowledge on which they can build their 
careers. A strong emphasis is placed on practical paperwork from 
the first day; the use of worksheets, time recording, parts tracking 
through release notes and requisition documentation. 

The same integrated approach is taken in Year One where 
students develop skills with basic metalwork exercises. The series 
of projects follows the same format: Students first create a drawing 
that develops their technical drawing skills and interpretation 
ability, and then create the item - in most cases tooling or 
equipment which they keep and will use throughout their career.

Successful students graduate with the NZQA approved 
NZ Certificate in Aeronautical Engineering (Pre-Employment 
Skills) (Level 3) and NZ Certificate in Aeronautical Engineering 
(Workplace Introductory Skills) (Level 4).

Wherever there is overlap between NZQA credit requirements 
and AME (Aircraft Maintenance Engineer) licence exams, students 
will also sit appropriate LAME papers, thus taking steps towards 
becoming a licensed engineer.

 The course premises are located in the large NZ Warbirds’ 
hangar at Ardmore. “It’s quite symbiotic,” says Peter. “In the 
Warbirds hangar we have aircraft types from WWI through to the 
A-4K Skyhawk. There is fabric covered and open cockpit aircraft, 
radial engines, liquid cooled engines, gas turbines from the early 
centrifugal compressors through to a high by-pass fan engine, and 
more. These ‘training aids’, along with the varied fleet of aircraft 
domiciled elsewhere at Ardmore make it easy to view in real life 
what is being discussed in the formal classroom. Walking from one 
aircraft to the next and physically seeing the developments, designs 
and various systems and features that have evolved through history 
certainly brings to life the learning experience”. 

AAT graduates will have the skills and knowledge to be 
employed as basic unlicensed aeronautical engineers in both the 
general aviation and airline industries. 

For more information
Enquiries are welcome for the next Ardmore Aviation Technical 

course intake. Visit www.ardmore.co.nz for more information.

Aviation Technician Training
now available at Ardmore

Ardmore Flying School’s new Airbus A320 Simulator.



Specialist MEIFR, RNAV & RNP Training 
RidgeAir   is a Twin Engine Charter and 
Training Operation based at Woodbourne 
Airport in Blenheim.

The company is a niche training 
organisation, specialising in multi engine 
IFR training, in particular the new PBN 
and RNAV operations. Chief Pilot and 
MEIFR Instructor, Ross McCullum 
explains; “Our niche market has evolved 
where we tend to attract trainee pilots 
who are looking to upgrade from single 
pilot IFR to multi IFR, or pilots who need 
to complete an instrument renewal and 
in the process gain qualifications for RNP 
and RNAV operations under the new 
PBN environment. We also do initial type 
ratings on our multi engine aircraft.” 

Ross comes from an extensive GA 
and airline background having owned 
a successful flying school based in 
Melbourne during the ’90s, then moving 
on to become Head of Training and 
Standards for Macair Airlines which was a 
major regional airline based in Townsville 
and Cairns in Australia. At that time 
the company operated a fleet of 5 SAAB 
340s, 5 Metroliner  23 aircraft and an 
ATR 42 on charter and scheduled airline 
operations.

Ross returned to New Zealand in 
2010, becoming Chief Pilot for RidgeAir 
where he has built up a reputation as 
a go-to flight training organisation for 
young and old pilots alike. He is part of 
the CAA NSS Working Group for the 

PBN implementation in New Zealand 
(and so has the inside running on what is 
coming).

Ross says given the current 
implementation schedule, pilots who 
are not PBN type rated for GPS RNP 
and RNAV operations will soon find 
themselves left behind in terms of 
available employment opportunities. 
“From an operational standpoint most of 
the SIDS and STARS at regional airports 
will require pilots to be rated for RNP 
operations so to just have ILS, VOR and 
ADF on your instrument rating will not 
be the standard employers are looking 
for,” explains Ross.

The aircraft
RidgeAir operate what could arguably 

be one of the best equipped Piper Seneca 
IV aircraft in the country, set up and 
approved for full PBN / RNAV operations 
including Garmin 650 and 530 sets 
coupled to a glass cockpit G500. 

The co-pilot has a full set of analogue 
instruments including Flight Director 
and HSI linked to the KFC 150 Flight 
Director / Auto pilot. The aircraft has dual 
Nav/Comms, dual ILS, and RMI/ADF. 

There is a freon aircon system for hot 
days and for colder days the aircraft is 
fully de-iced and approved for known 
icing conditions. An on board oxygen 
system provides for soaring to altitude 
when required.

Benefits for Trainees
Many of the trainees who come to 

RidgeAir are renewing their rating and 
upgrading because they have a pending 
airline interview and sim check. Ross says 
the glass cockpit and GPS combination is 
not dissimilar to what a pilot might expect 
say in a Dash 8 or ATR cockpit. Trainees 
get real experience and exposure to flying 
the glass cockpit including use of systems 
such as the Flight Director and Altitude 
Alerting, plus using the GPS similar to an 
FMC where approach SIDS and STARS 
can all be loaded into the system and 
flown using full GPS steering. The G500 
also allows Vertical Navigation guidance 
for RNAV approaches which brings up a 
display the same as you would see when 
flying an ILS; these can be flown fully 
coupled to the auto pilot or hand flown 
using the Flight Director. 

Ross says that training at RidgeAir is 
normally one on one so there isn’t a line 
of pilots waiting to grab the aircraft and 
instructor as soon as you land. On the 
occasion when there are two trainees at 
once they can often benefit from sitting in 
as an observer on each others flights.

RidgeAir provides all necessary charts 
and documents plus Bose noise cancelling 
headsets. Rates are inclusive of Airways 
and landing fees aside from entries into 
Wellington, Auckland and Christchurch 
which attract a small additional charge. 
There is no charge for pre-flight and post-
flight briefings.

Ross can also provide and certify the 
ground theory component for initial GPS 
certification.

Career preparation
Ross likes to provide trainees with 

an overall understanding of cockpit 
management and using the technology 
available, much as you would expect to do 
if working on a regional airliner.

He says hand flying skills are important 
and you need to know when to take over 
from the automatics and also be very 
mode aware; an automated FMC type 
system will happily fly you into a hill if 
you let it or program it incorrectly so 
situational awareness is very important. A 
proportion of flight training is done hand 
flying but Ross says given the majority 
of his trainee pilots already hold a rating 
then basic hand flying skills are expected 
to some extent.  

RidgeAir’s Piper Seneca IV is equipped with similar instrumentation to typical Dash 8 or ATR configurations. 
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Ross says his philosophy is to have 
students operate in the most professional 
and commercially efficient method 
possible. He uses his airline experience 
to encourage a scan flow technique and 
the proper use of normal and abnormal 
checklists. After training most students 
have a good understanding of what to 
expect in an airline type environment 
including how to properly use a checklist 
and the meaning of challenge and 
response and how it is adapted to single 
pilot operations.

When pilots are training for just a two-
pilot instrument renewal, Ross says this 
is an ideal opportunity for the trainee to 
utilise the two-crew procedures and SOPs.

Location and accommodation
Blenheim is an ideal location for 

training. Ross says he normally has the 
circuit to himself and there are a number 
of VOR approaches and holding patterns 
and a DME Arc is available, along 
with RNAV approaches and RNP and 
conventional SIDS and STARS all in the 
one place. For ILS training Wellington is 
just 20 minutes away. The route between 
Wellington and Blenheim also meets the 

minimum distance tracking requirements 
for a flight test.

Short term accommodation is available 
for RidgeAir students in a shared self-
catering house (with fully equipped 
kitchen) located in central Blenheim. 
Guests have a private room with 
everything supplied including unlimited 
fibre internet access and Sky TV. Those 
without transport can be picked up and 
dropped off by Ross for each day of 
training.

Trainees normally stay between 
two and seven days depending on the 
qualification required and experience/
currency of the pilot.

For more information
If you have an upcoming job interview 

or need to renew or upgrade your 
Instrument Rating including the recent 
RNP/RNAV specification then call Ross 
direct on 021 246 2544 
or email ross@ridgeair.co.nz
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Taking you from zero hours to a fully qualified Commercial Pilot with the Diploma in Aviation

•  PPL  •  CPL  •  MEIR  •  Instructor Ratings  •  Tailwheel Ratings  •  Strip and Beach Landings  
•  We are NZQA Approved and have Contacts in all aspects of Aviation.
•  Capped student numbers ensure personalised training with no unreasonable waiting times for 
     aircraft, instructors or courses. 
•  Our Flight Training covers all careers in aviation from Airlines to Ag, Scenic to Charter, and even 
     Aussie Outback Flying, or whichever aviation career you choose.

MAINLAND AVIATION COLLEGE / MAINLAND AIR SERVICES

More Info:  03 486 2200   info@mainlandair.com   www.mainlandair.com   Facebook: Mainland Air - Flight Training & Charter

Mountain flying (which our location is perfect for), Tail wheel 
ratings, Instrument ratings, and more…

It is important to Mainland Management that students are 
provided with the best training opportunities they can get. This led 
to the decision of ‘capping’ student numbers to ensure that training 
is personalised with no unreasonable waiting times for Instructors, 
aircraft and courses. Because of this approach, our students 
complete their course in the required timeframe which saves them 
money and continues to keep the good name of Mainland Aviation 
College.

We have a large fleet of training aircraft and are very lucky to 
have a base of experienced Instructors, which is quite a rarity in 
these changing times of aviation.

Our CEO, Philip Kean, has been in the aviation industry for 
over 50 years and is still actively flying,  Instructing, Charter flying 
and Flight testing. His experience in all types of aircraft and flying 
is an asset to the college. Philip runs an open door policy to his 
office, where students are welcome anytime.

So, if you wish to join a Flight Training Organisation where the 
student comes before all else, just give us a call. We’ll be happy to 
speak with you!

Based   at the Dunedin International Airport and in operation 
for over 25 years, Mainland Aviation College has been highly 
successful with countless students now in the aviation career of 
their choice. In the most recent years Mainland Aviation College 
have at least 30 of their students now flying as Captains and First 
Officers for Mount Cook Airline and Air NZ. Others have chosen 
careers in Instructing, Ag Flying, Outback Flying, Charter Flying, 
Seismic Flying, and more…

Mainland Aviation College is in the unique position of having 
a successful Multi-Engine Air Charter division, Mainland Air 
Services Ltd. After gaining the required amount of hours with 
Instructing, students are then offered further training to fill 
positions in the Charter division, as they become available. This 
immediately gives those selected the opportunity to gain Multi 
hours which are priceless in some areas of aviation - and puts them 
a step closer to realising their dream.

Mainland Aviation College is a NZQA Approved PTE, 
for delivering the Diploma in Aviation to both Domestic and 
International students. The College is also Pastoral Care approved 
and provides safe, warm and clean accommodation for those 
students who require it, at a very minimal rent per week.

As well as providing flight training for the Diploma in Aviation, 
Mainland Aviation College students can choose to extend their 
skills with: – Aerobatic training, Strip landings, Beach landings, 

Mainland Aviation College
“Where students come before all else”

Train in the Southern Alps with Wanaka Helicopters
Wanaka Helicopters   is a world-renowned flight school situated in 
Wanaka, surrounded by the spectacular Southern Alps. Mountain 
flying is our specialty! Family owned and operated since 1992, we 
are one of New Zealand’s largest and most experienced helicopter 
flight schools. Training is our primary activity, but we also undertake 
commercial and tourism operations.

CEO and Chief Flight Instructor Simon Spencer-Bower is the 
country’s most experienced helicopter instructor and his team of 
eight B and C-category instructors are highly experienced and well 
regarded as instructors and commercial pilots. With the Southern 
Alps on our doorstep, we have the best daily opportunity to provide 
advanced mountain training. Exploring our backyard by helicopter 
is something most people only dream about, but for our students, 
it’s an essential pilot training tool on variable horizons and mountain 
wind patterns!

Most trainees fly our seven two-seat trainers including R22s 
and Cabri G2s, and many progress to working with our R44s and 
AS350s. Other aircraft are available for those seeking additional 
single-engine type ratings. With numerous aircraft and a large team 
of knowledgeable instructors we are able to provide an excellent 
training programme to those candidates willing to dedicate the time 
and effort to train in either self-directed study or a comprehensive, 
fully-supported Diploma in Aviation programme.

Along with PPL, CPL and specialist training, Wanaka Helicopters 
offers the NZQA-accredited Level 5 Diploma in Aviation; a two year 
full-time qualification with all flight theory ground courses taught at 
Wanaka Airport. Diploma students also participate in 7 flight safety 
and management courses in addition to 11 flight skills courses before 
gaining their CPL. As well as flying, trainees frequently participate 

in loading, unloading, briefing and working with our international 
commercial clientele to build personal experience valuable for early 
career opportunities.

Commercial and industry connection is an important focus for 
Wanaka Helicopters. Knowing how to fly a helicopter just gets your 
foot in the door - bringing something extra to your first employer 
and entering the job market with an established industry network 
is the key to kicking off a strong aviation career. At WHL, trainees 
are exposed through industry engagement in special events which 
in 2017/18 included Robinson Factory Seminars, CAA SMS 
workshops, medical briefs and additional Fire and Emergency 
coursework to support Rural Fire responses using a fire bucket.

Our Diploma in Aviation students typically enter the workforce 
with three type ratings gained during CPL build-up and sling 
training. These are the R22, the most common mustering helicopter 
in Australia and New Zealand; the Cabri G2, the newest entry in 
light-training aircraft from Guimbal inspired by Eurocopter design 
principles; and the R44, the aircraft new CPL pilots are most likely 
to fly as part of a commercial operation. Successful completion also 
sets graduates up to exercise the privileges provided for by the CAA 
in NZ ground operations, flight planning and assisting operators 
with their safety management systems. 

Student loans, NZ Māori Scholarship (up to $10,000) and 
FeesFree funding (up to $12,000) are available for eligible students, 
making the Diploma a popular avenue for career-oriented pilots.

If you are thinking about taking the next step in your aviation 
career get in touch with us to discuss your options or stop by to visit 
our Wanaka base. Contact us on 0800 46 36 26 or check out our 
website www.wanakahelicopters.co.nz for more information.

The KiwiFlyer Guide to Aviation Training
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06 927 6332    enquiries@nzicpa.nz    www.nzicpa.nz    www.facebook.com/NZICPA

“ In today’s aviation world we need to produce graduates who are well-skilled and have a disposition to succeed in team flying   
   environments. Everything we do is focused on student achievement and your ability to succeed in your career as a pilot.”            
     Phillip Bedford, CEO. NZICPA is certificated to CAR Parts 141, 119/135, and registered with NZQA.

World-Class Flight Training at Whanganui
At the   New Zealand International Commercial Pilot Academy 
(NZICPA), we value students’ goals, aspirations and needs foremost. 
Our mission is to create the most achievable pathway to a successful 
aviation career.

We have significant experience in training pilots at a range of 
levels from private to commercial through to flight instructors, multi 
engine pilots with full instrument ratings, to pilots preparing for 
careers with the airlines. And we pride ourselves on our record in the 
training of both New Zealand and International students and our 
commitment to maintaining a broad cultural base. 

Being provincially located helps us to keep our costs down and 
helps you to do the same with such things as accommodation and 
general living costs whilst studying.

Our Aviation Culture
As well as ensuring the education and resources we provide are to 

the highest industry standards (our fleet, simulators and facilities are 
all modern), we know that the aviation industry requires pilots who 
can relate well to people and fit into a team environment. We want 
our students to not only become qualified pilots, but to develop and 
display a disposition to succeed in team flying environments.

We put a lot of effort into ensuring we have a great learning 
culture here at NZICPA, and visitors to our academy often comment 
on just how friendly and professional our staff and students all are.

Everything we do is focused on student achievement and your 
ability to succeed in your career as a pilot.

We are positive that you will enjoy learning with us.

Our Courses
We are a NZCAA certificated Aviation Training Organisation, 

hold a current Air Operators Certificate, maintain NZ Qualifications 
Authority registration, and in addition we are a signatory to the NZ 

Code of Practice for the Pastoral Care of International Students. Our 
Air Operators Certificate allows us to conduct a range of commercial 
activities including survey and photography flights which can 
provide the opportunity for students to be exposed to (or participate 
with) commercial flight operations during their training.

The courses and programmes we provide are NZ Government 
approved, well designed and proven, and provide you with the 
opportunity to not only build hours but also be well-supported in 
achieving the qualifications you seek. Our training programmes 
include: PPL, CPL, Flight Instructor and Multi-Engine Instrument 
Ratings, and the NZ Diploma in Aviation in General Aviation (L5), 
Flight Instruction (L6), or Airline Preparation (L6). 

We are able to offer funded options for those wishing to 
take student loans and for those wanting to self-fund we can 
accommodate your requirements for part-time completion of the 
various qualifications.

Accommodation
We have a range of accommodation options designed to suit the 

needs of each individual student. Our Whanganui City Campus is 
located only 2 minutes’ walk from supermarkets, restaurants and 
takeaways. Each student accommodation block has four units with 
each unit having six bedrooms, two bathrooms, lounge/dining area 
and kitchen. Rooms in these fully furnished units only cost $150 per 
week in 2018 which includes power, WiFi, rubbish collection and 
cleaning of the communal areas. (Food and bedding is not included.)

For more information
We’d be delighted to meet with you about your aviation career. 

Talk to one of the team on 06 927 6332, email us at enquiries@
nzicpa.nz, look us up on Facebook or www.nzicpa.co.nz – or come 
and visit our new facilities at Whanganui Airport.

Heliflite Charter and Training at Ardmore
our students are able to learn about the 
maintenance that keeps them in the air, 
and our busy Part 135 charter operations 
also mean that students with us have the 
opportunity to gain valuable experience in 
a real-world commercial business. 

Our large fleet of modern helicopters 
includes the Robinson R22 and R44. We 
offer full training course packages in R22, 
R44 and Schweizer 300 helicopters.

We are also certificated by NZCAA 

to provide Robinson Safety Awareness 
training, mandatory for all new and existing 
R22 and R44 pilots.

 Our private pilot programme focuses on 
training pilots to operate light helicopters 
as safely as possible, and our commercial 
programme builds on this by adding 
practical skills that are highly valued by 
commercial operators. 

Our CPL students gain a lot of exposure 
to commercial-style flying as part of their 
course, and we encourage them to include 
a large amount of R44 time (which we 
offer at a very competitive rate) as part of 
their minimums to ensure they are in the 
best position to land that elusive first flying 
job. In the later stages of our CPL course, 
we treat all of the flying as though it was a 
commercial job which ensures that pilots 
are well versed with the legal and other 
requirements of flying for hire and reward. 

Our standard CPL course includes two 
type ratings and an unrestricted night rating 
on top of the usual minimums if time 
allows. All of this commercial focus means 
that by the time our students obtain their 
commercial licence, they are ready to be a 
valuable asset to any flying organisation.

We have a great team of experienced 
and highly qualified pilots that include IFR 
rated A-Cat plus B and C-Cat Instructors, 
as well as a professional group of ground 
staff to ensure that you are guided through 
your training safely, efficiently, and with 
the minimum of fuss. Once you have your 
licence and have been signed off by our 
Chief Pilot, we have a variety of helicopters 
available for private hire. This means that 
you can take a helicopter away for private 
use on your own time, be it a trip to the 
bach for the weekend or just a flight around 
the city with friends.

If you are interested in what it takes to 
learn to fly helicopters, come along and 
try one of our 30 minute introduction 
flights. Our Instructors will give you 
a taste of everything, from pre-flight 
preparation through to the ultimate test 
of co-ordination - hovering! Our training 
rates are some of the best in New Zealand 
and we offer discounts for bulk training 
packages. 

We welcome you to swing by to meet 
the team and enjoy a tour of our facilities at 
57 Victa Lane, Ardmore Airport. For more 
information contact Sylvia on 09 299 9442 
or visit our website www.heliflite.co.nz

To become   great at anything you need 
to know your equipment inside and out. 
Based in Auckland at Ardmore Airport, 
Heliflite not only operates helicopters, but 
also repairs, builds, and maintains them. 
We are a one stop shop for everything 
rotary, and offer a full range of helicopter 
services including maintenance, training 
and commercial ops. All of our operations 
are certificated by NZCAA.

As well as learning to fly helicopters, 

SCENIC FLIGHTS
HELI CHARTER
HELI FISHING

PROPOSAL FLIGHTS
HOTEL TRANSFERS
COMMERCIAL OPS

PHOTOGRAPHY

PPL and CPL TRAINING
CAANZ CERTIFICATED

R22, R44, S300
SAFETY AWARENESS COURSES

TYPE RATINGS
INSTRUCTOR RATINGS
NIGHT RATINGS (unlim)

09 299 9442    sylvia@heliflite.nz    www.heliflite.co.nz
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For   those seeking training in aircraft such 
as in the light sport or autogyro category, 
there’s a very warm welcome waiting at the 
Aviation Centre in Tauranga. Prominently 
located opposite the main airport terminal, 
the (about to be newly branded as) Flight 
Deck Aviation Centre offers professional 
but relaxed fixed and rotary wing 
microlight training services.

Now owned by a partnership of 
aviation enthusiasts and business owners, 
the Aviation Centre is managed by Bruce 
Anderson. The Aviation Centre is located 
in a modern, purpose-designed building 
for flight training and aviation recreation 
which includes briefing and lecture rooms, 
as well as a large viewing deck and pilot 
lounge. Bruce explains the centre as a 
welcoming environment for all categories 
of pilot to come and learn in – whether to 
brush up on currency for summer or a big 
trip, or for ab-initio tuition in their own or 
an Aviation Centre aircraft.

Chief Flying Instructor at the Aviation 
Centre is renowned Tauranga pilot of 
everything from autogyros to airliners; 
Phill Hooker. Not only can students 
gain their licence with Phill, they also 
gain an invaluable opportunity to benefit 
from Phill’s extensive experience and 
accumulated aviation wisdom.

Persons new to aviation will find that 
the Aviation Centre to be an ideal place 
to put a foot in the door (or cockpit) 
and sample some flying before making a 
decision on how they want to progress. 
The environment is friendly and pressure-
free and equally welcoming of young and 
older alike. For prospective pilots in the 
latter category, Bruce says it is a pleasure to 
be able to support aviators “enjoying doing 
something they’ve always wanted to do.”

Training operations are divided into two 
streams of fixed-wing and autogyro:

FIXED-WING TRAINING
The most cost-efficient way to obtain 

a fixed wing licence is by training in a 
microlight or Light Sport category aircraft 
(LSA). The Aviation Centre currently 
operates a Tomark Aero Viper SD-4 LSA 
for this purpose. Fully equipped with a 
modern cockpit including dual Dynon 
Avionics Skyview displays, the Viper is 
suitable for training from ab-initio right 
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through to commercial pilot level. The 
full ‘glass cockpit’ in this very comfortable 
and capable aircraft offers moving map, 
synthetic vision, traffic alerts, and more, as 
well as a full auto-pilot. 

Even though training is focused on 
recreational licences, student pilots can 
expect to receive their training to a PPL 
(Private Pilot Licence) standard and thus 
to develop a respectable level of airmanship 
before their supervision period ends.

A focus of the Aviation Centre is to 
ensure a relaxed one-on-one training 
environment for students, who won’t feel 
rushed or that they are competing with 
numerous others for either attention 
or aircraft. This also makes an ideal 
environment for already qualified pilots to 
brush up on skills. With a strong ethic of 
promoting safety, the team is very happy 
to hear from ‘seasonal’ aviators who would 
like to spend an hour or two refreshing 
their skills and confidence both for hands-
on flying and other aspects of aviating such 
as managing weather information / charts / 
radio calls, etc.

For more information on fixed-wing 
training at the Aviation Centre, contact 
Phill Hooker directly on 021 737152.

AUTOGYRO TRAINING
If you want to acquire the most ‘fun 

aviation licence’ available, or seek a cost-
effective introduction into the special joys 
of rotary wing aviation, or if you already 
fly other types of aircraft and want to 
extend your skills or expand your horizon 
(warning: it’s addictive) then come and fly 
with Gyrate at the Aviation Centre.

Autogyros (or gyros, gyroplanes or 
gyrocopters – you choose) are the fastest 
expanding sector of light aviation. 
European manufacturers such as Magni 
in Italy and Auto-Gyro in Germany are 

Fixed and Rotary Wing Microlight Training at 
the FlightDeck Aviation Centre in Tauranga

producing hundreds of new aircraft every 
year which take to the skies in countries 
all over the world. The performance, safety 
and reliability of these modern designs, 
combined with simple handling, risk-free 
slow flight, short field operations, very low 
operating costs and microlight medical 
requirements, is making the autogyro a 
machine of choice for recreational aviators 
worldwide. They’re not only perfect for 
recreational applications either. In many 
countries, autogyros also undertake 
commercial activities such as crop spraying 
in South Africa and mustering and patrol 
work in Australia.

Students at Gyrate train on factory 
built aircraft equipped with radio and 
transponder, permitting operation in 
controlled airspace. With many private 
strips and grass airfields easily accessible 
from Gyrate’s Tauranga base, it is easy to 
build confidence and develop students’ 
abilities to handle the wide variety of 
situations encountered as a general aviation 
pilot in New Zealand.  

In 2017 Gyrate was taken over by 
Bruce Anderson (also President of the NZ 
Autogyro Association), with the intent 
to build and extend the business. Bruce 
summarises his motivation in one sentence; 
“This is a fantastic sector of the aviation 
community to be involved in and it really 
deserves a professional and specialist 
approach to training and up-skilling.”

Bruce and Phill look forward to 
introducing new people to the world of 
the autogyro via trial flights, training 
students through to their own full licence, 
helping flyers into aircraft ownership, and 
arranging flying activities to sharpen up 
pilot skills. Contact them on 0800 FLY A 
GYRO or fly@gyrate.nz. More information 
is available at www.gyrate.nz

Aviation   is unique in the experience it provides, whether on the 
private or commercial scale. There’s more to flying than sitting in 
a jet watching the autopilot fly for you, something which many 
organisations tend to forget. Who can forget their first trial flight 
and the feeling they experienced as the aircraft first lifted off the 
runway? Even after a thousand take-offs that first one remains 
special. It’s that feeling that makes people want to learn to fly, to 
put in the effort so they may, one day, give someone else that same 
feeling as they pull away from the ground. 

North Shore Aero Club provides that experience through 
training. We know there needs to be reward for hard work. The 
club aspect supplements the training, not only are trainees pushed 
towards becoming better pilots, but they’re constantly given reason 
to want to improve. The environment not only fosters ability and a 
safety culture, but a desire to keep flying and try new things.

Kick start your career with our NZQA Diploma in aviation.
We have been training pilots for over 55 years and with our 

excellent pass rates, NSAC pilots have experienced great success 
moving to airlines including Air New Zealand, Jetstar, Virgin 
Australia, Cathay Pacific, Virgin Atlantic, Qantas and Emirates to 
name a few. With airlines these days looking for more than just the 
basic qualifications, gaining a Diploma is the ideal way to upskill 
and with our NZQA accredited course, it couldn’t be easier.

Popular Individual Courses
All our courses are available as practical modules and individual 

theory covering everything from the recreational RPL and PPL, to 
the professional CPL, MEIR, and Instructor Rating. With NSAC’s 

experienced instructors, ideal location, modern aircraft fleet and top 
class facilities, the cost of training is extremely competitive. 

We also offer theory ground courses which are one of NZ’s 
most popular, with people coming from all over the country to 
take advantage and make those pesky exams a breeze. Full details 
and timetables can be found on our website which is continually 
updated as new course dates are released.

Expert Quality Instruction and an Ideal Location
Good instruction is hard to come by and at NSAC we pride 

ourselves on our top class team. With two ‘A’ Category instructors 
and Flight Examiners on staff we have the expertise to provide 
comprehensive instruction in a concise manner. 

Located on Auckland’s North Shore, we are just a hop, skip 
and 25 minute drive from the Auckland CBD, up the Northern 
Motorway. Once airborne, you are immediately positioned within 
a large, un-crowded flight training area offering low flying areas, 
CTAs, CTRs, varied terrain and a number of friendly airfields to 
visit all within 15 nm. All this equates to very efficient PPL and 
CPL training and of course being only 8 nm away from Whenuapai 
Air Force base with its RNAV (GNSS), VOR/DME and ILS/DME 
approaches and our own RNAV (GNSS) approaches into North 
Shore, we are ideally located for completing an Instrument Rating.

Welcoming Friendly Environment
Our friendly team at NSAC are waiting to discuss your options 

with you – we’re open 7 days from 8am until 5pm or later during 
the summer months. We warmly welcome you to call in anytime 
and it will be our pleasure to show you around.

North Shore Aero Club Auckland’s Premier 
Flight Training Facility
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If you want to ‘really’ learn to fly, and at the same time develop 
great skills that will support your powered flight training and all 
future flying, plus if you’d like to get started quite young, and fly 
at a very low cost, then go and visit your local gliding club. You’re 
sure to be welcomed and have a great time there.
So how can flying an aircraft without an engine teach you to 
better fly one that does? Jill McCaw explains:

Engine failure landings: This is probably the thing that everyone 
thinks of first when asking this question. Every landing in a 
glider is without an engine or the chance to go around. Glider 
pilots learn to land precisely where they want at the speed that 
is correct for the conditions – every time. Flying a glider teaches 
you that all aircraft fly without an engine, it’s just their glide angle 
that is different. Landing out in a glider, i.e. landing somewhere 
other than on an airfield because you have lost your source of 
lift, happens all the time. Glider pilots train for it, right from 
the early days of their landing training. If a glider is at 2,000 feet 
then the pilot is looking for somewhere to land, looking at the 
paddocks below, assessing slope, wind strength and direction, 
obstacles and the ability to be retrieved from the paddock. If 
you’re flying a power plane below 2,000 feet and you’ve flown 
gliders you’ll automatically be making those judgements, making 
you safer should something go wrong. At 1,000 feet a glider pilot 
is preparing to land. Every landing too is a glide approach so if 
you have to do it in a non-powered power plane you’ll be used to 
how it feels. You learn to judge a glide slope to aiming point and 
landing by angles.

Pilots who have flown a glider are better pilots

Weather awareness: Gliders rely on the energy in the atmosphere 
to fly and glider pilots learn a great deal more about the weather 
than the average power pilot. Knowing what to expect of the air 
you’re flying through is a safety consideration. Is that convection 
likely to develop into something you’d be better flying around; is 
the wind coming over that ridge going to try dumping you on the 
ground; is this flight likely to be bumpy; and similar questions that 
affect your flight planning. A glider pilot would actually be using 
that knowledge to find the rising air and use the energy whether 
they’re flying a glider or a power plane. This knowledge, if you’re 
flying a powered aircraft can save you fuel, money and time.

Stick and rudder flying: A glider isn’t pulled through the air by 
an engine. You have to fly it cleanly and that involves a lot more 
rudder than a power pilot is used to using. You learn to use your 
feet. A glider requires precise control movements (although they are 
actually very forgiving, and many training gliders will correct a bad 
attitude if you just leave the controls alone). 

Situational Awareness: Glider pilots are taught to fly with their 
heads outside the cockpit and to always be aware of other gliders 
sharing their sky, particularly in thermals or flying in the rising air 
along ridge lines. Traveling at 100 knots along a ridge you really 
have to be very, very aware of other traffic, especially as it may be 
on a reciprocal course to you. Glider pilots judge their height above 
the ground by what they see out the window, their airspeed by the 
sound of the airflow past the aircraft in conjunction with the height 
of the top of the instrument panel compared to the horizon and 
have an audio sound on the variometer) telling them if they are in 
rising or falling air. They don’t need their head in the cockpit.

Where can you learn to fly a glider?
Just about anywhere in the country. See the Gliding New 

Zealand website for information on your local club then give them 
a call. Gliding clubs are run entirely by volunteers and so mostly 
fly weekends only. Some clubs have a booking system for trial 
flights but others will just expect you to turn up, put your name 
on the flying list and wait until a two-seater and an instructor 
is free. When you phone the club contact it would be worth 
asking what to expect as well as what the price of your flight will 
be. Remember that everyone, the tow pilot or winch driver, the 
people getting the glider onto the airstrip, the ones driving the 
retrieve vehicle and your instructor are all volunteers. They’re all 
giving something back to the sport they love. If you join the club 
and learn to fly, you’ll be expected to pull your weight and help 
get other members in the air too. Many people think that this 
co-operative approach to flying is one of the things that elevates 
gliding above power flying. 

Youth Glide New Zealand
If you’re 19 years of age or younger and not yet earning a wage, 

then you can learn to fly through Youth Glide. Youth Glide is 
available at most clubs and YGNZ also runs camps for young 
pilots of all abilities several times a year. The benefits of belonging 
to Youth Glide, over and above belonging to the gliding club, is 
the camaraderie of sharing experiences with other young pilots. 
Youth Glide ensures flights with ‘youth compatible’ instructors 
and extra assistance targeted specifically at young people. 

Aims and Objectives of  Youth Glide
•	 Introduce	young	minds	to	the	potential	of	Aviation.
•	 Develop	self-confidence	/	motivation	/	self-discipline.
•	 Develop	more	positive	teenage	relationships	with	adults.
•	 Safely	introduce	youth	to	an	adventure	sport.
•	 Enable	youngsters	to	realize	their	potential	for	achievement
•	 Encourage	women	into	flying	as	a	sport	and	/	or	as	a	career
•	 Inspire	youngsters	with	technology;	bringing	maths,	physics	

and computing alive
•	 Provide	young	people	an	exciting	and	healthy	outdoor	

alternative activity
•	 Introduce	young	people	to	a	possible	career	in:

-  Aeronautical / Mechanical Engineering
-  Aircraft / Engine Design
-  Air Traffic Control
-  Airline Piloting
-  Adventure Aviation
-  Glider Piloting and Engineering

•	 To	be	available	to	young	people,	less	than	19	years	of	age,	
regardless of their religion, gender or ethnicity.

Learning to Glide
Youth Glide follows the Gliding New Zealand training 

curriculum. There is no early age limit to learning to fly. Many 
young pilots have held their Glider Pilot Licence (GPL) before 
their car licence. They will have had lots of practice flying with 
highly qualified instructors who have assessed their flying skills, 
judgement, decision making skills, physical fitness and strength 
for performing all manipulative flying tasks, and overall maturity 
and attitudes that confirm they are safe to fly solo. The knowledge 
and skills gained while learning to fly gliders can be translated into 
NZQA Unit Standards for NCEA.

Once flying alone, the pilot is supervised and guided so as to 
make progress in a safe, structured way. Many of today’s finest 
glider pilots started gliding at a very young age. The younger you 
start, within reason, the faster you learn and will have the highest 
likelihood of becoming a pilot able to fly further and faster and 
even win racing competitions. You could become a member of 
the New Zealand Team squad flying for your country, or perhaps, 
a future champion of the world.

New Zealander John Coutts started gliding at 16 and was 
World Champion 10 years later. Terry Delore from Christchurch 
started gliding at 14 and now holds numerous world records for 
speed and distance.

Alex McCaw and Nick Oakley soloed at 14, and now, in 
their twenties compete internationally. Abbey Delore and Enya 
McPherson, also in their early twenties, broke a NZ women’s 
two-seat gliding speed record for a 100km course. Many Youth 
Glide alumni have moved into aviation related careers while 
others have become gliding instructors, inspiring other young 
people and giving something back to the sport.

Youth Glide at Club Level
Youth Glide operations are incorporated within the parent 

organisation of the local gliding club or Soaring Centre. They 
are subject to rules and regulations of the club, and as members 
are entitled to free instructional training in gliders with trained 
instructors. Various clubs have their own arrangements, but all 
make at least one two-seater training glider available to Youth 
Glide members at no or reduced rates, and often have reduced 
rates for towing. Gliding New Zealand waives affiliation fees to 
the national body and pays the subscription of SoaringNZ, the 
national magazine.

Members are expected to ‘do their bit’ on the airfield, taking 
their turn at duty pilot, running wings, preparing aircraft in the 
morning and putting them away at the end of the day and other 
tasks. There is a lot of co-operation involved in running a gliding 
club.

Youth Glide groups are expected to have their own committee, 
made up of youth members who run their operations alongside 
the gliding club. They may fundraise to assist in the costs of their 
flying and organise social and other events. Members may also 
take an active role on the National Youth Glide Committee, 
being mentored by older committee members and learning 
valuable life skills.

The YG programme includes:
•	 Air	Experience
•	 Training	to	Solo
•	 Post	Solo	consolidation
•	 NCEA	credits.
•	 FAI	Task	flying
•	 Gliding	Instructor	Ratings
•	 Youth	Soaring	Development	Camps

-  South Island – Omarama, December
-		North	Island	–	Matamata,	Greytown,	Easter	&	School	Hols

The end result is that world class soaring experiences and 
professional training in all aspects of gliding are available to 
Youth Glide members at very affordable rates.

For more information see youthglide.org.nz
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GETTING your first flying job won’t 
be about how much you spent (or saved) 
while learning to fly. It will depend on 
the attitude you have developed and how 
much ‘real’ experience you have gained 
during training. 

Training is our business at Shoreline 
Helicopters and we aim to produce above 
average private and commercial pilots. 
We offer one-on-one tuition from a very 
experienced instructor and are CAR Part 
141 certificated for flight testing and 
competency checks. Company owner Rick 
Graham lives and breathes helicopters 
and aviation, and has thousands of  hours 
experience with a vast knowledge to pass 
on to students.

Over the last 38 years Rick has been 
involved in deer recovery, air transport, 
spraying, topdressing, and more. 
Commercial operations have also included 
rescue and medevac, winching, rappelling 
and human sling loads, fire-fighting, 
and long-lining. Students gain a huge 
advantage by having the option to become 
involved in some of  this commercial and 
agricultural flying, at the same time as 
undertaking training with us.

We operate in the sunny Hawke’s 
Bay area in close proximity to 5500 foot 
mountains and control zones. We have 
very few delays due to poor weather and 
helicopter availability is high because we 
keep student numbers low by only those 
with suitable aptitude and motivation.

All training is undertaken on our 
Hughes 300C. This is a very stable, 
safe aircraft to learn to fly in. There is 
plenty of  room in the cabin and when 
undertaking ag training  we can carry 
a legal spray load of  100 litres with 
instructor and student on board – making 
for a very efficient classroom. Our 
ag training syllabus includes spraying, 
topdressing, seeding, mustering, and GPS 
training. Our sling load training is also 
comprehensive, starting with the basics 
then introducing long-line work and also 
practical farm and industrial applications 
of  laying fence lines and concrete etc.

Our optional night flying training 
can include practical frost protection 
experience on some of  the orchards we 
support. We’ll also train you for remote 
(away from the airport) night operations.

Checks and Renewals
Aside from PPL and CPL training, we 

also offer Robinson Safety Awareness 
Training, Part 135 and 137 Competency 
checks, Instructor renewals including 
night privileges issue, and Human Sling 
training. There are several companies in 
both the North and South Islands that we 
undertake competency checks for.

For more information
Contact Rick Graham on 027 4433537, 

email: admin@shorelinehelicopters.co.nz 
or visit www.shorelinehelicopters.co.nz 
We look forward to meeting you.

Real experience that counts
when you train with Shoreline Helicopters

Shoreline
Helicopters 

Limited

Contact: Rick Graham    
P: 06 836 6798  

M: 027 443 3537
E: admin@shorelinehelicopters.co.nz
www.shorelinehelicopters.co.nz

Based in sunny Hawkes Bay

Part 141 certificated

Agriculture Ratings

Human Sling Training

Robinson Safety Awareness

Instructor Renewals

P135/137 Competency Checks

Students who train with us are 
exposed to a wealth of commercial 

experience and have the
enviable option of becoming 

involved in some of the commercial 
and agricultural flying we do.
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Owned   and managed by Mark and Ruth 
Woodhouse, Waypoints Aviation provides 
a comprehensive range of study support 
material for student pilots working 
through their licence examination credits. 
Mark is an experienced ATPL ground 
instructor, currently employed as an 
international pilot with Air New Zealand.

Resources offered by Waypoints 
include the PilotBooks series of flight 
and ground training textbooks, Apple 
eBooks, online Mock (practice) Exams, 
and Ground Courses. The majority of 
this material development has been led 
by Mark himself, who is continuing to 
extend the range as opportunity permits.

PilotBooks and eBooks
The well-known and respected 

PilotBooks series of flight and ground 
training textbooks for the PPL, CPL, IR, 
BTK and ATPL have been authored by 
Walter Wagtendonk, Stewart Boys and 
Mark Woodhouse. These books have 
become the de facto purchase for most 
new student pilots starting their careers 
and many will be pleased to hear that 
Waypoints are presently also developing 
more volumes in the series.

Waypoints are continuing to work on a 
project to convert the PilotBooks range of 
conventional paper textbooks to eBooks. 
To date eleven of the textbooks have been 
converted, i.e., the Flight Training Manual 
and Volumes 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 11 and 
14 can be purchased through the Apple 
iBookstore. See www.waypoints.co.nz 
for details. [KiwiFlyer has sampled these 
on an iPad: They are easy to use, very 
elegantly presented, well-illustrated, and 
include interactive question and answer 
sessions for each chapter, as well as links 
to Waypoints’ mock exams. Considering 
these are textbooks, they have a great 
deal of visual appeal - the layout, fonts, 
and use of imagery is very good. Tools 
to view the different layers in each book 
(chapters, sections, questions, etc.) are all 
user-friendly. Text is searchable, and you 
can add highlights and notes to it for your 
own reference. It’s also of course much 
more portable than a textbook and easy to 

Study Support from Waypoints Aviation 
Pilot Books - Ground Courses - Mock Exams - iBooks

refer to whenever the opportunity permits. 
If you’re an iPad using aviation student, 
this is probably a study option that’s 
perfect for you. And if you haven’t got an 
iPad it’s potentially enough justification to 
buy one.]

Online Mock Exams
Waypoints Mock Exams are multi-

choice practice exams, styled on the 
real ASL examination (similar to the 
old Sample Exams they used to make 
available). Question bank sets are available 
now for all of the PPL(A) and (H) 
subjects, for CPL Air Law, Nav and for 
PofF, for BTK, and for five of the seven 
ATPL(A) subjects. More mock exam 
question banks are under development, 
with priority going on the CPL(A) and 
ATPL(A) subjects.

Each mock exam you sit is unique, 
made up of a set number of multi-choice 
questions generated randomly from a 
large master question bank, covering the 
full syllabus of each subject. All content 
is modelled on the type of questions you 
may get in the real ASL examinations.

These mock exams are designed to 
fine tune and focus your knowledge in 
preparation for the real examination. Each 
multi-choice item comes with a syllabus 
reference and a study reference.

Ground Courses
Waypoints provide ground courses 

for the higher level professional licences 
and ratings. ATPL theory, BTK and ITC 
ground courses are run in conjunction 
with and based at the Nelson Aviation 
College in Motueka. Waypoints works 
very closely with the College.

Free Stuff
Waypoints believe passionately in 

quality training. Consequently, we have 
developed and offer pilot study support 
material which will help you develop 
appropriate knowledge, skills and attitudes 
to achieve your flying dreams - safely. We 
offer material to you as free downloads, 
as they becomes available. Material on 
our Free Stuff page is offered as a free 

download. Its content has been produced 
and collated from a wide range of sources 
and where possible we have given full 
credit to the original author(s).

For more information visit:
Facebook.com/WaypointsAviation 
or waypoints.co.nz where there’s also 
a lot of free material (pilot notes and 
articles) available to download. 

A screenshot of  the Waypoints iBooks page

Regular club activities
Competitive Rates

Wanganui Aero Club
06 345 0914

WanganuiAeroClub.co.nz

or look us up on Facebook

Tail Wheel Ratings
Aerobatic Ratings
PPL - CPL - BFRs

Come and enjoy our 
friendly training

atmosphere at the 
Wanganui Aero Club

Very experienced B-Cat 
MEIR Commercial 

Pilot-Instructor
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What is needed?
To become a New Zealand pilot or Air Traffic Controller you 

will need to get and maintain a CAA medical certificate. There are 
three main types or classes.

•	 Class	1;	for	a	Professional	pilot	holding	a	CPL	or	ATPL	(i.e.	
you are being paid to fly).

•	 Class	2;	for	a	Private	pilot	holding	a	PPL	(i.e.	you	are	not	being	
paid to fly). 

•	 Class	3;	for	an	Air	Traffic	Controller.	A	Class	3	holder	can	also	
have class 1 and 2.

There is also the RPL medical which is done by your GP using 
a form called a DL9. This is for the Recreational Pilots Licence. 
The DL9 is in fact like a truck driver medical. The RPL pilot’s 
licence has more restrictions on it than a class 1 or 2. For example 
you can only take one passenger rather than the whole family. This 
article doesn’t talk any further about the RPL. If you do get a RPL 
medical then you keep the paper copy the GP gives you. You must 
then send a copy to the CAA medical unit.

The CAA or Civil Aviation Authority is the government body 
tasked with aviation security and safety.

The class 1, 2 and 3 medicals must be done by a specially 
trained aviation Doctor (ME = Medical Examiner) shown on the 
list of medical examiners on the CAA web site www.caa.govt.nz

When you learn to fly you study for your private pilot licence 
(PPL) first. This allows you to fly a plane but not be paid to do so. 
You can add IFR flying (flying on instruments inside cloud where 
you cannot see anything) to your PPL. IFR flying is more work to 
get and maintain above your PPL private pilot’s licence.

If you want to become a commercial pilot you would then need 
to carry out additional study and flying hours for your commercial 
pilot licence (CPL). 

If you are intending on being an Air Traffic Controller then 
the course of study is different. You should however also get your 
medical before you start your study. 

If you are planning to become a professional pilot or think 
you may want to become a commercial pilot it is recommended 
that you get your class 1 certificate straight away. This is usually 
cheaper than doing a class 2 initial then a class 1 initial. When you 
get a class 1 you also get a class 2 certificate. Flying is expensive 
and there are some people who would like to be pilots but are 

A necessary part of obtaining your first pilot’s licence is also 
obtaining your first aviation medical certificate. This is certainly 
something you should do before commencing expensive flight 
training, just in case the examination turns up some issue of 
aviation related concern. For those new to the game, the process 
can be something of a mystery – but as Chris and Dr. Joanna 
Lapish explain in this article, the process is not onerous and can be 
made even easier with a little preparation beforehand. 

unable due to medical reasons. 
The reality however is that most people pass their medical. For 

some it takes a little more time and effort. As such we recommend 
that after you have had your trial flight (to make sure you love 
it as much as you think you will), then get your medical. We 
recommend 90 days before your course just in case you are one of 
the few that need a little more time.

The CAA has a set of standards. If you do not meet those 
standards this doesn’t mean necessarily that you cannot become 
a pilot. If you do not meet the standards your medical examiner 
would request issue of a certificate through the AMC process. 
The CAA would allow a certificate to be issued if they believe 
that your issue would not breach aviation safety. They may also 
put conditions on your medical to reduce the risk. For example, a 
colour-blind class 2 pilot generally cannot fly at night unless they 
passed further testing.

There are too many medical issues to give you a list of allowed 
and not allowed issues. The same issue for one pilot may be treated 
differently with another, depending on all of the pilot’s health 
issues. The way to find out is to go for your medical. 

Your first medical will be more expensive than your later ones. 
The doctors fee for the initial is more than their fee for a re-issue as 
they need to do more tasks. You will also need more extra tests for 
an initial than a reissue.

Most flying schools require you to maintain your class 1 
certificate while you are training to be a commercial pilot. Check 
what your training school rules are.

If you are self-funding your training your flying club or school 
may allow you to learn to fly on your class 2 and allow you to let 
your class 1 lapse. You will need to renew your class 1 medical 

contributed by Chris and Dr. Joanna LapishObtaining your first medical
however before you sit your commercial 
flight test, if it has expired.

How to get your first Medical
The process to get your medical 

certificate is as follows.

1. Pay the CAA admin fee online at the 
CAA website. The CAA fee is paid 
each time you apply for a medical. 
Remember to take a copy of this 
receipt to your medical.

2. Fill out the CAA pilot medical 
application form at www.caa.govt.nz

3. Choose a ME (CAA Medical 
Examiner) from the list on the CAA 
web site and contact them for an 
appointment.

4. Get a special eye report done at a CAA 
approved Optometrist. Approved 
Optometrists are shown on the CAA 
website. 

5. Get an audiometry report (on the 
correct CAA form) by an Audiologist. 
Alternatively, some medical examiners 
can do the audiogram hearing test 
when you see them. 

6. Get a blood test. You will need a fasting 
lipids + fasting glucose or Hba1c 
blood test form. You can get this 
done through your GP or medical 
examiner. The results can be used for 
your medical (up to 12 months in 
retrospect from the date of your new 
certificate). 

How often do I need a medical?
Your first medical is called an initial. 

Subsequent ones for the class you already 
have are treated as a renewal. If you only 
get a class 2 then later decide to get a class 
1 you will need to do another initial. 

When you are under 40, your class 1 
lasts one year and class 2 lasts five years. 
When you’re over 40 the durations reduce.

When you get a class 1 you also get a 
class 2. If you do not end up using your 
class 1 it can just sit there. Provided you 
renew it within 5 years of it expiring you 
will not need to repeat an initial to get it 
back. Likewise, you need to renew your 
class 2 within 5 years of it expiring to 
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avoid having to do another initial medical.
At different ages during your flying 

you will need different tests., for example 
ECG, bloods etc.

What to bring to your medical.
1. Receipt for the CAA fee.
2. Your filled-out pilot application form 

from the CAA website.
3. Your Photo ID. Passport or NZ drivers’ 

licences are acceptable.
4. Your glasses and importantly your spare 

pair (if you wear them).
5. If you wear contacts take them, but do 

not wear them to your medical.
6. Your blood test result printout.
7. Your special eye report if you wish to 

apply for class 1.
8. Your audiometry report if needed and 

your ME doesn’t offer this service.
9. You are welcome to bring a support 

person if you would like to.

Your ME will not be able to see you 
if you don’t come with items 1-3. If you 
have not done 6-8 you can still go for 
your medical and then supply these later.

Good luck with your aviation plans. 
Your ME will enjoy getting to know you 
and watching you progress through your 
training. 

Look out for a future article offering 
tips for your renewal medical !

To book a medical at Ardmore
Dr Joanna Lapish provides NZCAA 

and Australian CASA aviation medical 
services. She is at David Powell’s Flying 
Medicine hangar at Ardmore on 
most Tuesdays. If clients have urgent 
requirements then these can usually be 
accommodated at their West Auckland 
practice Wednesdays through Fridays.

Contact Chris on 027 276 5812 (or 
email joanna.lapish@hotmail.com for 
bookings and any questions you may 
have. It’s a great idea to save stress by 
booking up to 30 days ahead as the new 
date on your certificate will be dated not 
from the test but from when your current 
certificate expires.

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 
from A and B Category 
Flight Instructors
MASSEY UNIVERSITY
SCHOOL OF AVIATION
Massey University’s School of 
Aviation is located at the University’s 
Palmerston North campus, Manawatu 
New Zealand. The School operates 
under an Equivalence Approval 
from the Civil Aviation Authority of 
New Zealand, has an ISO 9001-
2015 accreditation, and  offers the 
only tertiary qualification in New 
Zealand with an integrated flight 
training programme, - the Bachelor 
of Aviation Air Transport Pilot degree.  
Successful students graduate with 
a university degree, a New Zealand 
Commercial Pilot’s Licence, Multi-
engine Instrument Rating and Air 
Transport Pilot Licence theory credits. 
Flight training is provided on a fleet 
of Diamond DA40 and DA42 aircraft 
equipped with Garmin 1000 avionics 
approved by CAA NZ for RNP 1 & 2, 
RNAV 1 & 2, and RNP APCH.
The School of Aviation offers 
permanent employment with Massey 
University, competitive remuneration 
and opportunities for career 
progression. 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
Expressions of interest are being 
sought from A and B Category Flight 
Instructors who have an interest in 
a meaningful career in ab initio flight 
instruction in a unique programme 
that seamlessly blends practical 
flight instruction with academic 
study. This is not a position vacancy 
advertisement but an announcement 
in anticipation of vacancies that may 
arise shortly.

ENQUIRIES
Only candidates interested in a career 
in ab initio flight training and who 
have the right to live and work in NZ 
need apply. Kindly email a detailed 
C.V. with a covering letter, to Mr Frank 
Sharp at f.s.sharp@massey.ac.nz by 
close of business on 12th October 
2018. Enquiries, if any, may also be 
directed by email to Mr Sharp.   
All correspondence will be treated in 
strictest confidence.



ZK-AND   Piper J-3 Cub

After 15 years of studious reassembly 
and restoration this J-3 is nearly ready to 
take to the air again. Fifteen years ago Neil 
McCracken bought the J3 from America 
in pieces, in fact in lots of carboard boxes 
and with the best of intentions planned 
to put it together again. Things didn’t go 
to plan, so the project was taken on by 
Dave Johnson and Alan Ruck and the 
restoration was underway. However due 
to the varying poor conditions of the 
parts, Canterbury earthquakes and house 
shifting this process took longer than 
expected.

The Piper J-3 Cub was built between 
1937 and 1947 by Piper Aircraft. The 
simple and affordable Cub became one 
of the best known and popular light 
aircraft of all time with nearly 20,000 

built in the U.S. The Cub was originally 
intended as a trainer and had great 
popularity in this role and as a GA 
aircraft. Due to its performance, it was 
well suited for a variety of military uses 
such as reconnaissance, liaison and ground 
control. It was produced in large numbers 
during WWII as the L-4 Grasshopper. 
Many Cubs are still flying today and are 
highly prized as bush aircraft.

ZK-AND hails from 1941, from one of 
the last batches before subsequent models 
being built for the military. Her wooden 
spar has been rebuilt with lots of repairs 
carried out to the wing ribs. 

AND not only stands for the first 
initials of the owners Alan, Neil and 
Dave but is also relative to the period in 
time when other J3 cubs were imported 
to NZ. The first J3s were ANC, D and 
E all back in 1939 and all three of these 
aircraft still grace New Zealand’s skies. 
This J-3 is powered with the original A65 
Continental engine and Dave says once 
the primer pump has been sorted out the 
plane should be ready for Evan Belworthy 
to test fly.

ZK-CIM   Stoddard-Hamilton GlaStar
It’s definitely an achievement that 

needs to be celebrated when your 
aeroplane flies for the first time after being 
in construction for 18 years. For Barry 
Mogg, of Rotorua, his GlaStar project was 
started by someone else back in the UK in 
1998. He bought it in 2000 and after two 
years of working on it, decided to shift 
to NZ and progress stalled until 2008. 
Medical issues with his PPL delayed the 

build again but in the meantime, he built 
and flew a microlight. Now with a RPL 
Barry could see that he would be able to 
fly his GlaStar, so work recommenced.

The GlaStar’s performance figures and 
sleek looks had always appealed to Barry. 
An American amateur-built aircraft, the 
GlaStar was designed by Tom Hamilton 
and produced by Stoddard-Hamilton 
Aircraft and later Glasair Aviation. The 
two-seat GlaStar features a strut-braced 
high-wing and either a fixed tricycle 
landing gear or tail dragger configuration. 
The aeroplane is made with a welded steel 
fuselage, fiberglass body and aluminum 
wings. Barry found this a nice challenge 
as he had only built using tube and 
fabric before. The plane is strongly built 
but quite heavy. Barry bought a Cessna 
Cardinal that had just had its O-320 
150hp engine overhauled which was ideal 
for the GlaStar along with its instruments. 
As this engine was fitted with e-mags the 
test period has been restricted to 40 hours. 
This testing is being done by Nick Rowe 
at Tauranga with 10 hours completed 
at time of writing. Solo Wings have 
looked after paperwork and certification 
requirements. 

ARRIVALS - June/July 2018  
AND Piper J-3 AND J3 Syndicate  Kaiapoi  Aeroplane
BMG Maule MX-7-180A Mr I D Galloway  Wanaka  Aeroplane
BZL Piper PA-14 Argus Helicopters Limited  Motueka  Aeroplane
CBJ Cal Parker Teenie Two Mr G N Compton  Blenheim  Microlight Class 1
CCR ICP Savannah S Husband Trust  Featherston  Microlight Class 2
CHE Aeroprakt A-32 Mr W J Brown  Kumeu  Microlight Class 2
CIM Stoddard-Hamilton Glastar Mr B N C Mogg  Rotorua  Amat Built Aeroplane
CLA BRM Aero NG5 Mr C Lyle  Russell  Microlight Class 2
DIM Diamond DA 40 D Middle Earth Flying School Limited  Waharoa  Aeroplane
DJF Cessna A185F Farmers Air Limited  Gisborne  Aeroplane
EAP Diamond DA 42 Ardmore Flying School Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane
EZG DR-107 One Design D & N Wilkinson Family Trust  Auckland  Amat Built Aeroplane
GPE Schleicher ASK 21 Wanganui Manawatu Gliding Club   Palmerston North  Glider
HAK Guimbal Cabri G2 Wanaka Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HNC Eurocopter AS 350 B2 Christchurch Helicopters 2001 Ltd  Christchurch  Helicopter
HQC Sikorsky S-76C Northland Emergency Services Trust  Whangarei  Helicopter
HQO Sikorsky S-76C Northland Emergency Services Trust  Whangarei  Helicopter
HQZ Kawasaki BK117 C-1 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HSH Eurocopter EC 130 T2 North Shore Helicopters Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HZL MBB BO 105 CBS-4 Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
IJB Bell 505 Mr J Butterfield  Christchurch  Helicopter
IPM Bell 206B Mr P E Maw  Matakohe  Helicopter
IZO Eurocopter EC 120 B Argus Helicopters Limited  Motueka  Helicopter
MVU ATR-GIE ATR 72-212A Mount Cook Airline Ltd  Christchurch  Aeroplane
NRH Aeroprakt A-22LS Mr N J Hitchins  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
PAU Boeing 737-4Q8 Airwork Flight Operations Limited  Manukau  Aeroplane
SBV DHC-2 Beaver Mk 1 Mr S D Brown  Karamea  Aeroplane
SDR ICP Savannah S SDR Syndicate  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
SXR Sonex Aircraft LLC Sonex Mr G W Briggs  Auckland  Microlight Class 2
TGS Pipistrel Alpha Trainer Tie-Upp Aviation  Rangiora  Aeroplane

TRANSFERS - June/July 2018 
ASA Pacific Aerospace 750XL Phoenix Aviation Limited  Gore  Aeroplane
BBX DHC-2 Beaver Mk 1 Auckland Seaplanes Limited  Auckland  Aeroplane
BNJ Piper PA-18A-150 Mr M Oakley  Darfield  Aeroplane
BVG Cessna 180A BVG Syndicate  Waiuku  Aeroplane
CBO TEAM Hi-Max Mr K Saunders-Singer  Picton  Microlight Class 1
CCV Tecnam P2002-JF UL Mrs S P Gaiger  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
CEC Aeroprakt A-22LS Biggles Trust  Huntly  Microlight Class 2
CGR Gulfstream American GA-7 Mr D M Langdale-Hunt  Tonga Aeroplane
CJN Tecnam P2008 Mr P Bannister  Hastings  Microlight Class 2
CKT Cessna 185D Mr W H Innis  Coromandel  Aeroplane
CLT Rans S-10 Sakota Mr G R Stone  Pokeno  Microlight Class 2
CWE Druine Turbulent U/L Mr P S Neill  Auckland  Microlight Class 1
CYG Sisler SF-2A Cygnet UL Mr K R Ryan  Hawera  Microlight Class 2
DJA Piper PA-28R-200 Nelson Aero Club (Inc)  Nelson  Aeroplane
DLM Grumman American AA-1C Mr B H Wigley  Auckland  Aeroplane
DLW Victa Airtourer 115 Southlink International Limited  Christchurch  Aeroplane
DWV Cessna U206F Wilderness Wings Limited  Hokitika  Aeroplane
EFP Piper PA-28-140 Qaosh Services Limited  Kaiapoi  Aeroplane
FJB Cessna 172M P C Day & M R Shaw  Mount Maunganui  Aeroplane
FLH Cessna A152 Air Hawkes Bay Limited  Hastings  Aeroplane
FLI Jodel D9 UL Mr R J Day  Otane  Microlight Class 1
FML Piper PA-38-112 Walsh Aviation Support Society Inc  Richmond  Aeroplane
FSD Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr M D Crene  Bulls  Microlight Class 2
FVL Micro Aviation B22 Bantam Mr B P August  Opotiki  Microlight Class 2
FXB Aeroprakt A-22LS Mr P R Mcgregor  Cambridge  Microlight Class 2
GDW Slingsby T.51 Dart M & D Morley  Clarks Beach  Glider
GLX Schleicher Ka 6BR The Swallow Syndicate  Henderson  Glider
HBC Eurocopter EC 120 B Heletranz Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HDF Robinson R22 Beta Mr J Campbell  Hicks Bay  Helicopter
HGS Hughes 369HS Rotor Work Limited  Te Kuiti  Helicopter
HHK Eurocopter AS 350 B3 Action Helicopters Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter
HJN Robinson R44 II Rotor Work Limited  Te Kuiti  Helicopter
HJV Eurocopter AS 350 B2 Heli Support International Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HKS Hughes 369D Aspiring Helicopters Limited  Wanaka  Helicopter
HML Aerospatiale AS 355 F1 Helilink Limited  Auckland  Helicopter
HOA Eurocopter EC 120 B Heli Tours Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter
HPO Robinson R44 II Kaikoura Helicopters Limited  Kaikoura  Helicopter
HSK Aerospatiale SA 315B Mr D M Smith  Rangiora  Helicopter
HTT Hughes 369E Beaumont Station Limited  Roxburgh  Helicopter
HVN Bell 427 Airlift Trading Ltd  Auckland  Helicopter
HWM Bell 206B Coast To Coast Helicopters Tasman  Richmond  Helicopter
HXL Robinson R22 Beta Mr P R Hampton  Greymouth Helicopter
HYJ Aerospatiale AS 355 F1 Heliflite Charter & Training Limited  Papakura  Helicopter
HYX Canadian Home Rotors Safari Biggles Trust  Huntly  Amat Built Helicopter
IAS Robinson R44 II Argus Aviation Leasing Limited  Motueka  Helicopter
ICB Schweizer 269C-1 Heliflite Charter & Training Limited  Papakura Helicopter
IFG Eurocopter EC 120 B Mr J A Smith  Warkworth  Helicopter
IFT MD Helicopters 500N Nokomai Helicopters Limited  Lumsden  Helicopter
IKU Robinson R44 Heli-Hire Limited  Rotorua  Helicopter
IOP Eurocopter AS 350 BA Nelson Tasman Air Limited  Motueka  Helicopter
IPO Eurocopter EC 130 T2 Classic Aviation NZ Limited  Tauranga  Helicopter
IPZ Robinson R44 II SCN Helicopters Limited  Porirua  Helicopter
IRB Schweizer 269C-1 Heliflite Charter & Training Limited  Papakura Helicopter
ITJ Eurocopter AS 350 B2 Precision Helicopters NZ Limited  Blenheim  Helicopter
ITZ Robinson R44 II Mount Hutt Helicopters 2013 Limited  Methven  Helicopter
IZO Eurocopter EC 120 B Heliview Taranaki Limited  Cromwell  Helicopter
JCG Cessna 172S Waikato Aero Club (Inc)  Hamilton  Aeroplane
JQT Zenith Zodiac CH 601-XL Mr S G Richmond  Stratford  Microlight Class 2
JRO Micro Aviation Bantam B22J Mr S Cameron  Wyndham  Microlight Class 2
KAT Piper PA-28-161 Aviators Anonymous Limited  Wellington  Aeroplane
KIX Rans S-6ES Coyote II Valentine Family Trust  Hastings  Microlight Class 2
LFD Aeroprakt A-22LS Mr D C Trust  Mount Maunganui  Microlight Class 2
LLS Morgan Aero Cheetah Sierra 100 SDR Syndicate  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
LOW Airborne Windsports Redback 503 Mr R A Bargent  Rolleston  Microlight Class 2
LSV Vans RV-12 Mr J A Evans  Whitianga  Aeroplane
MAG Cessna 172P Taranaki Stainless Limited  New Plymouth  Aeroplane
MAI Best Off Skyranger Vmax Mr C D Wall  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
MBN Tecnam P2008 New Zealand Airline Academy  Christchurch  Aeroplane
MLD RANS S-6S Coyote II Mr C H Dyer  Christchurch  Microlight Class 2
MWN Solar Wings Pegasus XL-Q Mr H B Crowe  Rangiora  Microlight Class 2
...continued on next page
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Fieldair is a leading New Zealand 
aircraft maintenance company 

providing air transport and general 
aviation operators with a wide range 

of services including repair and
overhaul of aircraft, instruments, 

equipment and parts.
NZ CAA Part 145, 148, 19F, 

NZS/AS, 9001:2008 

www.fieldair.co.nz

Airport Drive, Palmerston North
Phone +64 6 357 1149 | Fax +64 6 357 0886

fieldair@fieldair.co.nz | www.fieldair.co.nz

• Steel and Aluminium welding

• GSE servicing and repair

• Aviation GSE a specialty

• Design and Fabrication

• Road cargo systems

Engine & Electrical

General Engineering 

Supply

Aircraft Maintenance

Instrument Services

General Engineering
Contact Sean Henderson
06 359 0452 | sean@fieldair.co.nz

Maintenance
Contact Mike Eastment
06 357 1149 x740 | mike@fieldair.co.nz

Engine and Electrical
Contact Quentin Hughes
06 350 0956 | quentin@fieldair.co.nz

Supply
Contact James Robinson
06 350 1743 | james.r@fieldair.co.nz

Instrument Services
Contact Chris McLaughlin
06 350 0957 | chrism@fieldair.co.nz
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Robinson R44 Raven I and II

New Robinson R44 Raven I and II.   POA. 
Contact Brett at Heliflite Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflite.nz

Robinson R22 Beta II

New Robinson R22 Beta II.   POA. 
Contact Brett at Heliflite Ltd, 

Ph: (09) 2999 442, Email: brett@heliflite.nz

ZK-BZL   Piper PA-14 

Argus Aviation of Motueka have two 
aircraft on the new registration list this 
time, first with a 4-seat Piper PA-14 from 
the late 1940s and also a 5-seat EC120B 
helicopter.

The Eurocopter was imported from 
Canada and onsold to Heliview Taranaki 
Limited of Cromwell where Richard and 
Jolanda Foale offer scenic flights, wine 
tasting and heli-biking trips.

Mark Stagg, from Argus Aviation, will 
keep the Piper PA-14 for his own personal 
use as he has always wanted one. The PA-
14 is a 1947 evolution by Piper Aircraft of 
their 3-seat PA-12 Super Cruiser, achieved 
by widening the cabin five inches at the 
instrument panel and adding slotted flaps. 
The original high-wing and fixed tailwheel 
undercarriage layout features were 
retained. 238 examples were completed, 
most being sold to private owner pilots 
in the United States, but overseas sales 
included several to France. Mark’s PA-
14 was exported to South Africa where 
it has flown 3900 hours. Before being 
imported to NZ the aeroplane had a total 
refurbishment which included the 115hp 
O-235 being upgraded to the O-320 
Lycoming engine producing 150hp. At 
time of writing inspections are being 
completed and a test flight is imminent.

ZK-CBJ   Cal Parker Teenie Two

Blenheim-based Graham Compton’s 
Teenie Two is the third to be built in New 
Zealand. The Teenie Two is a single seat 
open cockpit sport aeroplane designed 
by Calvin Parker and first built in 1969 

in the United States. It has a monocoque 
fuselage with fixed horizontal stabiliser 
and a hinged elevator attached. The 
wings are fully cantilevered with the 
outer wing panels, each only 6 feet in 
length, being detachable to enable ground 
transportation. To simplify construction, 
each wing rib is a single piece and slides 
onto the main spar, a technique that helps 
in rib alignment. 

Graham likes the compactness of this 
aeroplane and that it can be trailered if 
required although he will be keeping it 
hangared at the airport. Built entirely 
in his garage he said that this presented 
its own challenges, “having access to a 
metal folder would have made some parts 
of the construction a little easier”. This 
Teenie Two is powered with an 80hp 
Revmaster engine with a wooden Pevy 
propeller made in the States - and should 
cruise around 120mph. At this stage 
Graham thinks that this propeller is too 
fine and may need more pitch. Presently 
he is calibrating the instruments and 
finishing off the decals, then there will just 
be a final inspection and paperwork to 
complete and it will be ready to fly.

...continued from previous page
OEM Cessna 172R Oceania Aviation Limited  Papakura  Aeroplane
PPL Ultravia Pelican PL Mr L T S Jones  Queenstown  Microlight Class 2
RDC AutoGyro Calidus Gyrate NZ (2017) Limited  Mount Maunganui  Gyroplane
RGG AutoGyro Europe MT03 eagle Gyrate NZ (2017) Limited  Mount Maunganui  Microlight Class 2
RLM Cessna U206F Martin Aviation Services Ltd  Manukau  Aeroplane
ROK Pacific Aerospace 750XL Skydive Queenstown Limited  Queenstown  Aeroplane
RUL Cessna 208B Skydive Queenstown Limited  Queenstown  Aeroplane
SGM Alpi Aviation Pioneer 300 Mr N G Stirling  Winton  Microlight Class 2
SHG Alpi Aviation Pioneer 300 Mr P C Moore  Blenheim  Microlight Class 2
SMH Avid Heavy Hauler UL SMH Syndicate  Mosgiel  Microlight Class 2
SVQ Cessna 402B AAM NZ Limited  Napier  Aeroplane
TEL TRI-R KIS TR-4 Cruiser Mr F J Kuriger  New Plymouth  Amat Built Aeroplane
ULM Great Lakes Baby Great Lakes Mr B L Nilsson  Omarama  Microlight Class 1
VMC Europa Aviation XS Tri Gear Mr M G Earnshaw  Christchurch  Amat Built Aeroplane
VXM Cessna 510 Skyline Aviation Limited  Napier  Aeroplane
WJH Alpha R2160 North Shore Aero Club (Inc)  Albany  Aeroplane
WKF Alpha R2160 North Shore Aero Club (Inc)  Albany  Aeroplane
WPT Druine Turbulent U/L Mr L M Wedlake  Christchurch  Microlight Class 1
XSA North American Harvard 3* O’Sullivan Family Trust  Blenheim  Aeroplane

DEPARTURES - June/July 2018
ALB TVAL Albatros DVa-1 The Vintage Aviator Limited  Masterton  Aeroplane Exp
CIR Alpi Aviation Pioneer 200 Mr R M McLean  Whangarei  Microlight C2 W/d
CUN Piper PA-28-140 Mr B P Carroll  Masterton  Aeroplane W/d
ETN Cessna U206G Wilderness Wings Limited  Hokitika  Aeroplane Dest
EWP Cessna 172RG Dennis Thompson International Ltd  Papakura Aeroplane Rev
FEI Alex Bojilov Little Donkey Mr A Bojilov  Christchurch  Microlight C1 W/d
FGZ Cessna 182N Palms on George Ltd  Pukekohe  Aeroplane Dest
FPX Cascade Kasperwing Kasperwing Syndicate  Feilding  Microlight C1 W/d
FQY Cessna 207 Southern Alps Air Limited  Wanaka  Aeroplane W/d
GUB Grob Speed Astir IIB Mr G Simmendinger   Whangarei  Glider Rev
HFQ Robinson R44 Edward Cassidy Investments Limited  Queenstown  Helicopter Exp
HII Robinson R22 Beta Mountain View Farms  Dannevirke  Helicopter Exp
HIR Robinson R22 Beta Mr S M Brown  Reefton  Helicopter Exp
HLE Robinson R44 II Kaikoura Helicopters Limited  Kaikoura  Helicopter Dest
HMQ Eurocopter AS 350 B2 HNZ New Zealand Limited  Nelson  Helicopter Exp
HPC Robinson R44 II Mr A M Gunton  Riversdale  Helicopter Dest
HQE Hughes 369FF Heli-Hire Limited  Rotorua  Helicopter Exp
HRB Robinson R44 Mr S J Bethell  Amberley  Helicopter W/d
HVU Eurocopter AS 350 B2 HNZ New Zealand Limited  Nelson  Helicopter Exp
HZI Robinson R22 Beta Teleflite Pty Ltd  Australia Helicopter Exp
ILD MD Helicopters 600N Helicopters Hawkes Bay 2006 Ltd  Hastings  Helicopter Dest
LAT Cessna 172R Ardmore Flying School Ltd  Papakura  Aeroplane Dest
PTR Jurca M.J.5 Sirocco Mr M G Farrand  Warkworth  A/B Aeroplane W/d
RAT Bensen B8M Gyro-copter Mr G P Marshall  Picton  Microlight C1 W/d
SNZ GAF N22C Tandem Skydiving (2002) Ltd  Taupo  Aeroplane W/d
UVC Comper CLA.7 Swift JEM Aviation Ltd  Blenheim  Aeroplane Exp
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ZK-EZG   DR-107 One Design

“Dad made me do it!” 
After having built and flown his RV8, 

David Wilkinson’s father Don Wilkinson, 
both of Auckland, made the comment 
“does a kit built aeroplane really qualify 
you to be a homebuilder?”, so David 
decided he was up for the challenge and 
ordered the plans to build the DR-107 
One Design.

Come and see us for affordable 
accessible recreational aviation 

services NZ wide

 	l	Microlight introductory flights
 	l	Simple entry process - NZTA 
           Class 1 medical, FPP
 	l	Microlight flight training
 	l	Online examination service
 	l	Microlight pilot certification
 	l	Microlight type ratings for Part 61 
           pilots (RPL, PPL)
 	l	Annual inspections
 	l	BFR, medical, membership, 
           inspection reminders

Simple, low cost aviation support 
by pilots, for pilots, 

in a club-based environment.

All for just $70 a year!

Affiliated clubs throughout NZ

Contact us to get into serious fun!

RAANZ (Inc), PO Box 15016, Dinsdale, Hamilton

P: 07 825 2800 or 021 076 3483

E: office@raanz.org.nz   www.raanz.org.nz

CAA approved Part 149 organisation

The Rihn DR-107 One Design is an 
American single seat homebuilt aircraft 
designed by Dan Rihn and first flown in 
1993. It features a cantilever mid-wing 
and fixed conventional landing gear. 
Construction consists of a welded steel 
tube fuselage, with the forward section 
having a carbon fibre shell and the rear 
section being fabric covered. The one-
piece wing has a spruce spa and Okump 
Ply (Mahogany) ribs. David will be using 
the Stewart System for the fabric and 
painting. The engine is a 240hp IO-360 
Lycoming that has been stripped down for 
inspection and crack tested.

David loves aerobatics which he 
presently does in the RV8. His new 
aircraft has a more capable wing design 
for aeros, rated to +/– 10G and known 
to perform very well in the unlimited 
class. This year at Oshkosh the DR-107 
celebrated its 25-year anniversary.

David hopes to have his DR-107 
finished in time for the SAA National 
fly-in in February next year so be sure to 
keep an eye out. It should be easy to spot 
as the Wilkinson colour scheme is quite 
distinctive, plus the pilot will be grinning 
from ear to ear…

NIKI ROTORS KALLITHEA Demonstrator with low hours.
Full Carbon construction.

Folding mast, Trendak Rotors, 
Rotax 912ULS. Helices E prop 

gives 914 performance.
Unmatched visibility.

Light nimble handling.
Beringer wheels & brakes. 

Titanium Exhaust.
Price reduced for restocking

$119,000 +GST 
Ph 021 038 0760

email: gyfly@aol.com
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Safari Kit Helicopter

Fly a real helicopter without the high cost of a certified type. 
Dependable O-360 Lycoming. Rugged design. 4130 chrome 

moly frame. Shaft driven tail rotor - no belts. Titanium spindles 
and transmission shafts. Chip detectors. High inertia composite 
main rotor blades. Titanium tail rotor blades. Governor. Cyclic 

trim. Cabin heat. Roomy cabin. Contact Bruce Belfield, 
AU and NZ Dealer. Hm 07 871 5699  Mb 027 696 5159 

E: brucenik@xtra.co.nz      www.safarinz.com

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

Can we be of service?

We Desperately Need 
GOOD Aircraft to 

Replace our Depleted Stock
Put 50 years of our experience to work 

and achieve the result you seek.
Please call for an appraisal of your 

aircraft and a sales proposal.

09 298 6249 or 0294 923 160
dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com

www.dtiaircraftsales.com

THINKING OF SELLING

For private advertisers, classified advertising in KiwiFlyer is discounted to only 
$35 including GST for 50 words and a colour photograph. Or pay by column 
space at the rate of only $6 including GST per column centimetre. Please contact 
us for commercial advertising rates.

Send your advert details and cheque made out to Kiwi Flyer Limited to 
Kiwi Flyer, PO Box 72-841, Papakura, Auckland 2244. 
Alternately, email: editor@kiwiflyer.co.nz Credit cards or bank transfer payments 
are welcome but can only be accepted by internet payment. Please contact us for 
details by email or phone 09 279 9924.

Classified deadline for the next issue is 31 October.
Don’t forget to include all of your contact details in your advertisement. 

Reach thousands of Kiwi Flyers with your classified advertisement

SLINGSBY Firefly T67M200 Aerobatic, Full IFR Panel, 
luggage space, tricycle gear, 

side by side seating, 
fully inverted oil and fuel.
Fresh annual July 2018, 

4 years before prop O/H, 871 
hours remaining on engine, 

on- condition due to calendar. 
A really solid wonderful aircraft 

at $47,000 Negotiable
Will complete Europa homebuilt 

project this year, so this has 
to go this summer

Contact Trevor: 0274 896 988

Leaders in Helicopter Sales and Service

Number One for Robinson Helicopter Sales & Service

Heliflite are proud New Zealand and Australian 
Distributors for Robinson and Kopter Helicopters

We invite you to visit our website for details of
more than 20 New and Pre-owned Helicopters 

currently in stock throughout Australasia

www.heliflite.co.nz

Sales (NZ):  Brett Sanders     021 748 984
  brett@heliflite.nz

Sales (AU): Rob Bentley-Johnston
  +61 4 0319 6219
  R.B.J@heliflite.com.au

Service: Zack Erdos      021 748 608
  zack@heliflite.nz

Parts: Sylvia Sanders  09 299 9442
  sylvia@heliflite.nz

UL POWER 
Aero Engine For Sale

Model 260i
4 cylinder, air cooled, direct drive.

Brand new, still in export crate.
97HP @ 3300 RPM

(85HP @ 2800 RPM)
Complete with all accessories.

Manufacturers website: www.ulpower.com

For more Information
please contact:

Croydon Aircraft Company 
03 2089755 

croydon.aircraft@esi.co.nz

DOMINATOR GYRO
Great entry level machine with 

renowned Dominator stability thanks 
to centreline thrust and the tall tail. 

Subaru EA81, 25’ Dragon Wings, 
330 hrs. Radio, GPS, PLB, helmet, 
flying suit, custom trailer, and more. 

$20,000 or near offer
Contact Jim on 021 076 2323

See Trademe for more details 
and youtube video links
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Contact Dennis:  P. 09 298 6249  |  M. 0294 923 160  
                            E. dennis@dtiaircraftsales.com

Celebrating 50 Years of Aircraft Sales and Acquisitions

DENNIS THOMPSON
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED

   Hangarage and Parking Available at Ardmore         www.DtiAircraftSales.com
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Visit us at Harvard Lane, 
Ardmore Airport, Papakura. 

4

2

1985 PIPER PA-46-310P MALIBU   ZK-MPG
Just arrived. 6 seats. 310 HP. Pressurised. IFR. 
De-iced. Insight Graphic Engine monitor.
Exterior rated 7+/10. Interior rated 7/10.
Asking $299,500.00 +GST if sold in NZ

1954 CESSNA 180 SKYWAGON   ZK-BFT 
4938 hrs SN. 10 hrs since complete restoration 2017. 
O-470-k engine: 815 hrs since major o/h. Bulk strip 2016. 
685 hrs to run. Fully SIDs compliant. Fresh 100 hr & annual 
Mar 2018. New C of A April 2016. 818 lbs useful load. 
ARA Jan 2019. $219,500 +GST if sold in NZ. 
Immediate Delivery. All serious offers will be considered.

1974 SCOTTISH AVIATION BULLDOG T1 MK-1
8190 hrs SN. Aerobatic. Lycoming 200 hp. 330 to run. 
Hartzell constant speed prop. Full Gyro panel. Complete 
records. Former RAF trainer. 40 LPH for 110-115 kts. No 
third seat fitted. Asking $39,000 inc. GST (if any).
Owner prepared to consider all reasonable offers.

1998 PAC-CT4-E AIR TRAINER   ZK-PTA
6445 hrs SN. 300 hp engine. 385 hrs since o/h 2013.
3 blade prop. Ex-RNZAF. King IFR avionics. Std Cat C of A. 
$225,000 inc. GST. Immediate Delivery.

1975 Pacific Aerospace CT4-A   ZK-LJH
Ex RAAF. Always hangared. Utility rear seat. 4 point harness. 
Dual controls. Full gyro panel, HSI, Continental IO-360-H 
1040 Hrs SOH & Hartzell prop, COM, ADF, Transponder. 
5759 Hrs SN. Asking $125,000 inc. GST (if any).

1998 PAC-CT4-E AIR TRAINER   ZK-PTB
6379 hrs SN. 300 hp engine. 304 hrs since o/h 2014.
3 blade prop. Ex-RNZAF. King IFR Avionics. Std Cat C of A.
$225,000 inc. GST. Immediate Delivery. 

PAPA 51 THUNDER MUSTANG   ZK-TMG    
2005 model. 408 hrs TTSN. Hangared Ardmore. US$275,000.
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