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From the Editor

Welcome to an issue of KiwiFlyer that is packed
full of articles from people sharing their
enthusiasm for aviation. These are spread right
across the age spectrum - in regard to both pilots
and aircraft.

First up is a contribution from Kiwi pilot Bevan
Dewes who has been flying a P-40 Kittyhawk
in Australia. Keen on aviation since a teenager,
and just 24 now, Bevan has taken all the right
steps along the way to make ‘Living the Dream’
possible, including winning one of the 2018
Warbirds Over Wanaka flying scholarships.

Neil Hintz is another person who grew up
surrounded by things aviation, and with an
inherited can-do attitude. Amongst other work,
Neil builds autogyros and with a self-confessed
dislike of available ‘branded’ options, decided
to build and fly his own engine too. Named after
his father, ZK-RON has been clocking up the
hours with Neil aboard — a story Neil shares with
readers in this issue.

Retired B747 Pilot Instructor Alan Murgatroyd
was reading an article in our previous issue about
a restored de Havilland Chipmunk when he
thought the original registration sounded familiar.
Sure enough it was in his logbook, dated March
18th, 1959. Alan writes of some very interesting
memories of the time.

Frank Parker has a new toy to play with in

the form of a replica Bristol Scout complete

with original 100 year old engine. Frank
demonstrated the aircraft for the first time at

the recent ‘NZ Warbirds at Ardmore’ open day

— and what a delightful aircraft it is. Justifiably
pleased with his latest acquisition, Frank describes
the ownership and flying experience thus far.

Younger aviators are also catered for in this issue,
with coverage of the annual Walsh Memorial
Scout Flying School plus the Youth Soaring
Development Camp. Both organisations offer
students of aviation the opportunity to quickly
succeed with first solos and beyond, via a week
of being fully immersed in aviation with their
colleagues and volunteer instructors / support
staff. Returning Walsh student Noah Woolf writes
of his experiences at the school for a second time
after soloing last year, and Roger Read reports
on another very successful Soaring Camp.

Whatever grizzles there might be regarding high
level support of General Aviation as an industry,
there’s no question of the enthusiasm that exists
within. Long may that remain the case.

Michael Norton
Editor | Publisher
KiwiFlyer Magazine
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Cirrus North Island Tour

Feilding based National Sales Manager
for Cirrus NZ, Bruce Brownlie, says he
has a new SR22 demonstrator arriving in
May and a North Island tour planned for
early June. This will take the form of an
early evening presentation of the aircraft
at strategic aero clubs and also introduce
participants to the new Cirrus SF50
Vision Jet. First deliveries of the new jet
are anticipated this year into Australia as
several orders have been placed.

Presentations will be given by the
Cirrus Aircraft’s Regional Director of
South Pacific, Graham Horne, who has
first-hand experience on what it’s like
to fly in this exciting new single engine
General Aviation jet .

Contact Bruce on 0274 438 371
or sales@cirrusaircraft.co.nz. More
information about either aircraft can be
found at www.cirrusaircraft.com

Mrs Elizabeth Mary King MNZM

Due to the formality of listing one’s
full name when publishing the annual
New Zealand honours list, not everyone
in aviation circles immediately noticed
that Liz King was this year made a
Member of the New Zealand Order of
Merit for services to aviation. Hearty
congratulations Liz.

The Order (in various levels) is
awarded to those “who in any field of
endeavour, have rendered meritorious
service to the Crown and the nation or
who have become distinguished by their
eminence, talents, contributions, or other
merits”.

This award follows hot on the heels
of Liz also receiving a Paul Tissandier
Diploma from the FAI (see below, where
her numerous contributions towards
sport aviation in NZ have been outlined
for readers).

Industry and Community News

FAI Paul Tissandier Diplomas

Every year the Fédération Aéronautique
Internationale (FAI) / World Air Sports
Federation awards a number of ‘Paul
Tissandier Diplomas’ to “those who have
served the cause of Aviation in general
and Sporting Aviation in particular, by
their work, initiative, devotion or in other
ways . New Zealand, as of right, is able to
nominate two people each year.

The 2018 awards for New Zealand
went to well-known aviation identities
Liz King from Flying NZ and Steve Care
from Gliding NZ. Congratulations to
both recipients whose award citations are
abbreviated below.

Liz King
Since becoming Competion

Coordinator at North Shore Aero Club
Liz reignited interest in competition ﬂying
at the club, organising and motivating
instructors and competitors such that
the NSAC subsequently became highly
competitive and a frequent winner at
National competitions. Serving on the
national executive committee of Flying
NZ from 2012 to 2016, Liz was the
coordination point for 12 aero clubs. She
made frequent trips to the organisations
many smaller clubs and built personal
relationships. Liz generated and promoted
a local newsletter to keep people
informed. Her sustained efforts resulted
in smaller clubs being reinvigorated, and
enthusiastic enough to become involved in
flying competitions at National level. Liz
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Industry and Community News

has been a FAI representative since 2013
and retains this position from which she
has built solid relationships across the
various disciplines including displays at
each other’s events and an annual meeting
to discuss opportunities, issues and how
each can better work together.

Steve Care

Steve Care has been a glider pilot for
40 years and during most of that time has
served his fellow pilots in various roles
at club, regional and national levels. He
has been a gliding instructor for more
than 30 years and has a reputation for
great rapport with his students. Steve
was instrumental in introducing start-of-
season briefings at his club, which have
become a bench-mark for influencing
club safety culture. Steve became a
Regional Operations Officer, and for
several years has routinely organised and

participated in centralised instructor
courses that have been of great assistance
to all clubs in his region. Steve was then
appointed as Gliding NZ’s National
Operations Officer and leads the
Operations Committee which monitors
the maintenance of operational standards
throughout the country. Steve has
managed to greatly improve the rate of
reporting of incidents, and has strived to
act on the lessons learned. Steve is a glider
owner, regular competition pilot, has
achieved a Gold C with three Diamonds,
and is a valuable mentor to many.

First aircraft for WASSI

The Walsh Aviation Support Society
Incorporated (WASSI) was set up in
2017 to raise funds to purchase and
restore aircraft to secure the future access
to aircraft for the Walsh Memorial Scout
Flying School.

In mid 2018 the society was able
to procure ZK-FML, a Piper PA-38
Tomahawk. Support for the acquisition
came from the Walsh instructors and
other staff, from The Lion Foundation
and from an anonymous donor.

FML had been owned by Padre John
Neal and his wife Pam for over twenty
years and had for many years been used
in support of the ATC Flying Camp at
Woodbourne. Hence the aircraft will
continue to be used to introduce young
people to aviation.

In July 2018, Jay Mclntyre of JEM
Aviation at Omaka in Blenheim won the
contract to fully restore and refit FML.
WASSI were clear in the requirement that
FML be completed and available for the
Walsh School in January 2019. This was
no mean feat, and required significant
commitment and effort by Jay and his
team who completing the restoration by
Christmas.

An objective of the restoration was
to bring FML up to the highest safety
standards reasonably achievable. Given
the number of aircraft operating in and
around the circuit at Matamata, that
meant high visibility, aircraft recognition

and sequence control. Work included
fitting LED lighting, airbag seatbelts, new
radio, new windscreen, and a new high-
visibility paint scheme.

FMLs new livery was actually designed
in consultation with Airways controllers
familiar with the School’s Matamata
operations who advised use of bold panels
of colour, the maintenance of a mix of
high and low winged fleet, and different
colours for each aircraft, albeit in the
same scheme.

WASSI welcomes support and
donations for the acquisition and
restoration of further aircraft. See
www.wassi.org.nz for more information.

Third Mosquito Flies

De Havilland Mosquito PZ474
(ZK-BCV) made its first flight from
Ardmore airfield on January 13.

The aircraft had been under
restoration for several years and has
become the third recognised airworthy
Mosquito flying worldwide, all of them
having originated thanks to Glyn Powell
and Avspecs here in New Zealand.

After five flights totalling 2.15 hours
in the air, the aircraft was deemed ready
to return to the USA where it will be
operated by Lewis Air Legends in Texas.

Owner Rod Lewis came out for the
week to witness the test flights along with
his test pilot Steve Hinton. The aircraft
performed well and was a beautiful site
flying around Ardmore. Due to the
quality of the work done very few test
flights were needed.

This aircraft was actually operated
by the RNZAF flying as NZ2384 and
was on the civil register for a while as
ZK-BCV before being flown all the
way to the USA for a new owner. After
many years of basically rotting away
on an airfield Rod Lewis bought the
aircraft. Then it was shipped back to New
Zealand for restoration to fly, and fly it
now has.

Congratulations are due to Glyn and
the Avspecs team for another outstanding
achievement.
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Do you have an
Experimental or
Amateur Built aircraft?

Time to go

Glass!

Take a look at
the new Garmin
G3X Touch

[
[
7 or 10 inch touch screen
[ )
Portrait or Landscape models
[
Multi screen configurable
[
Airspeed Indicator
[
Altitude Indicator
[
Directional Indicator
[
Turn Co-ordinator
[
Built in wireless technology
[
GPS Nav with Synthetic Vision
[
Many add-on options available
[

Contact us for details

We are here to help !
062120920
mat@avcraft.co.nz or
avionics@avcraft.co.nz

Maintenance
and Avionics

NOW OFFERING COMPETITIVE FINANCE IN CONJUNCTION
WITH AIRLOANS CALL US FOR MORE DETAILS

7 inch
Display
NZ$7800*
Save NZ$1653

10 inch
Display
NZ$9100%
Save NZ$1885

www.avcraft.co.nz

* Special price valid until 31 March 2019. Based on exchange rate at time of print.
Prices exclude GST. Prices are for supply only. Installation costs are additional. Images not to scale.



contributed by Bevan Dewes with photographs by Gavin Conroy

Living the Dream

Flying the Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk

»
.

Doug Hamilton is hands off in the back seat as Bevan Dewes circuits in his Kittyhawk.

At just 24 years of age, Bevan Dewes is no stranger to interesting
aircraft and events, displaying his Chipmunk at Warbirds Over
Wanaka 2018. His association with that event extends to also
being the recent winner of one of two Flying Scholarships of
$5,000 awarded by the Warbirds Over Wanaka Community
Trust. At the time Bevan said, “Flying Warbirds has been my
passion for as long as | can remember. Being accepted for this
scholarship will enable me to take the next leap in my warbird
flying career. | am hoping to put the scholarship money towards
gaining experience in formation aerobatics which will help me
become a more skilled pilot for display flying.”

In this article, Bevan demonstrates just what sort of aviation
success one can achieve with well-directed enthusiasm. Not just a
flight in, but flying, a P-40 Kittyhawk.

13-year-old kid I walked into the Old Stick and Rudder
Co. Hangar in Masterton where, from an amazing collection of
both WWTI and WWII aircraft, one aircraft in particular caught
my attention; the Curtiss P-40 Kittyhawk, sitting in the corner
proudly displaying its Shark mouth and menacing eyes. All T
wanted from that point on was a ride in the aircraft. I was told
very quickly that it would require a lot of work and I was handed
a broom. After about four years of spending my weekends in
the hangar helping out with all sorts of jobs, from sweeping to
preparing the aircraft for flight, I finally got that ride. We had the
P-40 out on the apron in front of the hangar for Stu Goldspink to
go for a flight and for some strange reason my parents and grandpa
arrived at the hangar. At that point I was still completely unaware
of what was going on. Next thing Gene DeMarco walked out of
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the hangar with the rear control stick and handed it to me and
said, “You may be needing this.” I couldn’t quite believe what I was
hearing. The dream I had had for four years was finally coming
true. That flight reinforced my goal of flying warbirds.

New contacts

In early 2017 a phone conversation with well-known air show
commentator Peter Ando’ Anderson, led to me being put in touch
with Doug Hamilton, a warbird restorer and display pilot based at
‘Wangaratta, a small town in north east Victoria, Australia. Doug
has an amazing restoration facility focusing on P-40s, which was
just my cup of tea. He also has a flying P-40 of his own along
with a few other warbird and classic aircraft. A month or two after
being introduced to Doug I was on a plane to Sydney. I met up

2019 %1
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Living the Dream

Doug handed me the P-40 Flight Manual
and said, “Go and get comfortable
in the Harvard and we’ll give
this a go before you go home.”

| didn’t quite believe what | was hearing.

10

The radio and a few extra gauges offer a token nod to modern technology.

Glorious noise and a lot of fun all start from here.

A familiarisation flight from the back seat first.

with Ando and we made the seven and a half hour road trip down
to Wangaratta to meet Doug and have a look around his facility,
which was very impressive. They are incredibly well placed to do
most of the manufacturing of new parts in-house. We discussed
the time I had spent in England with John Romain’s team at

the Aircraft Restoration Company at Duxford tinkering in the
workshop there. I had learnt about Spitfires and the other amazing
aircraft they have in their fleet. Doug offered me the opportunity
to stay with him and spend time in the hangar learning about
P-40s. This really appealed to me as I had been working on the
P-40E in Masterton, looking after it at air shows and helping on
annual inspections.

An amazing opportunity

2018 rolled around very quickly and planning was starting to
fall into place for a return trip to Wangaratta, this time for six
weeks over winter. It was suggested that I convert my licence and
get an Australian CPL so I could do some flying while I was there.
Thankfully I had allowed just enough time for the paperwork
process. For anyone that has had to do it before they will know
what a nightmare it is! Thankfully it was issued on the day I
arrived in Australia which was amazing timing. After getting my
‘Aeroplane Flight Review’ complete I was then able to be checked
out in Doug’s ex-RNZAF Harvard NZ1024, more affectionately
known as Harold. After flying off the one-way strip at Doug’s farm
we headed to Wangaratta with a few stalls and aerobatics on the
way. We did a few circuits and glide approach all of which went
smoothly. It was so good to be back in a Harvard again. It had
been a few years since I had done a couple of hours in one in New
Zealand. I'd been a bit apprehensive about landing back on Doug’s
strip which is slightly up hill with no go-around. Doug reassured
me that Harold loves the strip and as it turns out he wasn’t far
wrong. After three landings on the strip Doug said it was time for
me to go on my own. [t was a perfect winter evening; conditions
couldn’t have been much better.

Doug hopped out at the top of the strip and secured the rear
cockpit and before I knew it, I was achieving a massive goal of
mine. I thundered down the strip and got airborne, flying down
the valley on my own in Harold. I had been trying to go solo
in a Harvard in New Zealand for a long time but it had never
quite lined up. Now airborne in Harold, gear up and climbing in
beautiful evening light, I spend a couple of minutes just doing a
few nice relaxed turns before setting myself up for my first solo
landing, back on Dougs strip. Definitely not wanting to bounce as
there is no go-around option. Again miraculously, Harold did an
amazing smooth tail low wheeler onto the strip. I couldn’t believe
it. It must have been beginner’s luck. Taxiing back to the hangar
I'm sure I had the grin of a Cheshire cat. After I put Harold back
into the hangar it was time to go up to the house to meet Doug
and his partner Lou for dinner. That dinner would become one to
remember.

That evening we were talking about the Harvard and a few
tips and pointers he had for me. And then the P-40 came up
in conversation and Doug handed me the P-40 Flight Manual
and said, “Go and get comfortable in the Harvard and we will
give this a go before you go home.” I didn’t quite believe what I
was hearing; this was the chance to make my dreams a reality. It
was also a sentence I never ever expected to come out of Doug’s
mouth. I decided that this was an amazing opportunity. I'd just
keep doing what I was doing and if it happened it happened. I

never actually expected the day to come.
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Living the Dream

In preparation

The next few weeks Harold became my
taxi from the farm strip to the workshop
at Wangaratta airfield. It was about a
15 nm flight that always involved a
few deviations along the way and a few
circuits. At the workshop I was helping
the engineers build a windscreen assembly
which meant learning a lot of new skills
including CAD drawing, stretch forming
and using a lot of tools in the workshop.
The main thing was patience. It gave me a

When dreams come true: Bevan Dewes, Kittyhawk Pilot.

new appreciation for how many individual
complicated parts are in each component
and how long they all take to make. No

wonder warbirds are so expensive!

Kittyhawk Day

After gaining about 15 hours in Harold
and flying a lot of circuits Doug decided
that the coming weekend it would be
good for me to fly a few circuits from the
back seat before flying the P-40.

Saturday morning came around. I

prepared Harold to take to Wangaratta to
meet Doug later in the morning for the

back-seat circuits. Unfortunately, on the
flight into Wangaratta Harold suffered

a small mechanical failure which meant
we couldn’t do the backseat check. I was
pretty disappointed, and I could see my
P-40 goal slowly slipping away as I only
had one week left in Australia. Over lunch
we discussed the options and decide that

I would hop in the back of the P-40 and
follow Doug through a few landings and

Contact Martin Henton 0273 324 415

O LSA or Microlight O Dual Garmin G3X Touch Screens O Integrated G3X Auto Pilot with GMC 307 Control Panel

O Garmin GTR200 Comms with GMA 245 Audio Panel O ADS-B out using Garmin GPS20A Position Source O Kannad ELT

O Monroy Traffic Alert O DUC Constant Speed Prop O Leather seats and interior

O TT less than 2 hours O This aircraft available now

O Demo flights available based in Gordonton

martin@andersonaviation.co.nz
www.andersonaviation.co.nz
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go through the checks and if that went well then we would swap
seats. I was over the moon with this arrangement.

After lunch we pulled the P-40 out of the hangar and I taxied
over to the fuel pump and topped it up. Doug met me there and
we started up and taxied out to the runway and completed our pre
take off-checks. As we lined up on the runway, I paid attention
particularly to the control inputs Doug was making and as we
accelerated down the runway: especially, how much time it took
to get to take off power plus the coordination between aileron and
rudder input as the power was added and speed built up. After
we were airborne, I ran the after take-off checks as Doug flew the
aeroplane. We made a 180 degree turn for a buzz and break back
into the circuit to land in the opposite direction due to there being
no wind and no-one around. As we pitched up into the downwind
and got the gear down Doug was talking me through a few things
to watch. The P-40 is quite slippery and it is very easy to let the
nose drop slightly meaning you can very quickly be over the max
gear speed of 175 mph. The next thing to watch as we turned base
and slowed below 140 mph for the flap extension is sink. If you
start to get too slow the P-40 sinks like a brick and requires a lot
of power to arrest. Touchdown was a lovely smooth tail low wheel
landing on the sealed runway. Doug certainly has a great feel for
the aeroplane and set a very high standard for me to follow. We
continued to the end of the runway after landing and then went
again for one more run through.

As we taxied in from the second circuit it dawned on me that
it really was going to happen. I was actually going to get to fly a
P-40!! Once we shut it down, we went into the crew room for a
bite to eat and a final run through of what was going to happen on
our next flight.

The front seat

Walking out to the aeroplane I was a wee bit nervous and
incredibly excited. This time I climbed into the front seat and
strapped in and just sat there for a minute collecting my thoughts
while Doug got into the back. As I started the engine and put my
helmet on, my thoughts were with the young men going out for
their first flight in a fighter in WWIL One springs to mind - Brian
Cox. He only had about 125 hours total time when he first flew a
P-40 and I had about 1550 hours and an experienced pilot in the
back keeping an eye on me. It must have been both daunting and
a huge adventure for them back in war time. I pulled my mind
back onto the job. As taxied out, we didn’t have a lot of time
to muck around as the engine was already fairly warm from our
previous flight. The liquid cooled Allison engine tends to get to
the point of overheating fairly quickly. At the end of the runway I
did a quick run up check on the engine and my pre-take off checks
and before I knew it, we were ready to go. As I lined up on the end
of the runway the majority of the runway ahead was soon out of
sight behind the huge nose of the P-40 in front of me. Now it was
time to go.

Easing the throttle forward the engine got louder and louder.
As I reached about 25 inches of manifold pressure - a good
amount of power to get accelerating down the runway - the
control surfaces became effective in the airflow. As the tail came
up, I took the power through to 40 inches which is take-off power
in normal conditions. The engine began to snarl. The thing that
surprised me was not the amount of rudder required to keep the
plane straight, it was the amount of right aileron required. As you
add power the torque from the engine drives the left wheel into

The history of Curtiss
P-40N S/N 42-104986

Built in 1943 and delivered to the US Army, in February of 1944
this aircraft was being piloted by 1st Lt. Nelson Flack Jr. when it
suffered a forced landing in the Ramu Valley near Tauta in the
(then) Territory of New Guinea. In 1942 the Japanese had annexed
the entire Territory of New Guinea from the Australians. Intense
fighting occurred between the Imperial Japanese Army and the
Australian and US Armies to recapture New Guinea. During the
Finisterre Range campaign in 1943 and 1944, the Ramu valley
became the scene of a major battle.

The story of the forced landing is thus: Flack and his Wingnam
Lt. Jim Reynolds were tasked on a fighter sweep over the location
of Wewak whereupon Flack broke formation and went after
a Japanese Ki-61 Hien (better known as a ‘Tony’ because it
looked like an Italian aircraft). They engaged in a dogfight which
culminated in a head on attack. Flack’s shots hit the enemy pilot,
killing him and giving Flack is second confirmed victory. Flack’s
aircraft was also hit however and his cooling system damaged. Flack
force landed in a kunai grass field behind enemy lines, suffering a
broken arm and being knocked unconscious, coming to and freeing
himself from the wreckage before the plane caught fire.

As soon as Flack was reported missing, three Stinson L-5 Sentinels
(a light observation aircraft) were sent to locate and rescue him. He
was spotted by MSgt. Eugene Salternik who observed a grass field
suitable for landing nearby. Past the point of aborting his landing,
Salternik realised the grass was over six feet tall. His aircraft
flipped over, breaking the propeller. Salternik couldn’t locate Flack
and stayed with his aircraft overnight.

The next day supplies were dropped to Salternik with a message
to stay there. Lt. Hector Henstridge volunteered to parachute down
in support which he successfully did, despite this being his second
flight ever in a plane and his first under a parachute! They located
Flack and then spent two days clearing a landing ground for a
rescue.

Now a week after the crash, two more L-5s headed to the site
to land and rescue the three men, however the first aircraft on the
ground suffered landing damage beyond repair. The second landed
but was unable to take off with any additional load and its pilot
departed alone. It was decided that no further landings would be
attempted and the group of four men began a 35 mile jungle trek
to meet with an Australian patrol.

Subsequent support flights were unable to locate the men who
were all declared missing in action and the search was abandoned.
They ran out of food and all contracted malaria. Finally, some 24
days after Flack’s initial event, they encountered a patrol from the
Australian Army who at the time was pursuing Japanese troops,

themselves also in pursuit of the Flack group. The four men were

evacuated from the area by RAAF Walrus.

A RAAF team visited the wreckage in 1946 observing burning
to the cockpit and engine but an otherwise largely intact aircraft. It
remained there until being discovered again in 2004 and salvaged
to Precision Aerospace (later renamed Precision Airmotive) at
Wangaretta Airport in Victoria, Australia. In 2005 restoration
began with a new-build wing set and fuselage.

Painted in the markings of Flack’s aircraft and now registered as
VH-PFO, the P-40 made her first flight again on March 6th, 2016.

20194
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the ground and lifts the right wing. Luckily, I had been warned
of this, but I can definitely see how so many fighters got written
off in take-off accidents. Becoming airborne we were accelerating
and climbing away considerably quicker than the Harvard. We
were climbing away at 150 mph, but the gear seemed to take an
eternity to come up. Time to bring the power back now to 2500
rpm and 35 inches, climbing like a homesick angel to about 3000
ft. Bringing the power back further to a cruise setting of 2300
rpm and 30 inches gave a nice 240 mph. I took a second or three
at that time to realise holy heck, I'm actually flying this thing!

It is hard to put into words the amazing feeling. After about ten
minutes of just flying around, getting the feel of the aeroplane and
its lovely crisp responsive, I was surprised just how much different
it was to fly from the front seat. Going for a ride gives a pretty
good introduction to the sensations of flying a fighter but flying
from the front is a whole other ball game.

Time for a couple of aerobatic manoeuvres before heading back
to the airfield. I put the power up to 2500 rpm and 35 inches,
diving down to 280 mph for a loop. The P-40 accelerated very
quickly. It did not take long to get to the entry speed. Easing back
gently on the stick, up we went. The energy was just incredible, it
just keeps pulling and climbing skywards. As you head down the
back of the loop the acceleration is quite impressive. I followed
this up with a nice lazy barrel roll. Again, the energy of a fighter is
just incredible.

It was time to head home. The radio was fairly quiet, so back
to join overhead for a buzz and break into the circuit. It’s amazing

how fast things go by at 240 mph. We dived down for approach

Living the Dream

and eased the power back slowly to about 22 inches as we pitched
up to bleed off speed into the downwind, looking for 175 mph to
lower the gear and slowing to about 150 mph for the downwind
leg. Doug had mentioned on the previous flight that the P-40 is
quite slippery. Even a slight drop of the nose causes the speed to
pick up very quickly. Pre-landing checks complete and I double
checked the hand hydraulic pump was tight for the gear to be
down and locked. Very quickly we were ready to turn base. I
thought we were fairly high, but Doug reassured me it was just
fine. I soon saw why. The P-40 really does come down fast as

you ease the power back, especially with the flaps out. One last
check of the hydraulic hand pump and then I concentrated on
the landing. The wind was still pretty much nil. We came over
the fence at about 100 mph and I slowly closed the throttle and
touched down, a very smooth wheeler. Rolling out I was impressed
with how powerful the rudder was, only very small movements
required to keep it straight.

Taxiing back in, I think the smile on my face was the biggest
I'd ever had. I hadn’t expected I would get the chance to realise
my dream, especially not so soon. It is nice to know that there are
people in the Warbird world who are encouraging younger people
into these aircraft and it is an incredible privilege to be trusted
with such an amazing piece of history.

A few days later, after having time to think about the flight
and ask questions, we went for another flight to consolidate.
Knowing what to expect this time it wasn't so overwhelming. The
unfortunate thing about flying a P-40 is that you never want to
land, because it’s just so incredible.

Breaking away from a photo flight with Gavin in ‘Harold’, Doug’s Harvard.
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Avgas and Jet A1
Call George Hoskins
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Ardmore Sky Station
Ph/Fax: (09) 297 7188
Email: skystation@xtra.co.nz
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Refuelling at Ardmore
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FAST GETS EVEN FASTER

NZ's Only Authorised Agent for Pioneer Microlight Aircraft, Alpi Aviation NZ Ltd.
is proud to introduce a Brand New Model

P 300 Griffon

Improved aerodynamics

Wider cabin interior

Larger bubble

New ergonomic seats

Integrated avionics options

New console and arm rest

Outstanding Performance

140 kt cruise (@75% and sealevel) from 16 Iph for an 860 mile range

Contact Logan for New & Used Alpi Sales
and Servicing Requirements
027 490 1553 or jenandlogan@xtra.co.nz

www.alpiaviation.co.nz

And again

In October I returned to Australia.
I was to be ground crew for Doug’s
aeroplanes Warbirds Down Under
Airshow at Temora. On the Sunday
morning after the show we were getting
the aeroplanes ready to head home and
Doug tapped me on the shoulder. “Go
find somewhere quiet and get your
head in the right place to fly the P-40.
Gavin Conroy is going to take some
photos”. Another unexpected fantastic
opportunity!

Thirty minutes later I sat down with
Doug who would be in the back seat
of the P-40 with me, and Gavin, and
we briefed a nice simple photo flight.
It would consist of a simple join on the
outside of a right-hand turn with two
orbits and then a break to join back at
Temora. We taxied out as a pair with the
Harvard. There was a lot of chatter on the
radio from aircraft departing the show, so
lots to keep an eye on. After the Harvard
took off, I gave it a minute or so while
I was doing my checks. I knew I would
end up catching it fairly quickly. Lining
up this time there was a brisk right
crosswind which I wasn’t worried about
as a right crosswind generally makes it
easier to keep straight. What I didn’t
think about is that as you add power and
the weight goes on the left gear leg the
wind gets under the right wing and tries
to lift it slightly. This caught my attention
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nice and early on the take-off roll. After take-off I turned left
and climbed towards the Harvard. It was about 1.5 miles away.

I prepared early, bringing the power back to reduce our closure
speed as I know the P-40 is very slippery and I didn’t want to do
any big power changes. As I approached the Harvard, I started

to realise it was going to be quite a challenge to fly in formation
with it. I was quite surprised how small the power changes needed
were to stay in formation. The slightest bit too much power and
we quickly accelerated. After about twenty seconds of finding my
feet I was comfortable in formation and got a nice big thumbs up
from Gavin in the Harvard. Even at relatively slow speed, about
160 mph, the P-40 still has pretty amazing control authority, so
only very small movements were needed to adjust my formation
for the photos Gavin was wanting.

After the second orbit I broke away from the Harvard and
brought the power back up to a nice high cruise setting to allow
the engine to clear itself out after running at such low power
setting next to the Harvard. As we returned to Temora the radio
was very busy and I could see several aircraft back tracking on
the runway I wanted to land on. The next few minutes gave me
an appreciation for how difficult it is to fly a fighter in a busy
environment. After an orbit overhead the field I realised very
quickly that I wasn’t going to be able to do a bu<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>